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Welcome
What a year 2020 has been so far. I hope the turbulent times have been kind to 

you. And if life has been difficult, I hope you have had the support and love 
of your family, the RAF family or the RAF Association to help you through. 

 If you receive Air Mail by post, and are the type of person who opens this magazine 
without seeing the inserts, please look at them again. One is a vital survey - asking what 
you think of Air Mail and about your experiences as a member of the Association. Your 
replies are essential to help us know what you want, so we can improve. We particularly 
ask that you complete it online if you can. This helps us to marshal the answers much 
more easily. But if your only option is by post, we'd still love to hear from you.

Our theme this issue is 'delivering from harm', a major part of the work of the Royal 
Air Force. We look at the 24/7 crisis and planning work of RAFRLOs (not RAFALOs - 
our RAF Association Liaison Officers - but RAF Regional Liaison Officers). We report 
on Project ENTERTAIN, the critical strand of Op CONNECT which has kept thousands 
entertained and informed throughout the pandemic. And we also meet a Battle of 
Britain armourer and bring you part two of Daring Diana in Burma. Finally, for puzzle 
addicts, we have a new brain teaser 
page, which will feature numerical, visual, 
memory and other puzzles for the next few 
issues. Let us know if you like it...

YOUR ASSOCIATION
Got a question? Want to update 
your membership or change 
the address that Air Mail comes 
to? Ready to volunteer? Need 
support? Want to buy Association 
merchandise? We’re here for you...

       0800 018 2361

0900 to 1800 GMT/BST every weekday. 
Closed for English bank holidays and 
Christmas holidays.

enquiries@rafa.org.uk

rafa.org.uk/portal
for 24/7 access to your 
Members’ Portal

@RAFAssociation

@RAFAssociation

@raf.association

RAFAssociation

Headquarters,
RAF Association,
Atlas House,
Wembley Road,
Leicester, LE3 1UT.

Annie O'Brian
Editor
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707 AWOL
On 25 October, 1960, I stepped out of my building at RAF Northolt 
to be confronted by an unfamiliar, loud roaring noise. The ground 
shook, and my view was completely filled by a large aircraft 
hurtling down the runway at speed. Black smoke billowed from 
its wheels, as the pilot must have been literally standing on the 
brakes with all his weight to get the beast to stop. The Pan Am 
Boeing 707 only just came to rest at the end of the runway. Either 
by emergency or mistake, it had landed on Northolt’s 5,000ft 
runway instead of the 10,000ft one at Heathrow. We had no aircraft 
steps high enough to reach the exits, so the passengers had to 
wait in their seats until some could be found. Later I worked with 
a colleague who was at Heathrow at the time of the incident, 
who remembers being told to attend to the aircraft which had 

supposedly now 
landed. Apparently 
there were several 
arguments over the 
walkie-talkies about 
where the “Bl**dy Pan 
Am 707” was! 
PAT LELLIOTT

Lucky charms
During WWII, a pair of the notorious WAAF heavyweight 
underwear – the chastity-enhancing, unassailable and 
unglamorous black knickers known with no great affection as 
‘blackouts’ – would regularly appear in my Halifax bomber. 
While never seen on test or local flights, they were always 
there on operational missions, hung in the wireless operator’s 
compartment. Were they his lucky charm? His talisman? We all 
respected each other’s foibles in such matters, and I never asked 
him. Perhaps they were a kind WAAF’s way of wishing him good 
luck and a safe return. Regardless of their origins, in that respect 
they worked a charm!
DOUGLAS NEWHAM 

Ed. What lucky charms worked for you during your time in the RAF? 
Let us know via the contact details opposite.

Royal rascal
In the early 1960s, my father was stationed at RAF Wellesbourne 
Mountford. One day, HRH The Duke of Edinburgh arrived on a 
De Havilland Dove 
and was met by the 
Station Commander 
and other 
dignitaries. When my 
father came home 
that evening he was 
laughing, saying that 
the Duke had not 
stuck to the planned 
route, and had gone 
everywhere but
where they wanted 
him to. Only the 
front of the hangars 
– which faced the 
airfield – had been 
painted, but he had 
also decided to pop 
around the back! 
JOHN NAYLOR

© Brett Sayles via Pexels

From prisons 
to pig farms
While researching which RAF stations were still open from my own 
air force days – 1951-56 – my attention was caught by the unusual 
purposes many had since been put to. In view of the feelings I had as 
an 18-year-old, stuck 150 miles from home in a rural backwater with 
no congenial pastimes, I suppose I shouldn’t be too surprised that 
many of them became prisons. Other stations met more peculiar 
fates: RAF Burtonwood is now junction 8 of the M62; RAF Dounreay 
a nuclear power station; RAF Dunsfold a Top Gear studio and race 
track; RAF Hullavington a Dyson factory; RAF Rauceby a mental 
health unit, and poor old RAF Wheaton Aston a pig farm! 
TONY EVANS

Public domain

©
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… your letters and emails
Dear Air Mail...



To comment in or contribute to Air Mail, please email  
airmail@rafa.org.uk. Alternatively, write to Annie O’Brian, 
Editor, Air Mail, RAF Association, Atlas House, Wembley Road, 
Leicester, LE1 3UT. Your correspondence should be clearly 
marked FOR PUBLICATION. The editor’s decision on inclusion is 
final, and longer letters may be abridged due to limited space. 
Only submissions made by email will be acknowledged before 
publication. The deadline for inclusion in the January 2021 issue 
is 6 November 2020

Unexpected 
aircraft
While serving at RAF Khormaksar in Aden from 1967-68, I 
was once clobbered for guard commander duty. I posted the 
guards in and around the camp in the late afternoon, and 
around midnight I drove around to check that none had gone 
to sleep. A guard at one of the huge aircraft hangars pointed 
out that although the hangar doors were closed, by peering 
through a gap a squadron of Hunter jets could be seen inside. 
However, their roundels were those of the Royal Jordanian Air 
Force! I have wondered ever since why they were there.  
EDDIE HEYWOOD

Ed. Have you come across aircraft in unexpected places while in the 
RAF? Let us know via the contact details below.

Evenin’ all
Just before my demob in 1954, I was admonished on parade by one 
Wing Commander ‘J’ for being the only one not wearing the new style 
peaked cap. Upon leaving the RAF I joined the MET Police, where, one 
day in 1955, I was walking down Park Lane when I saw a car stop and 
two ladies plus a man in RAF uniform step out. “You can’t park here, 
Wing Commander ‘J’”, I said. “Do I know you?” he asked. “Yes,” I replied, 
“Corporal Jackson, RAF Credenhill.” He smiled, shook my hand and 
wished me all the best; then did what he was told and drove off!  
JOHN JACKSON

Musical chevrons
[RE the recent discussions on inverted chevrons in Dear Air Mail]. 

Inverted chevrons are still worn by musicians in the RAF today, by 
both by Drum Majors and Pipe Majors in the voluntary Pipe Bands. I 
was a voluntary band drummer and later a (V) Drum Major with the 
RAF Lyneham Voluntary Band. The photo (from RAF Hullavington 
in 1989 – I am the rear rank drummer), shows musicians’ inverted 
chevron, which would be worn below a drum or pipe badge. 
MARTIN WARE

Fiery surprise
As a newly qualified Junior Tech engine fitter I was posted to RAF 
North Front, Gibraltar, to work on Griffon 57 engines. One of our 
responsibilities was carrying out engine tests, with one check being 
to ‘feather’ the propellers. When ground testing, the load imposed 
on the engine would stall it, but I was advised that through judicious 
use of the fuel priming pump the engine could be kept running to 
avoid the need to restart. However, when told to start priming, my 
lack of experience meant that I was rather more enthusiastic than 
‘judicious’. The appearance of flames from the exhaust pipes licking 
over the top of the wing was rapidly followed by a shriek and much 
swearing. Unsurprisingly, my next few weeks were spent as a ground 
observer. 
FRANK TURNER

Nasal recall
[From the editor]. Here at Air Mail we’ve noticed a few 
occasions where the topic of an aircraft’s smell has come up. 
Douglas Newham mentioned the “mixture of high-octane 
fuel, hydraulic fluid, exhaust fumes, cordite fumes from the 
previous night’s firefight – and the Elsan toilet!” in his Halifax. 
Squadron Leader Mark ‘Disco’ Discombe AFC talked to Project 
ENTERTAIN about WWII veterans who recalled the smell of 
“leather, fuel and oil” as soon as they sat in the cockpit of the 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight’s aircraft. Smell can unlock 
specific, long-forgotten memories. Is there a particular smell 
or combination of smells which reminds you of the aircraft 
you flew or worked on, or the RAF stations where you were 
based? If so, let us know via the contact details to the left.

© Crown/MOD

© Martin Ware
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U
K charities are facing a £10billion funding gap 
in the second half of 2020. Like so many other 
organisations, the Association has been hit hard 
by the COVID-19 pandemic, and we are having 
to make some difficult decisions to ensure 

we can continue providing support for more than 85,000 
people who need our help every year. 

Our finances have been badly hit, with 
budgeted income expected to be down 
by almost 40% in 2020, and fundraising 
unlikely to recover to normal levels 
for several years. In such challenging 
times, the Association has a clear 
duty to use its limited finances to 
help as many vulnerable members 
of the RAF family as possible. 

Through Op CONNECT, our 
branches and our volunteers 
have made telephone calls to 
check on the wellbeing of almost 
30,000 higher-risk individuals. We are 
now providing critical support through 
telephone befriending to an additional (and 
growing) 1,200 people every week, providing 
comfort and entertainment to thousands, and helping 
to ensure the most vulnerable get essential supplies. We 
have been helped in these fantastic achievements by the 
incredible generosity shown by many of you over recent 
months, for which I am extremely grateful. 

The Association is committed to meeting the welfare 
needs created by COVID-19.  To this end, Council has 
undertaken a comprehensive review of all our services, 
including a collective consultation with our employees 
and the GMB union (our recognised workplace union). 
In parallel, research is being undertaken to assess the 
pandemic’s impact on the RAF community. 

We acted quickly to adapt the vast majority of our 
services to comply with social distancing requirements.  
However, it has simply not been possible to achieve this 
with everything we do. 

Lockdown forced the temporary closure of our Wings 
Break Hotels; Flowerdown House and Rothbury House. I 
realise that these facilities, which provided holidays and 
respite care breaks for just over 1,100 people a year, were 
greatly loved, thanks to the warm welcome given by our 
highly-professional staff.

Having reviewed the ongoing social distancing 
restrictions and infection prevention measures – both of 
which are likely to be long-term requirements – Council 
recognised that we could not safely or responsibly 
reopen the hotels. This issue is exacerbated by the higher 
infection risks borne by our elderly guests; their average 
age is 79, with many of them falling into the COVID-
vulnerable categories.

The choices facing the Association have been stark: 
permanently close the hotels and slim down our non-
critical back office functions, or draw down other welfare 
services that help a larger number of people. A third option 
would have been to do nothing which, if things did not 
quickly return to normal, would certainly have put the 
future of the whole Association at risk. 

Council has, therefore, taken the difficult decision to 
close permanently our two Wings Break Hotels. I must 
stress that there will be no negative impact on our 
retirement accommodation tenants who live adjacent to 
Rothbury House. Furthermore, we still firmly believe in 
the importance of providing respite care and, as soon as 

we can, we will be expanding our scheme which 
arranges breaks at other locations and in other 

ways [see “Definitely Five Star”, Air Mail, April 
2020, p14].

We are also reshaping some of 
our support functions, not only to 
generate savings, but to ensure we 
can meet the emerging welfare 
needs.  In doing this, and in closing 
the hotels, we have not been able 
to avoid redundancies, and are 
deeply conscious of the impact this 

has had on a number of our highly 
dedicated and professional employees. 

I and Council colleagues commend and 
warmly thank them for the outstanding 

work they have done over the years. [Their 
work is celebrated on page 12].

These exceptional circumstances have brought us closer 
to many in the RAF family who will need our help for the 
long-term. We will provide that assistance, and make sure, 
when the right time comes, our Association will be in the 
best position to go from strength to strength.

 From the Chairman

“We 
could not 
safely or 

responsibly 
reopen the 

hotels”

Air Vice-Marshal John Cliffe
Chairman of Council
Air Vice-Marshal John Cliffe
Chairman of Council
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W
hile nations are taking careful steps to ease 
COVID-19 restrictions, the Association is 
making every effort to sustain our support 
for the most vulnerable in our RAF family. I 
offer my sincere thanks to all our members, 

friends, and employees whose efforts and adaptability have 
allowed us to provide a lifeline for many thousands 
of members of our community. 

Our Association’s future very much 
depends on the decisions we take now 
to keep our structure lean, responsive 
and healthy. It has been a very 
difficult period for all of us as we 
collectively deal with the impacts 
of the pandemic. Your Council 
quickly adapted the Association’s 
priorities in order to ensure that 
it remains as the cornerstone of 
the RAF family in perpetuity. Our 
Chairman of Council, Air Vice-Marshal 
John Cliffe, has updated us in this 
edition of Air Mail with respect to the 
key changes that are critical to providing a 
robust Association into the future. 

One of the effects of COVID-19 was on our 2020 Annual 
Conference; it was announced at the end of April, that the 
annual meeting would not take place as planned in June. 
As Chairman of the event, I am pleased that Council has 
agreed to adopt a remote process for 2020’s mandatory 
Conference business through a combination of postal 
and electronic voting. This will be supported by an online 
presentation from the Chairman 
of Council, the Treasurer and 
the Secretary General; a 
question and answer 
session will follow 
these presentations. 
Instructions for those 
who wish to log on 
and to raise questions 
were due to be 
refined in September 
(as Air Mail went to 
print). If you would 
like to join the event, 
please check with your 
branch, in any Members’ 

 From the President

“Changes 
... have been 

extraordinarily 
swift and 

remarkably 
effective”

Air Marshal Sir Baz North
President

News and on the Members’ Portal or call 0800 018 2361. All 
other Association Annual Conference business will resume 
at the October 2021 Annual Conference when there will be 
greater opportunity to debate resolutions. I hope that by 
then we will all be in a position to meet up, shake hands and 
to spend time together.  

The changes to the Association’s ways of operating 
have been extraordinarily swift and remarkably 

effective. Council meetings and many 
branch governance and social meetings 

are now attended electronically. 
Finding it Tough training and our new 
Navigating Dementia hub are now 
online. The Association’s face-to-face 
befriending has moved to regular 
telephone calls and, in one or two 
cases, to Zoom; meaning volunteers' 
warm and friendly voices can still 

bring regular comfort to those 
who need it. The demand for these 

volunteers has increased exponentially 
since Operation Connect further revealed 

the numbers of lonely, vulnerable people 
living among us.  

I am extremely grateful to everyone who has continued 
to respond to the Association’s COVID-19 Emergency 
Appeal; your wonderful generosity is humbling. In the 
July edition of Air Mail those who had then donated were 
listed; in this issue we thank the many others who have 
also stepped up to help.

I wholeheartedly thank the numerous companies and 
organisations who have encouraged their employees 
to volunteer for us. As well as the many hundreds of 
individuals who volunteered, we are most grateful to teams 
at CGI, Fujitsu, ICAP, Raytheon UK, Rolls-Royce and Sage for 
coming forward at such a critical time. Every one of them 
is ensuring that no member of our RAF community will go 
without support when they need it most.   

OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2020  AIR MAIL     7



NEWS

Entertained throughout 
The RAF Association has helped overcome the isolation of the longest 
hours of lockdown with Project ENTERTAIN.

Launched from scratch in April, the project has run for more than 
25 weeks, broadcast more than 175 live events, and had more than 
a million views - brightening the days of many thousands of viewers 
live or on catch up. These included tap dancing lessons, drill sessions 
with the Queen’s Colour Squadron, seated and standing exercises and 
a host of live concerts that have kept viewers active and entertained. 
More than 100,000 people viewed singer Andy Wilshire’s concerts 
and, during Cadet Flight Sergeant Tom Lopez’s most recent concert, 
appreciative comments were coming in from Canada, California, the 
Netherlands and Dubai as well as across the UK: “Hope to see/hear you 
again. You have an amazing voice and it has certainly helped here in 
lockdown France”. 

There have also been weekly interviews with notable 
and interesting RAF personnel past and present, history 
talks and chats over a brew with friends and partners 
such as the RAF Museum, Project Propeller and the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission. Read and 
watch suggestions saw RAF Association Liaison Officers, 
retired Air Vice-Marshals and the wife of the Chief of 
the Air Staff suggesting books, tv and films to help get 
everyone through lockdown and celebrity chefs have 
given recipes and tips to make food go further. One 
member wrote: “Thank you for making so much effort 
to put this programme together. I live alone and have 

Reaching out
Since March, 30,000 vulnerable members of the RAF community have been 
contacted to check how they are doing. More than 1,200 people are being 
supported by regular telephone befriending as part of Project OUTREACH, 
and Project BAGDROP has made more than 330 interventions. 

The telephone befriending was set up as an urgent response to the 
government’s guidance on social distancing, which had closed down 
the Association’s traditional face-to-face befriending support. As Project 
OUTREACH progressed, the number of regular telephone befrienders 
needed went up and the number of volunteer befrienders recruited 
has increased.

One volunteer said: “My befriendee regretted her failed memory, the 
blank-holes, her deep regret that she could no longer remember much 
about VE Day, her service activities, the stations on which she had served. 
Her self-confidence was pretty low. But by the time we concluded our 
chat, we’d teased-out that beween '39 and '45 she had been an airframe 
fitter, working on Wellingtons, Spits and Mossies. She longed to know 
more of her forgotten life. She was so excited as to what we HAD been able 
to revive, and said she is now looking forward to our next chat. I left my 

98-year-old Marjorie Thomas has learned how to use Zoom so she can 
keep in touch with her regular befriender, Sean. She says: “I can lip-read 
to help my hearing”.  © Sean Bell

RAF Charities news

Op CONNECT
As lockdown stretched on into summer 2020, the 
Association’s Op CONNECT pulled out all the stops 
to continue its vital work supporting, connecting 
with and entertaining isolated and vulnerable 
members of the RAF community.

been self isolating from the beginning, so listening to the enormous 
variety of speakers and subjects has not only helped to pass the time, 
but also educated me… always a good thing!”.

After people who were shielding were given the all clear to leave 
their homes in early August, the Association started considering how 
to adapt this project for the longer term. Meanwhile, anyone who is 
‘late to the Project ENTERTAIN party’ can catch up on all the sessions 
online whenever it suits you: bit.ly/ProjENTERTAIN

Left: Cadet Flight Sergeant Tom Lopez has been giving 
regular live concerts from home and his driveway as 
part of the Project ENTERTAIN broadcasts. © Tom Lopez  
Interviewees included top:  Air Commodore Suraya 
Marshall talking about her life as Commandant RAF 
College Cranwell, Director of Recruitment and Initial 
Officer Training © MOD/Crown 2019; above left: Squadron 
Leader John Peters who told of his time as a prisoner of 
war in Iraq © MOD/Crown 2019.  and, above right: Air Marshal 
Gerry Mayhew, describing his journey to RAF Deputy 
Commander (Operations) © MOD/Crown

befriendee feeling very appreciative of 
the RAF family, and feeling more part 
of it.”

As well as the telephone befriending, 
more unusual approaches have 
come to light. Marjorie Thomas 
(first mentioned in Air Mail in Bearly 
Believable, Air Mail April 2018) has 
recently learned how to use the online 
software Zoom to continue speaking 
to her regular befriender and Association ambassador Air Vice-Marshal 
Sean Bell. The 98-year-old says: “It is so great to see Sean once a week on 
Zoom.  My hearing is not what it once was, and I find telephone calls quite 
difficult to follow, but with Zoom I can see his face and lip-read to help my 
hearing, and of course I can have the volume quite high on my computer!  
It is a real treat to have a good natter once a week, and although our emails 
are great fun, I really look forward to our new weekly chats on Zoom.”
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NEWS

Very special volunteers
A digital specialist from Raytheon volunteered as telephone befriender 
for Project OUTREACH - the Association’s new telephone support service  
which contacted more than 30,000 RAF veterans during lockdown.  

Kitty Hung was one of many Raytheon UK employees who joined 
forces with 270 Association branches and more than 280 other 
volunteers to make welfare checks and befriending calls during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, She volunteered as part of Raytheon’s new 
corporate responsibility programme, ‘Forward Steps’. 

After undertaking the Association’s specially-designed online 
training course in spring 2020, she knew she was equipped with the 
skills she needs to handle the calls.  She was also assigned a volunteer 
coordinator at the Association, who provides ongoing support and 
gives advice on complex cases.

Having also been a special constable with the Metropolitan Police 
for 11 years, Kitty is no stranger to providing support to her local 
community. She has been involved in crime prevention initiatives and 
worked with elderly and vulnerable people.

“I am very grateful to be able to help RAF veterans, who are lonely 
and isolated during the coronavirus outbreak, as many of them are 
elderly and shielding,” said Kitty. “RAFA is a fantastic organisation 
providing vital welfare assistance to the veteran community.”

Thank you for all 
your support
Our immense gratitude goes to these generous supporters who have 
helped the Association’s COVID-19 Emergency Appeal raise £750,000 
towards our £10million shortfall. 

As well as the individuals, trusts and companies mentioned in the 
table to the right, many thousands of pounds has been donated by 
branches and through early Wings Appeal payments. A list of branch 
supporters was published in the July issue of Air Mail and other 
branches have given generously since. 

Thank you also to everyone else who has given since the July Air Mail 
reports, and also to those supporters who wish to remain anonymous.

Every donation helps the Association continue to provide vital 
welfare support.

“

“

I realised…that I had been deeply 
affected by the lockdown and felt so much 
better because those few moments on the 

phone had released a lot of tension.

“
“

Just wanted to say what a brilliant 
service you are all providing with Zoom chats. 

Over the past few months I have finished a 
college course in lockdown while entertaining 

and teaching my two children. The morning 
Zoom chats give me a nice break, while I am 
usually doing the dishes! I have to admit, I've 

learned so much more about the RAF through 
the Zoom meetings. At one point I was almost 
running to the AFCO to join up again, if only I 
could...... I find that the broad range of people 
that appear on Zoom inspiring and give much 
needed motivation to get through this difficult 

time. Keep up the good work!

The calls that volunteers have been making as part of Project 
OUTREACH aim to identify those who are particularly lonely or 
isolated. So far, more than 1,200 individuals have requested and been 
assigned a dedicated regular befriending volunteer.

The situations that the befrienders encounter vary hugely. One 
volunteer recalled their experience: “It was a pleasure talking to Mr W. 
We spoke about WWII and he told me so much I didn’t know about. 
I’m phoning him again next week and looking forward to the phone 
call.” However, not all calls are plain sailing and more challenging 
situations have arisen such as when ambulances needed to be 
called or it becomes evident that people have no supplies and are in 
dire straits.

