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Useful Contact Numbers

Headquarters
The RAF Association

Atlas House
41 Wembley Road

LEICESTER
LE3 1UT

Telephone: 0116 266 5224

website: www.rafa.org.uk

Area Office Contact Details

Northern

Area HQ and North West Office
Sterling Court
Offices 1 to 4

Leyland Business Park 
Leyland, PR25 3GR

Telephone: 01772 426930

North East Office
Halifax Block

RAF Linton on Ouse
YO30 2AJ

Telephone 01347 847525/847496

South-East and Eastern

South East Office

46-50 Coombe Road
New Malden

Surrey
KT3 4QF

Telephone: 0203 823 8130/31

Area HQ and Eastern Office
1171/2 Loughborough Road 

Leicester, LE4 5ND

Telephone: Office 0116 266 5224
Welfare: 0116 268 8781/8782

Scotland and Northern Ireland

Area HQ and Scotland Office
20 Queen Street 

Edinburgh, EH2 1JX

Telephone: 0131 225 5221

Northern Ireland Office
21 Talbot Street
Belfast, BT1 2LD

Telephone: 02890 325718

Useful RAF Association Contact Addresses and Telephone Numbers

Wales, Midland and
South Western 

Area HQ & South Western Office
RAFA House, Chancel Lane

Pinhoe, Exeter EX4 8JU

Telephone: 01392 462088

Wales Office
Celynen Collieries Institute

Memorial Hall
High Street, Newbridge 

Newport. NP11 4FH

Telephone: 01495 249522

Midland Office
The Windermere Club 
110 Wake Green Road

Moseley, Birmingham B13 9PZ

Telephone: 0121 449 9356

Overseas

21 Talbot Street
Belfast

BT1 2LD

02890 325718

The RAF Families Federation
13-15 St Georges Road

Wittering
Peterborough

PE8 6DL

Telephone: 01780 781650
website: www.raf-ff.org.uk

Flowerdown House
55 Beach Road

Weston Super Mare, BS23 1BH

Telephone: 01934 621664

Rothbury House
Rothbury

Morpeth, NE65 7TT

Telephone: 01669 620235

Richard Peck House
1 St Thomas Road

Lytham St Annes, FY8 1JL

Telephone: 01253 725519
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NEWS Updates and information for members and the wider RAF family

As the song by Bob Dylan goes ‘The times they are a
changin’ and some members have commented on
the changes that the Association has been going

through over the last couple of years.

I would like to put in to context what was happening to the
Association and why these changes, although difficult for
some to accept, have to be achieved.

In the period between 2001 and 2013 the Association
declined by around 10,000 members every three years. Had
this rate of decline continued for another decade, our
membership would have reduced by over 70,000 during 
the 20-year period – a situation that would be terminal for
the Association.

When Conference endorsed Option 2 of my paper: “Resolute
action to ensure the survival of the existing model”, 
adapted to: increase membership; bear down on costs; and,
provide more effective support to branches and clubs” we 
set the scene for clear action by all of us, members and
employees alike.

So we have started by focusing our efforts on recruiting,
recruiting, recruiting. In the period since 2014 to the end of
August 2016 we have recruited over 14,500 new members.
This means that one in four of our memberships is less than
‘three years old’. This has also changed the age profile of the
Association; a third of our members are under the age of 55. 

To attract these new members we have had to demonstrate
to them the worth of the Association, both from a
membership and a charitable perspective. These new
members have told us during our research that the charitable
activities in supporting the welfare of the RAF family is the
most important reason for them to join the Association.

Since 2014, we have also seen the demand for our welfare services grow by almost 40 per cent. Most of this demand is what might be
described as friendship, help and support, which is why we have launched the befriending service and recruited volunteers to help us
fill the gaps where branches are unable to support members and the wider RAF family.  This is borne out by the many sad stories being
fed back to us from the Keeping in Touch campaign which has contacted members who lapsed in 2016. We have spoken to over 1,500
lapsed ordinary members in the last three months and many of their stories are heartrending; over 40 per cent of those contacted have
become welfare cases. For some, the call we made to them was the first contact with another person they have had for many weeks. For
others, their loss of mobility has left them unable to attend branch meetings and they were slowly drifting away from both the
Association and the world at large into a place of isolation and loneliness. 

To assist us to better help our branches, members and beneficiaries the Leicester headquarters have moved from the dilapidated offices
at Loughborough Road, which required remedial maintenance at a cost far exceeding the building's value simply to make it a safe but
still unpleasant working place. The new HQ is to a modern, open plan office where the South East & Eastern team have been included
within the wider HQ team, providing benefits to both teams. The new HQ also provides the additional facilities needed to enable the
Association to deliver the ambitious growth plans of Council. The purchase, refurbishment and move have all been achieved within the
£2.2 million budget set by Council. The new facilities will also help us to minimise operating costs.

So the times they are indeed a changing. Instead of having a declining membership of around 48,000, today we have a growing
membership of over 62,300 and the future looks much brighter for the Association, its members and the members of the RAF family we
all support.

Sir Dusty Miller
President

Message from the President

october-december 2016
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We were honoured to have
been joined at the Dunsfold
Wings and Wheels event by

three Bomber Command veterans
who signed copies of ‘The
Remarkable Life of Jo Lancaster
DFC from Bomber Command Pilot
to Test Pilot and the Martin Baker
Ejection Seat’ by David Gunby.

They are all members of the Haywards
Heath Branch and enjoyed a nice cup
of tea brewed in an RAF Association
tea pot and a piece of homemade
cherry cake. A donation to the
Association was made for every book
sold at the event.

Pictured below: L to R: Jo Lancaster DFC, 

Dave Fellowes L d’H and George Dunn DFC
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There are three vacancies at Dowding House in Moffat for former
RAF personnel or their widow/widowers.

The independent living facility is owned by the RAF Association and
operated by Hanover Housing. It allows retired RAF personnel and their
spouses to retain their independence, with minimal support available
from a warden.

Any ex-RAF men or women, their widows or widowers who have
reached normal retirement age may apply irrespective of whether they
are members of the Association.

The development consists of 26 self-contained apartments (11 doubles
and 15 singles), with each apartment comprising a lounge, kitchen,
bedroom and bathroom. Apartments are unfurnished apart from
carpets, curtains, refrigerator and electric cooker. Tenants move into
freshly decorated flats, with new carpets and kitchens. They also have
use of a communal lounge, conservatory and launderette.

There are three single occupancy, newly decorated flats available.
Anyone who is interested can call James Early on 0116 268 8774 for
more information or to arrange a visit.

Dowding House is looking for
new tenants

The results of the ballot for places in the 2017
London Marathon should be out by the time
this Air Mail reaches you. If you were

unsuccessful, but would still like to run in this iconic
event, we have a number of places available.*

You can either email challenge-events@rafa.org.uk or
call Julie on 0116 268 8790.

*Minimum sponsorship levels apply. 

Get in the running for
2017 London Marathon

The Association has hit upon a way to double its
membership in one easy move… if every
existing member gets one new member then

we will break our ambitious 100,000 member
target overnight!

David Prowse, Director of Membership and Operations,
said: “We have had a lot of success in recruiting new
members simply by asking people if they’d like to join.
It’s really that simple. There are an estimated 750,000
former RAF personnel out there and I firmly believe
that between all of our members they know most of
those 750,000, so I encourage you to get out your
address books and Christmas card lists, go through
your Facebook friends and other contacts for former
RAF colleagues and ask them if they’d consider joining
the Association.”

There are two ways to join if you do not have an
application form: people can visit www.rafa.org.uk/join
or call the Membership Team on 0800 0182 361.

Increasing our membership
– how you can help

Wings, wheels and books

L to R: Christine Maxwell and Carrie Devonshire
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The RAF Association is calling for families to take part in Lincoln’s
Santa Run on Sunday 11 December, to raise some festive funds. 

The 2016 Lincoln Santa Fun Run and Walk will see runners of all ages
dressed in their Santa suits make their way around the approximately
3.5 km course in the historic Bailgate area of the city. 

There will be almost 2,500 Santas out on the streets, so book your
family's places today and start raising money to help us support
members of the RAF family in need.

For more information contact challenge-events@rafa.org.uk or call
Julie on 0116 268 8790.

Festive fun run for speedy Santas

october-december 2016Air Mail4

Happy 100th birthday Bill Lloyd

Basingstoke Branch
member Bill Lloyd
celebrated his 100th

birthday on 13 August. This
milestone was marked by his
branch at its summer ball the
day before. Bill was presented
with a cake, champagne and a
letter and certificate of
congratulations from
Association President
Air Marshal Sir Dusty Miller.
Bill was accompanied by his son
Peter and daughter-in-law
Gwen from Canada and other
members of his family. 

If you or an Association member
you know has celebrated their
100th birthday please email
marketing@rafa.org.uk with brief
details and attach a high
resolution photograph or two. If
you prefer the post, you can write
to the team at the Headquarters
address enclosing photographs,
which will be returned.

L to R: Peter Lloyd, Bill Lloyd, Pip Iles Branch Chairman and Bryan Jenkins Branch President

Grand Draw 2016

This is your final chance to enter this year’s RAF Association Grand
Draw, where the top prizes include a BMW 1 Series and a luxury
cruise for two.

Every ticket bought for just £1 goes towards helping members of the
RAF family.

You can buy tickets online at www.rafa.org.uk/granddraw or by emailing
jo.bray@rafa.org.uk. Tickets must be returned by Monday 17 October
2016, with the draw on 21 October. * 

Don’t delay and enter today! Good luck everyone.

*Terms and conditions apply (www.rafa.org.uk).
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Don't forget that the Association has a will-writing and estate-planning
affiliate, the Beneficial Trust and Wills Company (BTWC).

The Association's Legacy and In Memoriam Manager Vinny Manak said: “The
BTWC offers start with a very cost-effective online solution for members with
internet access, priced from £39-55 for a single will, to around £85 for a ‘mirror’ will
for couples. The prices are so low to members because they pay only half the fees
and we pay the other half, so it’s a very useful benefit,” said Vinny.

BTWC also offers a telephone, email and postal solution in England, Wales,
Scotland and Northern Ireland that costs about £80 for a single will and £90 for a
mirror will, or around £90 for a face-to-face consultation.*

Here is the second in our series of frequently asked questions. The full list can be found on the Association’s website. 

Can I make specific legacies?

If you wish to preserve family heirlooms, medals or items of sentimental value, you should leave these items as a specific legacy to a
named beneficiary and record your relationship with them. When leaving a legacy to a charity, the registered charity number will be
required. 

What about inheritance tax (IHT)? 

A 40 per cent IHT rate applies to individual estates valued above £325,000. The surviving partner of a married couple or civil partnership
has the potential to use a value of up to £650,000 IHT free but the correct arrangements must be in place to enable this. The
government is proposing to introduce an additional Residence Nil Rate Band allowance from 2017 where a residence is closely
inherited by lineal descendants i.e. children, grandchildren etc, but the practical implications of these suggested changes are yet to be
borne out. 

For more information on wills and estate planning, please contact Vinny Manak. You can email her using vinny.manak@rafa.org.uk or
call 0116 268 8791. 

*Figures and discounts quoted apply to basic wills only. More complex examples would be costed on a case-by-case basis and are not included in the offer. For more
information go to www.btwc.co.uk/royal-air-forces-association-member-offer or contact Vinny.

Subsidised wills for members and some more frequently asked questions 

Social media update
It has been a busy time on our social media channels. Here’s a snapshot of what’s been happening.

www.facebook.com/RAFAssociation

www.twitter.com/RAFAssociation
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Agroup of dedicated fundraisers have been hard at work for the eleventh consecutive
year,  raising money for the RAF Association in memory of Jamie Blagg, an RAF
trainee, who died at just 19 years old.

Events for 2016 have included an X Factor style karaoke competition, a boxing event, a football
tournament at Riverside Stadium (home to Middlesbrough FC) and the latest, a gruelling
triathlon through the mountains, valleys and lakes of the Lake District.

Wayne Urwin, one of the organisers of the fundraising team, said: “Jamie was so passionate
about being in the RAF and we want to give something back to the RAF family in his name.”

If you would like to donate to support the incredible fundraising efforts of Jamie’s family and
friends please visit www.crowdfunding.justgiving.com/JMBT-RAFA. The group also has a
Facebook page www.facebook.com/jamieblaggmemorialfundraisers, where you can keep up to
date with their fundraising efforts and send them messages of support.

Amrik and Nari Sandhu were joined by 13 members of their family to run the Great
Newham London Run to raise money for the RAF Association in memory of their son
Ajvir Singh Sandhu, who tragically died earlier this year in an air accident. 

Ajvir, who graduated with a first class masters in geoscience from Durham University, was
exceptionally talented. Starting out as a cadet at 241 (Wanstead & Woodford) Squadron, Ajvir
served for seven years and left as Cadet Warrant Officer. During his younger years, Ajvir was
awarded a Flying Scholarship, a Gliding Scholarship and was selected from 3,000 cadets to
accompany the Lord Lieutenant on royal duties throughout 2010. After taking a leading role
within the Northumbria University Air Squadron, Ajvir was selected for RAF pilot training passing
out of initial stages and gaining the Hennessey Trophy and Philip Sassoon Memorial Prize. Ajvir
was undertaking fast-jet training with Number 72 (Reserve) Squadron at RAF Linton-on-Ouse.

Ajvir’s parents commented: “He was a true born
leader and we were privileged to be able to call him
our son. In his short 25 years, Ajvir had a huge
impact on everyone he met and will be sadly missed
by many. We have come together to raise money for
the RAF Association to commemorate Ajvir and
show gratitude for the support we’ve been given by
the RAF family during this difficult time. We are
overwhelmed by the generosity our friends and
family have shown and we would like to thank
everyone who has made a donation.”

At the time of going to press the total raised was an
incredible £21,000.

Fundraisers reach new heights in memory of RAF trainee

It is often said that without our volunteers the Association wouldbe nothing. This is true, not only for our welfare work, but for
fundraising too. In addition to the hundreds of Wings Appeal

and other fundraising volunteers, we are fortunate to have many
air show and events volunteers.

This year the Association's events team will attend 35 air shows and
other events. As well as raising money, it gives people the opportunity
to find out more about the Association and how we support members
of the RAF family in need, as well as offering friendship through
membership.

Chris Osborne, Fundraising Events Manager, paid tribute to these
volunteers: "Every year we are joined by energetic and committed
volunteers, without whom we simply couldn't attend the number of events that we do. I want to take this opportunity to say thank you
to them all and to see if they are free next year!"

Thank you to our air show volunteers

Family raising money in memory of RAF pilot son
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Stuart Carvell is a caseworker for the RAF Association in the North East
Area. His years of dedication and quality of work were recognised by
the RAF Benevolent Fund at its annual awards ceremony. Stuart uses a:

“High degree of empathy, listening skills and good judgement,” in order to
do his job to the best of his ability.

We are so pleased that Stuart’s years of hard work and dedication have been
formally recognised with this award.

If this has inspired you to volunteer your time, go to www.rafa.org.uk/volunteer

Award for Association Caseworker

Welfare Caseworker of the Year Stuart Carvell was presented with his trophy by Paul Cushen, Managing
Director of award sponsor Midshires Mobility Group

Personnel from No1 Air Control Centre (1ACC) and 90
Signals Unit (90SU) currently deployed on Operation
Shader in Cyprus received a much needed boost to

welfare provision thanks to the RAF Association.Op Shader is
the international effort to contain ISIL (Islamic State of Iraq
and Lebanon – also known variously as IS and ISIS)
aggression in Syria and Iraq.

The welfare items, consisting of sports equipment, games
consoles, audio-visual equipment, mountain bikes, kitchenware
and other recreational items were bought with a grant provided
by the Association after being approached by Sgt Richard Atha,
an RAF Association Liaison Officer (RAFALO) at RAF Scampton.

As part of the initial deployment to RAF Akrotiri in December
2015 and noticing a distinct lack of welfare provision for

Association boosts morale in Cyprus

personnel, Richard soon thought about approaching the
Association for support. He said: “Having been a RAFALO for
several years I knew that the RAF Association would be a good
port of call to help. These items have greatly improved the
quality of life for deployed personnel. From the simplicity of
being able to reheat food while working on shift to venturing out
on the many mountain bike tracks in the area, there has certainly
been a boost of morale on the detachment.” 

Rory O'Connor, Director of Welfare and Policy, added: "We are
always looking for ways to support serving personnel and this
was a great opportunity to make a huge difference for a relatively
small cost. All the items have been branded with the
Association's logo to highlight that we support serving
personnel, as well as former RAF personnel and their families."

The Association’s online shop has been relaunched, with an
expanded product range and an updated website. It is now even
easier to find the perfect gift for that hard to buy for Association

member or RAF enthusiast in your life.

Rachel Huxford, Director of Marketing, Fundraising and Trading said: “Our
online shop has been a popular way for people to buy Association and RAF
merchandise for several years, but we felt it could be better. We have added
items only previously available at air shows and other events, as well as a
number from our corporate supporters, such as Wickedly Welsh chocolate
and RAF Tea from the Rare Tea Company. I have tested both of these lines
extensively and can vouch for their quality!”

Start your Christmas shopping early at www.rafa.org.uk/shop

New improved online shop is open for business
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Anxiety support for RAF veterans

The RAF Benevolent Fund has partnered with Anxiety UK to provide
specialised support for veterans and their family members, aged 16-64,
who are experiencing a number of psychological troubles including

depression, anxiety, low mood, panic attacks, stress, low self-esteem or
low confidence.

According to a recent report published by the Benevolent Fund, 11 per cent of
working age RAF veterans reported feeling depressed while 14 per cent of
working age RAF veterans reported experiencing psychological difficulties in a
one year period. 

Through this partnership, Anxiety UK will provide those who have served in the RAF and their families, of working age, with a variety of
services and resources including:

• A dedicated helpline and email services to provide emotional support
• Self-help materials and annual membership to Anxiety UK
• Free counselling sessions for those experiencing anxiety and/or depression (who meet the eligibility criteria)

Air Commodore Paul Hughesdon, Director of Welfare & Policy for the Benevolent Fund, said: “The RAF Benevolent Fund is delighted 
to be working with Anxiety UK to address a clear need within the RAF family. There’s no need for people to fear asking for help or 
trying to cope on their own. The services we’re providing in partnership with Anxiety UK really can make an incredible difference to
those in need.”  

If you need support with anxiety or depression please call 0844 334 1550* or email rafsupport@anxietyuk.org.uk
* Telephone support available Monday to Friday, 9.30am to 5.30pm. Call charges will apply.

Photographs from this year's Annual Conference can be downloaded from the album
called '2016 Conference – Blackpool' from www.flickr.com/photos/rafwingsappeal

You can download and print the images out for your own use or for inclusion in Association
publications. Please email marketing@rafa.org.uk if you would like to use the images for 
any other purpose or if anyone from outside the organisation approaches you about using
an image.

Photos from Annual Conference 2016

Air Marshal (ret’d) Sir Charles Soutar

The RAF Association is sad to report the death of Air Marshal Sir Charles Soutar. Sir Charles passed away peacefully at
Garrett House, Aldeburgh on 15 July 2016. A dedicated member of the Association, he was President of Aldeburgh
Branch at his time of death and had held positions including President of Eastern Area, Chairman of Central Council

and was a Life Vice President of the Association.

After qualifying from the London Hospital Medical School, Sir Charles joined the RAF in May 1946. He served on several overseas
tours, including Kai Tak in Hong Kong, at RAF Nicosia in Cyprus as the senior medical officer and in Aden, as the Principal Medical
Officer at HQ Middle East Command.

On promotion to Air Commodore, Sir Charles was appointed Commandant of the RAF Institute of Aviation Medicine, based at
Farnborough, before moving the HQ Strike Command, as the Principal Medical Officer. This was the RAF's largest command, and
one that encompassed every flying role, as well as controlling a number of hospitals and RAF station medical centres.

With promotion to Air Marshal came another role change, as head of the RAF's medical services, in February 1978, before he retired
from the Air Force in 1981, after 35 years of service.

Sir Charles was very much involved with events in Aldeburgh after his retirement, including the Aldeburgh RAF Association Branch
and his local ATC squadron.

He was much loved and respected by those he leaves behind; his children Fiona, Andrew and Serena, grandchildren and wider
family, friends and colleagues. Our thoughts and sympathies are with them all.
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Once again the RAF Association was pleased to support Armed Forces Day, as
we believe it is important to recognise the sacrifices made by current and
former serving RAF personnel and their families.

Representatives of the Association attended the national event in Cleethorpes, as well
as numerous events around the country, with our standard bearers flying the flag for
the Association.

David Prowse, Director, Membership and Operations, said: “Celebrations like Armed
Forces Day are really important initiatives that make current and ex-Service personnel
feel welcomed by their communities. We believe every generation owes a debt of
gratitude to the RAF and their families and events like this remind the British public of
the great sacrifices these heroes have made.” 

Armed Forces Day

More than 230 aircraft, from 37 air arms in 24
countries participated in the Royal
International Air Tattoo 2016, which took

place at RAF Fairford in Gloucestershire. The airshow
attracted a sell-out crowd of 153,000 people over the
three days and the RAF Association was, of course, in
attendance.

Among the many highlights were displays by the F-22
'Raptor', a Polish MiG-29, an RAF Typhoon and Chinook, a
French Rafale and the Turkish Air Force F-16 'Solo Turk'.
Flypasts included a unique formation of the Red Arrows,
an F-35B and two RAF Typhoons giving a glimpse of the
future of the UK's defence capability. 

Highlights on the ground included a march past by 750
air cadets to mark the Air Cadet Organisation's 75th
anniversary. Taking the salute were the RAF's departing
Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Andrew
Pulford, Commandant Air Cadets Air Commodore Dawn
McCafferty and Honorary Air Cadet Group Captain Carol Vorderman.

While there, the Association raised the profile of our charity, as well as funds and a wonderful weekend was had by all.

Royal International Air Tattoo

The RAF Association Concert Band has been incredibly busy this year, promoting and providing musical support at many
events. The band played at the Association’s National Memorial Arboretum Service, Armed Forces Day events in Bristol and
various engagements in Weston-super-Mare, to name but a few. 

What’s more, they have plenty to keep them busy right through to next year, with Battle of Britain events, Armistice Day
commemorations and various Christmas Carol and concerts booked in. 

The band has formed a registered members group (RMG) with a membership of 25 new musicians. So if you’re looking for a band to join
with an RAF connection, make it the RAF Association Concert Band. 

To join the RMG or to book the band for an event, please contact Musical Director Peter Skellon on 01934 820205.

Concert Band keeps hitting the right note

Unique flypast at the Air Tattoo 2016 by the RAF’s new aircraft; Lightning F-35B, 2 x RAF Typhoons and
the RAF Aerobatic Team the Red Arrows. Photo: © MOD Crown. 
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The second Invictus Games kicked off in Orlando, Florida and in the
crowd were 11 ex-WRAFs including some RAF Association members.
They had travelled from Canada and parts of the USA to be involved

in the event. Nicola told us about the experience:

“The games are for wounded warriors and the athletes need not have
competed in the sport before. All events are open to everyone, and many go
from one sport to the next. For some, sport has become a sense of purpose
and achievement and many won medals in sports they had never participated
in before. We heard stories of competitors reaching a stage in their life that
they no longer thought it was worth living, sport helped them overcome this
and participating in these games had been a goal to work towards.

“The volunteering began days before the opening ceremony with practices and preliminaries. There were
wide ranging jobs; from supporting athletes, being courtside to return balls or at the pool and carrying the
medals at the ceremonies. Some of our group were on the medals team and had the privilege of working
alongside HRH Prince Harry and other VIPs, as part of the medal ceremonies. 

