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100 YEARS YOUNG 

 

 
 

 

Global Branch member Joan (Jill) Woods was born on March 6th 1922, so will shortly be celebrat-

ing her 100th Birthday – we went along to find out more about her long life, her views on the events 
of the past century and the secret of her longevity! 

When we arrived, a smiling, smartly dressed sprightly ‘old’ lady answers the door and invites us in. At 
the age of just short of 100 years, Jill still lives independently (with a little help from friends) in her own 
home and whizzes around the village on her own four wheels – her mobility scooter; she stopped driving 
a car at the age of 93. Jill was born in Boston, Lincolnshire but spent most of her childhood and younger 
adult life in London, moving to Northamptonshire over fifty years ago with her husband’s job. 

 
At the outbreak of World War 2, having recently left school, Jill joined the WAAF (Women’s Auxiliary 
Air Force) as a clerk, performing general administrative duties throughout the war years. After basic 
training in Morecambe, she was posted to the RAF Records Office at RAF Innsworth near Gloucester. 
The RAF is in her DNA, her father joined the Royal Flying Corps at the outbreak of World War One and 

was then commissioned into the RAF at the outbreak of World War Two, her brother flew Lancaster 
Bombers and her mother worked at the Air Ministry during the war. During and after her ‘square  
bashing’ she wore her father’s RFC cap badge instead of the standard issue cap badge, nobody dared to 
mention it to her. 

 
Whilst Jill believes you can’t compare the current covid pandemic to what people went through back 
then, she acknowledges some of the similarities, “… during the war period, everybody came together, 
you were all in the same boat, you know, and people died just the same”. 
 

In her long lifetime, Jill has seen four monarchs on the throne and nineteen different Prime Ministers. 
When asked who her ‘hero’ of the past century is, without a moment’s hesitation, she says, “Winston 
Churchill, because he got us through it. I don’t know where we would’ve been without him.”  
 
Jill was disappointed not to be posted abroad during her time in the service, but she soon made up for it 

after the war. She recalls the joy of her first post-war trip to Switzerland, “…it was like a treasure trove 
going to Switzerland because they hadn’t suffered at all during the war, it was pristine and gorgeous.” In 
her younger years, Jill spent a lot of time travelling across Europe by train as “flying was unheard of for 
the likes of me,” but she passionately believes “…train travel is so much more fun, people don’t get the 
same excitement from travelling now. There’s nothing like rushing through the night, you know, going 

from one country to another and waking up in a new place.” The growth of the cheap airlines and pack-
age holidays is only one of the many changes Jill has witnessed in her lifetime and it seems ironic that, 
as she approaches her hundredth year, train travel may be about to enjoy a resurgence as a greener  
alternative to flying. 
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     100 YEARS YOUNG 
In the post war years, Jill believes the biggest change of the past century has been “… all this IT stuff” - 

although she has very little use for it herself and doesn’t even own a mobile phone. She is amazed how 

today’s generation “…don’t seem to be able to live without it, we didn’t suffer because we didn’t have 

it.” She goes on to reflect how, “… when I was young nothing much changed for so many years and  

inflation was unheard of, it was probably the sixties when I first noticed real change … I remember the 

fashion changing and Mary Quant in her white boots.” Her ‘greatest disappointment’ of the sixties,  

however, was the moon landing in 1969, “…a man on the moon was always the stuff of fantasy, science 

fiction…” then when it happened in real life, Jill found it all a bit of an anti-climax. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jill’s travelling days are behind her now and, when she’s not visiting the hairdresser’s or the Co-op, she 

keeps her mind active by reading, doing Sudoku and playing Scrabble. She also enjoys watching her  

fellow nonagenarian, David Attenborough, on television. When asked about the secret to living such a 

long and healthy life, she says categorically, “I don’t think there is a secret, it’s pure luck, good genes 

and good luck.” She then went on to say, as many centenarians have, that a positive outlook is also  

important, “I was never a glass half empty or a glass half full person, my glass was always overflowing.”  

Jill feels very fortunate to have lived such a long and happy life; she is very much looking forward to her 

week-long birthday celebrations of lunches and dinners with friends, a party hosted by a friend and - 

most of all – she can’t wait for that card from the Queen! We wish her a very Happy 100th Birthday and 

hope that she enjoyed every minute of it. 

Joan Woods, known to all as Jill and her ‘Ted’, a mere 97 
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  This Months Quiz—Who did they grow up to be? 
email your answers to chair.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com 

Answers in next edition!!! 