Jeff Lewis, Chief Executive and Managing Director of Raytheon UK, 
said: “We thank RAFA for all the work they are doing to support our 
veterans at this unprecedented time and hope our partnership helps 
those most at risk."
Volunteer for Op 
CONNECT and help 
a veteran who has 
asked for regular 
phone calls. Email:
friend@rafa.org.uk

veterans at this unprecedented time and hope our partnership helps 

friend@rafa.org.uk

Right: “I am very 
grateful to be able to help,” says Kitty Hung, a Raytheon 
employee who regularly speaks to an RAF veteran by phone. © Raytheon

Trusts and Foundations 
Annington Trust

Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust 

Community Foundation for Lancashire 

Foundation Scotland 

Francis Winham Foundation 

Leicestershire and Rutland Community Foundation 

Lillie C Johnson Charitable Trust 

Ministry of Defence and the Cabinet Office 

Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations

Personal donations 
Duncan Barber

Philip Meeson

Corporates 
MBDA Missile Systems

Western Power Distribution
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including the 1930’s racing DH88 Comet, special operations Lysander, 
and the AR501 Spitfire. In August the drive-in format was extended 
to an evening of live singing before the Magnificent Musical Flying 
Display of Collection aircraft. Highlights of the night included the 
pyrotechnic aircraft display and the firework finale.

Stay At Home Airshow – the Bridge family
But it was a Lincolnshire family who usually organise all their 
weekends and Easter and summer holidays around air shows who 
were the first to adapt. Between 14 April and 1 May, Martin Bridge, 
his wife, daughter and son created their three YouTube videos of 
air shows in the back garden, complete with packed car parks, 
commentary, aircraft sound effects, tributes to the NHS and static 
and flying displays – entirely from their toy and model collections. 
Historic aircraft joined Chinooks, F-35B Lightnings and Red Arrows 
in formation with (cotton 
wool) smoke. They soon 
found themselves on BBC 
East Midlands’s TV and 
website and on Forces.net, 
with thousands watching 
their  videos online. Their 
third video included an 
introduction by the leader 
of the Red Arrows. bit.ly/
StayAtHomeAirShow2

Aircraft enthusiasts eagerly planning their annual tours of the air 
shows may have spent the summer in mourning as, one after another, 
2020’s events were cancelled. But the ingenuity of the display 
community has led to some amazing ideas and experiences that have 
reached many thousands more fans and ensured there has been some 
fun this summer.

RIAT – went virtual
Fans of the Royal International 
Air Tattoo experienced a 
weekend of free, live-streamed 
entertainment over the July 
show weekend. Chief Executive 
Officer, Paul Atherton, said: “We 
wanted to give the Air Tattoo 
experience to our visitors, 
participants and sponsors. This 
is our thank you for all their 
support, loyalty and goodwill 
during this difficult time.” The 
programme, presented from 
a studio by the Air Tattoo 
commentators, included a mix 
of new and archive footage, 
virtual air displays from around 
the world, aircraft tours, and 
interviews. In a unique twist 
there were also live ‘virtual’ 
displays flown on flight 
simulation programmes by 

skilled gamers from across Europe such as the Virtual Red Arrows. RAF 
eSports members followed the broadcast with a special tournament. 
The Virtual Air Tattoo also gave a ‘behind the scenes’ view of military 
aviation with content from the Royal Air Force, International Air Arms 
and Aerospace Industry Partners.  Watch again, as many times as you 
like at: airtattoo.com/virtual

Shuttleworth – drive ins
July saw visitors welcomed to a ‘drive-in’ airshow where they parked 
in a designated spot with enough space for a picnic and watched 
the Shuttleworth Collection’s historic flying display. Commentary 
and pre-show music were broadcast through FM radio, with a 
flying programme filled with favourite aircraft from the Collection - 

Boost for spotters 
as air shows adapt

Above Left: Red One in the studio for the Virtual Air Tattoo © RAFCTE
Top Right: Real life displays at the Shuttleworth Collection’s drive in 
airshows © darren harbor photography. Left: A private parking space, room for 
a picnic and a great view for thousands who tried out the Shuttleworth 
Collection’s drive in events. © darren harbor photography. Middle Right: The 
Bridge family’s careful recreation of everything about an airshow, from 
packed car parks to Red Arrows displays, was played on their YouTube 
channel. © Bridge Family. Above: The pyrotechnic aircraft perform in the 
firework finale of the Shuttleworth Collection’s musical flying display 
from 2019. This was re-organised as a drive in event for 2020. © darren 
harbor photography
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Air Cadets rock 
Britain’s Got Talent
‘Our’ Dave Massam, who has brought joy and entertainment to 
thousands of Association members and supporters through his online 
concerts for Project ENTERTAIN has another string to his bow.

At the end of May, the RAF Air Cadets Squadron Leader took the 
National Air Cadets’ choir to the Britain’s Got Talent auditions at the 
London Palladium. They “got four yeses” and hope to be moving on 
to the next stage of the television competition. As the RAF Air Cadets’ 
Choirmaster, he led more than 30 13- to 20-year-old singers and 
musicians through a rocking medley of Queen songs in front of Simon 
Cowell and the other Britain’s Got Talent judges, presenters Ant and 
Dec and a huge and appreciative TV studio audience.

The performance was shown on the newly-launched ‘Britain’s Got 
Talent: Unseen’, one of just eight programmes made available online 
after the TV main show on Saturday nights. You can catch up with the 
full performance and the backstage action now on YouTube via this 
link: bit.ly/CadetsRock

After having to pause filming of Britain’s Got Talent because of 
lockdown, ITV has announced that the show “ is on Saturday nights on 
ITV”. As Air Mail went to press, no specific dates or formats had been 
announced, nor had the final selection of acts for the next stage.

Dave Massam said, “It was an amazing day with the choir and we 
won’t forget it for a very long time. The RAF Air Cadets Music Services 

social media has been a 
little bit mad since then. 
The whole BGT show is 
shrouded in secrecy, so I 
am contractually obliged 
not to say anything about 
the future. But, as I said to 
Simon Cowell when we 
performed, after five years 
leading this talented group 
I really wanted to give them 
a national platform. The 
choir is incredibly versatile 
and can perform anything 
from classical to rock, with 
a plethora of talented 
singers truly showcasing the 
amazing talent the RAF Air 
Cadets has to offer.”

Remember your railcard
A veterans’ railcard, announced in January 2020, is still on track 
to be launched on Remembrance Day, 11 November. 

The new card, which will only be available in 
England at the moment, will cost 
£30 a year and will give up 
to a third off rail travel. Any 
veteran from any of the UK’s 
armed forces will be able to 
apply. 830,000 people are 
expected to be eligible for it. 
For the latest, see: 
railcard.co.uk

The new card, which will only be available in 
England at the moment, will cost 

veteran from any of the UK’s 

expected to be eligible for it. 

Above: On stage at the London Palladium, Choirmaster Dave Massam 
introduces the RAF Air Cadet National Choir to Simon Cowell and the 
TV judges. © BGT/Freemantle. Left: Corporal Craig Mattick from (1358) 
Pontardawe Squadron Air Cadets belted out the solo in the Queen 
medley. © BGT/Freemantle.

Veterans’  Gateway app
Veterans’ Gateway has launched a new 
app which helps veterans find support 
organisations in their area using their 
smartphone or tablet. The app user 
can find out about finances, housing, 
employment, relationship, support for 
physical and mental health, and more.

The easy-to-use directory and 
the map tool can be used to look 
for organisations in the user’s 
area, or to search by name, post 
code, or descriptive words (e.g. 
financial support).

For further support, users can 
contact the Veterans’ Gateway team 
via phone, email, or chat right from the 
home screen. The app will not feature 
all the sections currently available on 
the Veterans’ Gateway site, so users are 
encouraged to make sure they still use 
veteransgateway.org.uk for even more 
advice and information. 
The Veterans’ Gateway app is 
available on the Apple App Store and Google Play.

Winter flu jabs
Following concerns over the potential effect of suffering both seasonal 
flu and COVID-19 at the same time, the free winter flu vaccination 
programme in England is being extended. Around 30 million people at 
higher risk of COVID-19 due to age or health conditions will be offered 
the flu jab free of charge. Find more information at: bit.ly/NHSFluJabs
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Top: Betty and John found 
renewed love after a chance 
meeting at Flowerdown House 
Hotel. © Family archive. Above: Tony 
Sebastian-Reed at Buckingham 
Palace. Tony had accepted HM 
The Queen’s invitation to the 
annual Not Forgotten Garden 
Party and Leanne Cottrell and 
Chloe Moore of the Flowerdown 
House team supported him on 
the long journey. © RAF Association. 
Above Left: Cumbrian pipers on the 
lawn at Rothbury House – one 
of the regular entertainment 
highlights. © RAF Association. Below 
left: The gardens and hotel at 
Rothbury in Northumberland. 
©darrenkamaraphotography. Below 
right: David Dick holds the RAF100 
baton at Rothbury House 
reception and Tea on the Terrace 
celebration. The baton toured 
the UK during the 2018 RAF100 
celebrations. © RAF Association

Thank you for all 
the good times
As the doors close on the hotel services at Rothbury House and 
Flowerdown House, heartfelt thanks have been made to the teams 
who work there. 

Rothbury House in Northumberland was bought by the Association 
in 1993 and Flowerdown House in Weston-super-Mare in 1997. For 
several decades they have each provided carefree breaks and caring 
holidays for current and former RAF personnel.

Mark Shields, Head of Community Support says: “The whole 
Association thanks our colleagues and friends in the care teams, the 
housekeeping and kitchen teams and the management, reception 
and finance teams. They have made an enormous difference to many 
hundreds of people’s lives. Those guests’ memories will stay strong 
and it has been an immense pleasure for me to work with our hotels 
colleagues to bring warmth and comfort to the lives of others.”

From Tinsel and Turkey weekends at Christmas to Hallowe’en, Burns 
Night, Easter and Christmas celebrations, hotel guests were never 
short of entertainment. 
Armed Forces Days saw 
parades and memorial 
services. In Northumberland, 
the Rothbury Pipe Band 
and the Rothbury Folk Band 
were regular entertainers. 
Luncheon clubs brought in 
local armed forces veterans 
to add spice to the mix.

Day trips ranged from 
seaside tours to countryside 
drives and visits to local beauty spots and tourist attractions. In 2017 
guests at Flowerdown House visited the Weston Helicopter Museum 
to see the farewell fly past of the Lynx helicopters and also watched 

the Weston-super-Mare Air Festival from the hotel’s Beach Lawns.
In January 2018, Air Mail featured the story of Betty and John, a 

widow and widower who were regular guests and had met during 
a break at Flowerdown House. They married after a year of courting 
(when they travelled from Cornwall to Leicestershire to see each 
other), then settled in Weston-super-Mare. John said: “Visiting places 
like Flowerdown means you have the chance to meet new people. I 
tell people to go out and enjoy life. You won’t meet any new people 
unless you go out.”

Looking to the future, the Association is one hundred per cent 
committed to friendly respite breaks. Mark Shields says: “In 2019 we 
started testing other ways of providing seaside and country holidays 
with like-minded RAF folk. Our visits to The Moorings where we 
exclusively booked the hotel for 
a number of Association hotel 
guests were very successful. We 
hope that once the COVID-19 
vaccine has been developed 
or life has returned to some 
kind of normality for our older 
members, then we can resume 
these and further alternative 
respite facilities.
For further information on 
the background behind 
the closure of the hotels 
services, please see From 
The Chairman on page 6 of 
this issue of Air Mail.

 Betty and John found 

with like-minded RAF folk. Our visits to The Moorings where we 
exclusively booked the hotel for 

guests were very successful. We 

members, then we can resume 

Night, Easter and Christmas celebrations, hotel guests were never 

services. In Northumberland, 

and the Rothbury Folk Band 

seaside tours to countryside 

Top:
renewed love after a chance 
meeting at Flowerdown House 
Hotel. 
Sebastian-Reed at Buckingham 
Palace. Tony had accepted HM 
The Queen’s invitation to the 
annual Not Forgotten Garden 
Party and Leanne Cottrell and 
Chloe Moore of the Flowerdown 
House team supported him on 
the long journey. 
Above Left: 
lawn at Rothbury House – one 
of the regular entertainment 
highlights.
left: 
Rothbury in Northumberland. 
©darrenkamaraphotography. Below 
right: 
baton at Rothbury House 
reception and Tea on the Terrace 
celebration. The baton toured 
the UK during the 2018 RAF100 
celebrations

“I arrived at Rothbury to be greeted by a 
member of staff with a hug and in time 
for tea.  She had remembered me from 
my visit in August last year.”
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Light in the funding 
darkness
The £10million drop in the Association’s income this year because of 
the impact of the COVID-19 outbreak has been devastating. But in the 
darkness there is a little light. 

Support for branch clubs and the RAF community has been given a 
boost thanks to the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust. This charity 
backs a number of military charities and projects that create real 
change in forces communities across the UK. 

Veterans’ Community Centres programme:
In the last 12 months, a number of branch clubs across the Association 
have been allocated a share of more than £1million for renovations 
and repairs to help improve members’ health, wellbeing and 
social lives.

Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District Branch Club received funding in 
the first round of the programme, 
in 2019, and installed a commercial 
kitchen so they can cater better 
for their members, and create 
more opportunities to socialise. 
They finished their project earlier 
this year.

Branch Chairman, Gavin Marshall 
said: “The new kitchen will be a 
great asset that will make such a 
difference to our branch members 
and veteran community. We are 
really looking forward to providing 
more cost-effective events and 
functions,” [as soon as social 
distancing allows].

Removing Barriers to Family Life programme:
Two projects will help the RAF community. 

Earlier in 2020 the Association worked with CGI to launch Navigating 
Dementia, the first online support hub for serving RAF personnel 
living with dementia or caring for someone who has dementia.  A 
£76,000 grant will help further develop the website and extend it 
to people in the wider RAF community who may also be able to 
develop their understanding and help more, such as line managers of 
serving personnel.

A £337,000 grant has helped the Military Coworking Network, RAF 
Families Federation and the Association to set up digital and physical 
co-working hubs on military bases.  The hubs will support partners 
of serving personnel to work and study together; championing and 
supporting their identities, lives and careers.

Positive Pathways programme:
The Association has been awarded £70,000 to work in partnership 
with Loughborough University to develop veterans’ resilience and 
wellbeing through physical activities. More about this on page 16. 

NEWS

Time capsule for The Many 
A time capsule filled with tributes to the many people involved in 
the Battle of Britain will be buried in a special ceremony at the RAF 
Association Remembrance Garden on 31 October. The tributes will 
be part of the Association’s ‘Greatest Salute’ and will log the gratitude 
of current generations for the contribution of ground crew, aircrew, 
plotters, observers, radio and RADAR operators and the many, many 
others who helped support the Few. 

Santa Runs, Rudolph Rides 
Sign up now for your socially-distanced Christmas challenges. 
Any time in December you can run or cycle a distance of your 
choice to raise funds and we’ll send you seasonal fancy dress to 
wear while you do it. Commit to raise £20, set up your JustGiving 
page and get in touch. Santa Suits go to runners, Rudolph antlers 
to cyclists. Do both – get both. rafa.org.uk/get-involved/events 
for information. 

Reconnecting at Wittering 
The Association has stepped in to help serving personnel 
quarantining at RAF Wittering reconnect with the outside world. 
When rooms at the station were seconded to create a COVID-19 
quarantine facility, personnel needed access to the RAF Association 
wi-fi. The Association was able to ‘top up the subscription’ and make 
sure everyone had access again. Station Commander Group Captain 
Jo Lincoln said: ”Thank you. Your support is genuinely appreciated.”

Shopped and dropped  
Adult volunteers from the RAF Air Cadets in Sussex ‘shopped and 
dropped’ for 20 weeks to support vulnerable elderly residents at our 
Storrington independent living complex. After the initial shock of 
lockdown for the residents, and while the manager was prevented 
from being on site, the volunteers helped residents team up with 
neighbours or link up with family. The volunteers also successfully 
helped residents organise online deliveries.

Above: In March 2020 the first homemade lasagna emerged from the new 
kitchens at Grimsby and Cleethorpes Branch Club after their kitchen 
makeover. It swiftly became the last before lockdown, but the club is now 
open again and doing sausage rolls, pies, pasties, mash, peas and gravy 
for members. © Grimsby and Cleethorpes Branch. Left: Plates licked clean at the 
first members’ feast from the new kitchen at Grimsby and Cleethorpes 
Branch Club, just before lockdown. © Grimsby and Cleethorpes Branch
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Celebrating Belgian 
agent’s 100th birthday
A Belgian agent who walked 140 Allied airmen to safety along the 
Comet Line when she was a teenager in WWII has just celebrated 
her centenary, with the help of the 
Belgian Branch.

In honour of Monique (Henriette) 
Hanotte’s 100th birthday, and her 
contribution to the survival of 
members of the British armed forces, 
the branch made her an honorary 
member and arranged a certificate 
of congratulations from Air Marshal 
Sir Baz North, President of the RAF 
Association. Because of COVID-19 
restrictions, Branch President John 
Maas presented her with a cake 
ahead of her birthday on 10 August.  And on the day, the branch 
and the RAF were represented at a celebration organised by the 
Bourgmestre (mayor) of Nivelles. ‘Words of appreciation’ from the 
Association were read out at the small ceremony. 

The branch also introduced a Daily 
Telegraph journalist to Monique, and 
the paper ran a full feature on her life 
on Sunday 9 August.  [Air Mail plans to 
reproduce that in a future issue.]

NEWS

RAF Anniversaries
40 yrs ago (1980)
Oct 1 – The crew of a Sea King from RAF Lossiemouth rescued 22 
people from the Swedish ship Finneagle, which was on fire and 
in danger of exploding. The Sea King captain, Flight Lieutenant 
Michael Lakey, was awarded the George Medal.
Dec 2 – The first Chinook was accepted into service at 
RAF Odiham.

55 yrs ago (1965)
Dec 27 – A Whirlwind from RAF Leconfield rescued three men 
from the water during a snow storm after the off-shore drilling 
platform Sea Gem capsized off the north-east coast of England. 
The winchman, Flight Sergeant John Reeson, was awarded the 
George Medal.

60yrs ago (1960)
Nov 1 – The Queen’s Colour Squadron of the RAF was established, 
staffed by officers and airmen of the RAF Regiment.

75yrs ago (1945)
Oct 31 – Tiger Force, the bomber force created for operations 
against Japan, was disbanded.
Nov 7 - The first officially confirmed speed record for a jet aircraft, 
606.25mph, was achieved by Group Captain H J Wilson in a Meteor 
F4 at Herne Bay, Kent.
Nov 30 – Air Transport Auxiliary disbanded. During the war its 
1,152 men and 166 women pilots ferried 307,378 aircraft.  136 
men and 15 women died in service. 

80 yrs ago (1940)
Oct 31 – The Battle of Britain was officially regarded as having 
come to an end.
Nov 13 – The Halifax bomber entered operational service with 35 
Squadron at RAF Leeming.

90 yrs ago (1930)
Oct 5 – British attempts to create lighter-than-air aircraft ended 
when R101 – the largest airship in the world – crashed north 
of Paris, killing the Secretary of State for Air and the Director of 
Civil Aviation.

Living in our shoes
‘Living in our Shoes: Understanding the needs of the UK Armed 
Forces families’ was published in July.  An extensive report by Andrew 
Selous MP and Professor Jan Walker (commissioned by the Ministry of 
Defence), it looks at a range of issues that have an impact on the lives 
of serving families. 

The RAF Families Federation submitted evidence for the review and 
met with the review team to be interviewed.  Maria Lyle, Director 
of the RAF Families Federation says: “We feel the majority of the 
recommendations in the report could make a really positive impact, 
and look forward to championing some specific recommendations on 
education, partner employment, support to children with additional 
needs, and accommodation.”  

Please get in touch with the Federation if you have any queries or are 
interesting in learning more about this important 
review by emailing us at enquiries@raf-ff.org.uk.
You can read the full report on the Families 
Federation website at: bit.ly/LivingInOurShoes 

Right: The report. It illustrates the impacts of 
repeated relocations on children’s education 
and partners’ employment, long periods of 
family separation while serving personnel are on 
deployment, disruptions in healthcare and the 
many challenges UK Armed Forces families cope 
with every day. These can include social isolation, 
loneliness and mental health issues. © MOD/Crown

Above: A formal celebration of Monique’s 
100th with the Bourgmestre de Nivelles. 
She is centre, without a face mask. Top 
Left: Information about Monique’s life as 
an agent. Left: Monique’s 100th birthday 
cake, with love from RAF Association. 
© RAF Association Belgian Branch
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Losing the path – and raising £28,000
A group of four fundraisers who found their carefully-planned event 
cancelled because of COVID-19 has managed to raise double their 
target after ‘going virtual’.

RAF Cranwell RAF Association Liaison Officer Corporal Ash Oldroyd-
Clarke explains: “A small team of us were due to complete the 
Pathfinder march in June. It is an annual 74-kilometre (46-mile) run 
or walk around the county of Cambridgeshire, England. The route 
visits the former air bases of the famous Royal Air Force Pathfinder 
Force which was a vital component of Bomber Command during the 
Second World War.

“We were gutted when this year’s march was cancelled because 
of the pandemic,” he said. “As a team we decided to complete the 
distance of the march independently, over a seven-day period, in the 
hope we could still raise something for RAFA’s great work.”

The team also decided to open up their ‘virtual Pathfinder attempt’ 
to as many participants as possible, and the response was amazing.

106 civilian and military personnel, serving in locations across the 
UK and the world – including Belgium, Cyprus and various operational 
theatres – completed the full distance. They ran or walked or did a 
mixture of both between 14 and 20 June, logging their distances 
using tracking apps and uploading them to prove their progress to 
their sponsors.

£28,000 was raised, 280 per cent more than the original target.

Above: The ‘virtual Pathfinder’ team from RAF Leeming formed up 
according to government guidelines next to their Tornado F3 gate 
guardian. They then went their separate ways to complete the challenge 
and contribute to the amazing total raised. ©MOD/Crown 2020

RAFA Kidz’ garden 
transformed

The outdoor space at RAFA Kidz Odiham has been transformed 
by the RAF Association with support from the RAF Benevolent 
Fund and station Community Development Officer, Linzi Neal.

As well as new fencing and storage sheds for the outdoor toys, the 
garden has a natural grass area and an all weather area, raised beds 

“The garden space is amazing 
and gives [my son] a chance to 
burn off some of his energy” 
Review on Daynurseries.co.uk

for the children to plant flowers, fruits and vegetables, and a mud 
kitchen - complete with pots and pans. Climbing equipment includes 
huge new tyres as well as the climbing frame and slide, and new play 
areas like the teepee are all made of wood. The large new sandpit has 
enough room for everyone who wants to play there.