“Whichever sport we were volunteers for, we all felt a great sense of pride, being part of the forces family
once again.”

We can't promise trips to Florida, but if you have been inspired to volunteer for the RAF Association, visit www.rafa.org.uk/volunteer

RAF Association WRAFs visit Invictus Games

The Imperial War Museum (IWM) is working in partnership with the
Ministry of Defence on its Contemporary Conflicts Programme.
The programme is specifically relating to Afghanistan from 2001-

2008 and aims to complete the IWM’s collection, capturing the
memories of servicemen and women who served in the conflicts.

This is the opportunity to have your personal story permanently recorded
in the museum’s archives and be part of a unique piece of history. By being
part of the programme, the IWM hopes to raise public awareness of the
experience of current personnel involved in contemporary conflicts.

If you have a story to share visit www.iwm.org.uk/contemporaryconflicts to
register and for contribution guidelines.*

*Any items the IWM receives and holds for the collection (whether digital
or otherwise) will be reviewed by MOD.

Imperial War Museum’s Contemporary Conflicts Programme

Photo: © Crown Copyright - IWM (HQUKTF-2007-093-466)

Gordon Sales of Manchester is celebrating a win with the
RAF Association’s Wings Lotto. The former RAF Policeman
has been playing the Wings Weekly Lotto since it started four

years ago. As a long time player and first time winner, Gordon was
gobsmacked at his windfall of £10,000! He has not decided what
to do with all of the money yet, but says a holiday is definitely on
the cards for him and his wife.

Gordon would recommend the Wings Weekly Lotto to anyone and
says: “It’s well worth being a member for the chance to win.”

For just £1 you could win in our weekly Wings Lotto draw, the official
lottery of the RAF Association.

Even if you don’t win, your pound still goes to help serving and former serving RAF personnel who really
need it. Money raised helps us to continue our welfare work. 

For more information, including full terms and conditions, visit www.rafa.org.uk/get-involved/wings-lotto

Gordon wins big with Wings Lotto
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Alan received his NPC in recognition of his work in establishing
and running the RAF Down Ampney Association for 40 years. He
was also the Honorary Welfare
Officer for the Coventry Branch.

You can read more about Alan
on the news pages of the
Association's website
www.rafa.org.uk

For further information on
making a nomination, please
contact Hannah Standley. Email
hannah.standley@rafa.org.uk or
write to her at the
Headquarters address.
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Is there a member of your branch whose efforts go above
and beyond? Whose loyalty and dedication leave a lasting

impression and set a shining example to all? 

There are a number of ways to recognise outstanding
contributions, whether at an Area or National level or even a
submission for a State Award. A nomination can be made by
anyone, at any time and nominations are reviewed every six
months.

One recent National Presidential Certificate (NPC) recipient is
Alan Hartley (pictured right) of the Coventry Branch.

A vague idea 40 years ago of organising some kind of reunion for
people who served at RAF Down Ampney in Gloucestershire
evolved into a lifelong labour of love for Alan. It started with the
installation of stained glass window memorial which prompted a
deluge of letters from people wanting to be involved.

Does your Branch have an unsung hero?

Taking place just once every two years, the Farnborough
International Airshow is held at the historical Farnborough
Aerodrome in Hampshire – arguably the birthplace of British

aviation. Over the weekend, in addition to flying displays which
included the F35 Lightning, the show hosted a large static aircraft
display and an array of interactive activities, exhibits and
entertainment features. This year these included the Space and
Innovation Zones for a look into the future of aerospace, with one of
the guest speakers being Major Tim Peake.

Thanks to the generosity of Martin-Baker, who gave us the use of their
hospitality chalet on Saturday, we were able to host a number of guests at
the air show. These included some existing and potential supporters of the
Association. We were also joined throughout the day by a number of
people displaying on the ground and in the air, from the Red Arrows to
members of Volunteer Gliding Squadrons and the Breitling wing-walkers
and pilots.   

Our mobile exhibition trailer was also at Farnborough for the weekend to raise vital funds, helped by its prime position next to the Red
Arrows dispersal where their Hawk aircraft were parked. They had a bumper weekend and had to return to Leicester to restock despite
taking two show’s worth of stock.

Farnborough – a roaring success for the Association

Photo: F35 at Farnborough © Farnborough International Airshow

Crowds of people lined the jetty of Port Pendennis to welcome
home the three-strong fleet of Turn To Starboard's Round Britain
Challenge. Spectator boats took to the water as the crew ended

a two month, 2,000 mile circumnavigation of the British Isles. 

Three crews set sail from Falmouth on board the Spirit of Falmouth, a 
92-foot long tall ship and two support yachts on 1 June. The vessels
stopped at ports including Newcastle, Ipswich and the Orkney Islands.
After spending two months sailing, the team arrived home one day
ahead of schedule. 

A crew of 38 military veterans, many with little or no sailing experience
took part in the expedition. Organiser and Turn2Starboard Chief
Executive Squadron Leader Shaun Pascoe said: “Not only has the crew
faced their own challenges after Service life, they have faced incredible
challenges throughout the journey. The team has shown resilience in
every situation.” 

The Association is supporting Turn To Starboard to fund places for former
RAF personnel. To find out more visit www.turntostarboard.co.uk

Crowds welcome home Round Britain Challenge crews
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The final resting place of an RAF
Wellington Bomber wireless operator
from Norfolk has been recognised

after his grave was identified almost 75
years after his aircraft was shot down. 

At a service in Schiermonnikoog Cemetery,
the Netherlands, the grave of Sgt James Bent
was rededicated in his name. The service, led
by the Rev (Sqn Ldr) Dawn Colley was
organised by the MOD’s Joint Casualty and
Compassionate Centre, with a new
headstone bearing Sgt Bent’s name and a
personal inscription from his family.

James enlisted in April 1940 to commence
training as a Wireless Operator. He was
posted to 115 Squadron in May 1941 and five
weeks later set out on a bombing raid to
Munster, Germany. The aircraft was shot down and crashed into
the North Sea with the loss of all crew and although Sgt Bent
sent an SOS message, the subsequent air and sea search failed to
locate them.

Their fate was confirmed in 1941 when the remains of three crew
members washed ashore on the Netherlands, Frisian Islands. It

RAF WWII hero’s final resting place identified after almost 75 years

Above left: Sgt Bent in his uniform, right: niece Mary Cox , her husband and grandson Teddy at the service

wasn’t possible to confirm one set of remains and the grave was
marked as ‘Known unto God’. As a result of recent evidence the
unidentified remains are confirmed as those of Sgt Bent.

Sgt Bent’s niece Mary Cox was traced and she, her husband and
grandson Teddy travelled to the service. Mary said: “It’s such a
relief we have located Uncle Jim’s body at long last. We thank God
that he is resting in peace in such a beautiful location." 

Aformer Dakota pilot has fulfilled a lifetime wish to honour the
memory of his wartime colleagues in the Far East. Malcolm
Cloutt has organised the placing of a memorial stone in the

cathedral in Sittwe in Myanmar (formerly Burma) in tribute to the
aircrews of 62 Squadron who lost their lives there.

Malcolm was posted to Sittwe (then called Akyab) in April 1945 but,
before he embarked, he ended up in hospital with appendicitis. His
crew went on ahead of him and, two months later, their Dakota crashed
into the sea. Malcolm`s crew, flying with a new captain, were all killed.

"They were on a supply mission. They gave out a brief 'mayday' 
call but then crashed into the sea. If I had not been recovering from
appendicitis, I would have been on that aircraft," says Malcolm who 
is now 95 and living in Buckinghamshire. "In the three months 
before I finally got to Akyab, the RAF lost 18 aircraft there. A lot of it 
was to do with bad weather which often resulted in aircraft flying 
into mountains."

The high number of crashes prompted the Air Officer Commanding of 232 Group to express his dismay at the number of casualties
incurred by the transport squadrons operating from Akyab. He urged crews, especially new ones, not to adopt a 'do or die' attitude
when flying in bad weather. He also compared the high RAF losses to the lower figure experienced by the Americans, although he
conceded that they were flying out of Chittagong where the weather was better.

Malcolm volunteered for RAF service before the war and was initially turned down as a pilot. The RAF later relented and he flew
Wellingtons with Coastal Command before converting to Dakotas. He came out of the RAF after the war and returned to his career in
accountancy, but always wanted to return to Burma to pay tribute to his friends and colleagues.

In 2014, he secured a grant from the National Lottery Commission to travel to Burma and, with the help of the Vicar of St Mark's
Cathedral in Sittwe, arranged a Service of Remembrance for his crew. He also discovered that there was no commemoration of the
wider work of 62 Squadron between 1942 and 1945. He therefore sponsored a memorial stone which has now been placed on a wall in
the cathedral.

"It was a hard trip for me," says Malcolm. "Apart from the long flights there and back, I had a fall down a flight of stairs in a hotel for
which I still need painkillers. However I was accompanied by my elder daughter and her husband and everyone there was very
supportive and helpful. I thank God for giving me the strength to undertake such a journey and to have completed my mission to
honour my crew."

Malcolm honours 62 Squadron
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The RAF Association provides friendship to all members
of the RAF family, proudly championing their
achievements. Of course military working dogs (MWD)

are not eligible for welfare support, but their important role
in RAF operations past and present is worthy of recognition.
For this reason the RAF Police have nominated a number of
dogs to become part of our RAF Association family. We will
be telling you more about them in this and future issues of
Air Mail. 

This issue, our hero dog is Sooty the Cocker Spaniel, who was
deployed in Afghanistan in 2012 with Sergeant 'Damo' Heartford. 

Damo says: "Op HERRICK 18 was an extremely arduous tour for
arms and explosives dog teams. Sooty soon ramped up a
number of finds, identifying numerous improvised explosive
devices (IEDs) and weapon caches. He also proved extremely
efficient in providing a ‘safe path’ on patrol or while out on
targeted ops, often locating buried IEDs which were then
marked for avoidance by the following troops. 

"However we were involved in several incidents which, looking
back, sadly affected Sooty. As the tour progressed he would
sometimes show signs of reluctance while on the ground and at
times had to be carried between searches. When in harness,
Sooty was still eager to work and was thankfully still getting
results." 

After an assessment it was concluded that due to Sooty and
Damo's strong bond Sooty could, with regular oversight, remain
operational. After returning to Brize Norton, and following a
good rest, it was time for Sooty to get back to ‘normal’ work.
Unfortunately, Damo soon noticed that Sooty became unnerved

Air Mail2016 october-december 13

Not all heroes are human

by certain things and wasn’t comfortable in what he considered
normal circumstances. 

Following further assessments by the Provost Marshal’s Dog
Inspectorate and then the Defence Animal Centre in Melton
Mowbray, Sooty was retired from service and diagnosed with
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). MWD Sooty was now 
Mr Sooty! 

Overnight Sooty went from living in a kennel on his own to
being a member of Damo’s family with two other dogs and a
toddler. Gradually he adapted and has learned that there are
certain boundaries, although he still doesn’t recognise all of
them. He still has no concept of personal space and has to be
involved with everything. His PTSD has been hard work at times,
especially when, without warning, he would lie down and refuse
to walk. 

Damo continued: "Sooty is proving to be a great family pet and
has fitted in well to our hectic household, which now includes
another child. He still suffers from PTSD and there is no rhyme or
reason behind what affects him. It is difficult to predict what
could affect him in the future, as obvious triggers, such as
fireworks, don’t seem as bad as random things like a squeaky toy.  

"Sooty has given so much, saving countless lives while
operational in Afghanistan and is now able to enjoy his
retirement. Although I believe it will always be with him, Sooty
copes well with his PTSD." 

Sooty truly is a canine hero and we wish him an enjoyable
retirement. Next issue we’ll meet another military working dog
and handler.

August saw rafaYOUTH celebrating its third birthday and what better way to celebrate than with a
cake?

Helen Gibson, Youth Community Manager, said: “rafaYOUTH is all about the members, so it was only fitting
that we included as many as we could on our birthday cake. Membership now stands at around 4,500 and,
as it is free, there’s every reason for members of uniformed aviation related organisations to join. There is at
least one great prize on offer every month, but you have to be in it to win it.”

Membership is open to 13-17 year olds. To find out more visit www.rafayouth.org.uk

A third succesful year for rafaYouth
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The RAF Museum is known for its legendary aircraft collection.
Alongside these iconic exhibits it now houses six PokéStops, a
'Gym' for training Pokémon and fighting numerous other people's

characters from the game that has taken over the world.

For those not in the know, Pokémon Go is an augmented reality game
played on smartphones. You play by walking around the real world
catching cartoon monsters and training them to fight each other.

Says Kevin Carter, Head of Digital Experience for the museum: “My kids are
gamers and they popped in to the museum last week and were excited
about the huge number of Pokémon characters on site. Since then we
have noticed a number of visitors playing the game here. As a free
museum, they are most welcome!”

The museum has a Gym by the replica aircraft in the car park. It also has six Pokéstops around the site, which are usually found in
locations of interest or tourist spots. These are popular attractions for players as they deliver items such as Pokéballs (to catch other
Pokémon) Potions and Revives (to heal or revive a fainted Pokémon) and are very important to the game.

Pokémon GO lands at the RAF Museum

Unveiling of memorial for Buster – the dog that saved a thousand lives

Amemorial to honour the life of Buster, the famous RAF Police Arms and
Explosive Search Dog, has been unveiled at RAF Waddington. The unveiling
was organised by his handler, Flight Sergeant Will Barrow who set up a

fundraising campaign shortly after the 13-year-old Springer Spaniel’s passing at his
family home in Lincolnshire.

Buster completed five tours of duty in Afghanistan, Bosnia and Iraq and it was his
exceptional efforts in these austere environments for which he is being remembered. It
was the saving of countless lives by searching out improvised explosive devices that saw
the honour of official lifetime mascot of the RAF Police bestowed upon Buster.

Buster completed his career as a Military Working Dog at RAF Waddington and personnel
can now remember him in the peaceful surroundings of the Station’s Memorial Gardens.

FS Barrow said: “Buster was a dog in a million and a protector of thousands. He was a
brave dog who served his colleagues and his country with unstinting devotion.”

Buster was one of the many RAF Police Military Working Dogs that work tirelessly across
the UK and the world with their handlers, protecting lives and crucial military assets with
their unique capabilities and endless loyalty.

The brave RAF Association Liasion Officers of
RAF Scampton took on the gruelling
challenge of the annual Pathfinder March to

raise money for the Association. The march
commemorates the work done by the Pathfinder
Force, led by Wing Commander Donald Bennett
and created to aid Bomber Command with night
time bombing during the Second World War.

The march is a 46 mile walk or run between Wyton,
Graveley, Oakington and Warboys. Thanks to
teamwork and their weekly long distance hikes, the
‘Scampton Stompers’, completed the arduous trek in
just under 17 hours. Although it was a real test of
mental and physical strength, they kept spirits high
and smiles on their faces. 

The Stompers raised a fantastic £801 in sponsorship
money. Well done everyone!  

RAF Scampton SHQ Pathfinder March 2016
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New Chief of the Air Staff appointed

RAF Association member Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Hillier KCB CBE DFC ADC MA RAF
is the new Chief of the Air Staff, in command of the Royal Air Force, leading a
Whole Force of some 35,000 Regular and Reserve personnel and 5,000 Civil

Servants, supported by thousands of contractors. He is personally accountable for the
safe and effective operation of over 700 manned and unmanned aircraft and for
meeting the airpower needs of Defence, which currently means thousands of people
and every front-line force committed to operations world-wide. In addition to
sustaining his people and this exceptionally high level of commitment, he is also
responsible for delivering the significant growth in the RAF’s front-line capability
announced in the 2015 Defence Review.

Prior to assuming his current appointment in July 2016, he was the Deputy Chief of Defence
Staff (Military Capability) in the Ministry of Defence between 2012 and 2016, responsible for
strategic force design, balance of investment and capability coherence across all areas of UK
joint military capability. He has significant other experience in MOD capability planning,
acquisition and programme delivery. His most recent previous command appointment was
as Air Officer Commanding 2 Group from 2008 to 2010, responsible for the RAF’s ISTAR, Air
Transport, Air-Refuelling, Force Protection and Search and Rescue capabilities.

A Tornado GR4 pilot and flying instructor, he has over 3,500 flying hours and extensive
operational and command experience, ranging from squadron pilot to theatre commander
of British Forces. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for operations over Iraq in 1999 and the United States Bronze Star for
Iraq operations in 2003. He was appointed CBE in 2004 and received his knighthood in 2014. 

He is married to Elaine, who has provided incredible support to him and the wider RAF family for over 30 years and has two grown up
children. Air Chief Marshal Hillier relaxes by running half-marathons, usually for Service charities, photography, hill-walking and reading.

Photo: ©MoD/Crown Copyright 2016

The RAF Association held its Annual
Remembrance Service at the National
Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas in

Staffordshire in June. It provided an opportunity
to commemorate members of the RAF who have
selflessly given their lives to their country and for
relatives to remember loved ones.

The service was led by the Venerable (Air Vice-
Marshal) Jonathan Chaffey, Chaplain in Chief of the
Royal Air Force and the Rev (Sqn Ldr) Chris Carré,
Station Chaplain of RAF Cosford. Music was provided
by the RAF Association Concert Band under the
musical direction of Peter Skellon BEM. Readings
were delivered by Association President Air Marshal
Sir Dusty Miller and Secretary General, Nick Bunting.
The RAF Association Dedication was read by Group
Captain Mark Hunt from RAF Cosford.

After the service, the congregation followed 
the Association’s Standards to the RAF Association
Remembrance Garden for a wreath laying 
ceremony. This was followed by a flypast by a Spitfire
and two Squirrel (DHFS) helicopters courtesy of the
Royal Air Force.

Any family, friends or colleagues wishing to celebrate
the life of a person or organisation associated with the
RAF, can place a personalised remembrance cross or
stone in the Association’s Remembrance Garden.
Further information is available from
vinny.manak@rafa.org.uk or by calling 0116 268 8791.

The Association encourages anyone making a visit to
the Arboretum to visit the garden year round to pay
their respects.

Annual Remembrance Service at the National Arboretum
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Celebrity aviator Carol Vorderman joined thousands of cadets from across
the UK at RAF Cranwell, Lincolnshire on 13 August to mark the 75th

anniversary of the RAF Air Cadets.

Ambassador to the RAF Air Cadets, Honorary Group Captain Vorderman attended
the historic national parade and musical extravaganza and met cadets aged 12-19.

Also in attendance were VIP guests including the new Chief of the Air Force Air
Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Hillier, himself a former cadet.

The day of celebrations included a huge parade and musical extravaganza led by
cadets, flypasts from the Red Arrows and the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight and
the RAF Falcons also dropped in.

The historic event marked 75 years since the formation of the Air Training Corps and several units of the Combined Cadet Force (RAF),
collectively known as the RAF Air Cadets.

Opening with a precision parade, 350 cadets performed a spectacular hour-long drill ceremony, before musically gifted youngsters and
volunteers took to the stage for the musical extravaganza with compere Peter Dickinson – the voice of the X-Factor. The day closed with
a finale of fireworks.

In preparation for the parade, cadets attended a prestigious week-long drill and ceremonial camp the week at Beckingham Training
Camp, 10 miles from RAF Cranwell, with camps for the band and choir at other venues.

The parade was just one of the many celebrations that have taken place across the country this year after HRH The Duchess of
Cambridge launched the 75th year at a reception in London in February.

Ambassador Honorary Group Captain Carol Vorderman said: “As Ambassador of the RAF Air Cadets I am delighted to be here at RAF
Cranwell to see the flagship parade which marks the 75th anniversary of the organisation. I am hugely proud to be part of the
celebrations and to meet cadets from all over the country who have travelled here today. The cadets are wonderful citizens – they
exemplify the best of British and I wish each and every one of them good luck for the future."

Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Hillier said: “As a former air cadet, I am thrilled to be here today to help mark a very
special moment in the history of the RAF Air Cadets. The commitment and achievement of our air cadets over the last 75 years has been
tremendous and today we showcase their talent to the world."

More information about the RAF Air Cadets, including how to join as a cadet or as an adult volunteer, can be found at
www.raf.mod.uk/aircadets

Carol Vorderman helps celebrate Air Cadet 75th anniversary
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Six exceptional young people will get the chance to fly
thanks to the RAF Association’s Flying Scholarships
programme.

The Flying Scholarship programme runs annually as a thank
you to members of the Air Cadet Organisation (ACO), which
includes the Air Training Corps (ATC) and the Combined Cadet
Force (RAF), Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets (GVCAC) and Air
Scouts/Air Explorer Scouts for their continuous support to the
Association.

The winning candidate is rewarded with a course of 35 hours
flight training in a light aircraft, and the course covers all or part
of the tuition needed to obtain a National Private Pilot Licence.
Five runners-up receive 12 hours training each.

Cadet Flight Sergeant (now Cadet Warrant Officer) Christopher
Clarke pictured below, a cadet with No 156 (Kidderminster) Squadron ATC, was one of the runners up. He has just taken some of his
training at South Warwickshire Flying School and said of the experience: “I would like to thank you sincerely for the opportunity to
become one of the six RAF Association scholarship winners.

“The instruction provided was of an exceedingly high standard,
which helped me achieve my first solo by the end of the first
week! To say that I've enjoyed every second would be a huge
understatement. I would like to thank everyone so much for
helping me with my passion for aviation; I am now firmly on a
path of pursuing a career in the RAF, hopefully as a pilot.”

Applicants must be at least 16 years of age on 1 June 2017 and
under 20 on 1 January 2017. Applicants must also have served at
least 12 months with the ACO, GVCAC or Air (Explorer) Scouts on
1 June 2017.

Applications were invited from 1 September 2016 and must be in
by 9 January 2017.

Full terms and conditions and application forms can be
downloaded from www.rafa.org.uk/flying-scholarships 
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Cadets can take to the sky with RAF Association Flying Scholarships

This year has seen the 90th birthday of Her Majesty The
Queen. This was marked by a weekend of celebrations in
London, which included a thanksgiving service at St Paul's

Cathedral, the Trooping of the Colour and The Mall was
transformed for its largest ever street party for 10,000 guests.

As one of the 600 charities and organisations that enjoy the
Queen’s patronage, the RAF Association was invited to the Patron’s
Lunch and to take part in the entertainment parade.

The day started wet, but this didn’t dampen the spirits of the
guests, which included Association members and volunteers who
have made a recent, significant contribution to the charity. We were
joined by RAF Association Liaison Officer of the Year, Warrant Officer
Vince Taylor, who has been carrying out this role for 17 years, Stuart
Carvell who is this year's RAF Benevolent Fund Caseworker of the
Year, Marian Robinson who has been instrumental in setting up a
Wings Café for the Erewash Branch and Stu Robinson, who suffered life-threatening and life-changing injuries in Afghanistan when the
vehicle he was travelling in hit an improvised explosive device. Stu has taken part in multiple physical fundraising challenges for the
Association and is also an Ambassador for the Association.

The parade proved to be something really special for those taking part, with 1,500 people parading, including bands, dancers and
volunteers from across the Patron's 600 organisations. The Association members, who all responded to newsletter and website requests
for volunteers to take part, paraded alongside members of the RAF and other Armed Forces personnel.

A Royal celebration

2015 Flying Scholars

Sir Andrew Pulford and Christopher Clarke
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partnership with the Benevolent Fund, a support package was
put in place. He is still in touch with the family, to make sure they
have everything they need to make Molly’s life as easy and
comfortable as it can be.