    

1 2 3 4 

    

5 6 7 8 

    

9 10 11 12 

    

 13 14  
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GLOBAL BRANCH AGM 2022 

WOW!!!! What a great weekend. 
Sorry folks but those of you who didn’t manage to get to RAF Valley missed what was     
definitely the best AGM weekend we have had, so far. It is certainly going to be a      
challenge to better it in 2023. 
We have never received such a great welcome from the host station or the  
local RAFA Branch, so hats off to all at RAF Valley & RAFA Anglesey. 
Clear blue skies & sunshine greeted the first arrivals getting onto Anglesey, it was a 
great start for the weekend weatherwise and it was to continue. No rain or snow was 
going to dampen the enthusiasm of the Global Branch members this weekend. 
Friday evening was spent with a meet and greet of the branch members who had never 
been to a branch meet before along with meeting up with the President, Chairman &    
Treasurer of the RAFA Anglesey Branch along with the Station RAFALO & his deputy 
from    Valley. A few drinks also managed to keep the vocal chords suitably lubricated. 
Saturday morning was an earlyish start for everyone as there was a short was a drive 
from the hotel to the base. Here we were met by the RAFALO’s and a RAF MT Coach. 
Not the old sort of RAF bus but a proper coach, with a proper driver!!! Here we got split 
into two groups with half going to 4 & 25 Sqns and the other going to 72 Sqn hanger for 
a 2 hour tour.  
On the 4 Sqn tour we were given a full history of the Squadron plus an insight into how 
they and the base in general operated under today’s challenges. There followed plenty 
of time to look over a Hawk T2 with photo opportunities by the Station photographer. 
At the end of the two hours we were transported to a different part of the base to par-
take in a charity pull of a Hawk T2 jet in aid of the Wings Appeal 2022. Split into teams 
of 6 the branch took on 2 teams from the base. Putting up a very spirited performance 
the Global branch filled 7 of the top 8 positions but just failing to take the top spot from 
one of the RAF teams, who were considerably younger & fitted than our teams. But we 
were certainly not disgraced and the overall winner was the Wings Appeal to the tune of 
nearly £150!!! 
Lunch was next in the Officers Mess and then a switch round on locations for the visits 
in the afternoon, with a chance to go on the simulator at 72 Sqn. 
After the visits it was a swift group photo in front of the Hawk on a plinth & then it was 
back to the hotel for a swift shower & change before being picked up by RAF Transport 
back to Valley & the Sgts Mess for dinner & the all important AGM. 
Being back on base by 18.00hrs gave just enough time for a quick meal before sitting 
down for the branch AGM. Joined once again by members of RAFA Valley, the Station 
RAFALO’s, the Boss Man of 4 Squadron plus the SWO of RAF Valley, who was the first 
lady SWO I had come across. 
The AGM, where we were joined online around the world via our Zoom link was all done 
& dusted up in just about 30 minutes, which must be getting close to a record!!! So 
there was just time to refresh our glasses at very low Mess prices before the highlight 
of the evening, a presentation on “The Dambusters” by F/S Dai Lawrence one of the  
RAFALO’s. Brilliant presentation by a very knowledgeable person kept all of us           
interested for over an hour. 
This was flowed by the obligatory raffle & a auction which raised over £180 for the 
branch & £60 for the Wings Appeal. There followed a couple of hours for a bit of R&R 
for the 40 or so present with many inter branch relationships being sealed. Two branch 
members were added to the branch during this period. 
Everyone was then coached back to the hotel where there was the opportunity of a few 
late bevvies in the bar before a well deserved fall into bed and a good nights sleep. 
Sunday morning was much more relaxed than that of the previous day on having   
breakfast before everyone departing to different parts of the country. 
All in all the general opinion was that it was an excellent AGM weekend with old friend-
ships renewed and new ones forged. 
Now it is a case of trying to improve on RAF Valley in 2023 with the possible options 
being between Odiham & Coningsby. We shall see what comes up best & my advice is 
book it early to get the best deal!!! 
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£1-50 each plus £1 for P&P UK Prices Maximum of 6 pins per posting  

Overseas prices on request Orders to chair.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com 

VULCAN 

 

 

 

 

1 

HURRICANE 

 

LANCASTER 

 

SPITFIRE 

RED ARROWS WINGS RAF 100 CAMEL 

 