Speaking in July soon after contractors finished the garden, Kate 
Richards, nursery manager, said: “The whole space is beautiful and all 
the children love to learn out there. They have been busy planting in 
the growing area and hopefully will enjoy a harvest of vegetables at 
the end of the summer. The parents really like what they see.

“We are particularly excited about the mud kitchen!” Kate added. 
Keep up with all the latest from RAFA Kidz Odiham – from what they 
saw on their walks around station to the wildlife they found nesting in 
their garden on Facebook: @RAFAKidzOdiham.

Above: Raised beds for the children to plant flowers, vegetables and fruits, 
and help develop their understanding of how things grow. Left: The all 
weather section will allow the children to play outside even in the rain.  
The natural grass and shrubs in the other part of the garden will allow 
them to see insects and wildlife up close. ©MOD/Crown 2020
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Association joins 
Loughborough Uni 
to lead new veterans’ 
support programme

Specialist programmes for military veterans who are struggling with 
their mental wellbeing are being set up to help them enhance their 
social resilience and overall welfare.

Starting in March 2021, four short courses will be run at 
Loughborough University, as a mix of residential stays and one-day 
sessions. The veterans will take part in a range of activities, including 
social resilience workshops, practical healthy cooking lessons, sessions 
on improving sleep quality and team-based physical activity such as 
wheelchair basketball, walking football and yoga.

The project was conceived and is being led by Wing Commander 
Craig White, a PhD student in Loughborough’s School of Sport, 
Exercise and Health Sciences, with support from Dr Jamie Barker and 
Dr Kristen Clements. It was designed following a consultation with 
veterans and is open to former members of all three military services.

The RAF Association is the project’s lead military charity and helped 
develop the questions as well as circulate them to veterans during 
the consultation. Rory O’Connor, Director of Welfare and Policy at 
the Royal Air Forces Association said: “There is a wealth of published 
evidence that suggests sport, exercise and physical activity enhance 
mental wellbeing, and reduce the risk of mental illness. By the end of 
this innovative partnership project we hope to further understand the 
effectiveness of an activity-based intervention to increase wellbeing 

and resilience in military veterans, and to have made a big difference 
to the stress levels and lives of the participants.”

Wing Commander White said: “The importance of this project has 
been further emphasised by the experience of veterans suffering from 
increased mental health issues, loneliness, and social isolation during 
the Covid-19 lockdown.”

The project, which will help 48 veterans in total, is being funded by 
the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust, as part of its Positive Pathways 
Programme - providing regional activities to veterans who have need 
support with their mental wellbeing.

The University and the Association are working with several partners 
to deliver the courses, which will be run either as one five-day course 
or as five one-day sessions delivered over five weeks. These include: 
the RAF Benevolent Fund; the Royal British Legion; Charnwood, 
Melton and Rushcliffe borough councils, Rutland County Council and 
the NHS Transition Intervention Liaison Service East Midlands.

RAF Benevolent Fund
The RAF Benevolent Fund is providing additional support to meet 
the extra needs of the RAF family during the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Fund has launched a specialist counselling service for 11- to 
18-year-olds. It offers support on a range of mental health issues 
such as anxiety, depression, sexuality, bullying, family change and 
more. Call the Listening and Counselling team on 0300 222 5703 for 
more information.

Initially only available to those in the serving community, the 
Fund’s existing Relationship Support Service has been extended 
to the veteran community. Delivered in partnership with Relate, it 
aims to help couples talk to a trained counsellor via face-to-face 

counselling, telephone counselling or web-based live chat. 
A 24-hour emotional support helpline has been launched, in 

partnership with Vita Health Group. The service is ideal for people 
who feel the Fund’s existing Listening and Counselling service isn’t 
right for them or those who would prefer to access one-off support. 
The service can be accessed by calling 0300 222 5703.

All members of the RAF family can also now access an online 
portal which offers a diverse range of support tools, articles, 
podcasts and videos. The platform has a wealth of information 
from budgeting support and debt advice, nutrition, and sleep 
tips, to information on managing stress and building resilience.  
And the Benevolent Fund now offers access to Headspace, the 
online mindfulness platform, for RAF partners and spouses. It was 
previously only available to serving personnel.

Above: Wheelchair basketball, walking football and yoga will form just 
part of the programmes to help veterans build their mental resilience.  
Wikkicommons © University of the Fraser Valley.  Left: The RAF Association is the 
lead military charity in Loughborough University’s School of Sport, 
Exercise and Health Sciences project. Below: Practical healthy cooking 
sessions will be given alongside sport and activities, sessions on sleep 
and other support to help build good mental health. Wikkicommons © 
National Cancer Institute
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Are you or someone you care about �nding 
it tough? We are holding mental wellbeing 
training courses online for non-serving 
members of the RAF family.
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Delivering from harm

The stricken Whaley Bridge dam 
was threatening to burst.  But eight 
RAF crews flew three Chinooks for 
58 hours and delivered more than 
600 tons of aggregate over a six-day 
period. Meanwhile emergency services 
drained millions of gallons of water 
from the Toddbrook resevoir. But the 
RAF may not have been there at all 
had it not been for the team of RAF 
Regional Liaison Officers – on call 24/7 
throughout the year, to prevent trouble 
and to help us through the dark times. 

“There are two ways 
of hearing about a 
disaster,” says Wing 

Commander Gary Lane. “With 
Manchester Arena, like a lot of 
people, I saw it on Twitter first and 
we were called out later. When 
we were called to the Doncaster 
floods it was 11 November and I 
had been on parade in town. I had 
walked home in my number ones 
and we were just sitting down 
for lunch and the phone went. 
My wife said: ‘You’re going to go 
aren’t you’. So sometimes you 
get a feeling – a rising tide. Other 
times it’s instant and you don’t 
know it’s going to come.”

The Wing Commander is one of 
ten RAF Regional Liaison Officers, 
responsible for military assistance 
to civil authorities. He is speaking 
a year after the Toddbrook 
Resevoir dam was damaged and 
the nation held its breath for the 
6,000 inhabitants of the town of 
Whaley Bridge in the valley below. 
Like all RAFRLOs, he sits on ‘three 
hours notice to effect’. “But we are 
fully equipped with laptops and 
phones, so a lot of the response 
can be even faster, from home, 
“ he says. “We can Zoom into 

partners’ meetings, or get on the 
road to a strategic co-ordinating 
cell or tactical co-ordinating 
group, or go to scene.

“With Whaley Bridge I had been 
working from home that week 
and had just dropped my kids off 
at a football match. On the car 
radio I heard that this dam was in 
trouble. And you look at and it go: 
‘I think there could be something 
here’ and start working out who 
might fetch the kids at the end of 
the match. My wife is incredibly 
good at picking up the pieces so I 
can just get out of the door.

“Of course, there was a request 
for military assistance, even 
though the people who had 
looked at the maps and pictures 
thought the military couldn’t 
do anything. But I wanted to go 
down and get my eyes on it,” says 
Gary. So he drove down to the 
Peak District. “It was like Challenge 
Anneka.” [Readers under 30 should 
Google 80s TV programmes. Ed] . “I 
pulled up at this house in uniform 
and asked this couple: ‘Do you 
know where all the police trucks 
and everything are?’ And they said 
‘Are you going to save our town?’. 
I wasn’t sure I was going to save Wing Commander Gary Lane 

watching the Chinook bolster 
the dam: “It’s about knowing 
what the RAF can offer a 
situation”. © MOD/Crown 2019
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Delivering from harm

the town, but I was going to be 
part of the team who were going 
to have a good go. 

“There is that real trust in the 
RAF and the military,” Gary says. 
“When I walked up to the dam 
there was a civil engineer who I 
am still in touch with now. He still 
says; ‘As soon as I saw you walk 
into the office, I knew that we 
were going to be able to do it’. 
But there were three main things 
that we all had to do to succeed, 
and the RAF was involved in 
just one of them. First we had to 
drain the water out – Kier’s 55 
civil engineers and Derbyshire 
Fire and Rescue service did a 
phenomenal job on that. Second 
we had to make the dam safe 
(the RAF with civil engineers) and 
third we had to stop more water 
going into the reservoir (which 
was the civil engineers and fire 
service again).” The Canal and 
Rivers Trust, Environment Agency 
and countless others were also 
involved. “A lot of the time the 
military response is only a small 
percentage part of what’s going 
on,”, explains Gary. “So yes, we 
did stop the dam from bursting 
– but our job was to buy time 
for the whole incident team to 
empty the reservoir.”

“I’ve been involved in snow 
in Cumbria, in the aftermath of 
the Manchester Arena Bomb, 
wildfires on Saddleworth Moor 
and a couple of floods – including 
in Doncaster at the end of 2019. 
RAFRLOs suggested that RAF 
Reservists could help with the 
COVID-19 testing stations. I was 
involved in getting a helicopter 
out to rescue a cow too. 
Apparently it happens all the time 
in Switzerland.”

Gary thinks back to “the snow 
relief in Cumbria. We were getting 
food and logs and supplies out to 
people to buy them time and give 
the snow a chance to melt. Our 
aid is an emergency response. 
The military are not there to do 
everything, so it’s buying time for 
local authorities to come up with 
a commercial response.

Gary is a full-time reservist. He’s 
been in the job for four and half 
years and has eight to go. So is 
his colleague, Wing Commander 
Dave Warren. Part of No 11 Group, 
Dave Warren heads up the team 
from RAF Operations at High 
Wycombe. RAF Regional Liaison 

Officers work full time with the 
police, fire, ambulance and local 
authorities to provide a conduit 
between them, the military 
before and during emergencies.

“RAFRLOs are the planners and 
the military responders,” Dave 
explains. In fact, during this 
interview he receives the latest 
long-term UK weather forecast 
email with flood predictions. 
The team has been stood up for 
a lot of floods recently: Whaley 
Bridge, Doncaster and Sheffield, 
Wainfleet in Lincolnshire and, in 
2014, the Somerset Levels.

“But the RAF and the army are 
now embedded in the military 
planning teams for each of those 

Military help has to be formally requested through the Military 
Aid to Civil Authorities (MACA) in two ways: 
• By civilian groups through the MACA such as at Whaley Bridge.
• By the government, top down – for example the RAF was asked 

to plan responses to the COVID-19 outbreak from January 2020 
onwards, at the request of the government. And plans were not 
put into action until the government requested it – after which 
military resources from all three armed forces were used to set up 
Nightingale Hospitals, to run COVID-19 testing stations, support 
the NHS and much more.

There are three legal criteria for the provision of Military Aid to 
Civil Authorities:
• Military aid should always be the last resort. The use of mutual 

aid, other agencies, and the private sector must be otherwise 
considered as insufficient or be unsuitable.

• The Civil Authority lacks the required level of capability to fulfil the 
task and it is unreasonable or prohibitively expensive to expect it 
to develop one.

• The Civil Authority has a capability, but the need to act is urgent 
and it lacks readily available resources.

Departments requesting military assistance, such as  the 
Environment Agency, will need their own minister’s endorsement, 
and must accept the financial costs.

The RAFRLO worked with police 
to close a local road for six days - 
creating an area for the Chinook 
team to load up 600 tonnes of 
aggregate. © MOD/Crown 2019
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“The 
Chinook 

stole the show 
– but there were 

three main things 
that we had to 

do.”

The Chinook was the most visible of the RAF support 
services at Whaley Bridge. © MOD/Crown 2019



Delivering from harm

regional civil disaster response 
groups, which makes everything 
much more efficient and means 
relationships grow stronger all 
the time,” Dave explains. “The 
Army is very good at providing 
boots on the ground and if they 
are not involved in any ongoing 
military exercises or theatres of 
war, they are available to help. 
The RAF and the Royal Navy 
are much more technical in 
their support, and tend to be 
asked to release aircraft or other 
specialist equipment or provide 
specialist knowledge.

But Dave is also at pains to 
acknowledge that “RAF people 
are involved in that support 
too. There is a 40-person chain 
of people behind every single 
Chinook – three crew on the 
aircraft, 30 engineers on the 
ground, then ops, Joint Helicopter 
Command, Air Traffic Control 
and more.”

“And we’ve also got a huge 
range of talented people who 
are RAFRLOs. And all, bar one 
civilian, are full time reservists. 
Some have been in their roles 
for 15 or 20 years, building up 
considerable knowledge and 
relationships. There’s a former 
Air Commodore, and a couple of 
guys who were corporals - all are 
now Wing Commanders.

“Our roles go from dealing 
with flooding, terrorist attacks, 
pandemics and nuclear accidents, 
to the death of Her Majesty The 
Queen or His Royal Highness 
The Duke of Edinburgh and 
organisation of State funerals, he 

explains. “We also have a standing 
plan called Op Caribbean 
to support British overseas 
territories in the Caribbean 
through the hurricane season – 
Op RUMEN, the RAF and Royal 
Navy response to the devastation 
of Hurricane Irma was part of this.”

In any UK incident, once the 
RAFRLO has worked with the 
civilian team and suggested that 
an asset could help a particular 
situation, there’s a chain of 
requests that can take as little 
as two hours to complete. The 
request comes from the civil lead 
and is sent to the Joint Regional 
Liaison Officer (the RAFRLO’s army 
colleagues) who sit at SCG Level 
(Strategic Co-ordinating Group). 
They complete what’s called an 
Annexe B Request which goes 
into the Ministry of Defence. If the 
MOD authorises the use of the 

Have office, will travel. Gary Lane 
at the Whaley Bridge incident. 
© Wg Cdr Gary Lane

Below: Partners 
in the incident 
room at Whaley 
Bridge. It’s 
normally a 
local football 
club’s changing 
room. 

aircraft then that request goes 
out to the relevant RAF station. 
There is a Chinook is on national 
standby at all times. Gary Lane 
continues: “At Whaley Bridge 
we had the aircraft on scene at 
5.30am after a request at 10pm, 
though that was intentionally 
slow because we didn’t want it on 
scene until first light.”

It’s also the RAFRLO’s job to 
figure out where aircraft can land. 
At Whaley Bridge, Gary worked 
with the police to have a road 
closed so it could be used to load 
the Chinook. The quarry filled 
the aggregate bags and trucked 
them down to the tarmac. 
The Joint Helicopter Support 
Squadron travelled to Derbyshire 
on the first Chinook and brought 
their own bags with them, and 
loaded the aggregate onto the 
helicopter from the road so it 
could be dropped on the dam. 
They occasionally worked into the 

The RAF has a standing operation, 
Op Caribbean, to provide 
hurricane relief. © MOD/Crown 2017

Below: The plan for the dam. © Wg Cdr Gary Lane
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Delivering from harm

night loading 
the Chinook, but mostly 

during daylight. “Sometimes we 
are the quieter, forgotten bit of 
the team.” says Gary, “like the guys 
and girls who refuel the aircraft - 
who are incredible, and the Joint 
Helicopter Support Squadron 
who worked massive hours 
getting those bags of aggregate 
slung under the aircraft in hot, 
heavy conditions.”

And the teams have to look 
after themselves during the 
crises. Gary says, “For Whaley 
Bridge, I had left my home at 6pm 
on Thurs evening. I had rested 
a little bit but not slept while I 
was on site. But the adrenaline 
was running. By mid afternoon 
Friday I was set to leave, and then 
I got the call that I was to host 
the prime minister’s visit that 
evening. So I got home at 10pm 
Friday night and hadn’t slept at 

all. I had been 
relieved by RAFRLO 

South West Wing Commander 
Pez Coles, who flew up on one of 
the Chinooks and took over the 
job for the weekend. I went back 
on the Monday and, because it 
was all a little more planned then, 
I was able to go a local hotel and 
get a few hours rest there. But we 
also sleep in the car and I have 
a tent in the back of my military 
transport truck.  If you’ve got a 
hammock you can sling it in the 
changing room – it’s that sort of 
detail. Sometimes you can even 
go home and cover the job from 
there. It depends on the activity.

At Whaley Bridge operational 
control was the local football 
ground. The changing room 
had been turned into a meeting 
room and they had a little kitchen 
there. “We were looked after with 
tea, coffee, bacon rolls, food; the 
local people were baking cakes,” 
Gary says, “So we lived like kings 
for that time.”

While the RAFRLO team didn’t 
get a Millie or a Koessler Award 
for their work – like the Chinook 
squadron - they are proud of their 
contribution. Dave Warren again: 
“The front and centre are always 
the Chinooks; they are the visible, 
practical outcome of what we 
are doing in the background. But 
anything we’ve done as part of 
the RAFRLO team, I am 
proud of.” And he 
mentions that 
after the dam 
was saved, 
Whaley 
Bridge 
Football 
Club 
formally 
applied to 
MOD Defence 
Licensing to 
ask to wear the 
Chinook squadron 
badge on their team shirts. 
Gary Lane adds, “We don’t 
normally stay in touch after an 
incident. But the football club 
looked after us massively. And, 
a year on, one of their football 
pitches is still a building site as 
the contractors are on it. We really 
wanted to do something for 
and with them and had planned 
an RAF FC vs Whaley Bridge FC 
match for the first anniversary of 
the event. Clearly we weren’t able 
to because of COVID, but we’ll 
look to do something as soon as 
the situation allows.

And after an emergency is 
over, what is an average week 

for a RAFRLO? Gary says: “You 
don’t have an average week. You 
generally tend to be planning 
meetings with partners for an 
exercise, table top planning, or 
running a live exercise. It could 
be running training calendars 
or working with RAF stations 
on post-crash management 
exercises. You work with all those 

people so that when they 
do need military aid, 

you walk into a 
room and they 

know you.
“Yet we 

mustn’t be 
military 
about it. 
We are 

always - at 
every incident 

- supporting 
them. Our job 

is to know what 
amazing resources the RAF 

might be able to offer. But the 
incident is not our activity. We 
can’t just roll in and go: ‘Right, 
this is me. I’m Wing Commander 
Lane and we’re going to do this, 
this, this and this’, because that’s 
not going to work. You’ve got to 
have emotional intelligence, be 
a team player and translate what 
you want to say and work out 
what they need – even when they 
don’t yet know. Humanitarian aid 
doesn’t have to be just in sandy, 
dusty places. What keeps me 
going  is knowing that I am able 
to change people’s lives, here, for 
the better.” AM

night loading 

all. I had been 
relieved by RAFRLO 

South West Wing Commander 
Pez Coles, who flew up on one of 

Left: The relationship with the local people was very different to other 
incidents. © Wg Cdr Gary Lane

Above: RAF Regional Liaison Officers know they have skilled people 
and specific assets they can call upon – such as No 2 Military Transport 
Squadron, here helping during ‘The Beast From The East’ © MOD/Crown 2018

Wing Commander Gary Lane was the Regional Liaison officer at the 
Saddleworth Moor fires © MOD/Crown 2018
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“It’s knowing 
what we’ve got 

in the Air Force and 
knowing what we 

can do with it.”
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can help you � nd the advice and support you need.
Caring for a loved one with dementia can be bewildering and
challenging. Sometimes, it’s hard to know where or who to
turn to for help. Often, it can feel like you’re lost.

Now, the RAF Association can guide you through the fog.
We’ve teamed up with Alzheimer’s Society
to create a new service called Navigating Dementia. 

This bespoke online hub connects you to other carers
and families a� ected by dementia, and steers you
towards further resources and support. 
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know someone in the RAF community who does,
visit  rafa.org.uk/dementia now to � nd out more.

For 90 years, we’ve supported the RAF community
through all kinds of adversity. Now, through
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face one of your greatest ever challenges.
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The RAF’s victory in the 
Battle of Britain came at 
the cost of many aircrew; a 

large number of whom were lost 
in the English Channel and North 
Sea. Those who were rescued had 
a motley selection of civilian, RAF, 
Royal Navy and Royal National 
Lifeboat Institution (RNLI) vessels 
to thank for their lives.

The RAF’s contribution had 
included just 13 seagoing High 
Speed Launch (HSL) vessels, 
three of which were generally 
unserviceable or otherwise 
unavailable. Only ten covered the 
Channel and North Sea.

In the last three weeks of July 
1940 alone, 220 RAF aircrew went 
missing or were confirmed killed 
at sea, with 260 more joining 
them by the end of October. 
The losses were shocking, as 
was the country’s inability to 
reach survivors. So a sea rescue 

OvercomingOvercoming

Lessons from the Battle of Britain resulted in the formation of a service dedicated 
to rescuing airmen downed at sea. Paul Eden, aviation journalist and author of 
The Official Illustrated History of RAF Search and Rescue, explores how it started.

organisation was established 
in August 1940 to coordinate 
recoveries in the Channel and 
North Sea, with much of the task 
falling to RAF Coastal Command.

It was quickly realised that 
providing downed airmen with 

flotation equipment, rations 
and medical supplies might 
dramatically improve their 
chances of survival. One outcome 
of this was the Thornaby bag – 
developed at Coastal Command’s 
RAF Thornaby – which would be 

dropped to survivors from an 
aircraft. Notable not only for its 
life-saving contribution, it also 
it signalled the move towards 
delivering rescue, or at least part 
of a rescue, from the air.

The Thornaby bag was 

Two High Speed Launches at sea. © MOD/Crown

cruel seacruel seathethe

The origins of RAF Search and Rescue
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introduced in 1940, and RAF 
Bircham Newton soon followed 
with its ‘barrel’, produced from 
bomb parts and a cylindrical 
container, with similar 
contents. At RAF Lindholme, 
station commander Group 
Captain Waring and his 
team took the concept a 
stage further. Incorporating 
a self-inflating dinghy into 
a 500lb bomb tail section, 
and attaching it by ropes to 
four 250lb bomb sections each 
containing equipment and 
supplies. Aircrew were expected 
to swim to the dinghy once it had 
been dropped then haul in the 
other containers.

In spite of the measures already 
in place, the air-sea rescue 
service in late 1940 lacked a key 
ingredient: coordination between 
RAF commands. No matter how 
many High Speed Launch vessels 
were available, there would be 
no real improvement in efficiency 
if the boats’ crews had little idea 
where they were needed.

24 January 1941 was set as 

the date for the appointment 
of a Director of Air Sea Rescue 
Services (ASRS) who would 
address this fundamental 
problem. Since the organisation 
was schemed as a joint RAF/Royal 
Navy effort, its first director was 
Group Captain Croke of the RAF 

and his second in command was 
Captain Howe of the Royal Navy.

The Directorate of ASRS was 
assigned three primary tasks: 

to coordinate all sea rescue 
operations for aircraft and 
aircraft crews; to provide 
equipment that could be 
dropped by aircraft at crash 
sites in order to improve the 

aircrews’ chances until the 
arrival of rescue craft; and to 

provide adequate marine craft, 
moored buoys and other aids 
to rescue.