“We didn’t expect very much as we needed help for Molly, not
Julian. We were astounded when we received a grant to pay the
deposit for a new car that we could get Molly’s motorised
wheelchair into. We have another child now, Edmund, so it’s nice
that all three children can sit in the back together and squabble!”

The support hasn’t stopped there. The couple’s new house is
being remodelled to give Molly a bedroom and bathroom
downstairs. This will include her ‘flying bath’, which raises up to
allow her to be bathed without May or Julian having to bend
down. It will also raise her out of the draining water, keeping her
warm after bath time. This will all mean less pain for Molly, as
water eases her discomfort. 

“We don’t know what the future holds for our family, so we are
making the most of every day. The support we’ve had got us out
of a massive financial hole, as we were up to our necks in debt.
Having one less thing to worry about means we are slightly less
exhausted than we would have been.”

To be told your young daughter doesn’t have
the incurable degenerative disease doctors
suspected would be a huge relief for any

parent. This was the situation facing May and
Julian Williams in early 2014, so they were
devastated when further tests revealed their
happy and otherwise healthy little girl did indeed
have spinal muscular atrophy (SMA).

SMA is a genetic disease that causes muscle weakness
and progressive loss of movement. It is caused by a
deterioration in the nerve cells connecting the brain
and spinal cord to the body's muscles.

May and Julian, who served in the Royal Air Force as
an engine mechanic, had a feeling something was
amiss even before Molly was born. They already had
one-year-old Anya and as May is a midwife, she knew
what to expect from her pregnancy. Their second
baby didn’t kick, but following a range of scans and
tests, the couple were told there was nothing wrong.
Molly was born and seemed healthy.

“When Molly was a few weeks old, we noticed that she didn’t
move her legs like most babies do,” says May. “Despite GP and
health visitor appointments, it wasn’t until we moved house and
saw a new health visitor that things started to fall into place. 

“I had just finished a night shift on the antenatal ward on 23
December 2013, when we took 14 month old Molly for an
appointment with a consultant who ran a lot of tests and said he
thought she had SMA, but couldn’t be sure.

“I was working that night too, so after just two hours’ sleep I went
back in. I will never forget that horrific night. I read online that
babies with the most severe type of SMA, type I, never develop
the ability to sit unsupported and only five per cent live to see
their second birthday.”

When the couple saw another specialist in February of 2014 he
said he didn’t think Molly had SMA, which was an enormous
relief. They had feared the worst and had been planning a funeral
for their young daughter, even looking at coffins. Molly was
referred to a physiotherapist, who wasn’t happy with the
diagnosis. May and Julian don’t know what she said to Molly’s
consultant, but they were in front of him within two days.

More tests were in store for little Molly, which confirmed the
couple’s worst fears – Molly had type I SMA, the most severe
form. They were back to funeral planning, not knowing how
long they had left together. This was April 2014.

Molly turned two in October of that year and, SMA apart, was
developing well. The family’s finances had taken a battering
though, with May working extra shifts to pay for all the
specialised equipment needed to care for a disabled child. She
was staying up all day after night shifts to save on childcare
costs. They were also having to move house to somewhere
they could adapt for their new family needs.

This was when a friend of Julian’s suggested they contact the
RAF Benevolent Fund to see what help could be provided. They
were then put in touch with the RAF Association and we sent a
volunteer welfare officer to see the family. Stuart made several
visits to the Williams family to assess their needs and see the
extent to which we could support them. Working in

Molly gets a flying bath
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The RAF Association’s befriending service was launched to make sure members of the RAF family are not isolated and lonely.
Sadly the need for the service was highlighted in July when the Association received three calls for mourners for former
RAF personnel with no known friends or relatives who had died.

Around 40 people, including members of the Association, a Standard Bearer, ex-servicemen and women and residents of Neath Port
Talbot attended the service of thanksgiving for the life of 70 year old John Howell and his service to his country.

His family, including his sister Anne and her two children, also attended the service having found out about his death only days before
the funeral. Anne’s partner Kerry told the Wales Online website: “It was a lovely service and we are grateful that so many came along to
pay their respects.”

Sergeant Lisa Millar, an RAF Association Liaison Officer said: “It was a very emotional service, but we are glad so many came along to
remember Mr Howell. Sadly, this does happen quite often, but we do things like this to help remember those who have passed and
have served with the RAF. We like to let people know that the RAF family is there for them in difficult times such as these.”

Over 100 people attended the funeral of William Boles in Cambridge following our public
appeal. William completed an apprenticeship at RAF Cosford in 1972 and then served for
11 years as an aircraft engineer, before retiring in 1981.

With no known next of kin, the attendance of the RAF Association’s local branch members
and members of the public at his funeral was a poignant display of remembrance. After the
appeal for mourners was sent out in William’s home town of Falkirk, his sister came
forward, but she was unfortunately unable to travel to Cambridge for her brother’s funeral.

Lastly the Association appealed for mourners to attend the funeral of RAF veteran Cyril
Coston of Lizard in Cornwall. Cyril served in the RAF for 37 years after joining at the age of
17, working his way up to the rank of Warrant Officer. He had been a member of the
Association who, along with his wife Jean, received a certificate of thanks from the
Secretary General in 2003 for their fundraising efforts at the Biggin Hill Airshow and other
events.

Rory O’Connor, Director of Welfare and Policy for the Association, said: “These sad cases
highlight more than ever the need for our befriending service. With an estimated 750,000 RAF veterans living in our communities, along
with thousands of widows and widowers of former serving personnel, we must make sure those that are isolated and lonely are made
to feel part of the RAF family again and that someone cares."

If you would like to find out more about becoming a volunteer befriender, you can email volunteer@rafa.org.uk, call 0116 266 5224 or
visit www.rafa.org.uk/volunteer

If you or someone you know could benefit from the Association’s befriending service, you can call your Area office (numbers can be
found on inside front cover of this magazine) or our welfare team on 0116 268 8751.
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Highlighting the need for the befriending service

Cyril Coston

Bill Boles is the fourth from the right on the back row
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All three of the RAF
Association’s Wings Break
hotels have been incredibly

busy during the summer season.
Here’s a snapshot of what they
have been up to...

Flowerdown House
celebrated Her Majesty The Queen's
90th birthday with a garden party on
the patio. Everyone dressed to
impress and spent the afternoon
singing and dancing, enjoying the
live entertainment. A buffet of
scones, birthday cake and traditional
strawberries and cream was enjoyed
by all. 

A toast to the Queen brought the
party to an end and as you can see
from the photographs it was very 
well attended.

In July they hosted their annual Black
Tie Dinner with guest speaker David
Prowse, the Association's Director of
Membership and Operations. They
were joined by the Chairman of
Weston-super-Mare RAF Association
Club, Charles Hewson, his wife Diana
and Mr D Poyser who accompanied a
group of local Air Cadets. Guests
enjoyed a three course meal served by
the cadets and David kept guests
amused and enthralled with stories of
his 35 years spent in the RAF.

Rothbury House organised a
picnic for the Association's Rothbury
Branch. On their travels they visited an
RAF memorial in the Cheviot
Hills, dedicated to the pilots
who lost their lives there
during WWII. Group Captain
Tim Willbond, the designer of
the memorial, provided 
some history and showed the
group around the memorial.

They also received a visit 
from some RAF Association
Liaison Officers from RAF
Leeming, who worked with
Darren, the head gardener, to
tidy the grounds and refurbish
a summerhouse. 

In August they were honoured
to receive a visit from local MP
Anne Marie Trevellyan, who
was given a tour of Rothbury
House and the adjoining
sheltered accommodation
Lord Tedder Court.

Hotel news

Enjoying the sun at Flowerdown House

Leeming RAFALOs taking a well earned break from gardening at Rothbury House

Flowerdown’s royal celebrations
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Anne Marie posed for photographs with hotel manager Colin Lee and took the time to have a chat with some of the guests, explaining:
“I have long been passionate about the welfare of those who are currently serving in the Armed Forces and those who have served, so it
was interesting to hear more about the ways the RAF Association looks after the RAF family."

Richard Peck hosted a dedication ceremony in its new sun room, in memory
of Norman Bentley. Norman left a legacy to the Association, with the idea that he
could help Armed Forces personnel, past and present in their time of need. 

Norman died without any children, generously leaving the majority of his estate
to RAF Association. His nephew Simeon Turnbull attended the dedication
ceremony, saying:  “You have done a sterling job and it made us all very happy to
see what you have done and where you are going with it.”

There are great plans to extend the renovations to the rest of the house, in line
with Norman’s wishes. 

If you would like to find out more about staying in a Wings Break Hotel, either call the hotel directly or if you would like to speak to
someone about a subsidised break, please contact your Area Welfare Officer (details on inside front cover of this magazine).

Flowerdown House 01934 621664                Richard Peck House 01253 725519                Rothbury House 01669 620235
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Anne Marie with Rothbury House Manager Colin Lee Flowerdown Manager Di Jones with David Prowse
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Members of the Swindon Branch have taken a new approach to their welfare work,
arranging a regular 'surgery' at their local Royal British Legion (RBL) Pop In advice
and information centre.

The centre opened late in 2014 and the Swindon Branch soon got together with RBL
colleagues to ask if they’d be interested in a regular time slot to deal with former RAF
personnel who dropped in looking for help or just a chance to chat. The RBL kindly agreed to
the proposal and offered the branch full use of their facilities. This arrangement has been
running successfully since March 2015.

Hugh Thompson and Roy Lobley can be found in the Regent Street centre in Swindon town
centre every Wednesday from 13:30 until 16:00. They have both also become RBL volunteer
caseworkers, so can help veterans of all three Armed Services.

Hugh said: “I’d recommend this approach to any branch. Although we have a branch club in
Swindon, it is not as centrally situated as the RBL Pop In centre. Here, we are just around the
corner from the local authority offices, the public library and the Citizens Advice Bureau. Being
here means we can ‘take the fight to the front’.

“The Association’s aims are similar to those of the Royal British Legion, so it made sense to us
to pool resources and make the most of this great opportunity.”

Roy, a former Regiment man himself, has been supporting a Regiment veteran. Graham, who came out of the RAF in the 1950s, is a
regular visitor to the Pop In centre and called in to ask if he was eligible for an electrically powered vehicle (EPV), more commonly
known as a mobility scooter. After a full needs assessment, including a visit from an occupational therapist, Graham received an EPV on
a lifetime loan basis, courtesy of the RAF Benevolent Fund.

“Graham’s quality of life has been greatly improved by his having an EPV,” said Roy, “he is now able to get out and do his own shopping,
visit friends and family, and generally be more in control of what he does and when. He is so grateful for the support that he often
brings us a packet of biscuits as a thank you. We always share these with him over a cup of tea, which is another advantage of the Pop
In centre – the chance for those who may feel a bit isolated to have a friendly, welcoming place they can go to share their military
stories.”

This is one way in which a branch is changing the way it delivers welfare to local members of the RAF family. Do let us know if your
branch is doing something different and it may feature in Air Mail. Email marketing@rafa.org.uk or call 0116 268 8760.

Caring in the community – working in partnership
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The Society's work with the RAF Association on the
Dementia Friends initiative has continued, and the
Society is delighted with the impressive progress made

in encouraging employees and volunteers to learn about
the condition.

As part of the Society’s work to create dementia friendly
communities, where people with the condition feel welcome and
supported, it supports the work of a network of Dementia Action
Alliances. Alliances bring together organisations committed to
transforming the lives of people with dementia and their carers.
They raise awareness of dementia, push forward campaigns like
Dementia Friends, and encourage partnership working in their
specific area or sector. The Association's three Wings Breaks
hotels will be connected with their local Alliance to discuss how
they can contribute to this important work.

As Roger and Jane’s story (right) demonstrates, Alzheimer’s
Society remains committed to working with Association
employees and volunteers on a local basis wherever it can, to
best support people affected by dementia. The Society is also
looking into linking up local colleagues with each of the
Association's new Wings Cafés.

A Society spokesperson said: "We look forward to continuing and
growing our partnership with the RAF Association over the

Working in partnership  – news from the Alzheimer’s Society

coming year, working together to support RAF family members
affected by dementia and raise much-needed awareness of the
condition, and we thank the Association for its support."

Getting to know the individual:
providing personalised support
Alzheimer’s Society Dementia Support Workers (DSW) provide
personalised care and support to thousands of people affected
by dementia every year. One DSW has been working with Roger,
who has dementia, and his wife Jane, his main carer.

Jane spoke to her DSW about the many challenges she was
experiencing caring for Roger. She mentioned that Roger had
served as an RAF navigator for 21 years and that he is at his most
animated when talking about his time in the Air Force. The DSW
contacted the RAF Association to see what services Roger could
benefit from. The Association organised a visit to Roger from a
current serving officer as part of the befriending service. Jane
said that spending time with a fellow serviceman had been a
'wonderful' experience for Roger and is very powerful for his
sense of wellbeing.

To find out more about becoming a Dementia Friend visit
www.dementiafriends.org.uk

L to R: Hugh Thompson and Roy Lobley
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Members of Council put in
many hours every month in
their voluntary positions.

This edition we spoke to Lead
Member of Welfare and RAF
Benevolent Fund Representative
Andrew Neal.

Andrew was commissioned in the
RAF Regiment in 1967.  On
completion of navigator training he
flew Nimrod maritime patrol aircraft
in Malta and at RAF Kinloss with 
No 120 Squadron. Promotion to
squadron leader saw him earn his
wings as an Observer flying Royal
Navy helicopters. As a Wing
Commander he went back to Kinloss
in command of No 120 squadron. It
was during this tour he led the
Nimrod deployment to Oman and
was awarded the Air Force Cross in
the Operation Granby Honours List.

Retiring in as an Air Commodore
2001, he moved into the aerospace
industry. He is a member of the
Advisory Council of the RAF
Benevolent Fund and has been a life
member of the Association for over
30 years. Last year Andrew became
the Lead Trustee for Welfare and was
elected President of the Wales,
Midland and South West Area.

What does it mean to be the RAF Benevolent Fund
Representative? What does this entail?

For many years the RAF Benevolent Fund has nominated a
member of its Advisory Council to represent the Fund on 
the Association’s Council. The aim is to ensure our charities
share their plans and intentions, to avoid duplication and 
to co-ordinate the allocation of resources where they are 
most needed.

At Association Council meetings I draw on my experience as a
life member and advise Council of any plans the Fund may
have to the topic in question. I regularly brief the team at the
Fund’s head office on the Association’s activities. Council has
a number of specialist sub-committees and I was delighted to
be asked to lead the Welfare Committee. 

What would you like to achieve in your time on Council?

To ensure the Association and the Benevolent Fund continue
to work together to support today’s RAF family and that in
partnership we rise to future welfare challenges. Last year the
Fund secured over £24 million to transform the lives of those
in need, but it relies on other charities to conduct the

detailed casework. That is where the Association’s voluntary
welfare officers are providing much needed support. Just
over 25 per cent of the Fund’s casework is handled by the
Association. I would like to see that proportion rise to 50 per
cent by the end of 2020.

Why do you give up so much of your time for the
Association?

I spent 34 hugely varied years in the RAF and 10 years in
industry learning new skills. I hope I can bring that
experience into the Association. It’s the opportunity to give
something back in to the charity that I have long admired for
the work it does supporting the RAF family. 

This year my daughter ran the London Marathon for the
Association, raising more than £12,500. My grandson has just
joined the ATC and is looking at rafaYOUTH, so supporting
the Association runs through every generation of our family.

What do you like doing in your free time?

With my wife I very much enjoy long holidays in France,
especially motoring on their much quieter roads in the
countryside, and enjoying some of their fine red wines –
although those two activities are mutually exclusive!

Trustee in focus

Andrew Neal
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RAF referees warm up for next season

The RAF Association is proud to support the RAF FA
referees, this has been invested in training, mentoring

and the creation of a ‘brand’ they can be proud of.

Recruiting and retaining referees is always a challenge. Those
willing to stand out for 90+ minutes in the mild heat of
September are a little more reluctant once the frost and snow
arrives. The Referee Association seems to have cracked this

Hannah Lord – stresses, setbacks and
starting the season

The triathlon season is now underway, but
unfortunately has had to be put back for Hannah
as she suffered a stress fracture. We spoke about

overcoming setbacks and her first race of the season.

“Setbacks seem inevitable in sport and life. I was diagnosed
with a stress fracture in my lower fibula, after potentially
months of running on it. Although I’m disappointed I didn’t
have a solid injury and illness free winter, I’m pleased to be
back in the swing of things now!

“I’m really looking forward to finally getting to race in some of
the Grands Prix for my French team. The calibre of athlete is
high and it will be a great experience to race against some of
the world’s best. 

“My first race was a Grand Prix in France in July, and I worked
hard to get my running form back to where it was pre-injury.

“If you want to support me through the 2016 season, I have a
website www.hannahlordtri.com and I am also on Twitter
@hannahlord1 if you want to ‘follow’ me.”

Leigh Bland’s outdoor season

Archer Leigh has been very busy since we last spoke. He
started off the outdoor season competing in his first
imperial archery competition. Leigh’s latest

competition was the British Wheelchair Archery
Association Championships. He came away with a bronze
medal in the Men’s Recurve open event and a gold medal
in the Men’s Recurve Standing Archer competition.

When asked if training for competitions differs from regular
preparation, Leigh explained he makes the week prior to the
tournament specific to the distances he is going to shoot.
Training four times a week means he is able to up the
intensity.

Leigh is feeling good about the outdoor season, enjoying the
challenge of shooting at longer and varying distances as he
targets a place at the World Para Archery Championships 2017.

We will be keeping you up to date with Leigh’s progress and if
you want to support him, you can follow him on Twitter
@grimreaper468 or find him on Facebook @aim42020.

Sports news
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regular downturn in participation, as its recruitment levels now
match the drop-out, leaving a regular pool of dedicated referees.

The Association’s support means the referees are able to create a
sense of ownership for all participants. Branded tracksuits and
warm-up kits have been a tremendous success, with all match
officials wearing them before matches, as Wing Commander
Winright, Director of Refereeing at the RAF FA, explains: “If you
look like a professional team, then you start the game on a high
and you feel good about being a referee. The end of the game is 
a different matter!”
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Roundall Racing update by Simon Allen

Trying to carry out motorcycle racing in the UK while
deployed in Cyprus was never going to be easy, but with the
RAF Association’s support it was a whole lot easier. 

The Anglesey Coastal Circuit was held at Trac Mon, quite a journey
from Akrotiri, meaning a stopover at Brize Norton’s Gateway then the
big drive home. However, the race circuit is only 15 minutes from
home, so it balances up nicely.

The test day started well, but after the first session I started to ride a
bit harder and noticed the bike wasn't going through the full rev
range. I started the fault finding process, changing plugs and ignition
coils, but it made no difference. With a few other possibilities tested
it was time to call it a day.

Stripping the bike down at home told me it was a fuelling issue, as
the pump wasn’t delivering the fuel properly. With the pump tested,
the bike is ready for the next meet, which will hopefully be soon!

RAF Triathletes off to a winning start

RAF Association members and the latest athletes to receive Association support, Flight Lieutenant Ben Terry and Flying
Officer Lynsey Carveth have attended the RAF Triathlon teams' overseas training camp in Mallorca, developing a strong
fitness base. They have both made winning starts to the season that have included being crowned RAF Standard Distance

Triathlon Champions.

They represented Team GB at the World Triathlon Age Group Championships in Cozumel, Mexico in mid-September. Over the next few
months they will continue to represent the RAF at a number of domestic races, with the main highlight the Inter-Service Triathlon
Championships.

Lynsey will compete as part of the ladies team looking to retain the title they claimed last year from the Army after two decades.
Meanwhile, Ben will compete in a quickly improving men’s squad looking to follow the ladies lead and claim the overall team crown.

Page 22-29 160916.qxp_Layout 1  19/09/2016  12:38  Page 25



RAF Volleyball
Association

The 2016 Armed Services
Volleyball Championships
were held at RAF College

Cranwell recently. Inspired
volleyball was played by all
teams, while displaying a healthy
Inter-Service rivalry.

The RAF Ladies (Hawks) lost their
first match against a very strong
Army side, who eventually became
the Ladies 2016 Armed Services
Champions. However the Hawks
were runners-up after a spirited win
against the Royal Navy.

The first match for the RAF Men
(Harriers) saw them play current

champions, the Royal Navy.
Advantage swayed both ways,
with the Royal Navy eventual
winners in a nervous five set
match. With an improved focus
the RAF played the Army,
knowing only a 3-0 victory 
would do to regain the title. The
RAF duly dispatched the Army
3-0 and in the following game,
the Army won 3-2 against the
Royal Navy; allowing the Harriers
to regain the Armed Services
Volleyball title 2016.

The Volleyball Association is truly
appreciative of the support of the 
RAF Association, which has
allowed players to develop and
have the results to show for it.
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Topgun Racing 2016 update

Things have been busy at Topgun HQ, building,
upgrading and getting the bikes ready to race. Adrian
’Wurz’ Cox, has let us know all about it: 

“For the first time we had two riders at the TT, Gavin Lupton
joined AJ Ventor, returning to racing after a crash at the Ulster
GP last year. Practice week on the Isle of Man was soon over in 
a blur of suspension adjustments, engine changes and a
gearbox rebuild.

“Race day arrived and AJ set off on the 1,000cc, 200hp Honda
Superbike, crossing the finish line in 38th place. We then had
the 600 Supersport races on the Monday and Wednesday,
which saw AJ and Gavin running together on the road. Both
riders finished, although Gavin’s recent return from injury was
showing in the latter part of the race.

“Unfortunately AJ had to retire with a mechanical problem in our final race, our first ‘DNF’ (did not finish) in four years.”

To follow Topgun Racing, you can go to Twitter @TopgunRacing1 or search for them on Facebook.
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RAF Ladies football – end of season report

The RAF Ladies Representative
Team’s season started against
a strong GB Police team. The

game was highly competitive and
we took the lead within five
minutes, before they equalised in
the 95th.

The next fixture was against the
Irish Defence Force’s Women’s (IDF)
team; early possession presented
the RAF with several opportunities
on goal. The second half saw an
early goal for the IDF’s Siobhan
O’Sullivan. The RAF persevered and
McIntosh scored a fantastic goal in
the 80th minute.

Hot weather training was next at
British Forces Gibraltar. We warmed
up for the inter-services
competition with a convincing 3-0
win against Gibraltar Football
Association Women’s National
Squad. However, the highlight was taking part in ‘Fun Football Friday’ at Westside Secondary school, promoting the bond between the
RAF and Gibraltar FAs.

From the high of Gibraltar to the lows of a disappointing Inter-Service campaign. Beaten by the Royal Navy and the Army, there is no
worse feeling in service sport.

We are extremely grateful for the support we get from RAF Association, it allows us to grow the game and develop better relationships
with other agencies. Support is always welcome and our fixtures are always free, find out more at www.royalairforcefa.com
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The Wally Marriott trophy is awarded every
year to the RAF Association Liaison Officer
(RAFALO) making an outstanding

contribution to the charity. This year’s winner,
presented at the Association’s Annual
Conference is Warrant Officer Vince Taylor, Area
RAFALO for our Wales, Midland and South
Western Area.

Nominated by Area Director, Paul Baker, who
describes Vince as: “A passionate, effective and
active RAFALO.” Vince has been a member of the
Association for 20 years and a RAFALO for over 15
years. In the past year, he has singlehandedly
shaped the RAFALO support of his current
establishment. In his role as Area RAFALO, he has
significantly raised the profile of the Association,
across the stations within his Area.