LIGHTNING 35B 10 E3D Sentry CHINOOK 

REGT BEAR LIGHTNING TYPHOON PILOT BEAR 

TORNADO FALCONS SEA KING 

 

PHANTOM 
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Now a regular place in the diary for many is a visit to their local Armed 
Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club. Why not checkout your local one? For 
about £5 you get a substantial breakfast with unlimited tea/coffee. Venues 
vary on price & content. The link to find YOUR local club is www.afvbc.net 
  
Newbury Thatcham Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/412987076263828 
 
St Helens Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1175542099273689/?
ref=share  
 
Wakefield Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/115048932216843/?
ref=share  
 
Dewsbury Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/976048345748584/  
 
From Eddie Mansfield in Telford 
I co founded the first AFVBC here in Telford at the Brewery Inn at Coalport 
back in 2017. 
Since then the breakfast club has expanded and we now have three Armed 
Forces and Veterans Breakfast Clubs in Telford and have over 160 mem-
bers from all the armed forces branches along with family members. It's a 
wonderful organisation where the members and their families can all get to-
gether over a good breakfast and plenty of banter is had by all. There are 
no membership fees and no politics involved and that is why the breakfast 
clubs are growing all over the country and overseas now. Quite extraordi-
nary really how it all started from a few veterans got together at a small gar-
age in Hull only a few years ago. 
Telford Coalport Armed Forces and Veterans Breakfast Club & Telford 
Armed Forces and Veterans Breakfast Club. Via Facebook 
Any serving member of HM Armed Forces and Veterans are allowed to join 
including family members and is also open to widows of Veterans.  
Telford Coalport AFVBC meets on the 1st Saturday of each month at the 
Brewery Inn at Coalport near Ironbridge in Telford from 09:00                      
Telford AFVBC meets on the 3rd Saturday of each month at the Church 
Wicketts pub in Malinslee, Telford from 09:00 and on the last Saturday of 
each month at the Outpost Cafe in Oakengates, Telford from 09:00. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1175542099273689/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1175542099273689/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/115048932216843/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/115048932216843/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/976048345748584/
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          RAFA HQ Fundraising Update 
     During 2022 we have four key activities that we would love you to get involved with                      

Challenge Events                      CommunityFundraising 

We are here to help support your fundraising with guidance and resources.  

Email us at: fundraising@rafa.org.uk 

 Global branch members have the opportunity to 

 connect with your own community wherever you 

 live. You can create fun events to promote  

 fundraising in your area. Here are a few ideas: 

 A Brew for the Few event allows you to celebrate with 

 cake. 

 Get involved with your local Armed Forces Day 

 event in June and organise a collection during 

 Wings Week in September. 

 Organize a street, supermarket or railway station 

 collection. We can help with permits. 

 From sports to crafts, you can turn your hobby 

 into a fundraiser. 

 Will your pub, café or local business take a collection tin? 

 Online fundraising, you can fundraise while you 

 shop online with Easyfundraising or Amazon 

 Smile, at no additional cost to yourself. 

 Queen’s Jubilee 
 We are asking our branches to come  

 together to celebrate our Patron’s  

 Jubilee. Her Majesty The Queen has  

 become the first British Monarch to  

 celebrate a Platinum Jubilee, marking 

 70 years of service to the people of 

 the United Kingdom and the  

 Commonwealth.  

 The celebrations culminate in a four-day UK bank holiday 

 from Thursday 2nd to Sunday 5th June. Branches are  

 encouraged to have a celebration on that weekend.  

 Marking the occasion can be some

 thing as modest as a coffee and 

 cake morning, or as involved as a 

 street party or dance.  

 All we ask is that you celebrate and  

 fund-raise in the name of the  

 Association and our Patron, Her Majesty The Queen.   

 Our challenge events offer exciting fundraising                                             

 adventures for everyone. 

 Global branch members have raised significant 

 amounts for the Association while having the 

 experience of a lifetime. What will your 2022 

 challenge be? 

 Your help in spreading the word to your friends and 

 family will help us fill places and fundraise to 

 support the RAF community. 

 Go to the website for details on all the events. 

 RAFA Rides  
 Our flagship fundraiser, RAFA Rides is now established as 

 a global event with cyclists from across the world  

 participating in the virtual ride.  

 You can cycle out on your local roads, in the gym or at 

 home on your static bike. Or, you can join us in  

 Leicestershire on a 25, 50, 75 or 100 mile route. All       

 cyclists receive a RAFA branded cycling jersey and         

 finishers medal. Spread the word, gather some friends 

 and register to support the RAF family.  