Emphasising the requirement 
for cooperation, the directorate 
was attached to the Area 
Combined Headquarters of 
Coastal Command’s 15, 16, 18 
and 19 Groups, which effectively 
divided Great Britain into four 
areas of responsibility, with a 
directorate liaison officer working 
closely with each group. 

Within these areas of 
responsibility it was considered 
that any RAF station ought to 
provide air sea rescue (ASR) 
assistance as needed. The RAF’s 
Army Cooperation Command was 
already employing the Westland 
Lysander on such missions, 
especially in southern England. 
The aircraft’s anti-invasion coastal 
patrol from the Wash in East 
Anglia and all along the coast 
until Milford Haven in Wales 
already reached 20 miles from 
the coast.

As well as defining practical 
means of rescue, the directorate 
also worked alongside the 
Ministry of Aircraft Production 
on ways to improve crew safety 
and provide survival equipment. 
Techniques and procedures were 
developed for safer ditching and 
safety drills devised for use post-
crash. Later, real life incidents 
were written up and their 
descriptions circulated with notes 
on what crews had done well and 
areas in which they may have 
taken more successful courses 
of action. A crew well-practised 
in survival procedures was far 
more likely to be rescued – by any 
means – than one simply hoping 
for the best.

Statistics for early 1941 showed 
that a pilot downed at sea prior 
to the ASRS’s formation stood 
only a 20 per cent chance of 
rescue. Between February and 
June 1941 this rose to 46 per cent. 
The production of HSL vessels 
therefore continued, equipping 
units all around the British coast 
and overseas.

Even while these extra HSLs 
were being built, the newly 
developed airborne systems 

“A pilot downed 
at sea prior to the 
ASRS’s formation 

stood only a 20 per 
cent chance of 

rescue.”

Left hand page, top: Canadian pilot 
Sergeant Goodwin, rescued by 
the crew of a HSL after being 
forced to ditch his Spitfire in the 
Mediterranean. January, 1943. 
© MOD/Crown

Right: The contents of a Thornaby 
survival pack dropped by an ASR 
aircraft to aircrew forced down 
in the Mediterranean in 1942. It 
contains iron rations, a torch, first 
aid kit, cigarettes, barley sugar, 
distress signals, condensed milk, 
tomato juice, batteries, a clasp 
knife, whistle and bottle of water. 
© MOD/Crown

The origins of RAF Search and Rescue

The Goldfish Club
In 1942, Charles Robertson had the idea of 
founding a club in tribute to those airmen 
who had survived ditching in the sea.

Robertson was 
chief designer at P 
B Cow & Co, which 
specialised in the 
manufacture of 
dinghies and other 
air-sea rescue 
apparatus. The 
idea of forming 
the club came to 

him after men whose lives had been saved 
by the firm’s equipment began visiting the 
factory to thank its employees.

At first only RAF flying crews were eligible 
for membership, but soon applications 

poured in from 
allied air forces 
from every 
theatre of the war. 

Members received a badge embroidered 
with a winged goldfish flying above two 
blue waves. They also got a waterproof 
membership card, on the reverse of which was 
a drawing showing the various elements of 
air-sea rescue.

Today, the Goldfish Club continues to offer 
membership to those who have survived 
“coming down in the drink”, including civilians.
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Goldfish Club membership card. The front, signed by Charles 
Robertson, reads: ‘This is to certify that Flight Lieutenant H J Pavitt has 
qualified as a member of the Goldfish Club by escaping death by the 
use of his emergency dinghy on February 19th, 1944.’ © Sergeant F J Snoxall



began showing their worth. 
In April 1941 a Whitley heavy 
bomber ditched.  Its crew 
survived 72 hours before being 
picked up thanks to a Thornaby 
bag and Lindholme kit. Only 
two months later, a Hampden 
bomber crew survived eight days 
in their dinghy before another 
Hampden on air sea rescue duty 
spotted them. The Lindholme 
equipment it dropped sustained 
the crew until a launch arrived, 
but they were perhaps only hours 
from being lost. The incident 
demonstrated that even though 
more suitable equipment was 
arriving in quantity, the process 
of searching for survivors 
remained inadequate.

More specialised aircraft and 
dedicated ASR units were clearly 
the way forward. In particular, an 
aircraft that could land on water, 
recover survivors and then take 
off for home would remove much 
of the complication of having a 
spotter aircraft guide a boat to 
the incident location. The Royal 
Navy was already operating the 
Supermarine Walrus. The small 

flying boat had been ordered 
for naval and RAF use as early 
as May 1935, but the bulk of 
deliveries had gone to the Royal 
Navy. RAF requests for aircraft to 
be transferred for the ASR role 
initially fell on deaf ears, but six 
aircraft were reluctantly released.

The Walrus was fully capable 
of alighting unless the sea state 

was too severe, and had a 
limited payload capacity 

for survivors. Its arrival 

into RAF service proper in 
September 1941 coincided with 
the formation of the Service’s first 
dedicated flying ASR units. On 7 
January 1942, a Walrus departed 
RAF Valley in search of a crashed 
Anson crew. Having located the 
survivors, it was able to set down 
beside their dinghy and effect a 
successful rescue – even though 
weight issues meant this had to 
be completed in two trips. 

More additions and refinements 

Below: Personnel and aircraft of 276 Squadron assembled at 
Harrowbeer in March 1943 show the resources needed to 

mount a single air-sea rescue sortie. The aircraft (front to rear) 
are: Avro Anson, Spitfire and Walrus. © MOD/Crown

Left: Not all rescues were undertaken by military vessels. 
These RAF air crew were photographed coming ashore after 
their rescue by a Danish fishing boat, having crashed into 
the sea after a raid on Hamburg in 1944. © RAF Museum

The origins of RAF Search and Rescue

The T1333 dinghy radio 
by Ewen Cameron, RAF Museum

When examples of the German Luftwaffe’s NS2 
emergency transmitter fell into British hands, 
engineers were so impressed with its compact 
design and ease of use that they set about creating 
a version of their own – the T1333 – to be used on 
a range of RAF dinghies.

The German NS2 had been introduced in 1941. It 
consisted of a transmitter, a kite to keep the aerial 
wire aloft, balloons with hydrogen generators to 
lift the kite into position and a set of instructions. 
No batteries were needed, as an SOS Morse signal 
was automatically transmitted on the international 
distress frequency simply by turning a handle.

The British version swapped the curved body of 
the transmitter – designed to be held between the 
operator’s legs – for a squarer design with rubber 
pads on the sides. Instead of adopting the German 

The main text of this article 
is an edited extract of Paul 
Eden’s recently published 
book The Official Illustrated 
History of RAF Search and 
Rescue. Association members 
can get 30% off this title by 
visiting bit.ly/RAF_Eden
or calling 01256 302692 
(option 2) and using the 
code RAFA30.

balloon system, the British T1333 supported its 
aerial by a kite launched from a Very pistol rocket.

In addition to sending an automatic SOS 
the transmitter could be keyed, allowing the 
transmission of other messages. It was watertight 
and could float, and under ideal conditions could 
achieve a range of approximately 100 miles. On 
larger lifeboats an R1545 receiver could also be 
fitted, allowing the survivors to hear any responses 
to their SOS calls.
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to the Air Sea Rescue Service 
would follow, such as radio-
equipped dinghies, the fitting 
of defensive guns to high speed 
launches and the introduction of 
more suitable aircraft. While the 
German system of air sea rescue 
was still the benchmark, lessons 
from the losses of 1940 had been 
learned, and from 1942 onwards 
the chances of rescue for RAF 
airmen downed over the sea 
improved. AM
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Rescued by the enemy

As they lifted off, the crew 
from 203 Squadron had 
no idea that they would 
not return to that airfield. 
Nor did they consider that 
by the end of the day they 
would owe their lives to 
the Germans. Chris Goss
tells a remarkable story 
of survival, compassion 
and reconciliation.

The Martin Maryland serial AH280 coded 
Y left landing Ground 'X’ (possibly in 
Libya) and headed towards Crete on 11 

October 1942. On board were pilot, Lieutenant 
Frank Bergh from Cape Town, Canadians 
Flight Sergeant Don Hickson and Sergeant Bill 
Charlesworth, and the only British member of 
the crew, Sergeant Frank Mitchell. 

At first it was an uneventful flight. As they 
approached the south-west of Crete they 
were flying at low level, 20 feet above the 
sea, with their aircraft camouflaged to blend 
with the water. Around 0600 hrs they spotted 

a convoy of German ships and thought that 
they had not been seen. But the crew said 
that the rising sun may have glinted off their 
cockpit and alerted a German flak ship, which 
opened fire. Both engines took direct hits and 
exploded and the Maryland immediately hit 
the sea. 

All four crew were injured. The worst was 
Jack Mitchell who had a fractured tibia. All 
but Bill Charlesworth were quick to get out. 
He went down inside the gradually sinking 
aircraft, but after a short time he popped to 
the surface and swam to the others who were 

Dornier Do 24s equipped with rescue supplies could easilyDornier Do 24s equipped with rescue supplies could easily
reach airmen from both sides in dinghies (and on reach airmen from both sides in dinghies (and on RettungsbojenRettungsbojen

 - sea rescue buoys) in the English Channel and the North Sea.  - sea rescue buoys) in the English Channel and the North Sea. 
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Rescued by the enemy

in two one-man dinghies. 
They expected to be picked up by the convoy 

but it made no attempt to slow down, probably 
fearful that it would be attacked by strike 
aircraft called in by the Maryland. Six miles from 
the coast, the four of them waited and waited. 
When it got dark, it was clear that they would 
have to wait until the following day for any 
hope of being found.  By the morning they had 
drifted to near the island of Gavdos.

In the daylight, a British Beaufighter flew 
over them but, with no means of rescuing 
them, noted their position and flew on. The 
Beaufighter soon crossed paths with a three-
engined Dornier Do 24 T-2, coded CM+IX. It 
was from 7 Seenotstaffel, a German air-sea 
rescue unit based at Athens-Phaleron. Instead 
of attacking, the Beaufighter waggled its 
wings and pointed the German plane towards 
the RAF dinghies.

At 0900 hrs on 12 October 1942, the four 
tired and injured Maryland survivors spotted 
the large German flying boat approaching. It 
covered them with its 20mm cannon, circled a 
few times, then flew back to Souda Bay in Crete. 
It was being flown by Oberfeldwebel 
Wilhelm Sommer and Leutnant 
Karl-Heinz Daehn and reports 
show the Germans had 
been concerned that four 
survivors might be a bit of 
a handful, so they went to 
get more crew, just in case. 

They returned to 
the dinghies and Bill 
Charlesworth relates 
what happened next: 
"The Germans were very 
friendly and helpful and made 
us as comfortable as possible. They 
returned to Souda Bay and that was where we 
were photographed. I remember seeing smaller 
planes on floats and I distinctly remember the 
German on the right (my left) who was holding 
the inside of my arm as he carried me.

"We were taken to their hospital, which 
was formerly RAF. We were separated from 
each other and put in different rooms. 
I was in a room with approximately 20 
German patients and was placed in one 
corner with a German high school-aged 
guard sitting beside me with a gun 
pointed at me - which seemed ridiculous 
as I was all bandaged up and could not 
roll over, let alone escape. The hospital 
had the very best medical equipment 
and I remember the doctors having a 
discussion about amputating my legs 
as [I had] shrapnel in both legs and my 
left arm. The Germans saved [them] by 
removing as much of the shrapnel as 

possible. In later years back in Canada, doctors 
were still picking shrapnel out of me - as late as 
1991 and 1992!"

After about a fortnight three of the four RAF 
crew were flown to Athens, then Brindisi in Italy 
and finally on to Frankfurt where they were 
declared well enough to be interrogated. Jack 
Mitchell remained on Crete and they never met 
up with him again, but all four survived the war 
and returned to their families.

So what happened to the Germans? The Do 
24 CM+IX rescued a number of other British 
and German crews but on 24 May 1943, a fire 
broke out in flight and the aircraft crashed 
in the sea off Antikythera, killing four crew. 
Neither Wilhelm Sommer or Karl-Heinz Daehn 
were on the aircraft that day, and both survived 
the war. In 1999, when I discovered the photo 
of Daehn helping Bill Charlesworth ashore, I 
contacted him at his home in Potsdam.

I had also made contact with Bill in 
December 2000 and he was still in touch 
with Don Hickson, but the whereabouts of 
Jack Mitchell had never been discovered. Bill 
wrote: "I was thrilled to receive the copy of the 
photograph and I remember this day so well, 
being taken off the flying boat at the German 
base and I distinctly remember the flying 
boats with their crosses."

Almost exactly 11 months later, I received 

“The Germans 
were very friendly 

and helpful”.

Above top: A Dornier Do 24 similar to that which 
rescued the Bergh crew, 12 October 1942. 
Above bottom: (l to r) Don Hickson, Jack Bergh, 
Frank Mitchell & Bill Charlesworth just before 
they were shot down and taken prisoner.
Below:  Martin Maryland aircraft. 
All images © Chris Goss

a letter from Don Hickson. He had now been 
contacted by Karl-Heinz Daehn and had 
written back, saying: "First of all on behalf of 
my crew and myself I want to thank you for 
saving our lives on 12 October 1942. I find it 
amazing that both you and I should survive 
the war and after almost 60 years make 
contact with each other." 

Sadly, in his last paragraph, Don wrote 
that Bill Charlesworth had passed away in 
December 2000. Unlike Don, Bill would never 
be able to thank Karl-Heinz Daehn for saving 
his life back in 1942." AM

were on the aircraft that day, and both survived 

Above: Bill Charlesworth is helped ashore at 
Suda Bay, Crete, by Lt Karl-Heinz Daehn, 12 
October 1942. He was immediately treated by 
the Germans for shrapnel in both legs and his left 
arm. 
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C O M M E M O R A T I V E  W A T C H

B o f B 1 9 4 0 . C O M

For 113 days the world held its breath as Britain 
fought off constant air attacks. Heroic RAF pilots 
finally dealt Germany a decisive and early WWII 
defeat. Battle of Britain 1940 is Col &MacArthur’s 
limited edition homage to those pilots’ courage and 
sacrifice. With a timepiece inspired by Spitfire cockpit 
dials, the watch conjures up immediate connections to 
what Churchill called “Britain’s finest hour”.

Untitled-3   1 23/06/2020   10:54:59

£25 will be gifted to RAFA for every watch sold in the UK

Registered Charity number 226686 (England and Wales). SCO037673 (Scotland)



As aerial battles 
unfolded across 
England in the 
summer of 1940, 

artists produced a pictorial 
record of the war, reflecting on 
shared and personal experiences. 
They recorded the evolving 
machinery, communications, and 
urban landscapes shaped by the 
unprecedented conflict in the air.

Seen together, these works 
offer a rare insight into the 
differing backgrounds and 
motivations of war artists. Some 

works were commissioned or 
selectively purchased by the 
War Artists’ Advisory Committee 
(WAAC). Others were produced 
independently by serving 
personnel, civilians and civil 
defence volunteers. 

The exhibition, called ‘In Air 
and Fire: War Artists, the Battle 
of Britain and the Blitz’, is open 
until October 2021 (see bit.ly/
WarArtists for more information).

 Overleaf, we take a closer 
look at six images which will be 
on display.

To mark the 80th anniversary of the 
Battle of Britain, the RAF Museum’s 
London site has opened a new art 
exhibition which explores artists’ 
responses to the Battle of Britain and 
the Blitz.

© RAF Museum, photography by 
Iain Duncan. 

In

AirAir
and

FireFire
War Artists, the
Battle of Britain
and the Blitz
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War artists

Study for ‘A Balloon Site, Coventry’ 
(VIII)

Dame Laura Knight 

1940, graphite and watercolour on paper.

An official war artist, Knight was one of few women to be 
awarded short-term commissions by the WAAC. Her portraits 
and figurative works were much admired, and she became the 
first fully-elected female Royal Academician since the 18th 
century. Knight’s commissions included representing women’s 
contributions to the war. In 1942, on behalf of the War Office, 
she recorded Women’s Auxiliary Air Force personnel operating 
and repairing barrage balloons to encourage recruitment 
to RAF Balloon Command, A year later, Knight took up an 
ambitious commission to paint operations and the Stirling 
bomber crews of RAF Mildenhall. 

FA01169, RAF Museum

Filter Room

Elva Blacker

1944, watercolour on paper.

Blacker initially struggled to develop an artistic career. 
Discouraged by her parents from becoming a painter, she was 
removed from school at fifteen to train as a photographer and 
work for her family’s studio. Only after her parents’ deaths 
did she enrol as a student of the Slade School of Fine Art, 
graduating with a diploma at 31, just months before war 
broke out. Blacker continued her creative work alongside roles 
in the war effort. In 1942 she became a WAAF, serving at RAF 
Biggin Hill, where, to keep in practice, she made many small 
portraits of personnel. Reconstructing scenes, she built these 
figure drawings into single watercolour compositions. Her 
Biggin Hill works are the largest body of RAF station drawings 
ever made by an artist.

FA04235, RAF Museum

Camouflaged Bombers

Graham Sutherland 

1940, watercolour and gouache on paper.

Sutherland was one of Britain’s foremost 
modern painters. He was described by the 
WAAC as ‘young, talented and sensitive’ with 
an ‘imaginative vision of the war’. Best known 
for his grotesque and surreal visions of bomb 
damage, Sutherland made gouache paintings 
of bomber aircraft which he exhibited at 
the Leicester Galleries’ ‘England in Wartime’ 
exhibition in May 1940. In August, the WAAC 
purchased ‘Camouflaged Bombers’ which 
was exhibited in New York at the Museum 
of Modern Art’s ambitious ‘Britain at War’ 
exhibition in 1941. 

L001-1754, on loan from the Air Historical Branch 
(MOD)
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War artists

Wellington Bomber Drawn on the Day 
Hitler Invaded Belgium (from Aerial Creatures)

Paul Nash 

1940, watercolour on paper.

Nash developed his Surrealist ideas about the ‘personalities’ 
of planes in his ‘Aerial Creatures’, in which he suggested that 
machines were the real protagonists of this war. He endowed 
British bombers with human and animal characteristics, 
describing the Wellington bomber as ‘very human in one way’, 
a ‘baleful creature’, with ‘a look of purpose, of unswerving 
concentration… heroic, resembling the whale.’ The Air 
Ministry, which preferred portraits of RAF heroes and precise 
representations of aircraft, disliked Nash’s anthropomorphic, 
whimsical approach and terminated his contract.

L001-1761, on loan from the Air Historical Branch (MOD)

Our Wing is Engaged: 
Kenley Operations Room

Lilian Buchanan

1943, oil on canvas.

Throughout the war, artist and illustrator Buchanan served 
as a member of the WAAF, undertaking postings to various 
RAF stations. Before her deployment to RAF Kenley during 
the Battle of Britain a raid had devastated its airfield and 
communications. Buchanan’s painting captures the vibrancy 
of the Sector Operations Room after its relocation. She 
exhibited at the Royal Academy’s summer exhibitions, and in 
1944 showed this work, beside two others, to critical acclaim, 
Writing of the exhibition’s strong representation of the 
services, a newspaper article concluded, ‘Well, it’s the RAF’s 
show this year’.

X005-0314, RAF Museum.

FA00982, RAF Museum

Three Aircraft

CRW Nevinson 

1940, oil on canvas.

Nevinson was a famed official artist of 
the First World War, with an abstract 
style which celebrated mechanised 
warfare. After abandoning abstraction for 
naturalistically-painted subjects, reviews 
of his work became less favourable. In 
a BBC radio broadcast of October 1939, 
Kenneth Clark denounced Nevinson’s 
recent paintings, which combined 
religious symbolism with visions of a 
looming war. An outraged Nevinson 
wrote to Clark and the WAAC. When he 
submitted three paintings of aircraft in 
November 1940, they were declined.

Visiting the exhibition
All visitors will have to wear 
a face covering when visiting 
the galleries, shop and 
restaurant unless they are 
exempt from doing so. You 
will not need to wear one 
when outside. Arrival times 
will also need to be pre-
booked, which can be done 
online at rafmuseum.org.uk/
London.
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Interview

Ernest ‘Mick’ Chelmick was a 20-year-old armourer
at RAF North Weald during the Battle of Britain.

An Association member since 1975, he talked to Air Mail 
about the art of arming Hurricanes and Spitfires, the time 

a German aircraft landed in front of him, a miraculous 
escape from a misfiring machine-gun and more.

Top right: Mick Chelmick sitting behind a machine gun. ©Mick Chelmick
Below: Mick, his mother Harriet and wife Vee outside Buckingham Palace 
in 1963 after receiving his MBE. ©Mick Chelmick

What was training like? 
At the age of 15 and a half I started a three year apprenticeship at RAF 
Halton, from January 1936 to the end of December 1938. I was part of 
the 33rd entry and there were almost 700 of us, the majority of whom 
were to work on aircraft and engines. About 40 of us were then posted 
to East Church training school for a year.

Where were you stationed during the Battle of Britain?
In 1940 I was employed as a Corporal Fitter Armourer at 56 Squadron 
at RAF North Weald. That said, to confuse the enemy we also took short 
trips to Martlesham Heath, Gravesend and Biggin Hill.

Describe your average day
As an armourer, I worked on Hawker Hurricanes, Gladiators and Spitfires. 
For efficiency, we had to re-arm at the same time as the plane was re-
fuelled. It was supposed to take five to six minutes. However, I was given 
the nickname ‘Speed’ as I could re-arm a Hurricane in less than three 
minutes with an assistant. A Spitfire would take longer because it was 
an awkward design for arming – it was fed up from under the wing and 
things had to be removed first. But Hurricanes were far more efficiently 
designed. 

Every day brought different challenges. I was on flare path duty one 
night and, being in charge, I stood on the searchlight platform with 
the chance light. The chance light was designed to be switched on just 
as an aircraft was about to touch down, and switched off immediately 
it was down. So, we heard a twin-engine aircraft approaching, wheels 

down, flaps down, and I 
switched on the chance light 
which illuminated the grass 
runway. Almost immediately 
the aircraft swept past me 
and I noticed, to my horror, 
two great black crosses on 
the side of the fuselage as 
the aircraft touched down. The pilot must have realised he 
was in the wrong place as he immediately applied throttle and roared 
off into the night! I should imagine that happened on both sides a 
number of times.

How did you relax?
There wasn’t really any time off or anywhere you could go. That said, 
I remember when the London docks were hit and alight for miles 
and miles. We were all standing down and I said to my friend Vivian, 
“I think I’ll jump in my car and go down to the docks to get a better 
understanding of what’s going on.” Vivian said he’d come with me. 

I had a little Austin 7 two-seater with a canvas hood, so we set off 
and got about halfway before realising we couldn’t go any further 
because of the bomb damage. The shrapnel and spent artillery shells 
were coming down like heavy rain, bouncing off the car. We were at a 
standstill, with people all round us trying to get one way or another. 