The President of the RAF Association Corsham, 
Wing Commander Brady, has echoed Paul's
sentiment, and says that Vince: “Has always gone
above and beyond in his position as Deputy
Chairman and Swindon RAFALO. His unswerving
commitment and dedication of vast amounts of his
personal time are one of the primary reasons
Corsham has raised so much money this year.”

Vince takes the attitude of ‘lead from the front’ and
this has seen him get involved with organising and
running the Great North Run, being a key part of
the Battle of Britain Wings Appeal collections in the
Messes, the launch of an RAF Association clinic in
Swindon and getting involved in a wealth of
rafaYOUTH presentations and projects.

His final shining endorsement comes from the senior RAF Officer at Corsham, Air
Commodore Kirkwood, who states that Vince is: “An enthusiastic and energetic RAF
Association supporter, he commendably downplays his own efforts. However, I
must record my thanks and appreciation for all his seen and unseen work which
has played such a vital part in Corsham’s success.”

Vince is one of many RAFALOs who contribute so much to the RAF family –
representing serving RAF personnel at branch events, raising awareness on stations
and in their local communities, and raising money week in, week out. Vince has
been a tireless advocate for the Association and is a worthy recipient of the award.

Our RAFALO of the year
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Volunteer spotlight

Maureen Smith joined the WRAF in 1963, serving for two years
and 62 days. She didn’t come from a military family, but
married a soldier, so was a military wife as her husband served

for 22 years.

She has been a member of York Branch for four years and the Wings
Appeal Organiser for 18 months. We caught up with busy Maureen to find
out more...

What does your role involve?

I organise a lot of fundraising activities/events and complete the
paperwork associated with arranging collections in line with the
Association’s and City Council’s procedures. I also try to find new
volunteers to undertake collections and assist at events.

We would not be able to undertake many of the activities if it were not for
the assistance of club and branch members and associates who volunteer
their time.

What type of events have you organised?

York has a large number of pubs, supermarkets, restaurants and coffee
houses/eateries and I have tried to tap into all of these avenues, I also have a good
connection and rapport with local shops and department stores who take tins.

In York there is a weekend when Dragon Boat Racing takes place. Local charities
are invited and the York Club/Branch takes along a merchandise and Wings
Appeal stall.

Twice a year the York Club/Branch takes over St Crux’s Church Room which lets
out its space to local charities for fundraising. The club has stalls for bric-a-brac,
books and a cafe to serve tea, coffee, sandwiches, quiches and cakes and of course
the inevitable Wings Appeal items. In 2015 we managed to raise just under
£10,000 from all events.

The streets in the city centre have brilliant collection points and
hopefully we will have fine weather again this year and another
good collection.

Why do you think your Branch is so successful at collecting for
Wings Appeal?

I have a Wings display board in the York Club which is full of all the
upcoming events and activities, volunteers are needed for, the
accomplishments of collections and events, and also the ongoing
little activities like raffles.

A big draw to our stalls is when our volunteers are wearing their
Association t-shirts or the ex-military chaps wear their blazers and
medals. Ian and I also wear our blazers with RAF badges, my
husband also wears his Army medal and bars and his father’s First
World War medals. It always gets people talking to us and asking
questions, which we love.

What’s the best thing about volunteering?

I get a lot of fun and satisfaction out of attending the fundraising
events I have organised. I adore building the friendships and
acquaintances that one makes, and I enjoy promoting the Association and our club as a place for friendship and
camaraderie.
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Employee spotlight

Amy Robinson is the Association's new Northern Area Director.

Based in Leyland, Lancashire, the role includes the management of the Association’s extensive Northern
branch network of 74 active branches serving 9,900 members. Amy will be responsible for membership and
fundraising across the region and will be tasked with helping the Association provide important support
services to its many members. 

Amy joined the RAF in 1998 as a Telecommunications Operator directly after completing her GCSEs. She later took on
the role of Information Communications Technology Technician, serving in various domestic and overseas locations
before finally serving as an instructor at RAF Cosford.

David Prowse, Director of Membership and Operations, said: “We were delighted to welcome Amy to our team and
wish her all the very best in the role. Managing this large area and ensuring the delivery of such important services to
our members is no small feat and Amy is a great addition to the team. I know she will deliver the very best support to
our Northern Area members.”

Amy commented: “The role offers many challenges, but knowing that everything we do will benefit members of the
Association is reassuring. The ability to support branches in the Northern Area is an exciting prospect, as I see them as
the backbone of the Association. I look forward to making a real difference to people’s lives with the work I do.

“I have been a member of the Association since the age of 17 and they have always been the first point of call when
my family or I needed any assistance. The Association was the first place I looked to when I was in a position to return
to work and when this position became available I jumped at the chance.”

Meet our new Northern Area Director
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We’ve been very busy over the summer period, visiting
units, attending some excellent families days, running
surveys, working to support the Armed Forces

Covenant and dealing with all kinds of issues brought to us
by serving RAF personnel and their families.

Sadly, around 60 per cent of those issues still come from
experiences of CarillionAmey (CA) performance on Service
Family Accommodation response maintenance and we continue
to challenge both CA and the Defence Infrastructure
Organisation to perform. If you are currently serving, please keep
your evidence coming – even if CA performance is showing
encouraging signs, we need to make sure they sustain it.

The Future Accommodation Model (FAM) is an MOD initiative
looking at alternative ways of providing Service accommodation
in the future. We were pleased to be asked to run a tri-Federation
survey on FAM on behalf of the MOD, which gave a chance for
families to have their say on an important topic that has the
potential to change significantly the whole accommodation

News from the RAF Families Federation
picture. We had a good response to the survey and have shared
the results with the MOD FAM Team for them to build into the
options under development.  

We are seeing the Armed Forces Pay Review Body (AFPRB) at the
beginning of October and will take with us the evidence and
views serving personnel have given us on topics ranging from
accommodation (inevitably), childcare and quality of life to
overseas issues and pay and allowances. We are under no illusion
that public sector pay restraint is about to end, but we hope that
we can at least influence the AFPRB with your evidence about
what matters to you and what you think is working and what is
not. Keep an eye on our website (address below) and we’ll let you
know how we get on. 

Finally, just a reminder that the autumn edition of our own
magazine, Envoy, is out now and contains not only a wide range
of interesting articles, but also two cracking competitions to
enter. You can sign up for Envoy and regular email bulletins on
the Federation’s website www.raf-ff.org.uk.

On Sunday 3 July 2016, a ceremony to commemorate the 76th anniversary of the Battle of Britain was held at the NationalMemorial to the Few, Capel-le-Ferne, Folkestone, Kent.

The guest of honour was the Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Andrew Pulford who, with Memorial Trust President, Air Chief
Marshal Sir Michael Graydon and the Commandant Air Cadets, Air Commodore Dawn McCafferty, inspected the parade. Also in
attendance was the Vice Lord Lieutenant of Kent and the High Sheriff of Kent, plus many senior RAF officers and representatives from
foreign and Commonwealth Air Forces that took part in the Battle. There were two members of ‘The Few’ present, together with many
representatives from the social and media world. Many members of the public attended, with the event receiving considerable
television and media coverage. During the service, which was led by the former Chaplain in Chief to the Royal Air Force, the 
Venerable (AVM) Ray Pentland, wreaths were laid at the memorial, including one on behalf of the RAF Association by Secretary General
Nick Bunting.

Once again, responsibility for organising the parade of standards was in the hands of Robin Green of the Association’s Maidstone
Branch, who was successful in getting almost 50 standards from 15 different ex-Service organisations on parade. These included the
National Standards of the Bomber Command Association, the Royal Air Force Police Association, the Royal Air Force Regiment
Association, the Fleet Air Arm Association and the Royal Observer Corps Association, together with 16 Association Branch Standards.
The parade march-on being led by the five National Standards, the Association’s South East and Eastern Area standard and the standard
of the Polish Airmen’s Association. Also paraded were the Ensign of the Royal Air Force and the banner of the Air Cadet Organisation,
together with almost 40 Air Cadet squadron banners, which combined with the standards, made it a most colourful occasion. Music for
the parade and service was provided by the Central Band of the Royal Air Force. The weather was perfect, with blue skies and an
occasional gust of wind from the channel. During the opening ceremony there was a flypast by a Spitfire and Hurricane from the Battle
of Britain Memorial Flight, the aircraft returning later in the afternoon to give a full display in perfect flying conditions.

The ceremony concluded with ‘Sunset’, led by the RAF Central Band, at which all the standards and banners on parade were dipped in
salute as the RAF Ensign was lowered.

Battle of Britain Memorial Day 2016 – Capel-le-Ferne
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To book using your discount code RAFA10 call the RAF Association
booking hotline 0800 0355 108 to validate your membership,

or visit  www.fredolsencruises.com/RAFA

The RAF Association have teamed up with award-winning Fred. 
Olsen Cruise Lines to give you a very tempting 10% membership 
discount* on your fi rst sailing with them – and that’s on top of 
any current offers. Existing Fred. Olsen customers can save 5%, 
in addition to their 5% Loyalty Club discount.

With 10 departure ports conveniently located across the UK and more 
than 200 ports of call to choose from, you can travel the whole world 
with Fred. Olsen. Discover the spectacular Norwegian Fjords, cruise 
the beautiful rivers and waterways of Europe or relax on the 
white sand beaches of the Caribbean. Wherever you sail, 
you’ll be enjoying it all on our smaller, more friendly ships. 

*All bookings are subject to Fred. Olsen’s (FOCL) standard terms & conditions, available on our website & on request. All prices quoted under the RAF Association members discount 
offer are exclusive to qualifying members & their travelling companions only, members must quote their discount code at time of booking. Membership discounts cannot be 
applied retrospectively. Bookings must be made via the booking hotline number 0800 0355 108. Proof of membership will be required at the time of booking. Offers cannot be 
extended to any unrelated third party, are subject to availability & may be withdrawn or amended at any time without prior notice. From time to time FOCL may run special offers 
which cannot be combined with this discount, including selected group travel deals. All guests booked under this scheme are requested to refrain from disclosing 
the fare paid whilst on board. Offer is for fi rst-time cruisers with Fred. Olsen only. Fred. Olsen Oceans members are entitled to a 5% RAF Association discount subject 
to the same terms & conditions, to be applied after the standard Oceans discount, where applicable. In this instance, Oceans Terms & Conditions apply. E&OE.

Cruise with 
Fred. Olsen
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Why do youngsters want to join the Royal Air Force? For
me, the choice was simple, surrounded in my formative
years by those who had fought in the air with such

distinction in the Second World War. For others joining the
junior Service there is clearly something special about being
part of an organisation which operates at the forefront of
technology and which has earned the enduring respect of a
nation in its hour of need.

Back in 1956, an extraordinary character came into my life, when my
mother quietly took me aside and told me that she had met an
exciting new man. The name Teddy Donaldson meant nothing to
me, but I was told he was an RAF officer working at the Air Ministry. 

It gradually emerged that Teddy was a pilot, a very brave and very
fast one, just like his driving. He never held back when it came to
telling me how good he was at everything. The trouble was, it
turned out to be true. On my first visit to his home I found his RAF
uniform in a cupboard. He had lots of medal ribbons, three rows of
them and very colourful they were too. I tried the uniform jacket on
for size! Gradually, I began to realise that Teddy was a larger than life
individual with a personality that filled any room or space into
which he moved. Moreover, he had an outrageously raucous laugh
which could be heard three counties away – all very embarrassing
for a small boy.

When my mother eventually asked me, very cautiously, if I liked him, I had no hesitation in giving
my approval to having him as my step-father. However, no sooner had he proposed, he was
posted out to Aden as the Air Commander. Shortly after taking up his new appointment, Teddy
flew back to the UK on a week’s leave to marry my mother, and then whisked her off to southern
Arabia.

It didn’t take long for Teddy to show me what a bold and skilful pilot he was. In 1958, while I was
on a summer holiday in Aden and aged just 13, Teddy kitted me out with a borrowed flying suit
and took me up in his personal Meteor: “We’ll be flying fast and low,” he said as we accelerated
down the runway of Khormaksar, “as this will give us the best chance of not being shot down.” It
was an operational sortie over what he called ‘bandit country’ to assess and report on the

damage done by recent air strikes
on rebel-held forts in the wadis and
mountains of what was then
southern Yemen.
Before the war, Teddy had led the
RAF’s premier aerobatic team of four
Hawker Fury biplanes at the
International Air Shows at Hendon
and Zurich in 1936 and 1937 as well
as twice winning the RAF’s air
gunnery trophy.

In late 1938, with storm clouds
gathering over Europe, Teddy was
given command of a Hurricane
Squadron, No 151, based at North
Weald in Essex. 

The inspiration of a hero
Memories of Air Commodore Teddy Donaldson CB CBE DSO AFC*
by Wing Commander Julian Stapleton MBE

No 151 Sqn, North Weald, July 1940.

Julian, trying Teddy’s uniform for size
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After war broke out, his logbook records the numerous sorties he made, sometimes
up to three or four a day, through the Battle of France, the evacuation from Dunkirk
and, in the summer of 1940, during the frantic fight for survival in the Battle of Britain. 

He was credited with 10½ enemy aircraft ‘destroyed’ and eight ‘damaged’, but not
without incident. He personally lost nine Hurricanes under him. On one occasion, he
had to bail out over the Channel when a German ace riddled his Hurricane with
20mm cannon shells from a Messerschmitt 109. Despite being within sight of the
(enemy-occupied) French coast, he swam for five hours towards England and was
lucky to be picked up by an air sea rescue launch looking for someone else. Put
ashore at Ramsgate, he made his way back to North Weald and was flying again the
next day.

With all this combat experience, Teddy was sent to the United States to teach the
Americans how to fight in the air. Later honoured by President Truman for his
‘exceptional meritorious service’, he returned to the UK in 1944 to command the RAF’s
first jet station at Colerne, and then, in 1946, he was selected to lead a special High
Speed Flight at Tangmere. 

Teddy is probably best remembered for flying a Gloster Meteor IV to the limits of
controllability, a few feet above the Channel, when he set up, on 7 September 1946, a

World Air Speed Record of 616 mph. During those
early post-war years, air compressibility was not
fully understood, the sound barrier was an
unknown quantity and test pilots were being
killed, on average, at about one a month. Teddy’s
Meteor had no ejector seat so he clearly had guts. 

After becoming the fastest man in the world, 
Teddy Donaldson became a household name and,
as a national hero with a cult following, he never
compromised in telling of his daring deeds. In
1961, at the age of just 49, he took early 
retirement to become Air Correspondent for The
Daily Telegraph. 

Teddy’s celebrated Meteor now resides proudly at
the Tangmere Military Aviation Museum
and September 2016 marked the 70th

anniversary of his record-breaking flight.
Back in 1946, the international press were
quick to recognise the fearless courage of
his achievement and to me Teddy
Donaldson was the inspiration of a true
Boy’s Own hero as well as being one of the
most remarkable airmen of his generation.

Right, the Wren
cartoon in The
Aeroplane
magazine,
February 1961, on
Teddy's retirement
from the RAF

Below, left Teddys
Meteor in flight
and right, the
Meteor now
preserved at the
Tangmere Military
Aviation Museum

Teddy Donaldson, Douglas Bader, Jane Lawson and Plt Off Julian Stapleton, Cranwell, March 1967
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Charles was born in London on 23 November 1923.  He
attended school in the city but any chances of going to
university were halted due to the outbreak of war. Aged

17, he joined the RAF in 1941 as an Aircrew Cadet Under
Training (U/T) and was attested at Oxford where he stayed
over night in a theatre which he still remembers was full of
camp beds a mere 6" apart. While there, he met a Sgt Air
Gunner who had been on Whitleys at RAF Abingdon and he
told Charles of the dreadful losses his squadron had suffered
which almost put him off joining the RAF!

Next port of call was to 1 Aircrew Receiving (Reception) Centre
(ARC/ACRC) at the Lords cricket ground in London where he had
educational and medical checks (he was convinced that all the
inoculations for all recruits used the same needle!) and given a
uniform and kit. He was in a flat, six to a room, just off the Edgware
Road and after a week, moved to 17 Initial Training Wg (17 ITW) at
Scarborough where he would spend the next six weeks, living at
first in Scarborough College and latterly in a Orleton School. ITWs
were set up in various towns throughout England. Recruits were
billeted throughout the towns (in hotels and boarding houses)
and lectures and training was undertaken at local amenities. The
six-week training programme was designed to improve discipline,
physical fitness and mental alertness and provide a sound basic
knowledge of the RAF. The syllabus included Armament, Engines,
Hygiene and Sanitation, RAF Law and Discipline, Administration
and Organisation, Mathematics, Meteorology, Navigation, The
Principal of Flight and Signals (both by key and Aldis Lamp).  

At the end, Charles was promoted to LAC (as were all cadets) and
he was sure that the new badges of rank on his sleeves glowed in
the dark as he was so proud (and was also grateful to be paid a
little more!).  He was then posted to Heaton Park in Lancashire
before being posted to a flying course. Although Charles did not
know it then, 133,516 training aircrew passed through Heaton Park
during the Second World War.

Soon after, Charles was posted to RAF Carlisle (also known as RAF
Kingstown) which was the home of 24 Elementary Flying Training
School (EFTS). In 1941, RAF Kingstown was re-designated as 15
Flying Grading School and was where new cadets would learn to
be pilots as well as pilots who had already undergone basic flying
training elsewhere being assessed for their suitability for
conversion to either fighter or bomber operations. Charles,
together with 37 others, was billeted with a Mrs Clarke. Charles has
fond memories of her, Mrs Clarke referring to her lodgers as her
'boys', despite having her own sons and a daughter-in-law.
However, his time there was cut short as he caught mumps and
was packed off to hospital at Longtown and, when fit, back to
Heaton Park. It was there that he was told he would not be a pilot
but was now a Navigator Bomb Aimer/Wireless (Nav B/W).

Charles was now posted to RAF Dumfries. Initially designated No10
Bombing & Gunnery School, it became 10 Air Observer School and
by the time he got there, it was No10 (Observer) Advanced Flying
Unit and flying the Avro Anson and, as Charles recalls, the dreadful
Blackburn Botha (which Charles regarded, like others, as a flying
coffin).  Over 400 courses would go through Dumfries before the
School closed in September 1945.

Charles successfully completed the course and as he left, on 
1 March 1943 he was commissioned as a pilot officer. He then was
posted to various flying courses at Bruntingthorpe and North
Luffenham, first flying the Wellington, and ending up at 1660

Heavy Conversion Unit at RAF Swinderby where he first met the
Lancaster. Prior to this, at North Luffenham he had paired up with
his pilot and navigator as Charles recalls:

"We were 'locked' in a hangar where we had to pair up – pilot,
navigator and bomb aimer. It was like a marriage resulting from speed
dating – if we liked the look of each other, we crewed up"

Charles' pilot was Canadian Plt Off Keith Williams and his navigator
was Plt Off George Knight. At Swinderby, he met up with the rest of
the crew - Sgt Jimmy Trail (engineer), Sgt Peter Smith (wireless
operator), Australian Flt Sgt James 'Snig' Glazebrook (mid-upper
gunner) and Sgt Bill Walch (rear gunner).

At the end of the conversion course, in August 1943 the crew was
posted to 619 Squadron at Woodhall Spa in Lincolnshire. The
squadron had been formed on 18 April 1943, the nucleus coming
from 97 Sqn and commanded by Wing Commander Irwin McGhie
DFC, it flew its first operational mission on the night of 11 June
1943 when 12 Lancasters were despatched to bomb Düsseldorf.
Ten reached the target, one aborted but Flt Lt Charles Taylor and
his crew were shot down by a night fighter, Taylor evading but the
other six crew were captured when the Lancaster crashed at
Tongeren in Belgium. Wg Cdr McGhie was then shot down and
killed attacking the German rocket testing and development
facility at Peenemünde on the night of 17-18 August 1943, 
shortly after Charles and his crew arrived. Charles also r
emembers this night for another reason as the Luftwaffe bombed
Woodhall Spa, destroying a row of houses and on which now sits
the 617 Sqn memorial.

Irwin McGhie was replaced by 33 year old Wg Cdr William 'Jock'
Abercromby who had received his DFC while on 50 Sqn. He would
command 619 Sqn for much of Charles' time with the squadron
and is reputed to have developed the corkscrew manoeuvre used
when being attacked by night fighters. His tour came to an end on 
4 December 1943 for which he was awarded the Bar to the DFC.
Jock Abercromby was then posted to command 83 Sqn but on the

Air Commodore Charles Clarke OBE – Part 1
by Chris Goss
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been converted to a night fighter. Welk was vectored onto a target
and at 2250hrs, opened fire on a bomber and saw hits on the port
wing. Meanwhile in the Lancaster, there was no warning at all. The
first that Charles knew was that the port wing had been hit and he
immediately headed for the escape hatch in the nose, opened it
ready for the others and sat there as he knew that the Lancaster
had been mortally hit. Shortly after, the port wing broke off and he
dropped out into the darkness. All but three of the crew got out,
with one of the survivors suffering a broken leg. However, pilot
Keith Williams, mid-upper gunner 'Snig' Glazebrook and rear
gunner Bill Walch didn't stand a chance. Charles pondered on the
rear gunner's chances:

"I never realised until after the war how difficult it was for the rear
gunner to get out. He had to rotate his turret (assuming he still had
hydraulics), get his parachute from the fuselage and rotate it back so
he could fall away from the Lancaster."

It is thought that the pilot stayed with the controls, but the
Lancaster soon crashed between Oberkollwangen and Schmieh,
just south-west of Calw. All three who died were buried in Schmieh
(the gunners being buried together in a collective grave which
probably indicates they never managed to get out of the aircraft).
All three now lie in beautifully-located Bad Tolz Durnbach
cemetery south of Munich.

Meanwhile, hanging on his parachute above a very cold, dark and
unwelcoming Germany, Charles' war was far from over.

night of 1 January 1944, he and his crew were shot down over
Vechta in Germany, the only survivor being 19 year-old Sgt Lionel
Lewis the Flight Engineer who was thrown out of the exploding
Lancaster. Charles' Commanding Officer for the remainder of his
tour was then Wg Cdr John Jeudwine who had been awarded the
OBE for escaping by boat from the Japanese. John Jeudwine would
be awarded the DSO and DFC after his tour with 619 Sqn and
survived the war only to be killed in an accident on 19 October
1945 when the Hawker Typhoon he was flying crashed at Little
Staughton in Cambridgeshire.

Charles' recalls that his time at Woodhall Spa was a good one as the
officers were billeted at the Petwood Hotel, regarded as the best
Officers' Mess in the country:

"We were there before 617 Sqn. Every time I visit the Petwood, I recall 
that I used to be paid to stay there, now I have to pay them!"

Early in January 1944, 619 Sqn moved to RAF Coningsby and the
squadron’s officers moved from the Petwood Hotel to the on-base
Officers' Mess. However, little did Charles' know that his time at
RAF Coningsby would last just one month and 15 days.

Before 24 February 1944, Charles and his crew had flown 17
operational missions without incident. That night as he took off
from Coningsby at 2008hrs on his 18th mission in Lancaster 
serial LM419 coded PG-N and headed for Schweinfurt in 
southern Germany, little did the recently turned 20 year-old bomb
aimer know that his life was about to
change dramatically.

The flight was uneventful for the first few
hours, but as they approached the town of
Calw, west of Stuttgart in southern
Germany, hell broke loose.

