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Useful Contact Numbers

The Royal Air Forces Association
Leicester Office

1171/2 Loughborough Road,
Leicester.
LE4 5ND

Telephone: 0116 266 5224

website: www.rafa.org.uk

Area Office Contact Details

Northern

Area Office and North West Office
Sterling Court,
Offices 1 to 4,

Leyland Business Park, 
Leyland, PR25 3GR.

Telephone: 01772 426930

North East Office
Halifax Block,

RAF Linton on Ouse,
YO30 2AJ.

Telephone 01347 847525/847496

South-East and Eastern

Area Office and Eastern Office
1171/2 Loughborough Road, 

Leicester, LE4 5ND

Telephone: Office 0116 266 5224
Welfare: 0116 268 8781/8782

South East Office
3-5 Old Bridge Street, 

Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 4BU.

Telephone: 020 8286 6667

Scotland and Northern Ireland

Area Office and Scotland Office
20 Queen Street, 

Edinburgh, EH2 1JX.

Telephone: 0131 225 5221

Northern Ireland Office
21 Talbot Street,
Belfast, BT1 2LD.

Telephone: 02890 325718

Useful RAF Association Contact Addresses and Telephone Numbers

Wales, Midland and
South Western 

Area Office & South Western Office
RAFA House, Chancel Lane,

Pinhoe, Exeter. EX4 8JU

Telephone: 01392 462088

Wales Office
Celynen Collieries Institute

Memorial Hall,
High Street, Newbridge, 

Newport. NP11 4FH

Telephone: 01495 249522

Midland Office
The Windermere Club, 
110 Wake Green Road,

Moseley, Birmingham. B13 9PZ

Telephone: 0121 449 9356

Overseas

21 Talbot Street,
Belfast, BT1 2LD.

02890 325718

The RAF Families Federation
13-15 St Georges Road

Wittering
Peterborough

PE8 6DL

Telephone: 01780 781650
website: www.raf-ff.org.uk

Flowerdown House
55 Beach Road,

Weston Super Mare. 
BS23 1BH

Telephone: 01934 621664
website: www.homesfromhome.org.uk

Rothbury House
Rothbury,
Morpeth.
NE65 7TT

Telephone: 01669 620235
website: www.homesfromhome.org.uk

Richard Peck House
1 St Thomas Road,
Lytham St Annes.

FY8 1JL

Telephone: 01253 725519
website: www.homesfromhome.org.uk
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NEWS Updates and information for members and the wider RAF family

As Annual Conference is such an important event in
our calendar, my update this time will focus on
Eastbourne.

We had a really good conference and the feedback we’ve
received from the members attending has been very positive.

People very much liked the style, format and presentation of
the conference pack, in fact 97 per cent of those who
responded gave us the big thumbs up. And it appeared that
we got it there on time for most of you. We will be looking to
improve the content of the brochure for 2016 and to reduce
the number of loose papers that have accompanied it in
previous years.

The registration process saw a huge improvement over 2015,
with many welcoming the opportunity to register on the
Friday night. Having Area Directors co-ordinate the signing in
of ‘their’ Branches clearly proved a winner too. Be assured that
we will be printing names larger on the badges for next year,
to make sure those of us who need to wear glasses
occasionally can read them! 

On a similar theme, we recognise that in trying to make
presentations as short as possible quite a lot of information
was put on the screens. With hindsight we should have used
less information to make slides easier to read. Overall, though,
there were many very positive comments about the
information being shared.

We tried electronic voting for the first time this year and
despite one or two hiccups the overwhelming response was
very positive and many are keen to use the system again.
Several delegates suggested that Branches can practice at
Area Conferences, but also have some additional training and
support at Annual Conference.

The majority of members and delegates expressed a wish to
book for Blackpool 2016 online. This option will be

investigated, as well as offering conference material 
online earlier, but this won’t replace the hard copy
conference pack.

Looking beyond 2016 and following the overwhelming
support by Conference, we will be exploring venues close to
the National Memorial Arboretum for the 2018 Conference.
Findings will be presented in 2016 to give Branches and
delegates plenty of time to prepare for the possible
alternative to traditional venues.

And on that note I say goodbye and we all look forward to
seeing you at the Hilton Hotel in Blackpool in 2016.

From the Secretary General

The following people were awarded National Presidential Certificates to coincide with 
HM The Queen’s Birthday Honours List in recognition of their ongoing support and dedication 
to the RAF Association.

RAFA Calendar Girls Carterton/Brize Norton Branch
Mr Geoff Bridgman Calne and District Branch
Mr John Duke Chepstow and District Branch
Mr Mick Flory Teignmouth Branch
Mr Roy Lobley BEM Swindon Branch
Mr Howard Provis Barry Branch

National Presidential Certificates
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RAF Cosford 
Air Show
donation
Thank you to the RAF Cosford Air Show for

another generous donation. 

Director of Fundraising & Marketing Michael Bolton,
pictured right, accepted a cheque from RAF Cosford’s
Station Commander, Gp Capt Adam Sansom, when he
attended the launch of this year’s show.

George Kirby and Doreen Luckie got married on
13 June in the hotel where they live in
Eastbourne. It was a special day for another

reason – it was also George’s 103rd birthday! This made
them the oldest couple in the world to get married.

George joined the RAF in 1933 as a physical training
instructor and served for 25 years. Instead of wedding gifts
the couple asked for donations to the RAF Association and a
Navy charity. 