I opened the door and a chap said: “Can you help me, please? Can you 
take us to the hospital – my wife, Ann, is about to give birth.” But my car 
was tiny and only had enough room for a briefcase! None of us knew 
where a hospital was either. We were just deliberating what to do when 
an air-raid warden rushed up and ordered everyone to get in the shelter 
immediately, including the heavily pregnant Ann. We lost sight of the 
couple in the crowds, but it just goes to show that while people were 
being killed that night, people were also being born.

Which pilots do you remember serving with during the Battle of Britain? 
Wing Commander Victor Beamish, the Station Commander of 56 
Squadron. He was fearless, a born leader of fighting men, and I was 
responsible for looking after his aircraft.

One morning, Beamish came down to dispersal to fly with the 
squadron, but they’d been airborne for some time. So, being Beamish, 
he just flew off on his own in his new Hurricane which I’d serviced, 

The life of a Battle
of Britain Armourer
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harmonised and armed the day before. Later on – a bit earlier than we 
expected – he came back. 

On his taxi in towards dispersal it was very noticeable that the fabric 
patches over the gun ports were still in position, meaning the guns had not 
fired. When he got close, we realised that the aircraft was a complete wreck. 
It was so holed it was more like a gigantic framework than a Hurricane. 

He shouted that he found the enemy, dived to take out the leader and 
number two, but the guns they wouldn’t fire. One of the ground crew 
said: “There’s no air pressure”, and took off the side panel. Sure enough, 
the pressure pipe leading from the source of power to the gauge and 
then the gun button had pulled out of position during flight. How on 
earth he ever got what was left of the aircraft back to North Weald I do 
not know. Anyway, he just shrugged his shoulders, got in his car and 
drove up to the Officers’ Mess.

Do any memories stand out in particular?
A memory very distinct in my mind concerns how much one needs 
luck during wartime. The squadron was standing down and we were 
checking the aircraft and arming them for the following day. I was 
standing by the starboard wing tip of a Hurricane, and the others were 
putting on the panels above the guns on the wings when a very young 
pilot appeared. He said he’d just been posted to 56 Squadron and had 
been appointed to fly this aircraft. 

He wanted to get in and familiarise himself with the various controls. 
We said that would be fine, but not to move anything. So he climbed in 
and closed the hood. After a few minutes, there was a burst of gunfire and 
everybody quickly looked at the cockpit. The young pilot was very white-
faced! Some of the lads had been leaning on the wings, and a chap near me 
dropped down immediately and remained on the floor – we thought he 
was dead! After a minute he stirred, so we helped him to his feet. 

I couldn’t believe it. I looked at the aircraft and, sure enough, all the 
patches had been blown off, except the patch covering number three 
starboard gun, which this chap had been leaning against. I climbed 
onto the wing, removed the panel and in the starboard bunch of 
four, numbers one, two and four breech blocks were being held by 

the rear shears, but number three was still forward and obviously 
hadn’t fired the cartridge. 

I gingerly eased the thing back, took the cartridge off the front and 
saw a very slight dent in the cap. In all the years that I worked on 
Browning machine guns I only ever once, since that time, came across a 
round of ammunition that had been manufactured where the cap had 
been sunk too deep.  It had been the very first cartridge in number three 
starboard gun. The chap who had fallen down had simply fainted when 
the guns either side of his neck had gone off. When you think of the 
millions of rounds of ammunition, how extraordinary it was that the first 
cartridge turned out to be a deep sunk cap.

What were your high and low points?
My low was hearing that my older brother Alfred Gordon ‘Goffy’ 
Chelmick was missing in action on 19/20 August. He was a Blenheim 
pilot. The high was my relief upon hearing he was in a prisoner of war 
camp – so at least was alive.

Did you ever think the Luftwaffe might win?
Absolutely not! You need focus, determination and concentration. Much 
like an athlete – you have to believe you will win based on your efforts. 
There was a great sense of teamwork between the pilots and ground 
crew. We were all in it together.

What did you do after the Battle of Britain?
I was promoted to Sergeant and sent to Canada as an instructor for air 
bombers and air navigators. I was then commissioned as a pilot officer and 
sent to Dorval (Montreal) as the station officer. Then I came back to the UK. 
After the war I continued to serve in the RAF, mainly in logistics with postings 
to Egypt, Hong Kong, Australia and Germany. In 1963 I was awarded the MBE 
and retired as a Wing Commander in 1968, having served 32 years. AM

We are sad to report that Mick Chelmick died in late September 2020, a few days before  

Air Mail went to print. Our sincere condolences go to his family, and our thanks – for all

their help telling his story and for giving permission for this feature to go ahead.

 Interview

Armourers at work on the 
Hurricane of Sergeant Tom Pyne 
of 73 Squadron, pictured in the 
cockpit, 1939/40. ©Chris Goss
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What was training like?
I did 14 months of Phase Two training at Defence College of 
Aeronautical Engineering Cosford. I studied everything from 
aerodynamics to explosive safety regulations. 

What was it like when you arrived on squadron?
Arriving on 1(F) Squadron was my first posting straight out of training. 
Most of the squadron were on detachment in Virginia at the time so it 
was quite quiet, which gave me a chance to find my feet without too 
much pressure. When the squadron returned, prep for deploying to 
Cyprus on Op SHADER began, so the pace stepped up very quickly.

Do you have an ‘average day’?
Every day at work can be so different it’s hard to describe an ‘average 
day’. One day there can be very little work on so you find yourself 
struggling to find things to do, and then the next day you could walk in 
to find a full day’s worth of jobs where you’re busy non-stop. 

Interview

The life of a 

Senior Aircraftman Albert Clarke
is an armourer with 1(F) Squadron at 
RAF Lossiemouth. Here he talks to Air 
Mail about the Typhoon’s armaments, 
his involvement in counter-Daesh 
operations and the lesser-known 
aspects of his day-to-day duties. 

� � � �

Top: Working on a Typhoon Below: Armourers from RAF Lossiemouth 
load Paveway IV missiles during Exercise MAGIC CARPET 17 in southern 
Oman. Right hand page: Top left: A small error could have big consequences. 

Top Right: The whole process takes a lot of concentration. Bottom left: Safety 
regulations are ingrained from day one. Bottom Right: The armourers' work 

on the Typhoon’s canopy and jettison system can save a pilot’s life.
All images © Crown/MOD.
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Interview

"Every day at 
work can be so 

different."

Have you had any extraordinary experiences?
Being involved in counter-Daesh operations launched from Cyprus was 
quite extraordinary. It involved loading air-to-ground munitions onto 
the Typhoons along with chaff counter-measures. The whole process 
takes a lot of concentration, and we can often be under time constraints 
if the jet is needed back in theatre. It’s always important to stay on top 
of our game as, despite good training and years of experience, a small 
error could have big consequences, so full concentration is essential at 
all times.

How do armourers contribute to Quick Reaction Alert?
As ground crew, we do a week of QRA at a time. We have to make the 
jets safe before their daily servicing then rearm the jet once that is 
finished. If a scramble is called, we have to get dressed in our flare suit 
and direct the aircraft towards the runway, removing the flare pins 
before the jets taxi out. 

What kinds of armaments does the Typhoon require? 
It depends on the mission the jets are conducting. For QRA, the jet will 
be loaded with air-to-air missiles and the cannon will also be loaded. For 
operations such as SHADER, the jet can be loaded with air-to-surface 
munitions, including Paveway IV bombs, Brimstone air-to-ground 
missiles and Storm Shadow air-launched standoff missiles.

How difficult is it to arm a Typhoon?
As I came straight out of training onto Typhoons, I have no experience 
loading any other aircraft. However, talking to other armourers it seems 

like the Typhoon is a lot easier to load compared to other platforms the 
RAF has used in the past.

How does it feel to work with such dangerous equipment every day?
The amount of safety procedures we have to follow, and how hard 
safety regulations are ingrained into us straight from day one means 
that the thought of how dangerous the equipment is doesn’t really go 
through your head.  

How do you relax when on operations?
I’ve deployed twice to Cyprus for four months on Op SHADER. We work 
12-hour shifts with one day off every two weeks, so there isn’t much 
downtime. Football is a big pastime out there, usually after a long shift 
you aren’t really in the mood for doing too much else! 

What do you enjoy most about being an armourer?
It’s going to sound really clichéd, but it’s the people that are the best 
part about being an armourer. Working with like-minded people you 
get on with makes even the most difficult jobs bearable. 

Is there anything about your job that you think might surprise people?
One thing that gets less of a mention is our work arming, testing and 
fitting the crew escape system. This encompasses the ejection seat 
and aircraft canopy jettison system. It’s a rewarding task knowing 
that the work we do is so critical; if all the other systems on the 
aircraft fail, as long as the seat works then the pilot’s life will be 
saved. AM
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Branch in focus

Llangollen Branch is 75 years old and its club is 55. 
But its energy and dynamism befits an organisation 
a quarter of its age. Fully embedded in its thriving 
community, the branch team feels the RAF Association 
is more relevant and more important than ever.

“A cracking club and

a cracking 
branch”

The thermometer is heading towards 
30 degrees Celsius the afternoon I 
phone to speak to Sheena Grindley. 

The Llangollen Branch Secretary has just put 
down some knitting that she’s determined 
to finish soon – hence putting up with wool 
on such a hot day. As we settle down to talk 
about the branch and its club, that focus and 
determination begins to shine through in her 
support for the RAF Association.

 “There has been branch of RAFA in 
Llangollen since 1943 and a club since 1965. 
We had a pavilion before that, since 1947”, 
she tells me. “We are part of the fabric of the 
town. Grandchildren and great grandchildren 
of the original members still come up. After a 
christening, a birthday or a funeral, they come 
up to the club afterwards”.

The branch club Facebook page is testament 
to this. A quick scroll down its @RAFA 
Club Llangollen timeline reveals a packed 
programme of events. “Before COVID we were 
open Thursday to Sunday in the winter, and 
Tuesday to Sunday in the summer. Now that 
we can re-open, we are taking it slowly. We are 
just ticking over, learning.” 

“A while ago we realised our veteran RAF 
members had started to get older and didn’t 
visit as often, and as the RAF itself got smaller, 
our membership was dwindling. So we 
purposefully and positively got in touch with 
community groups in the town,” she explains. 
“We now have meetings and functions here 
all the time”. She lists the British Legion and 
Royal Naval Association (until 2019). RAFA is 
the ‘unofficial club house’ of the Llangollen 
and Glyn Ceiriog Rugby Club (men) and The 

Valkyiries (women). The gardening, camera 
and drama clubs all meet there. Rotary gathers 
there, so does Inner Wheel and the Angling 
Club; “they have a drink or tea here after 
their meetings and once a year the Angling 
association hold a Disabled Fishing Day which 
is very popular”. The local Welsh Male Voice 
Choir also uses the premises for concerts. "All 
these people know us and help us. The Branch 
Club also has a crown green bowling green 
and three competitive league teams. Quite a 
few youngsters take part too,” Sheena explains. 

“Ryan’s 18 now, but he’s been 
playing since he was ten. And we 
keep a set of bowls behind the 

bar, so if there’s not a match on, anyone can 
just have a go.” 

“In 2014 we co-ordinated The Poppy Wall to 
commemorate one hundred years since the 
start of WWI”, Sheena says. “I approached local 
groups and individuals and spread the word 
about the idea and it grew and grew. It was 
supported by the Town Council, British Legion, 
Royal Naval Association and individuals. Over 
3,000 poppies were knitted, crocheted and 
crafted by local volunteers for a year before the 
event. The new Centenary Square had been 
built in town and the war memorial was 
in place on the area and this was 
a fitting place to put the Poppy 

Below: The branch club’s bowling green is on the 
bank of the Shropshire Union Canal Llangollen 
branch and just a short walk from the town 
centre and the River Dee (pictured). © Mark Warren, 
Wikimedia Commons
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Branch in focus

Wall Tribute. We used the RAFA Club as our 
base to start putting it together. This really was 
a community effort and when it was in place 
and all the flags and plaques and silhouettes it 
brought a lump to your throat.” 

Sheena explains the branch and the club’s 
thinking behind this broad church approach: 
“We couldn’t continue without the RAF 
numbers. But we knew that if we became a hub 
in the community as well as a RAFA club then 
we could keep the place going and keep raising 
money for the branch, for the benefit of the RAF 
and the RAF family.” She also talks about trying 
to ‘catch’ members as they leave the RAF. “I was 
in a shop chatting about RAFA one day when 
another customer overheard me. He was RAF. 
He joined up and stayed with us until he moved 
out of the town.”

While money kept coming in, assisted by 
the considerable efforts of 2279 (Wrexham) 
Squadron Royal Air Force Air Cadets during 
Wings Appeal Week, it was not always 
plentiful. “In the rains at the end of 2019 part 
of the club’s kitchen roof collapsed,” Sheena 
explains. “We could see the stars.” After the 
emergency patch they realised that the whole 
of the flat roof would go next. “We didn’t have 
the money to fix it and turned to our branch 
support officer and to the trusts fundraiser at 
the Association. They helped us get a £30,000 
grant from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund 
Trust, which was brought forward so the work 
could start before autumn was out. And 
now we’ve got a lovely new roof 
with a 30-year guarantee. It’s 
lovely, really lovely. We’ve 
noticed that it’s insulated 
the club more over the 
winter too. And it’s 
given us the confidence.
to invest. Before, 
everything was spot on 
with the fire regulations 
etc but we didn’t invest 
much in the decor. But 
every penny invested counts 
now and so we’ve got new 

members, and hope we’ll be allowed functions 
again soon. They were the cherry on the cake 
for raising funds.”

“Llangollen itself is also starting to get busier 
again. The canal boats and the steam train are 
running again but life is still very slow. “Some 
of our regulars who have a caravan in a local 
caravan park came back in last night. It was 
lovely to see them. What was really lovely 
was to see that there was no-one missing,” 
Sheena says.

“The RAF Association is more relevant now 
than it ever was. After the Battle of Britain, badly 
injured people often died. And in those days 
no one paid any attention to mental health 
problems. These days, any injured veterans are 
more likely to survive and need care for longer. 
And nowadays we also recognise mental 
health problems and know people need to be 
supported. Our welfare is important and is here 
for when people need us.” AM

“If we 
became a hub in 

the community...we 
could keep raising 

money for the 
branch”

carpets in the lounge, the pool room and the 
hall, because it’s worth keeping it all. Now we 
just need to be able to run functions again.”

Sheena is hopeful about life after lockdown. 
The branch club had reopened for the first 
time, for regulars only, just a few days before 
we spoke. “We thought we would never see 
anyone again and it was really nice to see 
folk.” When re-opening was on the horizon 
the branch and club committee had started 
to get the club ready, and then just waited 
for a date. “We have done all the things we 
could possibly have done and are feeling 
very compliant,” she says. “We deep cleaned 

everything, carpets, curtains, the lot. 
We’ve taken out half of the tables 

and chairs, redecorated and 
put in a one-way system and 

hand sanitization stations. 
Now we need to build up 
the confidence of the 

Below: Raising the roof – performances of the 
local Male Voice Choir. From the club Facebook page. 

Below: Waterproof and warmer - the club roof after a £30,000 refurbishment 
grant from the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust. Inset: The club roof when you 
could see the stars through it.

Above: Sheena Grindley next to the wall of knitted 
poppies co-ordinated for the 100th anniversary of 
the start WW1 in 2014.  From the club Facebook page.

Below: Gathering at the club to stitch the 
poppies together. From the club Facebook page.

All photos © Llangollen Branch and Club
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Armourers’ Branch
COVID-19 has exacerbated hardship, loneliness and isolation, and as 
a virtual branch, our members are not on the door step. However, we 
have engaged with many during lockdown by contacting nearly 90% 
of members, though we are still looking for the remaining 10%. We’ve 
organised the Armourers’ Op Bag Drop, telephone buddies, online quiz 
nights and bring your own coffee mornings. In addition, we held the 
world’s first Armourers’ virtual AGM online via Zoom.

Balderton Branch
During a small, socially-distanced VE Day ceremony in May, Branch 
Chairman Brian Hughes and President Nigel Branston noticed that 
a memorial to RAF Balderton had become overgrown. The branch 
embarked upon a project to improve the area, which saw it turned 
once again into a fitting memorial to those who served on the station. 
Involved with the clean-up were: Brian and Gill Hughes; Darran Wilson; 
and Pam and Alan Simmons.

Bognor Regis Branch 
Despite the recent restrictions, the branch has been busy preparing to 
celebrate its 75th anniversary in October. Since October 2019 the branch 
sewing group has been preparing a commemorative quilt. This will be 
framed and hung in the newly decorated branch. The branch bowling 
section has returned to the green, happily wearing their RAF Association 
polo shirts – prompting many enquiries about the Association.

Caduceus Branch
Our serving and branch members continue to lead the fight against 
COVID-19, for which we would like to thank them. As part of our 
continuing relationship with King Edward VI Grammar School Air Cadets 
we launched a VJ Day 75 video, which can be seen at bit.ly/VJ-Cad. We 
are also currently arranging a venue for AGM 2021. 

Costa Blanca Branch
The British Embassy in Madrid has recognised Heather Wehner, stalwart 
branch member and a former nursing officer and midwife of the Princess 

Mary's Royal Air Force Nursing Service. To raise funds for the branch, 
Heather had planned a sponsored walk around her garden with her 
Union Jack-bedecked walker, RAF Association polo shirt and distinctive 
PMRAFNS tricorn hat. Sadly, Heather passed away in an unrelated 
incident before she could complete her walk. The branch says her 
indomitable spirit will be sorely missed by all.. 

Cranwell Branch
The committee has continued keeping in touch with the more mature 
members. Daily morale-boosting and humourous messages were sent 
until the 100th day of lockdown, and the quizzes have continued. Wings 
Officer, Steve Hanson, is halfway through visiting 80 current and former 
RAF and former RFC stations in Lincolnshire and surrounding counties, 
raising funds for the Association. A committee meeting in July was also 
held to implement the decisions of the AGM.

Leigh Branch
It is with great pleasure that the committee can announce that Leigh 
Branch will continue, with the appointment of Paul Newton (chair), 
Vivienne Newton (secretary) and Jack Boardman (treasurer). All 
members should now have received the branch’s first newsletter and 
plans are being made for meetings when they are again possible. The 
new committee would like to thank everyone for their support during 
this difficult time.

Newcastle and Gateshead Branch
The annual ANZAC Parade at Chevington Cemetery, which is organised 
by the branch, usually attracts an attendance of more than 250 people. 
Although cancelled this year, the branch nonetheless ensured that the 
airmen of Australia and New Zealand were not forgotten when a lone 
member laid a wreath at the Chevington memorial. 

North Cotswold Branch
A 90-year-old golfer has presented the branch with a cheque for £100 
after a ‘triple birthday celebration’ in January. Maxwell Hope handed 
over the funds after the event at his local golf club - where he still plays.
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Overseas
Overseas members in Finland helped Freddie Brown, formerly of RAF 
Bomber Command, celebrate his 95th birthday in June. Pictured in 
the top left image with Freddie (centre) is the RAF Association’s Peter 
Martin (right). British Defence Attaché, Wing Commander Mark Taylor 
(left) bought and presented Freddie with a print of 101 (ABC) Squadron. 
Overseas members in Finland also thank Wing Commander Taylor, who 
has recently completed his tour of duty, for at all times showing the RAF, 
Royal Navy and Army veterans outstanding courtesy and respect.

Peterborough Branch
Ten branch members who had accepted an invitation to attend an 
evening ceremony at the Menin Gate Memorial in Belgium in July to 
mark the 80th anniversary of the start of the Battle of Britain had to 
cancel their plans. So the branch’s president, Group Captain Barry Wroe, 
invited these members to join him in his garden for a socially distanced 
ceremony. The president also took this opportunity to present Branch 
Presidential Certificates to three members: Maureen Julian; Max King 
and Peter Campbell. 

Ryedale Branch
Members have been keeping their spirits up during the lockdown with 
regular telephone calls from an extended welfare team and sharing their 
‘at home’ activities on Facebook and in the branch newsletter. Several 
members also enjoyed VE Day tea parties in their gardens.

Shrewsbury and District Branch
In July, the oldest member of the branch – and possibly the RAF 
Association – celebrated her 104th Birthday. Rose Davies, Vice-President 
of the branch, remains a wonderful and energetic member of the 
team. Due to the situation, branch members were unable to join her to 
celebrate the special day, but the branch’s chairman was able to deliver a 
personalised card and bouquet.

Stafford Branch
Despite the problems raised by COVID-19, Stafford Branch managed to 
attend the annual memorial service to Captain John Pershing Perrin, 
USAAF. Captain Perrin lost his life in a crash close to the site of the 
memorial stone in 1944. The branch standard – carried by Taylor Lister 
and proudly sporting its platinum and gold tassel to mark 75 years – was 
the only one present at what is usually a well-attended commemoration 
(main image, centre photo).

Sud-Ouest Branch
In August, 14 branch members attended a ceremony at Jonzac in 
Charente Maritime to remember two airmen of 151 Squadron. Before 
the ceremony, members visited the airmen’s graves in Jonzac cemetery 
to place crosses. The Mosquito crew – Warrant Officer Donald MacRae 
and Flight Sergeant Clement Fletcher – were then honoured at Jonzac 
railway station where their memorial is sited. The main image (right 
photo) shows the uniformed Sous-Prèfet of the Department and 
Jonzac’s Mayor laying flowers.

York Branch
Our branch club in Aldwark reopened to members only in August, after 
the implementation of rigorous safety protocols. The evening proved 
to be very successful, with attendance at the maximum permitted 
and several very happy faces seen. It was pleasing indeed to see old 
friends again, which, after all, is what so much of the RAF Association is 
about. Wings Appeal Officer, Ian Smith, also set up an online JustGiving 
account, as our normal collection events have been cancelled.

We welcome all submissions for Branch News, preferably by email to 
BranchNews@rafa.org.uk. Your word count should be no more than 100 words. 
If sent via email, please attach photos as a separate image file at a size of at least 
1MB and 300dpi. Send postal submissions to the address on the inside front 
cover. Unfortunately photographs sent by post cannot be returned. Low quality 
pictures may not be published. Submission does not guarantee inclusion and 
where there are too many reports for an issue, the editor reserves the right to edit. 
Only submissions made by email will be acknowledged before publication.  
The deadline to be in the next Branch News is 6 November 2020.

Left: Overseas. Centre: Stafford Branch © Paul Milgate. Right: Sud-Ouest Branch. 
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Welcome

story
tell?

to

Do you have a

Air Mail magazine is 
committed to giving you 
interesting and original 

content, but we need your help. 
Your stories can offer 

fascinating insights into life in 
the RAF – whether providing 
eyewitness accounts of key 
events in British history, or telling 
personal stories of lesser-known 
times and places. 