As Lancaster PG-N was approaching
Germany at around 18,000 feet,
Oberleutnant Wilhelm Welk of 5 Staffel/
Nachthjagdgeschwader 101 had lifted off
from München-Riem airfield, probably
flying a Dornier 217 bomber which had

An Avro Lancaster 1 DV326 PG-P of 619 Squadron during 1944. Photo: © via A Thomas

Do 217 J night fighter Photo:© Author
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On 9 July, at the behest of the Base Commandant, the crew were
buried in St Anne’s Chapel churchyard in Jever with a full military
honour guard, and the burial service (pictured above) being
taken by Military Chaplain Ronneberger. Fg Off Lindsay was the
only one to be positively identified and buried in his own grave;
the remaining members of the crew were buried together in a
“comrades grave”.  A wooden cross was placed as a headstone
with a plaque reading “For the brave enemy “.

On 17 July 1947 the bodies of the five crew members were
transferred from the Jever Cemetery to Sage War Cemetery near
Oldenburg, north of Bremen where the five gravestones can be
seen today alongside so many others from all three services who
lost their lives serving King and country.

The story about the fate of Wellington R3236 has been pieced
together after 10 years of extensive research by two of the
relatives of Sgt Jack Waterfall. Since 2012, each year there have
been visits to St Anne’s Chapel and the crash site in Upjever
forest. The path of the doomed aircraft can be seen today as
Douglas fir trees were planted to replace the deciduous trees
destroyed at the crash site. 

The granite tablet was commissioned by the relatives of the five
crew members as a permanent memorial to Wellington 3236 
and was installed at Jever airbase on a stone plinth provided by
the base.  
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The three twin-engined Wellington
bombers of No 37 Squadron took off
from the grass runway at RAF Feltwell in

Norfolk at 2200 hrs on 6 July 1940. As they
headed east into the gathering darkness,
their primary targets were the oil storage
depots of Bremen in northern Germany, with
Emden and Wilhelmshaven being secondary
and last resort targets respectively. Two of
the aircraft arrived home safely at their Norfolk base in the
early hours of the next morning but the third Wellington
R3236 and its crew of five never returned. 

The pilot of R3236 was Flying Officer Douglas W Lindsay aged 24
from Edinburgh and his crew included navigator Pilot Officer
Ralph AA Ball (21) from Holborn, air observer Sergeant Alexander
Aitken (29) from Balornock, w/t operator Sergeant John (Jack) H
Waterfall (22) from Methwold and air gunner Sergeant Alexander
Glen (23) from Montrose. Some of the crew had flown together
several times on operations during previous weeks, having
attacked targets in Norway, France and Germany. Their last three
missions on the nights of 26, 28 and 30 June had all been over
Germany and in Wellington R3236.

On the night of 6/7 July, the weather was reported as being bad
over the target area with heavy clouds extending up to heights
of 10,000-14,000 ft with severe icing at some altitudes. Owing to
the cloud cover none of the aircraft could identify the primary,
secondary or last resort targets. Also, light flak and searchlights
further hampered the operation in the areas and so two of the
Wellingtons returned to base still with their bomb loads intact.  
At 0055hrs on Sunday 7 July, RAF Bircham Newton in Norfolk
fixed the last position of Wellington R3236 at YZLZ 2625, 14 miles
south west of Borkum in the Frisian Islands. From that time on no
further messages were received from this aircraft.

The War Diary of Upjever Luftwaffe Base in northern Germany
reported that at 0220hrs a Wellington did a low level pass at 
150 ft over the airfield. The base was already at high alert and
ready for imminent attack from the air. The aircraft was hit by
machine gun and 2cm AA fire and crashed in flames at high
speed into woodland in Upjever forest, just to the south of Jever
base from where military firecrews attended the scene. All five of
the crew perished, but it is known from his wounds that the rear
gunner was killed before the crash. Witnesses at the crash site
reported that the aircraft appeared to have suffered damage
prior to Jever AA fire and there was no evidence of bombs on
board at the time of impact.

Wreckage at the crash site being guarded by German troops 

A picture of the memorial stone prior to placement at Jever 

The fate of WELLINGTON R3236
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Before the stone left for Germany, it was dedicated in Ely Cathedral on 24 April 2016 and
a further commemoration service was held in Edinburgh Castle where relatives 
of all five crew members met for the first time. There were other opportunities for family
members to see the tablet on a tour including Brooklands Museum, Feltwell, Harrow,
Methwold, Pocklington, Rickmansworth, Shoreham, Warmington and Weybridge, all
places linked in some way to either the Wellington aircraft or the ill fated crew of R3236. 

On 24 June the memorial was unveiled at a ceremony which coincided with the 80th

anniversary of Jever Airbase where relatives and friends of the five crew members were
hosted by base and local dignitaries to a memorable and fitting end to the journey of
Wellington R3236.

Why was
Wellington
R3236 over
Jever Air base
in the early
hours of 7 July
1940 – was it
badly
damaged by
flak over the
target area,
losing height,
jettisoned its
bombs and was trying to land, or was it perhaps going to
attack the base as a “target of opportunity” on the way
home? We will never know the answer, but we do know that
the five brave young men who died that night were treated
with due respect by their adversaries.

That respect continues today on both sides of the North Sea. 

The memorial stone on its visit to Ely Cathedral
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The memorial in place at Jever
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Branch News
including Region, Area and Overseas News

1.  Cape Town Branch is so proud of its veteran WWII member and
extends its congratulations to Len Harries, aged 92, who was awarded the
Legion d’Honneur in June in recognition of his wartime service in the
liberation of France following the 1944 D-Day landings.

Thanks go to the French Defence Attaché Colonel Jean-Marie Monot, a
French Air Force fighter pilot, who pulled many strings in organising Len’s
medal. A further nice touch was the presentation venue of a visiting
French Navy tank-landing warship, la Grandière, moored at Cape Town’s
V&A Waterfront. Len was ceremoniously piped aboard to be greeted with
salutes from Lt Cdr Nicolas Napal (CO, La Grandière) and Col Monot, with
the ship’s crew forming a smartly turned-out guard of honour. 

After 72 years, Len recalled going through the small French town
of Albert, located in the WWI poppy fields in the area of the
Somme: “I remember telling that to my father, who 30 years
earlier had trodden the same ground in the First World War”. 

2. Swiss Branch.  Thirty eight members of the branch together
with six members of the Swiss branch RBL all took a ferry from
Geneva, Coppet - Nyon on the northern shore of Lake Geneva to
meet for the annual RAF Association/RBL joint summer lunch of
fillets of perch from the lake in Yvoire on the southern shore.  

The theme of the lunch was to celebrate the 90th birthday of 
Her Majesty The Queen and a toast was given after the entrée.
The forecast bad weather held off until all had returned across 
the lake on their way home.

3. Balderton Branch. In June branch members
visited the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight at RAF
Coningsby not just to see the museum, but for a very
special presentation to one of its members.

Photo shows branch member Ray Smith being
presented with the French Legion d'Honneur by 
Gp Capt J J Attridge OBE ADC, Station CO at 
RAF Coningsby, and Sqn Ldr Andy Millikin the Officer
Commanding Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.

Ray flew Spitfires during WWII with 74 Squadron 
and 197 Squadron (Typhoons) during the Battle of
Malta, and in the European Theatre of Operations
from 1941. 

4. Stafford Branch took a new approach when 
it was decided by its Wings Appeal Officer, 
Kenny Devoir, to collect at the Uttoxeter Racecourse. 

Kenny and Branch Chairman, Peter Knight, were
asked to present the winner's prize in the fourth race
which was won by a nine-year old gelding, named
Exemplary, ridden by Brendan Powell and trained 
by J Farelly. 

The betting was 9/1 and if more attention had been
paid to a tongue-in-cheek suggestion by one of the
branch members that they should have put the
entire amount raised at the event backing this horse,
Wings Appeal gains for the afternoon could have
been increased from £580 to £5,220. Now that would
have been a nice little earner!

Branch News
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Branch News
including Region, Area and Overseas News

5.  Knighton Branch is proud of Roger Bright, Branch Vice Chairman, who
was awarded the BEM in June. It was presented to him by The Hon 
Dame Shan Legge-Bourke Lord Lt of Powys. Roger has also received the
Association’s 50 years badge and a silver red kite award from Powys County
Council for service to the community. He first became a committee officer in
the mid 1940s and has been Vice Chairman of the Scout group, served 25
years on Knighton show committee, 14 years as Chairman of the Horticultural
& Handicraft Show and has been Chairman of the Knighton Town Forum
since 1996, also a councillor for the past 23 years and mayor five times. 

Serving on many county committees, he is still very active in his 85th year
and, as chairman of the twinning committee, took a football team to France
in June advertised as Wales v France.

6.  Haverfordwest Branch visited the Heritage Centre at Pembroke Dock.
A Sunderland Flying Boat replica cockpit was fronted by a screen displaying
the entrance to Milford Haven and will move up to landing at Pembroke
Dock. A lot of hard work has been put in by the project volunteers. Members
afterwards visited the local military cemetery.

The branch attended the Fourth Carew Wings Weekend in August. Bands that
took part were Royal Regiment of Wales, 948 Sqn ATC Band, City of Swansea
Scottish Pipe Band and Weston-super-Mare Sea Cadets Band. The show,
including museum and control tower, was operated by volunteers who are to
be congratulated. The new mini hangar will accommodate an Avro Anson for
renovation.

7.  Ramsgate & Broadstairs Branch visited RAF Coningsby in June to
make a presentation of a Royal Flying Corps plaque to 3 Squadron RFC 1917
which was presented to Wg Cdr Moon by Club Chairman David Wright. 

Also present were Mrs Gwen Jackson, (Branch Chairwoman, who is 90 years
young), Billy Wells, Joy Cooper, Jean Townsend, Terry and Carol Hughes. 
Wg Cdr Christopher Thorpe from DFTDC Manston and RAFALO SAC Ian Lowdon 
were also in attendance. All were made very welcome.

8.  Formby Branch.  Nine intrepid travellers, led by Branch Chairman Eric Parker, set
out on a miserable morning, with plenty of rain (despite being 14 June!). Destination
was the Eden Camp, near Malton – a long and tedious journey from Formby – but the
three hours spent touring the fantastic exhibits more than made up for that.

The site has 29 display huts containing photos and artefacts from ‘The Rise of Hitler’,
the Yalta and Potsdam Conferences, VE and VJ Day, the Holocaust, War Trials and more. 

Wartime memories would have been stirred by the sight of Ration Books, the Home
Guard, Bevin Boys, Land Army girls and an actual ‘Doodlebug’.

The camp was constructed by 250 Italian PoWs and could house over
1,000 war prisoners at a time. They were mainly employed by local
farms and got on well with the locals so much so that many chose
not to go home and made a life for themselves in Britain!
One comment in the visitors book for 2015 read “it was one of the
best days out we’ve had in ages”, an opinion seconded by the branch.

The group photo was taken with a banking Hurricane on display in
the background. The visit was planned and organised by Howard
Yourston, who has sadly passed away since the visit and he will be
greatly missed by all his colleagues at the branch. 
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1.  King’s Lynn and District Branch. The Band of
the Royal Air Force College entertained an audience 
at the King’s Lynn Corn Exchange in June with a
concert of exceptional quality. Organised by the
branch, the concert was to raise funds for the welfare
work of the Association.

As always, 42F (King’s Lynn) Squadron Air Cadets were
on hand to meet and greet the concert goers, to sell
programmes and encourage the purchase of raffle
tickets, the proceeds of which helped the event’s
fundraising reach £4,000. 

Although the venue was not filled to capacity, those
present including Borough Mayor Cllr David Whitby
and local MP Sir Henry Bellingham. All thoroughly
enjoyed the first half programme of “Music for
Heroes” followed by “A Tribute to Her Majesty” after
the interval.

2.  North Costa Blanca Branch. In June members visited the small, but very
busy, Muchamiel airfield outside Alicante for their annual flying day. With the 
help of the Flying Club's Chief Flying Instructor, Carlos Fabra, members took to 
the air in one of the club's Cessna aircraft for an aerial tour of the city and
surrounding area. Although the warm weather created 'bumpy' conditions, the
flights were enjoyed by all. Wg Cdr Bob Hunt MBE, Branch Chairman, who took 
the final flight of the day with Teulada Ayuntamiento Cllr Laura Hillstead, said the
experience was breathtaking, especially while manoeuvering far out to sea off the
Alicante beaches. 

Afterwards, all were treated to an extremely interesting tour of the
maintenance facilities operated by the INAER Group, the largest
such facility in Europe and responsible for the maintenance and
servicing of the large Coast Guard and Fire-Fighting helicopter
fleets. Members witnessed a 'scramble' take-off of several of the fire-
fighting helicopters responding to an emergency call-out to an
inland fire. They then retired to the restaurant for a well-deserved
drink and lunch. 

Photo shows members touring the INAER facilities. Branch pennants
were presented by the Branch Chairman in appreciation to Carlos
and to the management of INAER. An excellent day out, enjoyed by
all who took part with a mixture of excitement and relaxation.

3.  Rugby and District Branch. A very wet Mayor's ceremony
marked the start of Armed Forces Week in the Borough of Rugby.

Members (l-r) Derek Wakelin and David Smith are shown with
the Mayor of Rugby, Cllr Sally Bragg. 

4.  Northern Ireland Area were granted 10 places to
attend the NI Secretary of State’s Garden Party at
Hillsborough Castle in June.

This was the first visit of the Duke and Duchess of Cambridge
to the Province since their marriage.

Pictured (l-r) show Mr and Mrs Robbie Morrison from 
County Fermanagh Branch, Mr and Mrs Bertie Shiels from
Causeway Coast Branch and Mrs Gwen Hall from 
County Fermanagh Branch.

The sun came out and everyone had a marvellous time. 
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5.  South Fylde Branch member Mrs Peggy Worth was
presented with her father’s Bomber Command Clasp by the
Mayor of Fylde at the Armed Forces Day held in Ashton
Gardens, Lytham St Annes in June.

6.  Beccles and Southwold Area Branch joined with
many other military organisations and veterans to mark
national Armed Forces Day in Lowestoft in June.

Branch President Brian Vousden said: “Once again the turnout
for the occasion justified the efforts made by the exhibitors
and those organisations providing displays for the public,
together with fine weather which resulted in a very successful
day. Our thanks go to the Armed Forces Day Committee for
their expertise in arranging the event and also to
branch members who supported the Association and
its work.”

Photo shows Brian and Jackie McSweeney, Branch
Secretary, minding the stall.

7.  Northern Ireland Region Chairman Dick
Trebbett attended the Somme Commemoration at
Newtownards War Memorial with his granddaughter
Charlotte McKenzie on the morning of 1 July. Together
they laid a wreath on the memorial. 

The ceremony started with a whistle blast at 0730hrs
in honour of those brave soldiers who went over the
top on that same morning at that same time exactly
100 years ago. As RAF predecessors, the Royal Flying
Corps, were also involved in that action, Dick wore an
RFC tie in their honour. The ceremony was organised
by Newtownards RBL in conjunction with Ards and 
North Down Borough Council and was attended by the 
Mayor and the local MP. 

A short parade took place followed by a service of remembrance.

8.  Cranwell Branch. The last few weeks have been interesting for the members of the Cranwell
Branch. Activities have included visiting Norfolk’s Bressingham with its gardens, trains and Dad’s
Army Museum. They subsequently attended the North Kesteven District Council flag raising
ceremony at the start of military week, the NKDC Veteran’s Evening and the Cleethorpes 
National Armed Forces Day where the local RAF Association Club allowed the Branch to use its
excellent facilities.  

The conclusion was the annual branch BBQ at two committee members’
farmhouse. There was concern about rain, which did not occur, but the five
gazebos withstood the high winds. 

It was hoped that at this event the presentation of the 2015 Wings £10,000
certificate would be handed over, but unfortunately on the morning this 
was postponed.

When submitting Branch News to Air Mail, please note that the 
wording should ideally be around 100 words, accompanied by a

supporting photograph. Please note that due to space limitations,
submission does not guarantee publication.

Please ensure that you give as much information as 
possible about those shown in the photograph and any 

copyright information relating to it. 
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1.  Republic of Ireland Branch. His Excellency Dominick
Chilcott (British Ambassador to Ireland) and Mrs Jane Chilcott
very kindly held a reception at their residence to say farewell to
veterans resident in the Republic of Ireland. They have both been
hugely supportive of veterans during their stay in Ireland and
have touched the hearts of everyone they met during their time
here. They will be sadly missed, but they will live long and fondly
in their memories. 

Branch Chairman, Pete McWilliams, presented the Ambassador
with a shillelagh to help him with his future diplomatic work. The
shillelagh is a traditional Irish weapon made from blackthorn
wood. Diplomacy is fine, but diplomacy with a shillelagh is better!
This particular shillelagh was grown, cut and fashioned by a third-
generation stick maker in Shillelagh, Co Wicklow, the ancestral
home of the shillelagh. So, cast doubt on the authenticity of this
shillelagh at your peril!

2.  York Branch was delighted to welcome Air Marshal Sir Dusty Miller as guest 
of honour, for dinner in the prestigious Betty’s Belmont Room to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the York Branch. 

A great evening, managed by toast master Vice Chairman Brian Mennell with an
excellent meal. Glasses were charged and toasts made by Chairman Richard Gray and
Gp Capt Ian Laing, incumbent CO RAF Linton on Ouse, with the response being
delivered by Sir Dusty who gave an enlightening and amusing insight into the
Association. The last toast “The 70th anniversary of the York Branch” was proposed by
Air Cdre Bill Gambold, President Emiritus, the response being given by John Mawson,
Branch President, who gave some amusing facts about the early club. Sir Dusty then
presented a Branch Presidential Certificate to Norman Spence in recognition of his

welfare work over the last 20 years. Photo shows presentation with John
Mawson (President) in background.

3.  Ryedale Branch. An anniversary lunch was held at the Mallan Spout
Hotel with over 50 members welcoming guests from RAF Fylingdales,
Northern Area and NYMR Grosmont Station Group. The theme was
National Service Days. After lunch four members gave accounts of their
time in the RAF during the 1950s, introduced by associate member
Malcolm Barnard. Trevor Schofield (1954-57), John Paul (1952-53),
Charles Taplin (1952-64) and David Meade (1957-59) recounted amusing
stories of square-bashing, spartan conditions and dreadful food, and
making light of tough times. Nonetheless, they and clearly had happy
memories of friendships made and life experiences gained. Northern
Area representative John Allison BEM presented the Branch Efficiency
Trophy to Vice-Chairman Trevor Schofield and Barbara Shreeve, wife of
Chairman Cyril Shreeve who was unable to attend due to illness. The
branch has won the trophy nine times in the last 15 years and John joked
that the branch will soon be allowed to keep it permanently! The lunch
date also marked the 75th anniversary of the founding of the Guinea Pig 
Club. The branch has sent a donation to the memorial  fund which will 
see a permanent memorial unveiled at the National Memorial Arboretum 
in November.

4.  Aylesford & Malling Branch. Two stalwart members have celebrated
their diamond wedding anniversary. Malcolm and Marie Bennett have been
branch HWOs for nearly 20 years and have enjoyed it so much that they did
not realise that it accounts for nearly one third of their married lives! At a
celebratory branch meeting they were given a gift which was not to be
opened until the day. They were thrilled to find that it was an official royal
frame in which to display the congratulations card they had received from the
Her Majesty The Queen.

Photo shows Malcolm and Marie with their present from their branch friends.
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5.  Mid Somerset Branch members commemorated past President
AVM Sir John Severne KCVO AFC at a ceremony at Flowerdown House.

Social Officer Martin Leach, an RAF veteran of the First Gulf War, 
supported by members Len and Diana Burden, Peter Yusen, John Hawkins
(Vice-Chairman) and guests Jill Hawkins, Deirdre Croley, Pat and Graham
Whitworth, organised this unique opportunity to commemorate the life of
AVM Sir John de Milt Severne KCVO OBE AFC DL by dedicating a rose tree
and plaque in the garden. The short ceremony included an extract from
the poem High Flight by Pilot Officer John Magee which had been read by 
Sir John's grandson during the service of thanksgiving for his life and work
at Ditcheat in October last year. 

The branch regularly provides financial support to help 
procure those little ‘extras’ which make such a 
difference to those staying at Flowerdown. After a tour
and tea, the group inspected dining room chairs
recently equipped with raisers to make for easy and 
safe use by the disabled. Thanks to Diane and staff for
the welcome and the General Manager who made 
the arrangements. 

6.  Downham Market Branch. As part of the
celebrations of the 100th anniversary of RAF Marham,
the branch, with the help of  Downham in Bloom and
Kings Lynn Borough Council, were able to arrange the
planting of special commemorative flower beds in
Downham Market and Kings Lynn. Photo shows
members at the display in Downham Market.

7.  East Glamorgan and Gwent Region President, 
Sqn Ldr Dave Crandon, recently presented Wg Cdr Peter
Squire, previous Regional President, with a slate fan for
the effort that Peter has put in over the years, as Wales Area Director 
and then as Regional President. 

Peter responded by thanking everyone for the thought behind the
presentation. He served the RAF and the Association for some 58 years
and is proud of every moment of that time. The meeting also 
appointed Peter as a Regional Life Vice President as a mark of respect 
for all his work within the Association. He thanked everyone most
sincerely for the honour.

Picture shows Sqn Ldr Dave Crandon presenting the fan to 
Wg Cdr Peter Squire.

8.  Grantham Branch. In August, at Harlaxton Bowls
Club, the branch and the Ladies Probus Club of 
Grantham jointly held a Brew for the Few coffee morning.
The suggestion to hold this event, and leading light, was
Pat Owen who belongs to both the Association and
Probus. A member of Eastern Area staff attended with a
marquee used to provide a grand entrance to the hall. The
name the teddy bear competition was won by Jess Nix and
most people won something in the raffle.

Harlaxton Friendship Club and the Cain and Able Club of
Barrowby also attended. Judging by the noise of chattering
and smiling faces, everyone present enjoyed themselves. In
total 38 people attended and raised between them
£258.52 for the Wings Appeal.
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1.  Bromsgrove & Redditch Branch. In June
members celebrated the 70th anniversary of
formation of the original Bromsgrove Branch in
1946 before its merger with Redditch in 1963.
Not having been able to trace any records from
that time it would be reasonable to speculate
that the first membership will have included not
only veterans of WWII but may also have
included some from the earlier conflict of 1914 -
1918. Current membership of around 120 does
still feature some stalwarts from 1939 -1945 but
most have served in the post war years and
especially from the time when National Service
was current.

The sun eventually shone for the anniversary
luncheon at the Raven restaurant in Claines, 
followed by a delightful hour-long boat trip on 
the river Severn in Worcester. The whole day out 
had been a most enjoyable experience and was 
enhanced by the already warm friendship 
between branch members.

2.  Sturminster Newton & Gillingham Branch
spent a very full and delightful day at the
Brooklands Museum near Weybridge. Home to the
Avro, Vickers Armstrong and Hawker, as well as the
birthplace of British motor racing, there was so
much of interest that a further visit is on the cards.
Unbelievably, the Vickers Vimy replica is younger
than any in the group!

John Snoxall’s charm and hard work paid off when Emma
Sleeth, the Community Life Champion for ASDA in
Gillingham, presented a handsome £200 cheque from its
green disc scheme towards the Wings Appeal.

3.  Downham Market Branch. Newly commissioned Pilot
Officer RAFA Duck recently made his first flight in a Tornado
from RAF Marham for the rehearsal for the Queen’s Birthday
Flypast. He was then posted to RAF Coningsby where he was
due to fly in a Typhoon and with the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight.