 Find out more and register on the website  

 

mailto:fundraising@rafa.org.uk
mailto:https://rafa.org.uk/events/
mailto:https://rafa.org.uk/events/rafa-rides/
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CHAIRMAN'S CHALLENGE FOR 2022  
NOW IS THE TIME TO GET YOUR  

RAFA HOME  
COLLECTION BOX!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Its so simple folks, just get one of these home 
collection boxes and just pop your odd change 
into it. Come Battle of Britain Week 2022, count it 
up and bank it for the Global Branch's Wing  
Appeal. 

Remember it doesn't matter where you live in the 
world, money is money & it all adds up no matter 
what the currency!!!! 

Contact the Chairman now to ask for one of the 
boxes and get collecting the easy way. Don't wait 
for it to come in post, have a look in your pocket 
today and see how much shrapnel you have in 
there now!!! 

In 2020 & 2021 we raised over £1,000 despite all 
the problems we have had with Covid 19, so I am  
hoping that in 2022 we can improve on that with 
more people having boxes!!! 

 

 

 

 

Help raise FREE funds for RAFA Global Branch 

1370 whenever you shop online! 

We currently have just over 115 people  

raising over £1,500 since we started using it. Im-

agine how much we could raise if ALL our mem-

bers were to join!!! 

It doesn’t cost you a penny more to use easy-

fundraising BUT it will raise money for the 

branch for FREE!!! 

 

Use easyfundraising to shop with over 4,000 big 

name retailers including John Lewis, Very, Us-

witch, GoCompare, Just Eat,  

Expedia, and ASOS –  

when you shop, you’ll raise a free donation  

for RAFA Global Branch 1370 every time,  

it’s that easy! 

 

Please help support us: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/

rafaglobalbranch1370/?utm_campaign=raise-

more&utm_content=fb5 

    Could YOU do a Wings Collection  

                    in YOUR town? 
Have you ever thought about 

spending a few hours, come 

September, doing a collection in 

your town/village for the Wings 

Appeal. If you DON’T have a lo-

cal RAFA branch in your vicinity 

then maybe you could help us 

raise a few more pounds to-

wards this year’s target. 

If you think you can help please contact Graham Croft 

so that he can organize the paperwork & equipment for 

you. Just email him with your details on  

wings2.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com  

 

Reference renewals of your membership of RAFA. 

Many memberships will be coming up for renewal 

over the next month or so. Please take a few 

minutes to check out that YOUR details are             

correctly held with RAFA HQ so that hopefully you 

will receive your membership card etc when you       

renew. If you currently receive the Air Mail maga-

zine then you can assume your address is correct. 

You can easily check this out, and the date your 

renewal is due, by logging on the portal at https://

rafa.org.uk/ and then going to My Details & My 

Membership. If they are incorrect you can change 

them online. 

If you are unable to log on due to not having a 

password. Use the Contact form at https://

rafa.org.uk/contact/ to request one. 

mailto:wings2.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com
https://rafa.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR1Vr-RtSa51P2UGE7KStZeBC7fJfiJ4glI4_8Xg9beYHWkDm4UI4REmbt4
https://rafa.org.uk/?fbclid=IwAR1Vr-RtSa51P2UGE7KStZeBC7fJfiJ4glI4_8Xg9beYHWkDm4UI4REmbt4
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frafa.org.uk%2Fcontact%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR011xtfSOVwhCB8sj9XOyw6E9elzLvsGjLlp0CSgqROs3mDZVj29OdCjck&h=AT0ZWRp4GeUO-URRlYgTrq2TRg0oJZtHXBQNQR-vUI0jAJH9ih_W6hh2JnY8ss7cd1GBSBJbRSsgQGdXKy5-hkmJ5vGvbKQl0a1EUWj-rfxeUoRXr6
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Frafa.org.uk%2Fcontact%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR011xtfSOVwhCB8sj9XOyw6E9elzLvsGjLlp0CSgqROs3mDZVj29OdCjck&h=AT0ZWRp4GeUO-URRlYgTrq2TRg0oJZtHXBQNQR-vUI0jAJH9ih_W6hh2JnY8ss7cd1GBSBJbRSsgQGdXKy5-hkmJ5vGvbKQl0a1EUWj-rfxeUoRXr6