So whether your service ended 
long ago, or you’re still serving 
today, if you have an interesting 
story to tell about your trade or 
your time in the RAF, let us know. 
We’re particularly interested in 
your memories of the 1951 Suez 

Emergency, the Cold War, the 
Falklands and the Gulf Wars.

All you need to do is send in a 
few short paragraphs explaining 
your story, and if we think it has 
potential we'll get back to you 
and help develop it from there. 

Finding useable photographs 
to illustrate a piece can also be 
difficult, so if you have any of 
your own do let us know. 

We can’t promise publication, 
but we do read and consider 
every submission.

Air Mail can be contacted by 
email at: airmail@rafa.org.uk, 
or by post at the address on the 
inside front cover of this issue. AM

Below: A Harrier GR.3 takes off from the airfield at Port Stanley during 
the Falkland War. Destroyed aircraft of the Argentinian Air Force 
provide the backdrop. ©MOD/Crown.

Your memories



“Unsolved Aviation 
Mysteries”   
by Keith McCloskey
Publisher: The History Press 
RRP £11.99

Conspiracy theories of 
sabotage, murder and even 
UFOs flourish around the 
greatest unsolved mysteries 
of aviation from the twentieth 
century. This account of the 
most intriguing loose ends from 
aeronautical history provides 
the known details of five great 
mysteries and the best (and 
most colourful) attempts 
to explain what might have 
happened. 

Planes disappearing out 
of the sky, shady business 
dealings, the plummeting 
death of the richest man in the 
world and even the Kennedy 
family all feature in these 
gripping open cases.

Having previously cast his 
detail-oriented eye over many 
other aviation mishaps, Keith 
McCloskey now turns his 
attention to reassessing these 
five mysteries – all of which 
occurred over water. None of 
them were ever resolved.

Members can get 25% off by 
emailing Macmillan 
Direct@macmillan.co.uk or 
calling 01256 302699 and 
using the code UNSOLVED25.

Culture Vultures

“Jet Man: The Making and 
Breaking of Frank Whittle, 
the Genius behind the 
Jet Revolution”
by Duncan Campbell-Smith
Publisher: Head of Zeus
 RRP £30.00

In 1985 Hans von Ohain, the 
scientist who pioneered Nazi 
Germany's efforts to build a 
jet plane, posed the question: 
'Would World War II have occurred 
if the Luftwaffe knew it faced 
operational British jets instead 
of Spitfires?' He immediately 
answered, 'I, for one, think not.'

Frank Whittle, working-
class outsider and self-taught 
enthusiast, had worked out the 
blueprint of a completely new 
type of engine in 1929, only 
for his ideas to be blocked by 
bureaucratic opposition until 
1939. The importance of his 
work was recognised too late 
for his revolutionary engine to 
play a major part in the Second 
World War.

Drawing on Whittle's 
extensive private papers, 
Campbell-Smith tells the story 
of a stoic and overlooked 
British hero, a tantalizing tale 
of 'what might have been'.

Members can get 20% off, plus 
free P&P within the UK by calling 
01256 302699 and using the 
code RAFA20.

“The Royal Air Force 
Day by Day” 
By Graham Pitchfork
Publisher: The History Press
 RRP £50.00

This new edition of The Royal 
Air Force Day by Day is a diary 
of over 400 pages of significant 
daily events, which provides a 
fascinating record of the RAF’s 
history. 

It describes not only the 
great air battles and major 
events, but also the tapestry 
of activities, traditions and 
culture that have created the 
rich heritage of the world’s 
oldest air force. Central to 
all these themes are the 
experiences of RAF officers, 
airmen and women, ground 
trades and aircrew during war 
and peacetime.

Air Commodore Graham 
Pitchfork MBE BA FRAES is 
the aviation obituaries writer 
for the Daily Telegraph and 
Chairman of the Buccaneer 
Association. He served in the 
RAF for 36 years as a navigator.

Members can get 25% off 
plus free P&P within the UK by 
emailing MacmillanDirect@
macmillan.co.uk or calling 
01256 302699 and using the 
code DAYBYDAY25. 

“I Will Run Wild”
by Thomas McKelvey 
Cleaver
Publisher: Osprey
RRP £25.00

In many popular histories of 
the Pacific War, the period 
from the Japanese attack at 
Pearl Harbor to the US victory 
at Midway is often passed over 
because it is seen as a period 
of darkness. However, there 
are also stories of courage 
and determination in the 
face of overwhelming odds. 
From these events emerge 
untold individual stories, each 
one just as gripping as those 
associated with the turning 
tide after Midway. 

I Will Run Wild: The Pacific 
War from Pearl Harbor to 
Midway draws on extensive 
first-hand accounts and 
fascinating new analysis to tell 
the story of Americans, British, 
Dutch, Australians and New 
Zealanders who made their 
stands against a stronger and 
better-prepared foe, and in 
so doing, built the basis for a 
reversal of fortune that would 
turn the tide of the war.

Members can get 20% off by Members can get 20% off by 
visiting visiting bit.ly/McKelveyWildbit.ly/McKelveyWild  or or 
calling calling 01256 302699 01256 302699 and using and using 
the code the code RAFA20RAFA20..

Culture Vultures
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“Microsoft Flight 
Simulator” 
Publisher: Xbox Game Studio

Platform: Windows 10 PCs
 RRP £59.99 (standard edition)

From light aircraft to wide-
body jets, players get to fly 
highly detailed and accurate 
aircraft in the next generation 
of Microsoft Flight Simulator. 
Test your piloting skills against 
the challenges of night 
flying, real-time atmospheric 
simulation and live weather 
in a dynamic and living world. 
Create your flight plan to 
anywhere on the planet. 

Travel the world in amazing 
detail with over 37 thousand 
airports, 2 million cities, 
1.5 billion buildings, real 
mountains, roads, trees, rivers, 
animals, traffic and more.

Hone your pilot skills in a 
variety of aircraft with an 
experience that scales to 
your level, with interactive 
and highlighted instrument 
guidance and checklists.

Fly day or night with live 
real-time weather including 
accurate wind speed and 
direction, temperature, 
humidity, rain and lighting.

Take to the skies and 
experience the joy of flight; the 
world is at your fingertips.

“Out of the Blue” 
by I. Cowie, D. Jones and C. Long 
Publisher: Halldale
 RRP £10.00 each

Fact is always stranger and more amusing than fiction, and this 
can never be truer than in these collections of stories from those 
who have had the privilege to fly in the RAF. 

The aircrew who have contributed their stories to these books 
have thousands of professional flying hours to their credit, very 
often in the most demanding circumstances. However, routine 
aviation does not make for a good story, and it is always the 
‘incident’ or unusual happening that makes for a tale that will be 
told and retold in the bar. 

The air has always been an unforgiving environment, providing 
many a close call which has either called for sheepish reflection 
or attracted the razor wit of squadron colleagues. In sharing these 
stories, more than a few souls have been laid bare, and the result 
is a unique insight into the character and courage of those who 
chose to fly in the RAF.

The three books – Out of the Blue, Out of the Blue Too, and Out 
of the Blue: The Final Landing – provide more than 1,000 pages 
of stories, which run the gamut of tales, from elaborate squadron 
pranks to what it’s like to be shot down by your own side. 

These books can be purchased from the RAF Association by visiting 
bit.ly/RAFABlue or calling 0800 018 2361. Thanks to the kind 
generosity of the editors, all proceeds from these sales go directly to the 
RAF Association.

“The Buried 
Spitfires of Burma: A 
Fake History” 
by A Brockmam & T Spaight
Publisher: The History Press
RRP £20.00

Rumours of buried Spitfires 
from the Second World War 
have spread around the world 
for seventy-five years.

In April 2012, the press 
reported that the UK had 
negotiated an agreement with 
Myanmar for the recovery 
of twenty crated Spitfires, 
reportedly buried after WWII.

Astonishingly the agreement 
came about through the 
single-minded determination 
of a farmer, David Cundall.

Armed with a high-tech 
survey showing mysterious 
shapes under the surface of 
Yangon International Airport, 
David's expedition is equipped 
with JCB excavators. But 
instead of Spitfires, the team 
unearths a tale of fake history.

The Buried Spitfires of Burma 
explores what happened next 
as David Cundall's dream 
unraveled during a historical 
'whodunnit' that spans seven 
decades and three continents.

Members can get 25% off by 
emailing Macmillan 
Direct@macmillan.co.uk or 
calling 01256 302699 and using 
the code BURMA25. 
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Daring Diana

Part 1 [in Jul-Sept 2020 Air 
Mail] outlined how I set 
about discovering what 

had happened to my mother’s 
first husband, wireless operator/
air gunner George Plank, when 
his RAF Liberator was lost over 
Rangoon, Burma, on 29 February 
1944. I had learned an abundance 
of details: confirmed that his 
aircraft, ‘Daring Diana’, and another, 
‘Pegasus’, had been downed by 
fighters; unearthed eyewitness 
accounts; befriended Pegasus 
survivor Don Lomas; and traced 
Bunichi Yamaguchi, one of the two 
Japanese pilots responsible. My 
reward was a detailed letter from 
Mr Yamaguchi, which included a 
humble apology to my mother. 

Though I uncovered more than 
I’d ever thought possible, more 
questions remained around the 

events – and aftermath – of that 
fateful night. I also wanted to visit 
places in Rangoon associated with 
the ordeals of the downed airmen. 
These are the next steps in my 
journey of discovery. Aviation historian and co-author of 

RAF Liberators over Burma, Matt Poole, 
continues the story of his mother’s 
first husband, Sergeant George Plank, 
whose aircraft was lost over Burma 
in 1944.
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Daring Diana

New information
Bunichi Yamaguchi died suddenly 
in June 1992, only five months 
after I’d received his letter. Later, 
I received an extraordinary gift: 
his original 1 March 1944 citation, 
celebrating the previous night’s 
aerial victories and presented 
to him by the Japanese general 
commanding all air operations 
in Burma. In a touching act of 
conciliation, Mr Yamaguchi’s son 
decided that I should be this 
valuable document’s custodian. 

Inspired by this gift, and with 
new leads to explore, I redoubled 
my efforts. Japan’s Kagawa 
Prefecture put me in touch with 
the nephew of Hiroshi Takiguchi, 
who, with Yamaguchi, had shot 
down the two bombers. The 
nephew sent me a wealth of 

documents about his uncle’s 
exploits, including a photograph 
of Takiguchi’s wedding. Similar 
to the wedding photo of George 
and my mother, it showed a bride, 
soon to be widowed and left 
without answers, proudly posing 
with her uniformed groom.

By now, my research was 
gaining some publicity in Japan. 
While leafing through his copy of 
Tsubasa, the officers’ magazine of 
the modern Japan Air Self-Defense 
Force, Bunichi Yamaguchi's aircraft 
mechanic, Hanichi Ohba, came 
across coverage of my research. 
Having witnessed the air battle 
above him, he offered me his 
sequential sketches illustrating 
how the two fighter pilots picked 
off the bombers. 

These two sketches 
corroborated the first-hand 
recollections of Bunichi 

Yamaguchi and Pegasus 
survivor Don Lomas. 

In this four-panel 
illustration, 

two Japanese 
aircraft trailed 
Daring Diana, 
illuminated by 
searchlights. 
Takiguchi then 
attacked from 

above and 
Yamaguchi from 

below. Daring 
Diana went nose-

up, stalled, fell from 
the sky and exploded. 

However, the sketch and 
accompanying text were unclear 
on one key point: whether the 
aircraft had exploded in mid-air 
or only upon impact with the 
ground. The difference may seem 
insignificant, but to loved ones 
of those aboard, the uncertainty 
over whether the crew had died 
instantly in an aerial explosion 
or had suffered the terror of 
falling from the sky caused 
enduring anguish.

To Burma
Although there were no Daring 

Diana graves to visit, in 1993 I 
joined a pilgrimage to Rangoon 
to pay my respects at the only 
graves of 29 February victims 
I could visit - the two Pegasus 
crewmen who had died as 
POWs. Through my research I 
felt I knew them like brothers. 
I also wanted to soak up the 

Top Left: Hiroshi 
Takiguchi and his 
bride, Kikui (Kimie), 
circa 1943. © Matt Poole.
Bottom Left: B Flight, 
159 Squadron, at 
Digri, India, February 
1944. Six of the nine 
Daring Diana casualties 
from 29 February 
are pictured here: 
George Plank, top row 
sixth from left; Victor 
Whitehall, middle row 
far left; Ansel Stout, 
top row fifth from 
right; Bernard Clifton 
DFM, front row eighth 
from right; Bobby Burn, 
front row second from 
right; and John Leak, 
middle row third from 
right. Bill Kirkness is 
top row far left. 
© Matt Poole

Rangoon atmosphere and let my 
imagination wander back to a 
time when the town was under 
Japanese occupation. 

We landed at Rangoon’s airport, 
bombed by George only three 
nights before he died. We then 
visited the ruins of Rangoon jail, 
where Don Lomas and five of his 
Pegasus crewmates had been 
incarcerated, and where two died. 
Next, we visited Rangoon War 
Cemetery itself.

Walking among the rows 
of grave markers, I pondered 
over the many details my 
investigations had brought to 
light. I wondered also, while 
searching for the two graves 

"Then is death 
dark?

They say so.
I don't know:

It may be.
Are you afraid?

Others go.
I don't know:

I may be."
Michael Davis, 159 Squadron.
Killed aboard Daring Diana, 

aged 19.

Daring Diana casualties 

of the Pegasus airmen, what 
fates had befallen the remains 
of the Daring Diana crew, 
commemorated on the Kranji 
memorial to the missing in 
Singapore, over 1,000 miles away.

Scanning the various 
inscriptions, I saw numerous 
grave markers which included the 
sad words: ‘An airman of the 1939-
1945 war, Royal Air Force, Known 
Unto God.’ Lost in my thoughts, 
the voice of another group 
member soon broke my reverie:

“Didn’t you say the date was the 
29th of February 1944?”

“Yes,’ I replied. 
"Follow me!" he said excitedly. 

He led me to a group of graves 

Right: Sequential 
illustrations 
depicting the loss 
of Daring Diana by 
eyewitness Hanichi 
Ohba. From the top, 
1: Two Oscars trail the 
Liberator illuminated 
by searchlights. 
2: The fighters 
attack from the rear, 
Yamaguchi from 
below and Takiguchi 
from above. Glowing 
tracer fire to and 
from the Liberator 
is visible. 3: The 
Liberator stalls, 
nose up. One fighter 
flies through the 
searchlight beams. 
4: A massive 
explosion lights up 
the night's sky. 
© Matt Poole
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Daring Diana

which, like many others, 
contained those melancholy 
words, ‘Known Unto God’. Here, 
however, the inscription had one 
additional detail: ‘29th February 
1944’. Looking around, I could 
see that the graves on either 
side carried the same inscription. 
Altogether, seven graves lay 
side by side, all with the exact 
same wording.

That was the single most 
astonishing moment of my life. 
Had I found the Daring Diana 
crew? Did George rest only feet 
from where I stood? Were any 
of the three missing Pegasus 
crewmen here? My hunch was 
that the seven came from Daring 
Diana. Regardless, these burials 
were likely unknown to the loved 
ones of all twelve missing airmen. 

I soon returned to America, but 
at Kew’s Public Records Office 
(now The National Archives) a 
friend scoured documents of 
every RAF squadron flying over 
Burma around 29 February 1944. 
When he finished, he’d verified 
my initial findings that Daring 
Diana and Pegasus were the only 
non-fighter aircraft the RAF lost 
in Burma and the bordering 
war zones in India 
between 25 
February and 2 
March 1944. 
More than 
ever, I had 
confidence 
that the 
seven men 
buried in 
Rangoon 
were 159 
Squadron 
casualties – likely 
from Daring Diana. 

Validation
After an unsuccessful attempt to 
get the Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission (CWGC) to investigate, 
in 1998 I lobbied again. This time 
the truth was unearthed from 
within their archives. 

A ‘Graves Concentration Report’ 
showed that the seven ‘unknown’ 
airmen were indeed Daring Diana 
crewmen interred in Rangoon 
War Cemetery in 1953. 

However, the CWGC would not 
disclose the report’s full contents. 
I therefore called upon Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Anthony Bagnall, who 
had previously written me a letter 

of commendation for my research. 
With him on board the red tape 
disappeared, and by July 2001 I 
had the full document. It provided 
additional details, such as precisely 
where the bodies were found, 
where the final two Daring Diana 
men had allegedly been buried 
(but not rediscovered), and where 
the aircraft had crashed – roughly 
13 miles north of Rangoon War 
Cemetery. 

Clearly the graves were of 
Daring Diana crewmen, though 
their individual identities had 
not been – or were unable to 
be – established when recovered, 
and no exhumations would now 
be performed.

Denied this news for decades, 
far too few loved ones of the 
Daring Diana crew had survived 
long enough to be apprised 
of the comforting revelation. 
Despite there only being a seven-
in-nine chance of one of these 
graves being George’s, my mother 
decided that he was buried there; 
she said she just knew it was true 
– and she was most relieved.

Postscript
In 2002, I commissioned a 

Burmese guide to visit 
the site mentioned 

in the Graves 
Concentration 

Report to 
explore 
where 
the seven 
recovered 

Daring 
Diana 

victims had 
originally 

been buried. 
The videotape he 

managed to smuggle out 
– on second attempt due to the 
unstable political situation – not 
only showed the surrounding 
area, but it also contained an 
unexpected interview with ‘U 
Aung,‘ a softly-spoken 80-year-
old eyewitness who in 1944 had 
watched events unfold overhead. 

Taking refuge in a primitive 
earth and log air raid bunker 
on that February night, yet 
unable to contain his curiosity, 
he had peered upward to follow 
the fighter attacks. During the 
interview, U Aung remarked:

“After exploding, it [Daring 
Diana] was torn completely apart. 

The grave of an unknown Daring Diana crew member, Rangoon War 
Cemetery. © Matt Poole.

Pieces fell down, some here and 
some there, in different places 
around the area.’”

“So it exploded in the air?” asked 
the guide.

“Yes,’ said U Aung, ‘it did.”
Reading these words, a question 

which had tormented friends and 
families of the Daring Diana crew 
was answered: had they suffered? 
In his memoir, George’s 159 
Squadron comrade Bill Kirkness 
had dwelt on the same subject. 
Referring to the crews of both 
downed Liberators, he wrote: 
“[Did they die] in the air combat 
itself, in the plummeting of 
doomed bombers in flames, upon 
impact, [or] with mortal wounds 
on the ground?” Here, twelve 
years after my search began, I 
had my answer. Daring Diana had 
exploded in mid-air, very likely 
killing all aboard.

Remembering
The details I have related about 
George Plank and Daring Diana 
offer only a glimpse into a much 
larger story tied to 29 February 
1944. I spoke with widows, siblings, 
cousins, girlfriends, the 101-year-
old mother of one Daring Diana 
airman plus two fiancées — one 
with a heartrending tale of undying 
devotion to her sweetheart 
who never came home. Their 
individual stories may be typical 
of wartime tragedies, but taken 
together they comprise a deeply 
compelling account of love, 
emotional devastation, latter-day 
comprehension, reawakened pride 
in wartime deeds, and, for some, a 
long-awaited measure of peace.

How fortunate I am to have 
uncovered and shared so much. 

While researching George 
Plank’s fate, Matt Poole 
befriended Bill Kirkness DFM, 
an airman on 159 Squadron in 
India with George. Although 
Bill passed away in 1994, 
Matt worked to enhance 
Bill’s unpublished writings 
with added historical detail. 
The result of this was RAF 
Liberators over Burma. 
Members can get 20% off this 
title by visiting bit.ly/RAFLibs
or calling 01453 886959 and 
using the code RAFA20.

For the ever-shrinking number 
of folks who endured the war 
against Japan, and celebrated VJ 
Day, those unique times no doubt 
still feel – as my mother used to 
say – ‘like yesterday’.

As someone born twelve years 
after George’s loss over Burma, 
I guarantee that not all those 
who came after have allowed 
the echoes from this overlooked 
conflict to fade. I, for one, 
remember with awe and humility 
those brave airmen who fought 
the ‘forgotten war’. AM

Did George

rest only feet from

where I stood?

50    AIR MAIL OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2020



Award_FP.indd   1Award_FP.indd   1 17/09/2020   18:27:2617/09/2020   18:27:26



The Royal Observer Corps

Paddy Malone explores the role the Royal Observer Corps played in delivering 
thousands of aircrew from harm during WW2.

Lightingthe way 
home

Many people know 
the outstanding 
contribution 
made by the Royal 

Observer Corps (ROC) during 
the Battle of Britain, tracking 
enemy aircraft and relaying this 
information to Fighter Command. 
But less well known is the crucial 
role the ROC played in saving 
thousands of allied aircraft and 
their crew.

With no radar coverage available 
over land early on in the war, any 
aircraft which lost its way either 
in the darkness or through bad 
weather would be in danger of 
roaming the country until it ran 
out of fuel or crashed into high 
ground. With posts staffed by 
experienced aircraft spotters 
covering most of Britain, the ROC 
was seen as ideally suited to the 

task of assisting these lost aircraft.
One method which the ROC 

implemented involved the use 
of searchlights as directional 
pointers. Upon identifying a lost 
allied aircraft, ROC observers 
would request the closest airfield 
to cone its searchlights and 
fire signal rockets. Then, using 
their own searchlight to catch 
the pilot’s eye, the beam would 
be elevated to 45 degrees and 
depressed again three times in 
quick succession, before finally 
being pointed horizontally 
towards the airfield for two 
minutes or until the sound of the 
aircraft died away. 

This searchlight system was soon 
followed by ‘Darky’, a short-wave 
high frequency TR9D radio. This 
radio had a 10 mile radius and 
enabled both RAF stations and 

ROC posts to contact lost aircraft 
in their vicinity and direct them to 
the nearest safe airfield. 

Another ROC operation 
implemented to ensure aircraft 
safety was ‘Granite’,  designed to 
prevent aircraft flying into high 
ground in poor visibility. If an 
aircraft was seen to be flying at 
low altitude towards high ground 
a red flare would be lit in its path, 
allowing the pilot to take evasive 
action. Eventually over 350 ROC 
posts – primarily in hilly areas of 
North Wales, the Pennines, and 
Scotland – were equipped for 
Granite operations, with around 
15 being augmented with radios 
which sent an audible warning 
signal to the pilot.

Thanks to these safeguards, air 
crew lost in the inky blackness 
over Britain, perhaps low on fuel 

or nursing damaged aircraft, could 
rely on a helping hand to guide 
them home. 

Throughout the war, members 
of the ROC were also involved 
in rescuing aircrew following 
crashes, guiding ambulances and 
rescue vehicles to crash sites and 
directing air-sea rescue vessels to 
aircrew downed in the sea. 