Pilot Officer RAFA Duck is an idea conceived by Stan Stabler,
Branch Secretary, to commemorate the 100th anniversary of
RAF Marham. The object is for “RAFA Duck” to fly in every 
type of aircraft in RAF service and achieve 100 flying hours,
which will be recorded in his own flying log book when he
will be presented to RAF Marham. The project is being
facilitated by RAF Marham and the branch thank all involved
for their assistance.

4.  Porthcawl/Kenfig Hill Branch. The branch was asked
by Paul Baker, Area Director, if some members could attend
the funeral of John Howell, who passed away with no living
relatives, although by the time of the funeral they had been
located. After appeals were made to the public, there was 
a good turn out. Pam and Doug Morgan, Roy Cotty 
(Vice-President), Gordon Richards (Treasurer) and Gerry Taylor
(Chairman) attended.
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5.  Dover Branch. Eight members along with three from
Sandwich and Deal Branch plus Standard Bearers attended the
unveiling and dedication ceremony for a memorial stone to
commemorate the collision on 27 July 1944 of two Hawker
Typhoon aircraft from 137 Sqn over Selsted, Denton near
Canterbury. Both pilots were killed – Flt Sgt Arthur Hack RAFVR
and Fg Off Ralph Johnstone RCAF both aged 21 and flying from 
RAF Manston on flying bomb patrol in foggy weather. 
Others who were commemorated were LAC Marcus Lowther
who lost his life in 1943 in South Africa, his Harvard being in a
collision with another trainee pilot, Pte George Parker 
(2nd Batt Royal Fusiliers) who lived in Denton and was killed in
France 12 February 1917 aged 22, and Pte William E Parker 
(2nd Batt Royal Buffs) missing in action at the second Battle of
Ypres 3 May 1915 aged 24.  

The service was very well attended. The organiser of the event,
from Selsted near Denton, Colin Welch, also engraved the stone 
which took him 200 hours to complete.

6.  Bangor Branch. In July there was a parade in Bangor to commemorate the 
100th anniversary of the Battle of the Somme in 1916. The branch was represented by 
Ken Salter who arrived on his trusty chariot. 

Ken, who served in both the Royal Air Force and the Royal Rhodesian Air Force, does not let
the fact that he has only one leg hold him back. Ken reported that despite atrocious
weather the parade left from the Town Hall led by the Irish Guards and the Royal Irish Pipes
and Drums paraded through the town, past the saluting base to the RBL.

7.  Alresford & District Branch is sad to report the death of its
longest serving member, Len Pearce. Len was a founding member of
the branch in 1948, having served in the RAF during the war. He was
selected for the RAF Regiment and, after aerodrome protection duty in
Scotland, was involved in the Norwegian Campaign. Then came Italy,
Egypt and finally Palestine, before demob at Hednesford.

As Life Vice-President, Len was also Standard Bearer continuously 
from 1948 to 2015, during which time he served in every office 
except Treasurer. 

There may well be Standard Bearers with more than 67 years in the
position, but members are proud of his achievement. In his memory
the branch have installed a seat outside Northington village hall, the
village of his birth. A short service of dedication was held in August.
Standard Bearers from Alresford, Alton and Basingstoke were present.  

8.  Poole Branch gathered
at Poole Crematorium
recently to say their final
farewells to past President,
Normandy veteran and great
friend, Dennis Mallett, who
sadly passed away in June
following a prolonged
period of ill health. 

The group is shown waiting 
in respect, while the family
departed for the after 
service gathering.
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NEWS IN BRIEF

On Armed Forces Day in June at George Square, a team of eight members from Glasgow Branch, using the Scottish Area Events
Caravan, raised £709 for Wings Appeal.

Lucy Eden, HWO for Christchurch Branch, has been given a Meritorious Award by the Borough in recognition of her
tireless work for ex-service people and their families. She attended the full Council meeting in July and the award was presented by the
Mayor of Christchurch Cllr Trish Jamison.

Swindon Branch. Janet Hardy, Club Vice-Chairman and Myriam Floyd, who organised the successful Brew for the Few event 
held in May at the Swindon Branch Club, were delighted to present Branch Chairman, Roy Lobley BEM, with a £312.10 cheque 
being the sum raised for Wings Appeal. A special thanks must be expressed to all of the Branch members who did an amazing job 
in baking so many lovely delicious cakes. Just another of the fun and welcoming events held to promote the RAF Association and
another date on the varied social calendar at the Swindon RAFA Club. What a magnificent effort all round!

The 31st International Allied Air
Forces Memorial Day, held at
the Yorkshire Air Museum on

4 September brought a colourful
spectacle of pageantry and historic
aircraft to some 2,000 visitors and
participants from all over the
country. The ceremony
commemorated the centenary of
the Battle of the Somme, the first
battle in history to feature
dedicated military air campaigns,
in addition to marking the
contribution of allied service
personnel who served in conflicts
from WWI to the present day. The
occasion represented a coming
together of nations to reflect upon
the sacrifice made by so many.

Guests and visitors enjoyed the sight
and sound of a variety of aircraft from
the museum’s collection. Following the flypasts, the focus
turned to the parade, led by the Yorkshire Military Band
and Thirsk Royal British Legion Band (RBL) Corps of Drums.
Significantly, the National and Area Standards of the RAF
Association, RBL and Royal Observer Corps Association led
the 35 other regional service association and squadron
standards presented on the day. After taking a salute from
the Lord Lieutenants of North and East Yorkshire,
Association President Air Marshal Sir Dusty Miller and other
senior international air force representatives and civic
dignitaries, the standards were marched into a drum head
service in the main display hangar, with the background 
of the stunning WWII Halifax bomber. The national
standards were laid over the drum head as a focal point 
for the service.

Colourful spectacle for Allied Air Forces
Memorial Day
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The long-standing tradition of decommissioned military aircraft used as gate guardians is a proud one. The RAF and NATS air
traffic controllers based at NATS Swanwick control centre are welcomed by the sight of the Harrier XW917 aircraft each day,
serving as a reminder of the joint and integrated concept underpinning UK air traffic operations.

However, from 16 April 2016, the Harrier was
absent in order to be stripped down and
repainted at Jet Art Aviation ensuring its
continued preservation. It returned to Swanwick
recently and proudly resumed its place as the
RAF(U) Swanwick gate guardian, only a few weeks
after its 45th birthday. 

Gate guardians at military bases are normally
decommissioned aircraft which once served that
unit or with a squadron now affiliated to that unit.
The Harrier XW917 was the first gate guardian to
the Swanwick site, but not for the control centre.
When the London Control Centre was previously
based at RAF West Drayton, the English Electric
Lightning XN769 had pride of place as the gate
guardian between 1976 and 1994. 

The Swanwick Harrier arrived in May 2012, shortly
after the closure of its former home RAF
Cottesmore. The aircraft has had an interesting
history. It was originally built as the second GR1A model fitted with the more powerful Pegasus 10/Mk 102 engine and first flew at Dunsfold
in June 1971. It travelled to IV(AC) Squadron at Wildenrath in Germany in August 1971 before being transferred to 3(F) Squadron in May
1972, where it remained until its retirement. 

On selection for preservation, the XW917 became the gate guardian for RAF Gutersloh in May 1988 until its closure in 1991. The aircraft
then moved to RAF Cottesmore in August 1999 before finding its home at Swanwick. The Harrier has 3(F) Squadron markings on its port
side and IV(AC) Squadron markings on its starboard side, a continued reminder of the squadrons in which it proudly served.

RAF(U) Swanwick Executive Officer, Squadron Leader Greg Panther, has been responsible for arranging the removal and restoration of the
Harrier. He said: “I have taken great pleasure in ensuring that the Swanwick gate guardian is restored to its former glory. A project fraught
with obstacles and difficulties over the past eight months, it is great to see the fruits of a real team effort finally realised. My thanks go to
NATS, EMCOR, JARTS, DCAE (Gosport), 1710 NAS, Jet Art Aviation and RAF Heritage who have all played some part in the project.”

For more information on RAF(U) Swanwick and to view more pictures of the Harrier and the restoration process, please visit:
www.raf.mod.uk/latccmilswanwick/gallery/xw917.cfm 

Swanick gate guardian returns

Above, the Harrier in place, below right, the delicate replacement in progress. Photo: © Squadron Leader Greg Panther
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By June 1941, the Luftwaffe's nocturnal
attacks on Great Britain, better known
as the Blitz, was a shadow of those

attacks experienced in the Battle of Britain
10 months earlier.  

This was due to Germany's acknowledgement
that such attacks were not having the desired
effect and the fact that the Luftwaffe was now
in action in the Balkans, Greece, Mediterranean
and later in June 1941, Russia.  Nonetheless,
attacks still occurred such as the night of 13-14
June 1941 when the target was the Royal
Naval dockyard at Chatham in Kent. Two
Luftwaffe Pathfinder aircraft failed to return
from this attack, and over the years, confusion
has arisen as to who shot them down and
where they crashed. Seventy four years on,
Chris Goss describes what actually happened.

Pathfinder duties this night were given to the elite
Kampfgruppe 100 (KGr 100) based at Vannes in
Brittany.  Equipped with X-Verfahren, this enabled
KGr 100 to pinpoint the targets with a high degree of
accuracy. The numbers of aircraft committed to this
attack is unknown but two are known for certain as
both would be shot down.

One crew was very experienced with an average of 
59 sorties each.  Oberfeldwebel Paul Wierbitzky
(pilot), Leutnant Hilmar Schmidt (observer),
Feldwebel Herbert Schick (radio operator) and
Feldwebel Kurt Braun (flight engineer) from the start
of the war and after the Battle of Britain, had returned
to Germany for instructor duties, returning to
operational flying during the latter stages of the Blitz.
Their war so far had been uneventful, if not busy, and
they did not expect anything different this night.
However, it became clear from the start that it would
be different as Herbert Schick recalls:

"Because of security reasons, the briefing of our mission took place
only two-three hours before take off. Our Staffel Kapitän,
Hauptmann Gerd Korthals, informed us of the target, the flying
altitude, take off time for every single aircraft, and he also ordered

the necessary frequencies for the X-Verfahren and the normal radio
traffic.

"Our aircraft was due to start first, next was Hauptmann Schnürpel,
Staffel Kapitän of 3 Staffel, and so on. But because of certain
circumstances the take off sequence had been changed so that we
took off after Hauptmann Schnürpel. We were lucky – he was shot
down that same night and unfortunately nobody survived".

Little is known about Hauptmann Eberhard Schnürpel apart 
from he was also an experienced and long standing member of
KGr 100. Originally the Gruppe Operations Officer when 3/KGr
100 was formed in July 1940, he became Staffel Kapitän, a post
he would hold for the next 11 months.

As the German pathfinders, laden with incendiaries, got airborne,
RAF night fighters were also getting into the air in the hope of
intercepting any attacking aircraft. Two crews in the air that 
night came from the Bristol Beaufighter-equipped 219 Squadron
based at Tangmere in West Sussex. In Beaufighter R2154 was
Flying Officer Dudley Hobbis and his radar operator Sergeant
Terry Clark while in serial T4639 was Flight Lieutenant Johnny

The Mists of Time
by Chris Goss

A He 111 of KGr 100 showing its distinctive unit badge. Photo: © Author

The Wierbitzki crew in front of their aircraft. Photo: © Author

Feldwebel Herbert Schick. Photo: © Author
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publications state that
Dudley Hobbis shot
down Schnürpel's
aircraft and Johnny
Topham Wierbitzky's.
However, it was in fact
the other way round as Herbert Schick proves:

"Without any difficulties we reached the planned altitude and also
the X-beam leading us towards the target. About 10 minutes before
reaching the target I received a radio message telling us to climb up
to maximum altitude because of strong night fighter forces in the
target area. I passed on this information to the pilot and the
observer via intercom. The pilot’s answer was about this: ‘Nonsense!
We are exactly on the beam, we will be over the target in only a few
minutes. Both of you at the back: Watch out!’

"Only a few minutes may have passed since that radio signal when
there was a loud bang in the aircraft. The port engine immediately
burst into fire – I could not see what had happened to the starboard
engine from my radio operator’s seat. The first reaction was to
jettison the incendiary bombs. When I tried to transmit an
emergency signal I noticed that our radio had been destroyed by
bullets/shells. 

Topham and his operator Sergeant Horace Berridge. Both crews
had flown in the Battle of Britain and had already shot down
aircraft by day and by night, and were no doubt keen to improve
their score.

This is now where the confusion as to who shot down whom and
where arose. Both Beaufighters took off at 2326hrs – Johnny
Topham was told to patrol south of Selsey Bill while Dudley
Hobbis was told to patrol Shoreham to Beachy Head. Both night
fighters patrolled without incident for 75 minutes when all of a
sudden two unidentified aircraft were detected by Durrington
Control and each night fighter was directed onto one of them as
they approached the British coastline.

Dudley Hobbis was instructed to 'flash his weapon', code for
switch on the airborne radar, which Terry Clark did and they
found themselves almost on top of the enemy aircraft, later
identified as a Heinkel 111, and at 0057 hrs in the East Grinstead
area, Dudley opened fire:

"I gave about a two second burst. I saw flashes of explosive shells
hitting enemy aircraft and one particularly large and brilliant flash
from its port engine.  Enemy aircraft dived away belching black
smoke and I broke away over him to the right..."

Eight minutes later, Johnny Topham was vectored onto
another enemy aircraft which was headed north. He stalked
it for some time and when he could see the exhaust flames,
opened fire when they were just north of Worthing:

"No results were observed at the beginning of the burst so I
lifted the nose lightly and observed brilliant green and orange
flashes in the fuselage and pieces of similar colour appeared to
be leaving enemy aircraft and passing over my aircraft. As I
finished my burst, the enemy aircraft dived steeply and turned
to starboard through 180 degrees. My operator reporting that
it was leaving a trail of white specks behind it. I turned about
but did not see enemy aircraft again..."

Two He 111s from KGr 100 failed to return that night – one 
flown by Oberfeldwebel Paul Wierbitzky, the other by
Oberfeldwebel Hans Wegner whose observer was
Hauptmann Eberhard Schnürpel. Many post-war

Above: Terry Clark © Author

Above: A He 111 of KGr 100 which crash-landed in  Belgium in June 1941 showing the distinctive
three aerials. Photo: © Author

Aircrew of 219 Sqn seen at Tangmere. Dudley Hobbis is seated centre; to his right is Johnny Topham. Note the black
Beaufighters in the background . Photo: © Author
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Dudley Hobbis didn't see his victim crash
but reported seeing "a tremendous number
of incendiary bombs ignite on the ground"
while PC William Gross reported that at
0030hrs, a Heinkel 111 had crashed at 10
Acre Field, Lower Snailham, Guestling and
that all four crew members had been
"rounded up". The initial RAF report of the
crash states that the Heinkel 111 crashed at
Lidhan Hill four miles west of Winchelsea,
that three crew had baled out and the pilot
had crash-landed and survived, and
immediately before the bomber landed, the
German crew had jettisoned in between
100-200 incendiaries which killed a cow.

Notwithstanding the anomalies in timings,
this is proof enough that the Wierbitzky

crew was shot down by Hobbis.

However, what about Johnny Topham
and Hauptmann Eberhard Schnürpel?
Notwithstanding that Schnürpel had
taken off first and appears to have been
shot down second, Topham was credited
with an enemy aircraft destroyed in sea
and over the next few days, bodies of five
German airmen were washed ashore.
Oberfeldwebel Hans Wenger was washed
ashore at Hove, Oberfeldwebel Josef
Kuhm was washed ashore at East Preston,
the bodies of Oberfeldwebel Ernst
Sassenroth and Obergefrieter Anton
Kerpf were washed ashore at
Littlehampton as was the body of
Hauptmann Eberhard Schnürpel, proof
enough that their bomber had come
down in the sea.

It is easy to criticise those who had assumed the other version of
events but with the benefit of hindsight and recently obtained
eye-witness accounts, what actually happened over Sussex 74
years ago can be corrected. 

Then I hurried and fastened my parachute because the pilot shouted
‘Everybody bale out, I can’t hold the plane any more!’

“I baled out second and landed on a meadow with slight injuries to
my head and back. Three hours later I was taken prisoner of war.”
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Aircrew of 219 Sqn photographed in front of the Officers' Mess RAF Tangmere - the CO is Wg Cdr Pike who would later be MRAF. Photo: © Author

Above: Another view of He 111 of KGr 100 which crash-landed in  Belgium in June 1941 showing the distinctive three
aerials. Photo: © Author

Above: Another view of He 111 of KGr 100 which crash-landed in  Belgium in June 1941 showing the distinctive three
aerials. Photo: © Author
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Each pack (exc Bargain pack) contains 10 cards and envelopes of the same design with greeting    Season’s Greetings

POSTAGE AND PACKING: UK: Up to £4.99      Add £1.70
£5.00 to £19.99    Add £3.70

£20.00 to £49.99    Add £5.00
Over £50.00      Add £6.50

Overseas: Charged at cost 
(debit/creditcard payment only) RAFATRAD LTD, UNIT 3, 5 SYBRON WAY,

MILLBROOK IND ESTATE, CROWBOROUGH TN6 3DZ

RAF Association Christmas Cards and 2017 Diary

X120 Blenheim I - Winter Respite
228 x 121 or 9”x 4 3/4”
£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

X123 Disturbed Tranquility - Vulcan
171 x 121 mm or 6 3/4”x 4 3/4”

£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

X3B RAF Association Christmas Card
(with greeting inside)

X3PB RAF Association Greeting Card
(left blank inside)
171 x 121 mm or 6 3/4”x 4 3/4”
£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

X126 Robin with Berries
137 x 137mm or  5 1/2”x 5 1/2”

£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

X127 Season’s Greetings
160 x 160 mm or 6 1/4”x 6 1/4” 

£5.00 pack 10 + p&p

X125 Winter in War
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight
171 x 121mm or 6 3/4”x 4 3/4”

£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

X122 Spitfires Safely Home
171 x 121 mm or 6 3/4”x 4 3/4”

£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

X121 Safely Home - Lancaster
171 x 121 mm or 6 3/4”x 4 3/4”

£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

Order by Phone or Online with Debit/Credit Card: 01892 600191 
Website:www.rafashop.com

Order by Post Cheques/Postal Orders (no cash)
payable to Rafatrad Ltd with order to:

XR6 
2017 Diary

85 x 170 or 3 1/2” x 6 3/4”
£4.00 + p&p

X128 Wreath
160 x 160 mm or 6 1/4”x 6 1/4” 

£4.50 pack 10 + p&p

X124 Church with Tree
137 x 137mm or 5 1/2”x 4 3/4”

£4.00 pack 10 + p&p

XB11
Bargain Pack (30 cards Pot Luck)
3 different packs of 10 cards

£8.00 + p&p
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First UK’s F-35B Lightning II jet flown to the UK

The first of the batch of F35B aircraft ordered for the RAF has flown to the UK. A Union Flag was carried in the cockpit to mark
this historic event. The image above shows the aircraft being refueled during its journey from the USA to Britain. It was
accompanied by two US Marine Corps F-35B aircraft from their training base at Beaufort, South Carolina.

The F-35B Lightning II will place the UK at the forefront of fighter technology, giving the Royal Air Force and Royal Navy a true multi-role all
weather, day and night capability.

The Lightning II will provide UK Defence with a fifth generation (low observable, supersonic, enhanced data fusion), multi-role, all weather,
day and night aircraft that will have the ability to operate from land bases as well as the Queen Elizabeth Class carriers, the first of which is
due to accept Lightning II onto her deck in 2018. This basing flexibility will give UK Defence a truly joint expeditionary Combat Air capability
well into the 2030s. The RAF is the lead service for the operation of Lightning II and, like the Harrier before, the Joint Lightning II Force will
be manned by both RAF and Navy personnel.

Flight safety awards

The LG Groves Flight Safety awards ceremony for 2016 was held at Crowcombe Court in Devon to coincide with the unveiling
and dedication of a memorial to the crew of a 517 Meteorological Squadron Halifax B111, RG380, that was tragically lost over
the hills above Crowcombe on 10 September 1945.

Among the airmen who died was Sergeant Louis Grimble Groves, who the awards are named after. He and his comrades were returning
from a meteorological reconnaissance mission as part of 517 Squadron at the time.

RAF Chaplain-in-Chief The Venerable Air Vice-Marshal Jonathan Chaffey led an act of dedication for the newly-erected memorial supported
by an Honour Guard from the Queen’s Colour Squadron and a trumpeter. The event was due to be attended by around 120 personnel,
including members of the Groves family.

News from the RAF

The first of the UK’s F35B Lightning refuelling en-route to the UK
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The awards are given to military personnel
and civil servants who have made
outstanding contributions to improving
flight safety and meteorology. An RAF
officer, and Army Air Corps NCO, and two
weathermen are the latest recipients of
the L G Groves Memorial Prizes.

Assistant Chief of the Air Staff Air Vice-
Marshal Richard Knighton presented the
prizes and awards to this year’s winners
who were:

Flight Lieutenant Christopher Klejnow-
Penneck, from RAF Waddington, who won
the Air Safety Prize for conducting a full
safety audit of all areas of the Lincolnshire
station including the base’s 39 Squadron
that currently operates Reaper aircraft
from the USA.

Sergeant Lee Browning of 3 Regiment
Army Air Corps, based at Wattisham in
Suffolk, who received the Ground Safety
Award for promoting a professional air
safety culture throughout the unit’s Attack Helicopter Force.

Weatherman Dave Sewell has advised aircrew on flying conditions at the former RAF Dishforth in North Yorkshire for 18 years. He won the
Meteorological Observation Award after his station commander wrote: “My pilots utterly trust his judgement…….his contribution to
operations has been second to none.”

Flt Lt Klejnow-Penneck, who received the Air Safety Prize, said: “It’s a great honour to have been given this award today but it really is not so
much for me as my whole team in Total Safety back at RAF Waddington who helped me to succeed with their support.”

Royal Air Force hands over responsibility for
securing Baltic skies to the German Air Force

Aformal ceremony has been held at
Amari Air Base in Estonia, in which
responsibility for the safety

policing of our NATO allies’ airspace was
passed from the Royal Air Force over to
the German Air Force.

NATO’s Baltic Air Policing Mission is a
multi-national endeavour with many 
NATO countries taking their turn to protect
the Baltic skies. The Royal Air Force, on its
third four-month rotation on Operation
AZOTIZE with UK Typhoon fighters, was
part of a broader force working with the
Portuguese Air Force F16 fighters
operating out of Lithuania.

Air Commodore Ian Duguid, the RAF’s
Typhoon Force Commander was present
for the Handover Ceremony, he offered: 

“With 21 operational scrambles and 42
aircraft intercepted, the RAF’s Typhoon
Force has yet again demonstrated its
ability to protect NATO’s eastern flank. I
wish to thank our Estonian hosts, together with their Latvian and Lithuanian colleagues, for providing the essential support to make this
rotation a success once again.”

Reports and photographs: © MoD/Crown
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AUSTRALIA

The first of the RAAF’s eventual fleet of 15 Boeing P-8 Poseidon
maritime patrol aircraft has flown in the USA and is due to be
delivered later this year. The fleet should all be in service by 2029
and replace the service’s current fleet of P-3 Orions.

DENMARK

The Danish Air Force’s 723 Sqn at Karup Air Base has received the
first three of the nine Sikorsky Seahawk helicopters on order to
replace their current Westland Lynx anti-submarine warfare
helicopters.  The order will be completed within two years.

FRANCE

The French Air Force has received its first tactical A400M.  This is
the first one to be capable of dropping paratroops and pallets of
cargo, and also has armour around the cockpit. It is based at
Orleans along with the standard aircraft delivered previously.

GREECE

The Greek Navy is to modernise and extend the life of four of its P-3
Orion maritime patrol aircraft with the first two already at the
factory in Tanagra, near Athens. These aircraft have been in service
for some 20 years.

INDIA

The Indian Navy is to receive an additional four P-8 Poseidon
maritime patrol aircraft to add to the eight already in service.  The
first of the new ones should be delivered in before the end of the
decade.

JAPAN

The Japanese Maritime Self-Defence Force is considering adding
another 12 Agusta Westland AW101helicopters to its fleet. The
current planned fleet is 14, with nine having already been
delivered for minesweeping and transport missions from the
Japanese assembly line. The AW101 is also in service with the Royal
Navy as the Merlin and with several other air arms.

MALAWI

The Malawi Defence Force Air Wing is operating four Gazelle
helicopters that used to be in service with the British Army Air
Corps. These helicopters were retired in the last decade and had

been bought by civilian companies, before being refurbished in
South Africa for Malawi.

NETHERLANDS/LUXEMBOURG

The Netherlands and Luxembourg have taken the first step in
forming a NATO tanker/transport fleet by ordering an initial two
Airbus A330s, similar to the RAF’s Voyager. These will be based at
Eindhoven in the Netherlands – replacing the KDC-10s currently
used by the Netherlands – with delivery expected in 2020. In due
course, other countries such as Germany and Poland could join 
the programme and the fleet would be expected to increase in size
as well.

QATAR

Boeing is to supply Qatar with 24 AH-64E Apache attack
helicopters at the end of the decade. This is the same helicopter as
that chosen by the British Army (see below).

SAUDI ARABIA

The Royal Saudi Air Force is in the process of doubling its fleet of
Boeing F-15 Strike Eagles, the two-seat ground attack version of
this aircraft. The original fleet of 72 was delivered in the second half
of the nineties and most continue to serve today. An additional 84
of the very latest version were ordered at the end of 2011 and
these are now coming off the production line in St Louis as final
testing is being completed. At the same time, the original fleet will
be upgraded to a similar standard to the new machines with much
of the work being undertaken in country.

SOUTH KOREA

The Republic of Korea Navy has received the first of its eight
Wildcat ASW helicopters from the Yeovil factory of Leonardo
(previously Westland). The helicopters are being flown from
Stansted to South Korea in Antonov AN-124 transports.

SPAIN

The Spanish Air Force is due to receive its initial A400M in
September this year following its first flight in July.  This will be the
first of 14 A400s that Spain is due to receive at present. In due
course, Spain plans to acquire up to another 13 of this large
airlifter.

WORLD MILITARY NEWS

FRANCE - FAF Ramex Delta Mirage 2000 leaving RIAT  201 16.Photo: © J M Henderson

INDIA - Indian Navy P-8 Poseidon (Boeing) Photo: © Boeing
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UK

The British Army is to receive 50 new AH-64E Apache attack
helicopters from Boeing to replace its current fleet of the ‘D’ model.
This contract was announced at the Farnborough Airshow in July
this year and the first will be operational in 2022.

The last of the RAF’s 14 strong fleet of Voyager tanker/transport
aircraft has flown from Airbus’s factory in Spain. This aircraft is 
the fifth one to be part of the ‘surge’ fleet – these aircraft are
available to the RAF in an emergency, but are leased out to an
airline when not required for military operations by Air Tanker, 
the fleet manager.

The Royal International Air Tattoo took place between 8 and 10
July at RAF Fairford.  Some 200 aircraft took part from 37 air arms
from 24 countries, including Croatia, the fifty-sixth nation to take
part in the Tattoo in its 45 year history. Apart from the F-35
Lightnings – see below – other flying highlights included a United
States Air Force F-22 Raptor, BAe Systems’  Typhoon, a Polish Mig-
29 and the last ever display by the French Air Force’s ‘Ramex Delta’
Mirage 2000 team.  There was also a formation flypast of the Red
Arrows, two RAF Typhoons and an RAF F-35B.

UK- AH-64E Apache. Photo: © Boeing

UK - Royal Air Force F-35B Lightning II at RIAT 2016 . Photo: © J M Henderson

SPAIN - Spanish Air Force A-400M. Photo: © Airbus Defence & Space

WORLD MILITARY NEWS

UK/USA 

The F-35B STOVL Lightning II made its first appearance at an
international airshow in July when three were present at the Royal
International Air Tattoo. The daily displays included a vertical
landing demonstration on a specially-constructed landing pad.  An
RAF/Royal Navy example was one of those that flew, piloted by
Squadron Leader Hugh Nicholls. The other two B models were
from the US Marine Corps, while the US Air Force also brought over
three of their A models.

USA

The United States Air Force has decided to increase its capability to
undertake close air support, a mission currently discharged by the
A-10 Thunderbolt II.  They are considering purchasing an ‘off-the-
shelf’ light-attack aircraft such as the Super Tucano in the
immediate future for use where there is no serious airborne
opposition, while a new design would replace the A-10 for more
contested environments.  The A-10 is coming to the end of its
service in the next few years and, therefore, a replacement is
required fairly urgently.
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Images of war
In our continuing series highlighting archive wartime photographs, here we show a series taken during a Beaufighter attack on a

maritime target at low level on 16 August 1943. If you look closely at the centre right picture, near the right hand edge you can
just make out the outline of one of the attacking aircraft banking to the right away at very low level.

Such attacks were often made at these heights so to avoid the flack emplacements which often surrounded targets and presented extreme
danger to the attacking aircraft and their crews. A truly remarkable sequence of photographs.
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FUN CROSSWORD

AUTUMN CROSSWORD
by Enigma

Solution to this crossword can be found on page 63

Notes

10                                                11                                                          12

13                                                          14

21                                        2      22                                                         23

26

15                                                                               16 

27                                                28

Down

1               Topic (7)
2               Place with special access (10,4)
3               Esparto grass found in pastoral farm (4)
4               Suffocate special parent (7)
5               See 5ac - number of ‘ladies dancing’ and
                     ‘geese-a-laying’ (7)
6               Truly signalling light (4)
7               Unending without an appointment (7)
8               Salutation on 25 December (5,9)
13              Aircraft captain (5)
14              Member of ATC, CCF, for example (5)
17              A ghostly looking aircraft (7)
18              Archbishop’s cross or cries, perhaps (7)
19              See 5 ac - ‘Four ?? birds’ (7)
20              Sailors (7)
24              ‘?? in Royal David’s City’ (4)
25              An urgent entreaty (4)

1                  2                  3                   4                  5                   6                                       7

8

9    

17      18                 19                                                          20

24                                                         25       

Across

1 Shouts about the elite on board (7)
5 Number of ‘gold rings’ my true love gave to me (4)
9 Perhaps put this at the start of marching (4,4,7)

10 A nobleman (4)
11 See 5ac - number of French hens (5)
12 Notice a blot (4)
15 More sticky (7)
16 Described a shade of difference (7)
17 Rice pot mixed acid found in spinach (7)
19 The French carer slightly different from a cleaner (7)
21 Not at home (4)
22 At Christmas, associated with ivy (5)
23 Interjection to quietly attract attention (4)
26 You can’t see him (3,9,3)
27 See 5ac - Tree where there was a partridge (4)
28 Spectacles (7)
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We record with sadness the passing of the
following members of the RAF Association

Mr J Akings Doncaster
Mr K Argyle Chislehurst/Sidcup
Mr W Ashpool Bexhill-on-Sea and Battle
Mr P Atkin Penarth
Mrs G E Austin Bognor Regis
Mr F Baker Ellesmere
Air Cdre R L Barcilon AFC Eastern Area HQ
Mr A B Bartlett Truro
Mr P Beaton

Trowbridge and West Wiltshire
Mr G Becket High Wycombe
Mr J Bennett Poole
Mr J A Betambeau Peterborough
Mr J R Birkbeck Leyland and District
Mr T Blackburn North Walsham
Mr W Boddy Hartlepool
Mr R W Boynton Eastbourne
Mr R G Brackpool

Wales, Midland & SW Area HQ
Mr J Bradshaw Bebington
Mrs P BranwhiteMaidstone
Mr G Brighton Fakenham
Mr S Brimicombe Cambridge
Wg Cdr K C Brine Chesham and Amersham
Mr D W Broughton Orpington
Dr A Bruce Sandwich and Deal
Mr T Buchanan MIET East Fife
Mr R Bulman Northern Area HQ
Mr R G Buncle Coventry
Mr P I BurltonWokingham/Woodley
Mr I Calverley MBE Lewes
Mrs J Catt Chesham and Amersham
Mr L N Chandler Cheltenham
Mr R R Chesterfield Sandwich and Deal
Mr B T Cheverton Dunstable
Mrs S Christian Ormskirk
Mr E J ClarkWorthing
Mr D Clarkson Huntingdon and District
Mr D W Cohen South Eastern Area HQ
Mr A J Coles RAF St Mawgan
Mr J H Collins Northampton and District
Mr C Cook Lincoln
Mr W H Coombes Basildon
Mr G Cooper Eastbourne
Mr P G Corney Global
Mrs L Cousins Christchurch
Mrs M K Cox Cranwell
Mr R Crossley South Fylde
Mr E Cull High Wycombe
Mr R Curnock Leicester
Mr B DaviesWest Bromwich
Mr J R Davies Ile-de-France
Mr W E Day South Eastern Area HQ
Mr A Dean DFC York
Mr J Denton Chelmsford
Mrs L de Vries-Knolle Amsterdam
Mr J Donald Lossiemouth
Wg Cdr P Donlan

Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mrs V V DowlingWeymouth/Portland
Mr E DunnicoWrexham
Mr W Edgar Reading
Mr J K Elliott

Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mrs Y J Etherington Enfield

Mr A R Eusden Camberley/District
Mr E Evans 

Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mr M Falloon Preston
Mr P Farmer Apollo (Cyprus)
Mrs C Flanagan Spennymoor
Mr K P Foote South Eastern Area HQ
Mrs E Fraser Driffield
Miss B Fray Salisbury
Mr J K G French South Eastern Area HQ
Mr A Furze Northern Area HQ
Mr W Gale South Eastern Area HQ
Mr T G Gibbard

Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Sir I Glidewell Northern Area HQ
Mr H GloverMelton Mowbray
Mr D Godden Plymouth
Mrs V L Glyn Bognor Regis
Mr A G J Gough Germany
Mr N J Green 

Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr J Guest Teignmouth
Mr S Hall Yeadon
Mrs L B Hamilton Worthing
Gp Capt L Hampson MIMgtMaidstone
Mr G Hannibal Keyworth
Mr C Hart Burnham-on-Sea
Mr J Harte Glasgow
Mr P Harvey Gosport
Mrs J Hatcher Burnham-on-Sea
Mr H Hayward Doncaster
Mr R F Haywood Cape Town
Mr K Heistein European Area HQ
Mr W E HealeyWorcester and District
Mr A Heath Leicester
Mr A R Helme Leyland and District
Mrs K Hewitt Gosport
Mrs P I Higginbottom Northern Area HQ
Mr P Holliday Bishop Auckland
Mr J W Hope Sale
Mr J Horne Oxford and District
Mr M Howarth Sale
Mr R D Howes Northern Area HQ
Mr D Hucknall Peterhead
Mr J Huggins

Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr G F L Hughes Harare
Mr J Ireland South Eastern Area HQ
Miss A Irving Ile-de-France
Mr I G Jenkins Neath
Mr R JenningsMansfield and District
Mr T Johns Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr K F JohnsonWitham and Rivenhall
Mrs V W Johnson Poole
Mrs E E Jones Shrewsbury
Mr G R Jones Bargoed/Blackwood
Mr M KeeleyWisbech
Mrs D Kerr Scarborough
Mr P I King South Eastern Area HQ
Mr T Knowlton Northampton and District
Mr C H R Lane Exmouth
Mr M Langford European Area HQ
Mr B P LattinWeymouth/Portland
Mr G Lawrence

Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ

Mr J Leask Shetland
Mr C L Lewis Wrekin/Wellington
Mr L A Lillycrop Burnham-on-Sea
Mr D Liquorish Alnwick
Miss E U Loasby St. Austell
Mrs S Lockyer

Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mr M Long Littlehampton
Mr A J Lowman Fareham
Mr G M Lucien Dunstable
Mr H L Lyne Truro
Gp Capt R Macdonald MBE

Leamington/Warwick
Mr J F Maguire Basildon
Mr G Maisey Cheltenham
Mr D Mallett Poole
Mr R V Marriott Boston
Mr R D Matthews

Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr D G Maxwell Johannesburg
Mr P McDermottWolverhampton/District
Mr R McLuckie Dunfermline and Stirling
Mr R McNae Headcorn
Mr C Melhuish Carrickfergus
Mr A D Melton Sandwich and Deal
Mr S R Message Eastbourne
Mr D Mew Haywards Heath
Mr G Milligan Glasgow
Miss S Mitchell Dawlish
Mr J Morris Lincoln
Mr R T Moule Shrewsbury
Mr B R Muirhead Haywards Heath
Mr K A A Munn Johannesburg
Mr F Newman Long Sutton
Mr A Nixon Hartlepool
Mrs A M Norton Basildon
Mr J R Nuttall Preston
Mr F Ockerby Sheffield
Mr P O’Dell Northern Ireland Area HQ
Mrs D O’Hare Clacton-on-Sea
Mr G Oliver Bury St Edmunds
Mr G E Orton Cheltenham
Mr A Parker

Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr J Patrick Northern Area HQ
Mr S Pay Sandwich and Deal
Mr G Payne Bracknell
Mr J B D Pedelty Huddersfield
Mr E Pepper Leicester
Mr H Peridi Ile-de-France
Mr J J B Phillips North Cornwall
Mrs O Pitchford Northern Area HQ
Mr D S Poole Horsham and Storrington
Mr L R Pope TCW and 90SU
Mr R PottertonMablethorpe/Sutton
Mr A R Priestley Doncaster
Mr B Reedman Erewash
Mr K Rich Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr J M Ritchie Witney RMG
Mr A Robertson Bebington
Mr J Robinson Alnwick
Mr H Rowe Truro
Mr R Rowe Taunton Deane
Mrs J Rusted Bexhill-on-Sea and Battle
Mr J Rutson-Kemp Harwich/Dovercourt
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Mrs D Ryan Central Headquarters Area HQ
Wg Cdr P E J Saddleton Faversham
Mrs J Sainsbury Amsterdam
Mr R F Sanders Exmouth
Mr N Sayers Bognor Regis
Mrs J Scantlebury City of Bristol
Mr A F W Sears

Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr D Seaton Trinidad and Tobago
Mr J T Semple Swindon
Mrs E Shaw South Eastern Area HQ
Mr M Simmons Dawlish
Mr D Sims Eastern Area HQ
Mr P J SmithWitham and Rivenhall
Mr W Smith Romford
AM C J W Soutar KBE 

Aldeburgh and District
Mrs R Stenning Haywards Heath
Mr L Stones Hythe/Romney Marsh
Mrs B Sugg Swindon

Mr R J Talbot Poole
Mr F Tanner

Wales, Midland and SW Area HQ
Mr F J Tennant South Fylde
Mrs D Thoburn Haverfordwest
Mrs F Tillman Kidderminster
Mr G A Timmins Dudley
Mr S Toal Glasgow
Mr D Tomlinson Barrow-in-Furness
Mr A W Tooley Basildon
Mr W D Tracey Bebington
Wg Cdr R H Turpin OBE

Huntingdon and District
Mr B Twyford Dunstable
Mr R VerityWakefield
Mr R Vickers Batley and Birstall
Mr F Vos-de Theije Amsterdam
Mr M WaddellMedway Towns
Mr R W Wakeman Dudley
Mr C Walker Porthcawl and Kenfig

Mr R F Watson Penrith
Mr T Watson Christchurch
Mr M Webster MBE Aphrodite
Mr J M Welch Birmingham Moseley
Mr J F Wells Central Headquarters Area HQ
Mr L Werrett City of Bristol
Mr R Wheatman Newark
Mr N White Wakefield
Mr T White Clacton-on-Sea
Mr J Wickenden Tunbridge Wells
Mr F W Wickins Bexhill-on-Sea and Battle
Mrs A M Widdas Eastbourne
Mr SW C Williams Taunton Deane
Mr K Wilson Bridlington and District
Mr F F WinghamWye
Flt Lt S A Woods Ile-de-France
Mrs G Worrall Burnham (Bucks) RMG
Mr P Wright Basildon
Miss Y D York Kettering
Mr L R Young Hailsham

NOTICES

Old Colleagues

Help
Association of RAF Women Officers. Female officers of
WAAF/WRAF/RAF and equivalent reserve positions or nursing services.
Do join your Association. E-mail Hon Secretary,
Mrs Daphne Short: mo.da@sky.com

Air dropped propaganda/surrender leaflets, news, sheets, blood chits
in all languages required by researcher. Info, squadron, dates, aircraft.
Contact S E Baggett, 14 West Hill Avenue Epsom, Surrey KT19 8JU. 
Tel 01372 728404.

Researching RAF Catfirth, flying boat base Shetlands 1918. Grateful for
any information, documents, photos, anecdotes about men or machines.
Simon Gunn, The Old Store, Ferryton Point, Dingwall IV7 8LJ or e-mail
simonjgunn@hotmail.com or telephone 01381 610309.

Are there any RAF still around who landed on D Day? I landed with the
Canadians on Juno Beach 6/6/44. Contact Harry Flack, Tel 01983 295669
or e-mail flack885@btinternet.com

Biological son born April 5 1940 in Wiltshire to now deceased parents
Robert and Betty Mary Gage (then 19) of Cherill, wishes to locate
missing half of family ancestry. we believe (1) Robert played the
saxophone in the Joe Loss Orchestra. (2) His father was Chief of Police in
Aberdeen. (3) Robert was in RAF training at Yatesbury or Compton
Bassett in 1939. 13 descendants, all well, hope to know more. Please 
e-mail son gpgage@gmail.com or write to Michael Gage, 295 South
Murphy Street, Campbell River, British Columbia, Canada, V9W 1YB

RAF Administrative Apprentices Association. Welcomes all who trained
as clerks or suppliers at Bircham Newton, St. Athan, Halton or Hereford.
For details of your association contact Jim Wilcox 01452 863935 or
www.rafadappassn.org

A warm welcome extended to anyone who served at RAF Changi,
including HQ FEAF between 1946 and 1971. See www.rafchangi.co.uk
for joining information or apply to Malcolm Flack, Membership Secretary
01494 728562,  memsecchangi@teleco4u.net for free enquiry pack.

Reunions
313 Supply Entry RAF Hereford 1968-1969. 2018 will be 50 years.
Anybody interested in a reunion, contact David Johnson,
davidcj440@btinternet.com Please include in subject field: 313 entry and
service number.

WAAF/WRAF/RAF(W) Association AGM/Reunion 2017
Friday 7 - Mon 10 April 2017. Members/new members welcome. For
further information contact Linda Hamill (membership) 01472 232986 or
Sandie Faloon (general enquiries) 01753 582170.

102 Squadron Association Annual Reunion for ex-squadron members,
families and friends. All welcome. 6 - 7 May 2017 Pocklington Airfield.
Contact Hon Sec e-mail skularatne@aol.com or 01253 885253. 

For details of how to place a notice in
Air Mail please call 01892 600191 

or see our website

Seeking info 1098060 Sgt D H Beresford 635 Sqn (8 Pathfinder force) 
KIA 5/6/44, Lancaster III ME621 F2-R, aged 21. Is there anyone who
remembers him? Call 07837 592665 or johorton@blueyonder.co.uk

102 Squadron Association Remembrance Day Service Sunday 13
November 2016. All welcome. Meeting at St. Catherine’s Church, Barnby
Moor 10am for 10.15am Service and wreath laying followed by service at
Pocklington Airfield Memorial for further Service and wreath laying.
Contact Hon Sec e-mail skularatne@aol.com or 01253 885253. 

Seeking Veterans or their descendants who served at RAF Ingham
(Cammeringham). Also ground and aircrew of 300, 301, 304 & 305 Polish
Bomber Squadrons. Contact Geoff Burton 07787805978 or
rafingham@hotmail.co.uk

Seeking Irwin (or Unwin) Jones Lossiemouth, Blondie - Kangaroo Court
Bruggen, Pete Drykie - Bruggen, Swede Head - basic training, ? Roger -
Sweden SaaB Factory 1990 -2005. Please contact John Bush SAC paint
sprayer (Bushy) on 07902 848495.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

ACCOMMODATION
including Self-Catering

CYPRUS, Pissouri (near Episkopi)
Two bedrooms, garden, shared pool,
peaceful location overlooking beautiful
bay. Five minutes to beach, tavernas and
water sports close to charming mountain
village, good restuarants and golf course. 
Telephone 01243 780381
or e-mail: sue@1aacclaim.co.uk

You could advertise in this
space for as little as £21.95. 
For details call 01892 600192

WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY
Whether you are starting from scratch,
or have already written something,
Bound Biographies can work with you
to produce a handsomely bound book
for your family. Call Wendy on 01428
643591 or e-mail
WendyBB@compuserve.com

Exmouth
RAF Association Branch and Club

open every day
Lunchtime & Evening

Branch Meeting 1stTuesday

Also home to the RBL, &
East Devon Branch Aircrew Association 

close to Seafront & Shops 
Coach parties by arrangement

33 Imperial Road (opposite large car park)

01395 266685

CHELTENHAMCHELTENHAM
RAFA HQ & CLUBRAFA HQ & CLUB

WELCOMES VISITING MEMBERS
Thursday-Sunday Lunchtimes
Thursday-Saturday Evenings

(Wings Coffee Bar Thurs/Fri 10am-12noon)

1 ROYAL CRESCENT,
CHELTENHAM

(Off Promenade to rear of Coach Station)
Branch Admin: Mrs Adlam 01242 516285
Branch Treasurer: Mrs Blake 01242 233225

RAF ASSOCIATION CLUBS

CLUB & BAR OPEN DAILY
except Christmas Day

BOWLS SECTION - SNOOKER ROOM
Entertainment every Saturday

Quiz Nights, Line Dancing etc on Weekdays

Restaurant Open for Lunches/Snacks
Telephone Club for Opening Times

New Members and Visitors Welcome

Waterloo Square, Bognor Regis PO21 1TE 
Tel 01243 865615 

website: www.rafa381.co.uk

BOGNOR REGIS RAFA

CORNWALL
The Gremlin Club

Chapel Street, PENZANCE
Cornwall’s only RAF Association Club

Open every day
Telephone Number: (01736) 363720

RAFA
Visiting Weymouth

Call at the WINGS CLUB
MAIDEN STREET (Near Old Harbour)
Open daily - MORNING and EVENING
LUNCH AVAILABLE (Monday to Friday)

Chairlift available

Telephone: 01305 785581

When in TORBAY or
SOUTH DEVON

visit the

RAF ASSOCIATION CLUB
7 Scarborough Road

TORQUAY
LUNCHTIME FROM 12 Noon

Evenings 5pm - 11 pm

The Teignmouth Branch
& Roundel Club
Teignmouth, Devon

B&B, Lunches
Enquiries Tel: 01626 774375

e-mail rafateignmouth@btconnect .com

Regimental Blazer Badges and Ties, Cuff Links,
Hand Painted Heraldic Shields/Car Badges, Medal Mounting Service

also Miniatures. Specialist Manufacturing Service Available.
Send SAE for enquiries

.
RADNOR REGIMENTAL (Est. 1919)

Chandos House, 14 Vale Square,
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9DF
Tel/Fax: (01843) 580389

email: wheatleyward@btinternet.com

BADGES and MEDALS

BOOK PUBLISHING
Authors invited to submit manuscripts,

all categories including Poetry
New Authors welcome
A.H. STOCKWELL LTD,

Dept. 827 Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 8BA.
Tel 01271 862557

www.ahstockwell.co.uk
Publishers For 100 Years

BOOKS and SERVICES

Weston-super-Mare
RAF Association Branch Club

Open Wed to Sat
Lunch & Evenings

Except Thursday lunch
Coffee Mornings on

Wednesdays at 1100hrs
Branch meetings 2nd  Wed of Month

• Open for Parties, Meetings.