In May 1945, Air Marshal Sir 
Roderic Hill thanked the ROC for 
the vital role they had played 
during the war: “Amongst 
praiseworthy aspects of your 
work, I must allude especially to 
your tracking of friendly aircraft” 
he noted. “Outsiders, perhaps 
know little of its merits: but the 
Royal Air Force knows and is 
grateful. A very large number of 
aircrews of all commands owe 
their lives to your care.” AM

Artist’s impression of ROC lights 
guiding a lost aircraft to safety. The 

crossed searchlights indicate the 
location of the airfield, while the 

horizontal light points the way. 
© Melvyn Snelgrove
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Under the Radar

90cm Searchlight 
Projector
The 90cm projector was the 
standard searchlight in service at 
the outbreak of the Second World 
War, and could focus a two billion 
candlepower beam of light to a 
range of 5 miles (8km). 

While the ROC put these lights 
to use in guiding lost aircraft, 
the projector’s primary role was 
to illuminate enemy bombers 
at night. The beam would be 
trained onto a target using 
sound locators, though if the 
target could not be found or was 
obscured by cloud, the guns could 
still maintain a deterrent effect 
by firing a ‘box barrage’. With 
the introduction of gun laying 
radar, an unseen enemy could be 
engaged more accurately, and 
searchlights would eventually be 
fitted with their own radar device 
known as ‘Elsie’. Not only would 
this allow more accurate sighting 
of the searchlight, but it could also 
be used to guide nightfighters 
to incoming targets through a 
system code-named ‘Smack’.

Though under the control 
of RAF Fighter Command, the 
searchlights were actually part 
of the Army’s Anti-Aircraft 

Command. These were operated 
by regular soldiers, but as the 
war progressed many fixed sites 
would be taken over by Home 
Guard units, with some of the 
searchlights also being operated 
by women of the Auxiliary 
Territorial Service.

TR9 Radio
The TR9 series was the standard 
high frequency radio fitted to 
British aircraft at the outbreak 
of the Second World War. This 
combined transmitter and 
receiver was used for short range 
voice communication, allowing 

pilots to speak both to each other 
and to controllers on the ground.

Its finest hour came during 
the Battle of Britain, where the 
TR9D radios fitted to Spitfires and 
Hurricanes allowed controllers to 
vector the fighter aircraft towards 
incoming raids while allowing the 
pilots to relay critical information 
between aircraft. The TR9D could 
also be fitted with a system called 
‘Pip-squeak’ which could track an 
aircraft’s position without the use 
of radar. 

This used a clockwork device 
called a remote contactor to 
transmit a regular pulse via the 
radio which could be picked up 
and tracked by ground stations.   

The TR9D and later TR9F 
continued to be used after the 
Battle of Britain, mainly in multi-
crew aircraft. 

These tended to have a 
specialist radio operator as part 
of the crew who would maintain 
communications using Morse via 
separate wireless transmitters and 
receivers. The TR9 would be used 
to for inter-crew communications, 
voice messages between aircraft 
and for contacting airfields 
and other ground sites for local 
instructions. AM

The RAF Museum’s Ewen Cameron looks at the primary function of the 
searchlights and radios repurposed so inventively by the Royal Observer Corps.

Searchlights and radios

ADOPT AN ARTEFACT
The RAF Museum recently 
announced a new programme 
which offers members of the 
public the opportunity to adopt 
one of over 50 objects from the 
museum’s collection. 

With a collection of over 1.3 
million items spanning more than 
a century of RAF history, Adopt an 
Artefact may well appeal to people 
who just want to support the 
museum or find an unusual gift for 
an RAF or aviation enthusiast.

  Find out more online at 
rafmuseum.org, where you 
can explore the collection and 
browse the items up for adoption; 
everything from lapel badges, lucky 
mascots and an RAF evening bag, 
to aircraft, Douglas Bader’s log book 
and even fragments of the Möhne 
Dam.

90cm searchlight © RAF Museum.

TR9 radio © RAF Museum.
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by Mike Curtis
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Seven new companies have 
signed up to collaborate 
on Team Tempest, it 
was revealed at (virtual) 

Farnborough airshow in the 
summer. Team Tempest is the 
project working on the UK’s Future 
Combat Air System, developing 
the next generation of combat 
aircraft which will eventually 
replace the RAF’s Typhoons. 
Although there were no public 
days at the airshow this year, the 
organisers put many sessions 
online for the aviation industry 
and other interested parties.

At the Air and Space Power 
Association conference – as held 
virtually in July - it was announced 
that the RAF is to trial the use of 
unmanned aircraft from the decks 
of the Royal Navy’s new aircraft 
carriers. The Chief of the Air Staff, 
Air Chief Marshal Mike Wigston, 
said that work to evaluate the 
use of swarming drones and 
unmanned ‘loyal wingmen’ from 
the carriers had already begun and 
further developments, including 
flight trials, were expected before 
the end of the year.

The RAF stood up 216 Squadron 
earlier in the year specifically to 
develop and deliver an operating 
‘swarming drones’ capability.

At the same conference, the 

government announced it had 
signed a £65million contract to 
build the UK’s first three remotely 
piloted Protector aircraft – the 
first UK-operated system capable 
of strike missions anywhere in 
the world. After a successful 
development phase, Protector 
is due to enter service with the 
RAF in mid-2024. It is the world’s 
first certified Remotely Piloted Air 
System (RPAS), enabling it to fly 
in busy, unsegregated airspace, 
including civilian airspace, thanks 
to its ground-breaking ‘sense and 

avoid’ technology.
Protector operations will be 

based at RAF Waddington in 
Lincolnshire which is already 
preparing for new aircraft and 
an increase in personnel. A huge 
expansion and upgrade is planned 
for the base, with a big building 
programme to accommodate 
the Protector and the Boeing E-7 
Wedgetail squadrons. The Red 
Arrows will also be moving to 
Waddington when Scampton 
closes in 2022.

One famous RAF base in the UK 

has been reprieved from closure. 
RAF Mildenhall in Suffolk, which 
has been used by the United 
States Air Force since the war, 
had been due to close in 2027. 
However it has now been ‘deemed 
crucial to operational efficiency 
of US forces in Europe’ and will 
stay open for the foreseeable 
future. Its KC-135 tankers and V-22 
Ospreys had been due to move 
to Germany.

The Red Arrows famously ‘fly 
the flag’ for the United Kingdom 
around the world but now they 
have been joined in that role by 
one of the RAF’s Voyager aircraft. 
The government decided to give 
the transport and tanker aircraft 
a patriotic paint job around the 
tail. The Culture Secretary said the 
government was willing to spend 
money – in this case £900,000 – 
to promote the UK abroad. The 
aircraft will be used to fly the 

The VIP Voyager refuelling aircraft, stationed at RAF Brize Norton, refuelled Typhoons from RAF Lossiemouth as they 
supported a  P-8 Poseidon’s first operational mission shadowing a Russian warship. All images © MOD/Crown 2020

HRH The Prince of Wales inspecting graduating officers at RAF College Cranwell in July. The event was adapted 
to meet government social distancing guidelines.

Graduating officers at RAFC 
Cranwell during its centenary.
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Prime Minister and the Royal 
family on visits abroad and it is still 
able to fulfil its military role as an 
air refuelling tanker.

A former RAF C-130 Hercules 
has also been given a striking 
new paint job. It has been bought 
by the US Marine Corps as the 
support aircraft for the US Navy’s 
Blue Angels aerobatic team and 
will follow the team around 
carrying engineers, spare parts, 
luggage and other items. The 
grey RAF camouflage of ZH885 
has been replaced by the team’s 
colours of blue, yellow and white.

The RAF College at Cranwell had 
an unusual graduation ceremony 
in July. Due to the COVID-19 
virus, everyone involved in the 
ceremony, including His Royal 
Highness The Prince of Wales, had 
to observe social distancing. There 
were no handshakes, and the 

The arrival of German Air Force Eurofighters at Siauliai Air Base.

A concept model of the Tempest sits behind an F35-B Lightning at RAF 
Marham.

Remotely piloted Protector aircraft.

Foreground: Flying Officer Abson conducting field admin at STANTA ranges 
in July 2020 during Ex CENTURION’S FURY.

graduates picked up their awards 
from a table. The cadets’ families 
and friends were not allowed to 
attend the ceremony.

Despite the virus, RAF operations 
around the world have been 
continuing. Typhoons from 
Lossiemouth have again been 
involved in the NATO Baltic 
Air Policing mission based in 
Lithuania. They have been flying 
alongside Spanish Air Force EF-18 
Hornets and a French Air Force 
detachment based in Estonia. 
Typhoons from Coningsby were 
also involved in a major exercise 
run by the German Air Force over 
the southern North Sea. Officer 
Commanding No 11 Squadron 
said: “Exercise MAGDay provided 
the squadron with the opportunity 
to demonstrate our ability to 
project UK Air Power and fight in 
a complex environment shoulder-

to-shoulder with our closest allies.”
Chinook helicopters from 

Odiham continue to operate in 
Mali in Africa in support of French 
military operations. In one mission, 
a Chinook flew through the night 
alongside French NH90 Caiman 
helicopters to insert 130 troops to 
conduct a clearance patrol. After 
36 hours, the helicopters returned 
to pick them up.

One of the RAF’s new P-8 
Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft 
has participated in a multi-
national training exercise for the 
first time since arriving in the 
UK in February. Crews from 120 
Squadron joined a NATO exercise 
called Dynamic Mongoose 
to operate alongside ships, 
submarines and aircraft from six 
nations. 

Vice Admiral Keith Blount, 
Commander of NATO’s Allied 
Maritime Command, said: 
“Exercises seize opportunities 
for NATO and Allied nations to 
sharpen war-fighting skills by 
focussing on high end capabilities. 
Dynamic Mongoose ensured we 
remain prepared for operations in 
peace, crisis and conflict.”

And the first two female RAF 
Regiment Officers have completed 
the 25-week course to become 
members of the RAF Regiment in 
July. Flying Officer Emma Graves 
(22) and Flying Officer Juliette 
(Jules) Abson (26) graduated from 
RAF Honington, Suffolk, in July. 
Flying Officer Abson said she had 
always been interested in joining 
and decided the RAF Regiment 
was the most interesting of the 
Armed Forces. She hopes to have a 
positive impact on other’s careers. 
To other women looking to join 
the RAF Regiment she said: “If it is 
what you want, go for it and don’t 
let anyone’s opinions hold you 
back.” AM

Association members receive 
a discount on subscriptions 
to the RAF’s fortnightly 
publication RAF News. Call 
RAF News/Johnson Press 
on 01909 517 331 or email 
rafnews@jpress.co.uk. You will 
need to give your Association 
membership number to 
subscribe. 



Crossword
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Across

1 & 4ac Greeting on 25/12 (5, 9)

4 See 1 across

9 Reserve a stall in library, probably (9)

10 Accompanied Rear Admiral in Ghana (5)

11 The Medical Examiner's topic (5)

12 Northern location for an obscure lido (9)

13 Sound of lightning (7)

15 Orchestral kettledrums (7)

18 Wandered on rest day, perhaps (7)

20 To surround with armed forces (7)

21 Displeasing most distant extremity (9)

23 Maybe the posh people were unhappy (5)

25 Boredom endured by some dozen nuisances (5)

26 Reciprocal of condenser's capacity (9)

27 Person on the envelope! (9)

28 Appears as joints between edges, we hear (5)
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aram sang - masan gar - mara sang - aram snag - anagram
s – sam

arang - naga arm
s - anam

 rags - nam
a rags - m
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asan gar - m
ara sang - aram

 snag - anagram
s – sam

arang - naga arm
s - anam

 rags - nam
a rags - m

ana 
rags - aram sang - masan gar - mara sang 

by Enigma

Down

1 Heats beet possibly becomes dull (9)

2 Establish the truth to allow the dough to rise (5)

3 Not today or tomorrow (9)

4 Room for resin from Switzerland (7)

5 Lit up, beaming (7)

6 A light meal (5)

7 Very small flutter to get special oven (9)

8 Stable aircraft manoeuvre? Quite the opposite! (5)

14 Crude (9)

16 Blood-sucking aircraft! (9)

17 Inherent lack of motion (9)

19 Car controllers possess golf clubs (7)

20 Army provisions – container to measure its content (7)

21 Work with time for noted drama (5)

22 Sound of any kind (5)

24 Genuine about to leave after that time (5) 

The solution to this crossword can be found at the bottom of 
page 59.
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Kropki       
    Squares 

from the new  
RAF Association  
Puzzle Book

Cognitive challenges, survival skills, visual abilities, memory tests and knowledge training. 
Over the next year we are delighted to bring you some devilish brain teasers from the 
new RAF Association Puzzle Book, published in September 2020.

If one page is just not enough, you can wait for your next issue of Air Mail, or buy a 
copy of the whole 256-page book. Available from rafa.org.uk/shop, Waterstones, The Works and 
other high street and online book sellers. Solutions to the puzzles below are on page 59.

Kropki Square 2 
Mission 28: Test your reasoning at speed

About the author: Described as “The king of puzzles”, Dr Gareth Moore has produced more than 100 puzzle and brain-training books for children 
and adults, including The Mindfulness Puzzle Book, The Mammoth Book of New Sudoku and The Ordnance Survey Puzzle Book. He is also the 
creator of the daily brain-training website BrainedUp.com, and runs popular puzzle site PuzzleMix.com. Find him online at DrGarethMoore.com.

Kropki Square 1 
Mission 27: Test your reasoning at speed

Briefing:  
See how quickly you can solve each of these two puzzles, which involve placing just nine numbers. 
Specifically, place a number from 1 to 9 in each empty square, so no number repeats in the grid. 
Squares joined by a white dot contain consecutive digits, meaning that they have a numerical 
difference of 1. Squares joined by a black dot contain digits where one is exactly twice the value of the 
other. The absence of a dot means neither relationship applies.

Brain teaser
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Whether you are starting from scratch, 
or have already written something, 
Bound Biographies can work with you 
to produce a handsomely bound book 
for your family.

Call Wendy on 01428 643591 or email 
WendyBB@compuserve.com

WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY
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BOOKS

York Military 
Books

Military, Naval, 
Aviation & Militaria Books 

bought & sold.
 Relevant part or whole

collections always sought 

Tel: 01423 360828 
Mob: 07717 155619

www.yorkmilitarybooks.co.uk

Classified Advertising

PUBLISHERS

To advertise in the classified section please contact

JULIE LANGLEY
Call: 01780 663011 ext: 154
Email: julie.langley@keypublishing.com

JANUARY - MARCH 
2021 ISSUE

Advertising Deadline: 
14th December


AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME IN PAPERBACK!

The Burma Air 
Campaign 1941-1945
By Michael Pearson
A detailed single-
volume history of the 
bloody campaign to 
wrest air superiority 
from the formidable 
Japanese Army Air 
Force – 
194 pp., maps, 
illustrations 
and detailed 
appendices.

Available from the publishers:
Pen & Sword, 47 Church Street, Barnsley S70 2AS
Email: enquiries@pen-and-sword.co.uk  
Website: www.pen-and-sword.co.uk
Also available from: bookdepository.com/ 
booksetc.co.uk / amazon.co.uk
And all good booksellers ISBN 1-84415-398-3

mikepearsonwriter.co.uk

Offi cially Licensed Royal Air Force Gifts

www.theairforceshop.co.uk
t: 01279 833215

THE 
AIR FORCE 

SHOP



To advertise in the classified section please contact



To advertise in the classified section please contact
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Notices
SOLUTION: AUTUMN CROSSWORD 2020
Across: 1 &  4  Happy Christmas;  9  Bookstand;  10  Accra;  11  Theme; 
12  Blackpool;  13  Thunder;  15  Timpani;  18  Strayed;  20  Besiege; 
21  Offending;  23  Upset;  25  Ennui;  26  Elastance;  27  Addressee; 
28  Seems.
Down:  1  Hebetates;  2  Prove;  3  Yesterday;  4  Chamber;  5  Radiant;  
6  Snack;  7  Microwave;  8  Stall;  14  Unrefined;  16  Mosquitos; 
17  Inertness; 19  Drivers;  20  Baggage;  21  Opera;  22  Noise; 
24  Since.

Notices
OLD COLLEAGUES
Sergeant David Morrison is looking to contact his old friend Corporal 
Peter Mansell, RAF Police, based at HQ Provost & Security Service (P&SS) 
Acton, 1955-56: “He was best man at my wedding in 1956 and I would like 
to reconnect before my 65th wedding anniversary in 2021.” If you have 
any information please contact David Morrison on 01905 772771.

Looking for Dave Fairbrother, flight commander Initial Officer Training, 
Cranwell, 1984, Wing Commander Provost and Security Service Branch circa 
1990. Please contact Martin Rubenstein on martinrubenstein@hotmail.com

Looking for former members of the Catholic Church social club, RAF 
Wunstorf, which I founded nearly 65 years ago: Ned Butler; Ray Carroll; 
John Dudey; John Griffin; Alain Gladwell; Carl Hennessy; Ted 
Hobby; Will Long; Derek Martin; Les Moore and Ian Tomlin. Please 
contact Reverend Father Mike Peters at Eugene.peters1@btopenworld.
com. For any Boy Entrant reading this note I must also sadly report that 
Gerry Singlehurst died last year.

Any information would be appreciated on James Mullan from Northern 
Ireland, who joined the RAF between 1949 and 1951. Please emailJ M R 
Orr on portballintrae@btinternet.com.

Radar Mechanics. 44 Rhodesian/619 Squadron Dunholme Lodge/
Strubby 1943/45. If there’s anyone left please contact Clive Pocklington 
on 01482 812311.

REUNIONS
320th Apprentice Entry Clk Sec, Supplier General and Cooks 50th 
Year Reunion. Planned to be held in Hereford, 6-8 January 2021. We’d be 
delighted to hear from any colleagues whether they wish to attend or 
not. If you are interested or want to be connected to a past colleague, 
please contact: Bob Williams on 07768 717420 or user20robert@aol.
com; Chris Short on 07922077864 or chrisj.short@hotmail.com; or Dave 
Forbes on 07790 616509 or davidforbes862@btinternet.com for details.

Submit your notices – free for all members
Notices is a free member benefit to help you keep connected with 
people and places from your time in the RAF or the RAF Association, 
or to announce news of births, marriages, christenings, engagements, 
and more. A service for members only.
For inclusion in the January – March 2021 issue, email your text to 
notices@rafa.org.uk, post it to the address on the inside front cover 
or call 0800 018 2361. Deadline: 6 November 2020. 

RAF Boy Entrants 43rd Air Radar have held a few reunions over the years. 
Next year will be the 60th anniversary of us arriving at Cosford. We have 
contacted a number of 43rd members but are hoping more will answer 
the call for our final gathering next year at a venue to be decided. It will not 
be at Cosford, and it is not a full blown reunion like previous ones.  If you 
would like to attend please contact Rod Pickles at: rmp2@sky.com.

OTHER
Happy 100th birthday for 11 October 2020 to Stanley Albert Hurley 
(RAF Corporal 1941 – 1946, Burma Star). Affectionately known as 'Albie'. 
The best dad, grandad and great grandad. We hope your special day is as 
awesome as you are. Much love from Margaret, Richard, Paul, Nikki and 
Rod XXXX

Wanted: complete set of ‘RAF Medical Journal’, published 12 June 1941 
– 20 August 1945 (five volumes comprising 33 issues). Reasonable price 
paid for items in fair condition. Call D W ‘Nobby’ Clark on 01708 748677.

Five lost medals sought, awarded to 531546 Leading Aircraftman G A 
Monkman and comprising 1939-45 Star, Africa Star with North Africa 
1942-43 clasp, Defence Medal, War Medal (mentioned in despatches), 
and General Service Medal 1918-62 with Palestine clasp; together with 
silver identity bracelet `SGT. MONKMAN G.A. 531546 R.A.F.' Reward 
available upon their discovery. Contact Stuart Monkman on 07714 
013356 or themonkmans@hotmail.co.uk.

Do any readers remember listening to the music of Ivy Benson? I was 
stationed at RAF Luqa, Malta, in 1948 where we once hosted the Ivy 
Benson Swing Band – then on their Middle East tour. It was a most 
enjoyable occasion, and we were able to spend some time with Ivy and 
her band members in the mess after their performance. If any other 
readers were there and would like to chat, please contact Gerald Mee 
on geraldmee@outlook.com.

Are any ex RAF/Army personnel who served in Ceylon around 1956, 
and were extras in the film ‘Bridge on the River Kwai’ still around? If so, 
it would be nice to reminisce regarding that time. Contact Jeff ‘Robbie’ 
Robinson on 01352 780489.    

Calling Scottish Aviation Pioneer and Twin Pioneer aircrew and 
groundcrew. I am writing a book about these aircraft to be published 
in early 2021 and would like to hear from anyone who had first-hand 
experience with these aircraft. Please contact Chris Hobson on 01285 
711768 or chobson208@gmail.com.

The RAF Locking Apprentices Association welcomes contact from 
apprentices who trained at RAF Locking or RAF Cranwell and wish to 
renew comradeship. Visit www.raflaa.org.uk or call 01933 317357.

The RAF Administrative Apprentice Association welcomes all 
administrative apprentices who trained as suppliers or clerks at RAF St 
Athan, RAF Bircham Newton, RAF Halton, RAF Ruislip or RAF Hereford. 
Further details of your Association can be found at www.rafadappassn.org.