• Hot Food available – pre book

• Visit during Day trips to

Weston and Flowerdown

• Will open for Coach trips

• Close to beach and Shops

21-22 Alexandra Parade  (Opposite Odeon)

Telephone: 01934 644024
or 01934 515883

EASTBOURNE BRANCH CLUB
Open  Tuesday - Sunday

Telephone 01323 723551
Opening hours 11.00am - 3.00pm

and 7.00pm - 11.00pm
E-mail dave@condor1.co.uk

BOOKFINDING SERVICE
All subjects. Also CDs and DVDs.

Books mailed abroad. Visa/MC welcome.
BARLOW MOOR BOOKS
29 Churchwood Road,

Didsbury, Manchester, M20 6TZ
Telephone: 0161 434 5073

e-mail: books@barlowmoorbooks.co.uk

BADGES and MEDALS continued

Advertise your Branch in this
space for as little as £21.95. 
For details call 01892 600192
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Societies etc

The Blenheim Society
HELP US TO KEEP HER FLYING 

Want to preserve living history? Want to help raise
money to keep the only airworthy Bristol Blenheim
in the world maintained and flying, as a fitting 

memorial to all the ground crews and those that flew
and fought in Blenheims during World War Two, but
especially the many that lost their lives doing so?
Then why not join THE BLENHEIM SOCIETY, her 

support organisation, for a mere
£15 annual subscription (£7 for juniors)?

Members receive three journals a year and there are
several activities organised throughout the

year to enjoy as well.

For more information, please contact:
The Hon. Treasurer, 25 Herongate Road,

Cheshunt, Herts EN8 0TU
Tel: 01992 442608

www.blenheimsociety.org.uk
E-mail: r.j.scott@ntlworld.com
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Autumn Crossword Solution

FOR SALE
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

PRICES

BOXED

Size per issue

8cms £113
7 cms £98.99
6cms £84.75
5cm £70.62
4cms £56.50
3cms £42.38

LINEAGE

Private

£21.95 (Max 25 words)
Extra words (each) £0.86

Trade

£25.82 (Max 25 words)
Extra words (each) £1.03

Classified prices shown include VAT

Why not call us on
01892 600192 to 

discuss your requirements.

FLYING CLOTHING and LOG BOOKS
WANTED: Helmets, goggles, masks,
boots, gloves, parachutes, lifejackets,
rations, escape kits etc. Anything
considered. Unbeatable prices! 
Contact: D Farnsworth, 192 Broadway,
Derby. DE22 1BP  Tel/Fax: 01332 345729

AIRFIX and all other unmade model kits
wanted. All subjects. Aviation and military
books also sought by serving collector.
Contact Richard with details
on 07801 257323

WANTED

AVIATION ANTIQUES All plastic kits and
Die cast aircraft models wanted. Also
aviation/military books, uniforms, curio’s.
Collections purchased. Contact 27A, The
Grove Biggin Hill Kent TN16 3TA or 
mobile 07973885754

AVIATION PAINTINGS
Original Paintings for your Home or Office.

Limited Edition Prints now Available
For free colour brochure write to:

NIGEL W. MORRIS
Associate of the Guild of Aviation Artists.

1 Headington Road,
Saughall Massie,

Wirral.
CH49 4GG.

Telephone 0151 678 0834

Across:
1 Screams; 5 Five; 9 Best foot

forward; 10 Earl; 11 Three; 
12 Spot; 15 Tackier; 16 Nuanced; 
17 Pteroic; 19 Clearer; 21 Away; 

22 Holly; 23 Psst;
26 The Invisible Man; 27 Pear; 

28 Glasses.

Down:
1 Subject; 2 Restricted area; 3 Alfa;

4 Smother; 5 Fifteen; 6 Very; 
7 Undated; 8 Happy Christmas; 
13 Pilot; 14 Cadet; 17 Phantom; 

18 Crosier; 19 Calling; 
20 Ratings; 24 Once; 25 Plea.

RAFATRAD LTD
www.rafashop.com

We offer a wide selection of RAF Association
and RAF gifts and memorabilia for sale

through our website, see also a selection of
the range and price list on page 64.

Postal Address: 
Unit 3, 5 Sybron Way,
Millbrook Ind Estate,

CROWBOROUGH TN6 3DZ
Telephone 01892 600191

Caithness Paperweight
‘Look to the Sky’
A Collectables Ltd
exclusive in tribute to
the Red Arrows. 

Limited Edition of 
only 30 - £74.99 each
Telephone: 01903 265074
visit www.collectablesltd.com

Limited Edition Print
Signed by Gp Capt Hugh Verity, 
size 15”x10” and set in a mount and   
ready to frame.

Price £25 each inc p&p

Cheques and Postal Orders only made  
out to D. Littlejohn and sent to 
23 Woodgate Park, Bexhill, TN39 4AP
E-mail douglittlejohn23@icloud.com

FRIENDS OF 
ST CLEMENT DANES

CHURCH
Annual Concert featuring the Central Band
of the Royal Air Force and the Choir of St
Clement Danes at 7pm on Thursday 24th
November 2016. Tickets available at the
door or from RAF Charitable Trust
Enterprises, Fairford -telephone 01285
713000 or via e-mail to dmr@rafcte.com
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RAF ASSOCIATION

Blazer Badges and Buttons
Blazer badge Full Associate gold wired B18A 11.00
Blazer badge Ord Member Cut Out gold wired B17M 11.00
Blazer badge Ord Member Cut Out cloth B17MCL     10.00
Blazer badge Ord Member Full gold wired B17F 11.00
Blazer badge Ord Member Full Badge cloth B17FCL      10.00
Button Large Chrome 20 mm B20L 4.50
Button Small Chrome 17 mm B20S 4.50
Forage Cap/Beret Badge B24 10.00

Clothing
Baseball cap - Sky blue RBC 8.00
Beret exc eyelets and cap badge (see B24 above) S19A 18.00
Bow Tie Ordinary Member Striped ready made T10B 11.00
Cravat Ordinary Member Striped Polyester T10CR 14.50
Forage Cap inc RAFA buttons & badge state size S13 68.50
Tie Full Associate Polyester T15 11.00
Tie Ordinary Member Silk RAF with RAFA Crests MR29 22.00
Tie Ordinary Member Silk Striped MR10 22.00

Tie Ordinary Member Silk Striped Crest MR9 22.00
Tie Ordinary Member Striped/Crested Poly T9m 11.00
Tie Ordinary Member Striped/Crest Clip-on Poly T9CM 11.00
Tie Ordinary Member Striped Polyester T10m 11.00
Tie Ordinary Member Striped Clip-on Polyester T10CM 11.00
Tie Ordinary Member 25 Year Member Poly   TY25m 14.50
Tie Ordinary Member 50 Year Member Poly       TY50m 14.50
Tie Ordinary Member 60 Year Member Poly   TY60m 14.50
Tie RAFALO serving RAF Liasion Officer Poly T21 11.00

Gifts
Coin Holder £1.00 (holds £5.00) C5 2.50
Credit Card Case - leather - Crest LR4 15.50
Cufflinks and Tie Slide Crest boxed CTS4 25.00
House flag 6’ x 3’ H5 56.00
Letter opener Nickel boxed Crest L4A 14.00
Mug - Brew for the Few B4F 3.50
Pennant - Full Wording gold wired (as B17F) P2 36.00
Table flag with pin (6” x 3”) Crest M3 6.00
Tankard 1 Pint Pewter boxed Crest T3RAFA 38.50
Wallet Leather with ID window boxed Crest LR6 21.00
Wall shield - boxed Crest S4m 48.50
Wings Appeal Ducks - set of 3 - red/white/blue D3 6.00
Wings Appeal Fridge Magnet F11 3.00
Wings Appeal Pen PEN3 1.50
Wings Appeal Teddy Bear (Sgt) 9” SGTTBRR 20.00
Wings Appeal Wrist Band WRBR 2.00

Lapel and Stud Badges
Branch Associate lapel badge B14 3.00
Full Associate lapel badge B13 3.00
Ordinary Member stick pin 50mm long B9 3.00
Ordinary Member mini stick pin 40 mm long B10 3.00
Ordinary Member lapel badge B11 3.00
Ordinary Member stud badge B12 3.00
Ordinary Member 25 Year badge B25m 3.50
Ordinary Member 50 Year badge B50m 3.50
Ordinary Member 60 Year badge B60m 3.50
Silver/Marcasite Crest Brooch boxed B16m 57.50
Wings Appeal -75th Anniv Battle of Britain badge LB75 1.50 
Wings Appeal - 70th Assoc Anniversary LB70 1.50
Wings Appeal Stud Badge LB71 1.50
Wings Appeal - Chinook stud badge LB25 1.50
Wings Appeal - Harrier stud badge LB26 1.50
Wings Appeal - Hercules stud badge LB27 1.50
Wings Appeal - Hunter stud badge LB34 1.50
Wings Appeal - Hurricane stud badge LB21 1.50
Wings Appeal - Lancaster stud badge LB20 1.50
Wings Appeal - Lightning stud badge LB32 1.50
Wings Appeal - Lightning II stud badge LB37 1.50
Wings Appeal - Mosquito stud badge LB23 1.50
Wings Appeal - Pilot Bear badge LB35 1.50
Wings Appeal - Regiment Bear badge LB36 1.50
Wings Appeal - Red Arrow stud badge LB28 1.50

Wings Appeal - Sea King stud badge LB29 1.50
Wings Appeal - Sentry E3D stud badge    LB33 1.50
Wings Appeal - Spitfire stud badge LB22 1.50
Wings Appeal - Tornado stud badge LB30 1.50
Wings Appeal - Typhoon stud badge LB31 1.50
Wings Appeal - Vulcan stud badge LB24 1.50

ROYAL AIR FORCE

Blazer Badges and Buttons
Beret/Cap badge (staybrite) Queens crown S14A 7.00
Bomber Command badge gold wired B25 17.00
Coastal Command badge gold wired B26 17.00
Fighter Command badge gold wired B27 17.00
RAF badge Kings Crown gold wired B19A 17.00
RAF badge Queens Crown gold wired B19 17.00
RAF badge Queens Crown cloth B19CL 10.00
RAF Regiment badge gold wired B40 17.00
Squadron/Station wired badge (to order - 6/8 wks) B99 17.00
Button Large Chrome 23 mm B21L 4.50
Button Small Chrome 16 mm B21S 4.50
Button Gilt Domed Cap14 mm B21CS 3.50
Button Gilt Domed Large 24 mm B21DL 3.50
Button Gilt Domed Small 18 mm B21DM 3.50

Clothing
Baseball Cap Black with embroidered crest B98 14.00
Baseball Cap Navy with embroidered crest B98A 14.00
Baseball Cap - Red Arrows Adult KBBARR 10.00
Baseball Cap - Red Arrows Kids KBBCRR 8.00
Beret with eyelets (excludes cap badge - see S14A above) S19 18.00
Bow tie (ready made) RAF Polyester T13 11.00
Bow tie (self-tie) RAF Polyester T13S 14.50
Bow tie & Cummerbund Set RAF (T11 & T13) T12 22.00
Bow tie RAF Tartan ready made T27 23.00
Bow tie and Cummerbund RAF Tartan M/L T29 47.50
Children’s flying suit RAF Olive state size FS 25.00
Children’s flying suit Red Arrows (red) state size RA 25.00
Children’s flying suit Typhoon (black) state size RAFTFSR 25.00
Cravat RAF T30 14.50
Cummerbund RAF T11 13.50
Forage Cap inc RAF buttons & badge - state size S13RAF 68.50
Handkerchief RAF Polyester 12” square T4L 5.00
Handkerchief  RAF Silk 7.5”x 6.25”  T4 10.00
Scarf Wool RAF (college type - felt backed) S5 32.50
Scarf RAF Tartan Ladies (long) S6 21.00
Stable belt RAF L/XL (new style buckle)  S16 35.00
Sweater V Neck - Blue - RAF Crest Chunky 36 or 38-40  RVSH 46.00
Tie Bomber Command Polyester T17 14.50
Tie Clip-On RAF Polyester T20CM 11.00
Tie Coastal Command Polyester T18 14.50
Tie Fighter Command Polyester T19 14.50
Tie National Service TYNS 11.00
Tie RAF Polyester T20 11.00
Tie RAF Regiment Polyester T40 11.00
Tie RAF Silk MR6 22.00

Tie RAF Tartan T26 19.50
Tie RAFVR Polyester T14 14.50
Tie Warrant Officer TYWO 11.00
Trouser belt - RAF 1” webbing  34 - 44 T2 14.50
Trouser belt Keyring to fit T2 above K4 5.50

Gifts
1:72 Die Cast  75th Anniversary BoB set of 3 SET01 38.50
1.76 Die Cast David Brown Tractor (Olive) boxed   DBT001 6.00
1:76 Die Cast David Brown Tractor (Sand) boxed    DBT005 6.00
1:72 Die Cast Hurricane MkI model boxed AC003 15.00
1:76 Die Cast Land Rover RAF (Sand) boxed LAN76 6.00
1:76 Die Cast RAF Scammell Pioneer boxed SP005 14.00
1:72 Die Cast Spitfire MkI model boxed AC001 15.00
1:76 Die Cast Tilly, Tractor, Land Rover (sand) bxd SET23 16.00
Airfix Quick Build Spitfire J6000R 10.00
Airfix Quick Build Typhoon J6002R 10.00
Airfix Quick Build Hawk J6003R 10.00
Car badge with fitting to car grill RAF crest B28 15.50
Card - BBMF - single blank card CB12 2.50

Order by phone or online using card or post order with cheque payable to Rafatrad Ltd
UK - Add Postage and Packing costs to order, Overseas -payment via card only
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Order Code    Price £

Order Code    Price £

T13
S19
S14A

T40 PEN2
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Card - Blenheims - single blank card CB1 2.50
Card - Halifax - single blank card CB3 2.50
Card - Hurricane - single blank card CB2 2.50
Card - Lancasters - single blank card CB4 2.50
Card - Lysander - single blank card CB9 2.50
Card - Mosquito - single blank card CB5 2.50
Card - Red arrows - single blank card CB13 2.50
Card - Spitfire 3D single card SPITCR 3.00
Card - Spitfire - single blank card CB8 2.50

Card - Stirling - single blank card CB6 2.50
Card - Sunderland - single blank card CB7 2.50
Card - Typhoon - single blank card CB10 2.50
Card - Wellington - single blank card CB11 2.50
CD - At Last (Heather Marie) HMCDR 6.00
CD - A Very Vintage Christmas (Heather Marie) HMCD1R 6.00
CD - Our Finest Hour (various) Special Edition 2 discs CD7 12.00
China Mug - Chinook CMPLANE1 6.00
China Mug - Hurricane CMPLANE2 6.00
China Mug - Lancaster CMPLANE3 6.00
China Mug - Land Army CMLAR 6.00
China Mug - Red Arrow CMPLANE4 6.00
China Mug - Spitfire CMPLANE5 6.00 
China Mug - Typhoon CMPLANE6 6.00
Clock - Biplane 9973R 17.50
Clock - Lancaster 9421R 25.00
Clock - Spitfire 9420R 25.00
Corgi Model - Red Arrow CS90561R   6.00
Corgi Model- Typhoon CS90599R   6.00
Corgi Model - Vulcan CS90567R   6.00
Cufflinks - Back to Blighty RAF121R 12.00
Cufflinks - Clear For Take Off RAF120R 12.00
Cufflinks - Lancaster boxed     RAF192R 12.00
Cufflinks - Press on Regardless RAF122R 12.00
Cufflinks RAF Gilt Crest round boxed CS5 20.50
Cufflinks - RAF Roundel boxed CS11 8.00
Cufflinks Red Arrows Crest boxed CS4 9.50
Cufflinks Red Arrows Hawk boxed RAF268R 15.00
Cufflinks - Spitfire boxed RAF189R 12.00
Cufflinks - Tornado boxed RAF191R 12.00
Cufflinks - Typhoon boxed RAF194R 12.00
Cufflinks - Vulcan boxed RAF209R 12.00
Cufflinks Wings boxed RAF185R 12.00
Dog Tag & Chain - Red Arrows Diamond Nine RAFATDTR 4.50
Giftwrap - One Sheet - Red Arrows LSGW2R 3.00
Giftwrap - One Sheet - Spitfire/Lancaster LSGW1R 3.00
Hip Flask - Red Arrows RAF263R 13.00
Hip Flask stainless steel roundel/wording boxed FL2 10.00
Jotter - 3D Live Life - Apache 3DLLJAR 4.00
Jotter - 3D Live Life - BBMF 3DLLJLR 4.00
Keyring - BoB Teddy Pilot 75BBPKRR 4.50
Keyring - Harrier boxed RAF139R 6.50
Keyring - Hurricane boxed RAF141R 6.50
Keyring - Lancaster boxed RAF142R 6.50
Keyring - RAF Leather fob K2 5.50
Keyring Red Arrows cloth K12 4.50
Keyring - Spitfire boxed RAF140R 6.50
Keyring Tornado boxed RAF138R 6.50
Keyring Typhoon boxed RAF137R 6.50
Keyring Vulcan boxed RAF148R 6.50
Lanyard - Red Arrows RAFATLYR    4.50
Letter opener RAF Crest Nickel boxed L4B 14.00
Magnet - 3D Live Life - Apache 3DLLMAR 3.00
Magnet - 3D Live Life - BBMF 3DLLMLR 3.00
Magnet - 3D Live Life - Red Arrows 3DLLMRR 3.00
Magnet - 3D Live Life - Spitfire 3DLLMSR 3.00
Notebook & Pen - Red Arrows Diamond Nine RAFATNPR 4.50
Pen “Ace Pilot” boxed PEN1 10.50
Pen “Clear for Take Off”boxed PEN2 10.50
Pencil Sharpener - Spitfire SPITPSR 3.00
Pennant - RAF Crest gold wired (as B19) P3 36.00
Pennant Sqn/Station to order 6/8 wks gold wired P1 36.00
Purse - Soft Black RAF367R 15.00
Ribbon RAF 1 1/4” wide price per metre R4 9..00
Sweetheart Silver/Marcasite Brooch boxed R3           110.00
Table flag with 10”pin RAF M5 6.00
Tankard one pint Pewter - RAF boxed T3RAF 38.50

www.rafashop.com Telephone: 01892 600191
Tea towel - Battle of Britain T23 4.50
Tea towel - Bomber Command T24 4.50
Tea towel - Coastal Command T22 4.50
Tea towel - Help the RAF, Join the WAAF   T33 7.00
Tea towel - RAF (red - aircraft) T31 4.50
Tea towel - RAF Ensign & Lancaster T43 4.50
Tea towel - Spitfire and Hurricane T32 4.50
Tea towel - Union flag T34 4.50
Teddy Battle of Britain Pilot 9” BOBTBR 20.00
Teddy Flt Lt Uniformed with kit bag TED2 36.00
Teddy Red Arrows Flying Suit RAFATBFS 20.00
Teddy Veteran with kit bag, TED3 36.00
Tie Slide - Red Arrows Hawk boxed RAF269R 12.00
Tie Slide Wings Silver Plated boxed CTS6 10.50
Wallet Leather - RAF Logo boxed RAF203R 18.00
Wallet Leather - RAF Wings boxed RAF202R 18.00
Wallet - Red Arrows Silhouette RAF259R 18.00
Wallet - Red Arrows Crest RAF260R 18.00
Wall shield - RAF Crest boxed S12 48.50
Wall shield - Sqn/Unit/Station - to order boxed S99 71.50
Watchstrap nylon - RAF colours W1 9.00

Lapel and Stud Badge
Bomber Command stud badge boxed LB1 4.50
Coastal Command stud badge boxed LB2 4.50
Fighter Command stud badge boxed LB3 4.50
Maintenance Command stud badge boxed LB4 4.50
“My Daughter is Serving” Badge boxed R7 13.50
“My Son is Serving” Badge boxed R6 13.50
RAF Crest Mini stud badge boxed B32 2.50
RAF Ensign Badge boxed B31 4.00
RAF Medical stud badge boxed LB13 4.50
RAF Police stud badge boxed LB14 4.50
RAF Regiment stud badge boxed LB15 4.50
RAF Wings pin badge Silver Plated boxed   RAF188R 11.99
Strike Command stud badge boxed LB6 4.50
Support Command stud badge boxed LB7 4.50
Transport Command stud badge boxed LB8 4.50
Wings - Gold/Blue Enamel Kings Crown boxed LB10 6.50
Wings - Gold/Blue Enamel, Queens Crown boxed LB12 6.50
Wings - Gold effect  Queens Crown boxed LB16 6.50
Wings - Silver/Blue Enamel Kings Crown boxed LB9 6.50
Wings - Silv/Blue Enamel Queens Crown boxed LB11 6.50
WAAF brooch badge boxed LR2 4.50
WRAF brooch badge boxed LR1 4.50

Prints
Air Sea Rescue Launch Ltd Edition print P25 23.50
Bob Doe signed prints - call for designs & availability P30            10.00
Come into My Parlour WWI Ltd Edition print P28 10.00
The Drop 1917 46 Sqn WWI Ltd Edition print P26 10.00
The Drop 54 Sqn WWI Ltd Edition print P27 10.00

MISCELLANEOUS

Gifts
Apron Cotton - Union Flag U2 10.50
Double Oven Glove - Union flag U3 8.00
Medal Holder - plastic - takes 5 mounted medals M10 6.50
Napkins pk 12 - Union flag when folded U4 3.50
Notepad - Black/White BWNPR 5.00
Table Flag with 10”pin Union 6” x 3” M4 6.00
Wooden Base for Table Flags M7 4.50

Glassware: UK only. RAF or RAF Association crest. Lancashire Crystal. 
Made to order - 2-4 weeks.Wording can be added to some items at cost.
Most items presentation boxed. Despatch to UK only.

Wine, Champagne, Hi-Ball, Whisky - pairs or sixes  £66.00 / £159.50
Whisky, Wine or Ships Decanter £152.50
Scalloped Optical Clock £42.50, Paperweight £31.50. Vase £96.00
Tankard - 1 pt £79.00.  Phone for details and prices or go online.

POSTAGE AND PACKING:

UK orders, please add cost to order

Up to £5.00       Add £1.70
Up to £20.00     Add £3.70
Up to £50.00     Add £5.00
Over £50.00      Add £6.50

Overseas (debit/credit card payment only) charged at cost

Visit www.rafashop.com for more gift ideas

RAFATRAD LTD, UNIT 3, 5 SYBRON WAY, MILLBROOK IND ESTATE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 3DZ UK
A wholly owned subsidiary of The RAF Association,Registered Charity No:226686 (England  Wales), SC037673 (Scotland) to who profits are donated.

Order Code    Price £ Order Code    Price £
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Your holiday
starts with a 
     great place to stay

Three beautiful locations, 
one family of friends

Book your perfect break at Rothbury House, Richard Peck House 
or Flowerdown House today. Call 0800 018 2361 or visit  

www.rafa.org.uk/wingsbreaks for more information.Patron: Her Majesty The Queen
Registered Charity 226686 (England & Wales). SC037673 (Scotland).

S TAY  W I T H  F R I E N D S
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