SOLUTION: BRAIN TEASER KROPKI SQUARES 
Kropki square 1: Mission 27              Kropki square 2: Mission 28

784
625
319

549
287
136
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Mr R Abraham Headquarters
Mr K Andrews Burtonwood and Warrington
Air Commodore A Andrews Newark
Mr D Ashurst Global
Mr M Aurelius North Costa Blanca
Mr D Bale Exmouth
Mr C Ball Cambridge
Mr J E Barraclough York
Mr J E Barton Northern Area HQ
Mr H Battson Headquarters
Mr D Benham Dunstable
Mr M Benham Weymouth and Portland
Mr P D G Bird Llangollen
Doctor S Blizzard Trinidad and Tobago
Captain F C Blunt Overseas Area HQ
Mr J Bonello Malta GC
Mr P T Bowie South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr R Boyce Caduceus
Mr R Bradley Castleford
Wing Commander R Bragg Trowbridge and West Wiltshire
Mr T Brennan South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr B C Brooks Itchen and Hamble
Mr A Brown City of Bristol
Mr R S Bryson Greenock
Mr A Burgoyne South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr M Burston Dunkeswell (AC) and Honiton RMG
Mr R L S Butler Dunkeswell (AC) and Honiton RMG
Mr T Cahill Headquarters
Mr A Cameron Northampton and District
Mrs B Cater Eastbourne
Mr E Causon Cheltenham
Mr A Chantrell Hinckley and District
Mr H A Chapman Rothbury
Mr R J Charman Barnstaple and North Devon
Mr F Cheeseman Leicester
Mr A Chetwin Chelmsford
Mr B Chiswell Sturminster Newton and Gillingham
Mr P Clark Stockton and Thornaby
Mr M Coleman Bexleyheath and District
Mr K Collingwood Headquarters
Mrs S Coombs Cockermouth
Mrs A Cooper Kenley and Caterham
Mr R Critchley Newark
Mr H Crowther Northern Area HQ
Mr A Culliford Swiss
Mr C S Day Batley and Birstall
Mr H Dobson York
Mr A Dodds Llandudno RMG
Mr B Doughty Fleet
Mr W Downward Newcastle-under-Lyme
Mr A Duers Headquarters
Mr M Eames Market Harborough

Mr F Eastburn Rotherham and District
Group Captain W Edwards Poole
Mr K Edwards CBE Rushden
Mr J R Elliott Hartlepool
Mr K Emsall Letchworth and Hitchin
Mr A G Evans Llanidloes
Mr R Evans South West Area HQ
Mr B S Evans Towyn and Aberdovey
Mr J Fegan Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders
Mr H Ferguson Headquarters
Ms C C Fink Northern Area HQ
Mr G Floyd Haywards Heath
Mr I Francis Northern Area HQ
Mr T Fraser Headquarters
Mr A Freeman Haywards Heath
Mr B Fretwell Northern Area HQ
Mr W R Gammack Shetland
Mr R Garton Horsham and Storrington
Mr S Geffryes South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr J Gilbert South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr R Gill Kenley and Caterham
Mr B Glasgow Ayr and Prestwick
Squadron Leader J Goldby Ile-de-France
Mr A Gooding Norwich
Mr B Goulding Melton Mowbray
Mr J Gowans Witham and Rivenhall
Mrs K Graves Bridlington and District RMG
Mr P N Gravett Jersey
Mr P Gravina Malta GC
Mr D Griffiths Stowmarket
Mr C Hall Crook and District
Mr M Hall South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr D Hancock South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mrs M A Hardy-Gillings South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr R Harvey Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders
Mr V Hawes City of Bristol
Mr R Hawes High Wycombe
Mr J Hetherington Whitley Bay
Mr M Higate Overseas Area HQ
Mr E Hill Isle of Wight
Mr J Hill Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mr A Hillman South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr J C Hoedeman Amsterdam
Mr T Hogg Alnwick
Mr D G Hopper Weston-super-Mare
Mr N Hornsby Moffat and Lockerbie RMG
Mrs B Hughes Bognor Regis
Mr N Hugo Global
Mr D B Hulbert Carterton and Brize
Mr A A Hunter RAF St Mawgan
Mr R Hurst Itchen and Hamble
Mr J Jenkins Swansea

AD ASTRA
We record with sadness the passing of the 
following members of the RAF Association ©
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 “In friendship and in service one to another, we 
are pledged to keep alive the memory of those 

of all nations who died in the Royal Air Force 
and in the Air Forces of the Commonwealth. In 

their name we give ourselves to this noble cause. 
Proudly and thankfully we will remember them.”
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Mr W Johnston Headquarters
Mr N Jones Cranwell
Mr D Jones South Fylde
Mr D N H Jones Treorchy
Mr C Jones Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mr W Kerr Mablethorpe and Sutton
Mr G Knapp Orpington RMG
Reverend J Kyle North Cornwall
Mrs R Lacy Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District
Mr L Laken Headquarters
Mr F Lancaster Kenley and Caterham
Mr G Latham Worthing
Mr A Lee Kettering
Mr D Lesbirel Formby
Mr W Lewis Salisbury RMG
Mr W Lloyd Swindon and District
Mr P Lock Retford
Mr A J Logue Stowmarket
Mrs I Lorimer Bognor Regis
Mr J Ludkin Diss
Dame V Lynn CH DBE LLD  Amsterdam
Mr A Maison Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders
Mr A Manley Shoreham-by-Sea
Mr D Mason Cheltenham
Mr W F Mawby Northampton and District
Mr T May Thetford
Mr T P McGinn Blackhall
Mr N A McGregor Moffat and Lockerbie RMG
Mr T S E Melia Uxbridge
Mr A Millard Letchworth and Hitchin
Mr A Molloy Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mr M Morgan Uxbridge
Miss D P Morris Horsham and Storrington
Wing Commander S Murphy Guernsey
Mrs D Nadin Cranwell
Mr A Nichols Wolverhampton and District
Mr E Nicholson Crook and District
Mr A Noble Fraserburgh
Mr J Norris Formby
Mr R Nutman JP Chesham and Amersham
Mr T A O'Hara Pontardawe and District
Mr R Ost Bognor Regis
Mr H Owen Leyland and District
Mr M Parker Itchen and Hamble
Mr J Pearson Driffield Concert Band RMG
Mr E Pendle South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr A Perkins Republic of Ireland
Group Captain J R Pink Harrogate and District
Mr T Pledger South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr B Porter Shoreham-by-Sea
Mr G Powell Tamworth
Mr C Price Cheltenham

Mr P Pugh Shrewsbury
Mr J F A Quinn Bebington
Mr A Quinn Corsham and Chippenham
Mr D Rainger Itchen and Hamble
Mr E Read Littlehampton
Mr D Reeder Rotherham and District
Mr K Rees Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mr P A Reynolds Mablethorpe and Sutton
Mr J A Rodgers Headquarters
Mr M Roffe Worcester and District
Group Captain J Rogerson Ely
Mr H R Rosario South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr D Roskilly Harrogate and District
Mr J Rouse Yeadon
Mr J Rumgay Northern Area HQ
Mr B Russell Aylesbury and Halton
Mr D B Rutherford Newcastle and Gateshead
Mrs V Sadlar Headquarters
Mr K W Savage BEM Bognor Regis
Mr D Scott Exmouth
Mr D Sell Watton RMG
Group Captain J Sewell Headquarters
Mr S Seymour Headquarters
Mr R Sharp Leicester
Mr A W Sheppard Scarborough
Mr N Simister Aylesford and Malling
Mr J Sinden Hartlepool
Mr J Slade Kenley and Caterham
Mr P W Sleight Downham Market
Mr R Smith Weston-super-Mare
Mr B Southcott South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr S Spinks Headquarters
Mr C Spraggs Cardigan RMG
Mr A Staines Wokingham and Woodley
Mr W R Stanger MBE  Orkney RMG
Mr A Stanley Weston-super-Mare
Mr P Stanway-Williams Clacton-on-Sea
Mr W Stevens Wokingham and Woodley
Mr K Stonestreet Oldham
Reverend J Taylor Cheltenham
Mr A G Taylor Huntingdon and District
Mr G Taylor Stourbridge RMG
Mr D Taylor York
Mr N Thomas JP  Neath
Mrs B Thomas Newcastle and Gateshead
Mr B Thompson Weymouth and Portland
Mr D Thomson Plymouth
Mr G Thorburn Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders
Mr J Thorn Weston-super-Mare
Mr C Thornton Llanidloes
Mr D Thorpe Thurrock
Mr D Tingay Hull
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Mrs J Townrow Falmouth
Mr W Townsend Rugby and District
Mr P Tucker South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr S Turner Peterborough
Mr R Vallance Whitley Bay
Mr M Van Nieuwkerk Kings Lynn and District
Mr K Varley Headquarters
Mr P Venn Overseas Area HQ
Mrs T Vokes Camberley and District
Mr J Wakefield Morecambe and Lancaster
Mr H Walker Biggin Hill RMG
Mr W F C Walker Worcester and District
Mr A Wallace Bognor Regis
Mr J Wallace Newcastle-under-Lyme
Mr K Wallis South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr D Warner Headquarters
Mr G Washbrook Headquarters
Mr C Wedlock Causeway Coast
Mr C D Weekes Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mrs H Wehner Costa Blanca
Mr D J Wellman South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr S West Dudley
Mr B Whitaker Keyworth
Mr B White Headquarters
Mr R Whiting Coventry

Mr K Whittaker Basingstoke
Mr W Whittaker Huntingdon and District
Mr R Wilson Hexham
Mr W Wilson Lincoln
Group Captain R Winkworth Shrewsbury
Mr J Winston Bargoed and Blackwood
Mr R A F Wood Dursley and South Gloucestershire
Mr H Wood York
Mrs T H Worthington Sheringham and District
Mr T Wright Porthcawl and Kenfig
Mr N Yates MBE Balderton
Mr R T Young Worthing

Please note: Air Mail cannot accept any obituary notifications direct. These must be sent to the member’s branch or Area office.  
Alternatively, call our contact team on 0800 018 2361.

We specially remember those  
members who had reached  
or passed their 100th birthday

Mrs M Abbott   
Harrogate and District

Mr C D Favre  
North Weald and Ongar 100
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Remembering

Reg Davey 
© Family archive

Geoff Green
© Family archive

Honouring those 
who have departed
Cecil Chandler
Bomber Command veteran Cecil Chandler was 
honoured by the French Government for his 
involvement in the D-Day landings. 

Cecil, a member of Alton Branch, joined 
the RAF at 18. He was a flight engineer on 
Stirlings and Lancasters with 15 Squadron, 
and later with 622 Squadron. He completed 28 
operations and said: “I was scared every time 
except for one. That was when we were on the 
raid over Dusseldorf and were hit. Two of the 
men were killed, and we were being attacked 
by a fighter. I was too busy to be afraid.” 

Just a few weeks later Cecil was part of 
the airborne support for the 6 June 1944 
Normandy D-Day landings and was later 
awarded the Legion d’honneur.

After the war Cecil rejoined the RAF and, 
until his retirement, enjoyed postings in the 
UK, Germany and France. Cecil died on 31 
March aged 96. 

Reg Davey 
Flight Lieutenant Reg Davey joined the RAF in 
1942, trained as a navigator and was posted 
to Bomber Command’s 218 Squadron. He flew 
seventeen operations in Stirlings then thirteen 
operations in Lancasters with 514 Squadron 
and three Pathfinder operations in Mosquitos 
with 139 Squadron. At the end of the war in 
Europe he was posted to No 627 Pathfinder 
Squadron preparing for ‘Tiger Force’ but was 
demobbed in October 1946 and became 
a senior inspector with the government 
conciliatory service, ACAS.  

After retiring he volunteered at the de 
Havilland Aircraft Museum where he met 
visitors, recounted his wartime experiences 
and proudly introduced people to the three 
Mosquitos on display.  

Reg was extremely thankful that Bomber 
Command personnel were recognised, and 
attended the unveiling of the memorial at 
Green Park in 2012. He died on 21 March.

Bob (Robert) Gill 
Flight Sergeant Bob Gill DFC was a Pathfinder 
and Rear Gunner in Bomber Command during 
WWII. He joined up at 17 and was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for his role in the 
Allied bombing of Berlin, before he was shot 
down over Belgium. While held as a prisoner 
of war for a year in Stalag Luft 7 he was forced 
onto the ‘Long March’ in winter 1945, ahead 
of the advancing Red Army. He remained 
in the RAF and returned to Berlin after the 
end of hostilities in Europe. After leaving 
the RAF, he was an active member of the 
RAF Club in Piccadilly, treasurer for the local 
RAF Association Club at Kenley Airfield, and 
did other voluntary work for SSAFA and the 
Aircrew Association. He died in March aged 96.

Geoff (William Geoffrey) Green
Squadron Leader Geoff Green DFC passed 
away in April. He was the rear gunner on the 
iconic Phantom of the Ruhr Lancaster bomber, 
and completed a full tour over Germany during 
the Second World War. In October 1943 

Geoff’s Lancaster was badly damaged during 
a raid. The crew would have baled out over 
England but refused to leave the aircraft when 
Geoff couldn’t get the rear turret to rotate. 
The following year Geoff was awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross for shooting down a 
German Me262 jet fighter – the first member of 
Bomber Command to claim such a victory. 

Bessie Thomas
Bessie Thomas volunteered at the age of 
17 and was called up in February 1943. Her 
first posting was as a Clerk Special Duty to a 
Bomber Command with 150 Squadron with 
Halifaxes and Lancasters. After training as a 
radar operator, she was sent to Hill Head near 
Fraserburgh, Scotland. From there she was sent 
to High Street, Suffolk where she interpreted 
signals to ascertain the range, direction and 
altitude of aircraft. Once she plotted a V1 
coming towards the station, and she watched 
the D-Day invasion on her radar screen. She 
was a member of Newcastle and Gateshead 
Branch until she died aged 96.

Cecil Chandler meeting the then Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Hillier, during 
the 2019 D-Day 75 commemorations. © MOD/Crown 2019.

Bessie Thomas 
© MOD/Crown 2019

Bob Gill 
© Family archive
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RAF TEDDY BEAR
by Merrythought 
Code: MRY-RAF

NEW

FLY WITH THE RAF
30 Piece Jigsaw Puzzle (Ages 3+) 
Code: GJ-JIG-1

RAF Association 
CYCLE JERSEY
Code: RAFA-CJ

£30.00

RAF SOFTSHELL JACKET
Code: RAF002-R231M-NARO

Red Arrows HOODED 
SOFTSHELL JACKET
Code: RA027-R230M-REDBLK

£50.00

Support the RAF family 
with our seasonal ranges
Shop for our new poppy jewellery range and treat friends and 
family to our Christmas card selection.

£4.00

WALLETS
Military Heritage Red Arrows Wallet Code: MH127 ............ £20.00

RAF Logo Wallet Codes: RAF212, RAF211, RAF210     .......£20.00 each

Military Heritage Vulcan Wallet Code: MH128  ..................... £20.00

Military Heritage Lancaster Bomber Wallet Code: MH125£20.00

Military Heritage Spit� re Wallet Code: MH126 ..................... £20.00

Military Heritage Red Arrows Wallet A

RAF Logo Wallet B

Military Heritage Vulcan Wallet C

Military Heritage Lancaster Bomber WalletD

Military Heritage Spit� re WalletE

Red Arrows 
SOFTSHELL JACKET

RA027-R230M-REDBLK

Red Arrows Red Arrows 
SOFTSHELL JACKET
Code: RA027-R230M-REDBLK

£90.00

Shop for our new poppy jewellery range and treat friends and Shop for our new poppy jewellery range and treat friends and Shop for our new poppy jewellery range and treat friends and 

RAF TEDDY BEAR
by Merrythought 

£20.00

RAF TEDDY BEAR
by Merrythought 

Shop for our new poppy jewellery range and treat friends and Shop for our new poppy jewellery range and treat friends and 

LIMITED 
EDITION

MRY-RAF

£100

A

C

E

B

D
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BEST SELLERS/GIFTS
Sekonda RAFA 
Wings Steel Silver
MEN’S WATCH – 
with RAF 
Association 
branded back
Code: 735-3381M

Sekonda RAFA 
Wings Steel Silver
MEN’S WATCH – 

branded back
735-3381M

£45.00

Sekonda RAFA 
Wings Black
CHILDREN’S 
WATCH
Code: 735-3390K

Red Arrows SILVER 
HEART BROOCH
Code: BRZ-BRO

£10.00

Sekonda RAFA 
Wings Black
CHILDREN’S 
WATCH
Code: Code: 

£30.00

RAF Childrens/Kids 
Colour In SPLAT T-SHIRT
Code: SPT

£8.00

Red Arrows 
Kids PYJAMAS
Code: PJ7907

BEAR-IN-A-PLANE
Plush Spit� re 
with Teddy
Code: BIP

£20.00

Royal Air Force (RAF) 
9” Inch CADET BEAR
Code: WABEAR-CAD-E

£15.00
Royal Air Force (RAF) 

CADET BEAR
Royal Air Force (RAF) 

CADET BEAR £20.00

To order, complete and return the order form, 
call 0800 018 2361 or visit rafa.org.uk/shop

BEDDING
Red Arrows Single Reversible 
Duvet Cover & Pillowcase Set 
Code: BEDRED........................£30.00

RAF Single Reversible Duvet 
Cover & Pillowcase Set
Code: BEDRAF ........................£30.00

Red Arrows Single Reversible 
Duvet Cover & Pillowcase Set 
Code: 

J

RAF Single Reversible Duvet 
Cover & Pillowcase Set
Code: 

K

SOCKS
RAF Roundel Socks 
Code: RNDL-AD_2020091510575451 ......... £4 - £6

Red Arrows Diamond 9 Socks 
Code:RAD9_2020012915422807 .........£4 - £6

Red Arrows Tail� n Socks 
Code: RATF_2020012914403650  ............... £4 - £6

Military Heritage RAF Aircraft Sock 
(Multipack – 4 Pairs) Code: MH-MULTI .£18.00

 ......... £4 - £6

 .........£4 - £6

£4 - £6

 .........£4 - £6

SOCKSSOCKS
RAF Roundel Socks 
Code: RNDL-AD_2020091510575451 .........

SOCKSSOCKS
RAF Roundel Socks RAF Roundel Socks 
Code: 

F

Red Arrows Diamond 9 Socks 
Code:RAD9_2020012915422807G

Red Arrows Tail� n Socks 
Code: H

Military Heritage RAF Aircraft Sock 
(Multipack – 4 Pairs)

I

F

G

H

I

J

K

£4 - £6£4 - £6RNDL-AD_2020091510575451RNDL-AD_2020091510575451

View our 

full range 
online
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XMAS/SEASONAL 
CHRISTMAS CARDS

‘Operation Christmas’ Christmas Card
(Pk 10) Code: 422-X139.........................£4.50

Woodland Tree Christmas Card (Pk 10)
Code: 422-X140  .....................................................£4.50

RAF Christmas Card (Pk 10) Code: X143 ......£4.50

Disturbed Tranquility – Vulcan (Pk 10)
Code: 422-X123 ......................................................£4.50

A Winter Hurricane (Pk 10) Code: 422-X130 £4.50

A Winter Escort (Pk 10) Code: 422-X131 ........£4.50

Flight Christmas Card (Pk 10)
Code: X144 ..............................................................£4.50

Flirting With The Tree Tops (Pk 10)
Code: 422-X132 ......................................................£4.50

Winter Wonderland Card (Pk 10)
Code: 355-X141 ......................................................£4.50

‘Operation Christmas’ Christmas Card
(Pk 10) 

A

Woodland Tree Christmas Card (Pk 10)
Code: 

B

RAF Christmas Card (Pk 10)C

A Winter Hurricane (Pk 10)E

Disturbed Tranquility – Vulcan (Pk 10)
Code: D

CALENDARS
O�  cial RAF Red Arrows 2021 Calendar
Code: CAL2021-RED £14.00

O�  cial Royal Air Force RAF 2021 Calendar
Code: CAL2021-RAF £14.00

O�  cial RAF Red Arrows 2021 Calendar
Code: 

G

O�  cial Royal Air Force RAF 2021 Calendar
Code: 

HG H

N.B. Postage prices 
are not included

RAF Association 
2021 DIARY 
Code: XR21

£6.00

£15.00

RAF Association SANTA BEAR 
Code: 272-WABEAR-XMAS

A Winter Escort (Pk 10)F

£4.50

Flight Christmas Card (Pk 10)
Code: 

G

Flirting With The Tree Tops (Pk 10)
Code: 

H

Winter Wonderland Card (Pk 10)
Code: 

I

A

B

C

D

E

F G

H

I
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POPPY RANGE

RAF Emblem Poppy Pin Code: 767-LB40..£12.00

RAF Roundel Poppy Pin Code: PP20 .........£12.00

RAF Association Poppy Pin Code: 767-PPRAFA

 ............................................................................£12.00

Red Arrows Poppy Pin Code: 767-PP813 ..£12.00

RAF Badge Poppy Pin Code: PP4 ...............£12.00

WRAF Poppy Pin Code: 767-PP36 ...............£12.00

RAF Ensign Poppy Pin Code: 767-PP523 ..£12.00

To order, complete and return the order form, 
call 0800 018 2361 or visit rafa.org.uk/shop

REMEMBRANCE

ORDER FORM
Please complete this order form clearly in BLOCK CAPITALS
HOW TO ORDER
1. Online rafa.org.uk/shop 2. Phone 0800 018 2361, lines are open Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm 
3. Post your completed order form to RAFATRAD, Atlas House, Wembley Road, Leicester LE3 1UT 
(Please use additional paper if necessary and return in an envelope with this order form to the address above)

Standard delivery charge for UK orders is £2.95. Overseas orders  
will be charged additional postage and packaging costs.

DESCRIPTION  CODE  SIZE  PRICE  QTY  TOTAL £

DISCOUNT CODE SUBTOTAL
DISCOUNT
DELIVERY

TOTAL £
BILLING ADDRESS
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Tel: ____________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________

DELIVERY ADDRESS (if di� erent)
Name: _________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Tel: ____________________________________________________________
Email: __________________________________________________________

PAYMENT DETAILS
I enclose my cheque/postal order         (made payable to RAFATRAD Ltd)

Or please charge my:    Visa     Mastercard       Delta

Card no

Expires                            Issue no.        Valid from                                CVV

We can only ensure that every member of our RAF community is receiving the support they need and deserve through the generosity of our valued supporters. 
We would love to stay in touch and keep you updated about everything we’re doing, including membership, fundraising, welfare, research and volunteering. 
 Yes, I’d like to stay in touch via email and keep up to date when it suits me       Yes, I’d like to stay in touch via SMS and get updates straight to my mobile        
 Yes, I’d like to stay in touch via phone and hear from a real person

Please note, if you choose to leave all options unticked you may miss updates about the RAF family and the RAF Association’s work to support it. 
Don’t forget, your privacy is key. We promise never to sell or swap your data, always keep it secure and only share it in accordance with our privacy policy. 

You can view our full Privacy Notice at rafa.org.uk/privacy. You’re in control of how we communicate with you and use your data, and you can change 
your preferences at any time. You can speak to our friendly team by calling 0800 018 2361 or email privacy@rafa.org.uk to ask us any questions. 
We would be happy to help.
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WANT TO RETURN TO SERVICE OR ARE YOU 
CONSIDERING AN INTER SERVICE TRANSFER?

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW
We offer a wide range of opportunities to suit you:

SEARCH RAF RECRUITMENT
REJOINERS & TRANSFEREES

0345 605 5555
/rafrecruitment   @RAF_Recruitment

REJOINERS & TRANSFEREES

•  Fast entry
•  Up to age 57
•  Pay and benefits
•  Re-entry at different 

Rank levels
(Subject to experience)

Offering full regular terms and conditions of service, 
and the ability for shorter engagement lengths. 
If you served in The Royal Navy or the Army 
there are also opportunities for you in 
the Royal Air Force

and the ability for shorter engagement lengths. 
If you served in The Royal Navy or the Army 
there are also opportunities for you in 
the Royal Air Force
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