While in Eastbourne for our Annual Conference, President 
AM Sir Dusty Miller went to congratulate the happy couple
on their upcoming wedding and to thank them for choosing
to donate to the Association.

A very special
wedding

What’s happening on social media?
Here’s a selection of some of our most popular recent tweets and Facebook posts.
Have you joined the conversation yet?
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Now in its 26th year the Shoreham Airshow has become one of the
highlights of the European airshow calendar. From humble
beginnings as a small fete in the corner of Shoreham Airport which

raised £1,300, to last year’s show which raised in excess of £200,000, the
show has raised over £2 million for the Association.

To mark this incredible milestone a symbolic presentation of a cheque for 
£2 million was made to the Association at the show’s launch day in May.

“We did the same when we reached £1 million and now we have reached
£2 million, we felt it would be nice to do something similar ,” said Derek Harber, 
airshow organiser.

The cheque was presented to our President AM Sir Dusty Miller, who said: “What
an achievement to have raised such a terrific amount for our Association. The
hours of work that the team at Shoreham puts into running this event proves to
others that if it runs in a professional manner you can compete with the world’s
best aviation events. As all of you are volunteers, you should be so proud!” 

Vic Norman, who runs the Aerosuperbatics, Brietling Wing Walkers, was also at
the launch. He has displayed at all 25 airshows and has been named as Patron for
the 2016 event. He said: “In my opinion Shoreham is the best UK airshow; it is a
family event and one of the pilot’s favourite venues. I am so honoured to be
asked to be its Patron for this year.”

The 2015 Airshow broke all records and won several major awards including
being nominated as the Best UK Airshow by Aeroplane Magazine. “It is going to
be a hard act to follow this year, but rest assured we have a lot of new exciting
displays to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain,” commented
Rod Dean, Flying Display Director.

To see the latest list of aircraft that will be flying at Shoreham on Saturday 
22 August and Sunday 23 August go to www.shorehamairshow.co.uk

£2 million from Shoreham

Strengthening our membership is a
key part of the Association’s ongoing
work, as without our members we

have no organisation. To help Branches
recruit and retain members we are
launching two new schemes: Helping Hand
and Branchmatch Grants. Branches that are
voting members of the Association can
apply for either form of support.

Helping Hand Grants 

Branches can apply for a grant of between £500
and £1,500 which is matched (where possible)
by the Branch’s own contribution. These can be
used for improvements to a Branch’s facilities to
support the recruitment and retention of
members, which can include Branch premises
(not bar serving areas) or equipment, the
formation of new Branches or the replacement
of standards. This does not include works that
would be classified as annual maintenance.

Branchmatch Grant

Branches can apply for a grant of between
£1,500 and £5,000 which must be matched by
the Branch’s own contribution. They are
intended for capital improvements to a 
Branch’s facilities which will support the
retention and recruitment of members. These
can include Branch premises (all areas apart
from the bar service area) and equipment 
which supports members.

A Branch can apply for a maximum of £5,000
over a 24 month period. The 24 months is
calculated from the date of the final drawdown
of any previous award. This can be a combination
of Helping Hand and Branchmatch grants.

Full details, including application forms and
information on the process and when and 
how a Branch will receive funds are available
from helpinghand@rafa.org.uk and
branchmatch@rafa.org.uk or by calling your
local Branch Support Officer through your 
Area Office.

Extending a
helping hand
to Branches

As well as being the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain, 2015 also sees the 70th anniversary of Victory in Japan Day on
15 August.

The next issue of Air Mail will include some of your memories from the Far East Campaign, so if you would like to tell your story, please
email marketing@rafa.org.uk or write to: Far East Stories

RAF Association
1171/2 Loughborough Road
Leicester
LE4 5ND 

Share your Far East stories
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Bernard and Brenda Russell are the latest Wings Lotto rollover
winners, having just landed winnings of £4,750.

“I wanted to join the
RAF but was turned
down because I was
colour-blind.
Nevertheless I have
always supported the
RAF and gave up the
National Lottery for the
Association’s Wings
Lotto game as it is for
such a good cause,”
says Bernard, a taxi
driver who lives in
Ashford in Kent.

“The winnings have
come at a very opportune moment as we have plans for the garden. My wife
is not as mobile as she was, so we are levelling out the garden, removing the
steps and landscaping it. That work starts soon so it was fantastic to get a
call to say we had won the rollover.”

Playing Wings Lotto is a great way to help support the work of the RAF
Association. Every week we guarantee that someone will win the first prize
of £1,000, and with our rollover feature you could win up to £10,000.

Joining Wings Lotto couldn’t be simpler, sign up on line at
www.rafa.org.uk/get-involved/wings-lotto where you can enter the lottery
using a credit or debit card or set up a direct debit. You can request an
application form by calling 0800 0182 361.

Air Mail2015 july-september 5

RAF Scampton VE Day reunion 2015

On 7 May 2015 RAF Scampton hosted a reunion commemorating VE Day. Over 120 guests attended the event
many of whom were Second World War veterans from Bomber Command. Dambuster Johnny Johnson and
Dr Mary Stopes-Roe (Barnes Wallis’s daughter) also attended. By kind permission of the Station Commander

Wg Cdr Harrop, the station’s Heritage Centre was the venue for what turned out to be a memorable occasion.

Miss Annie Andrews started the day by singing a selection of familiar songs from the 1940s. The Red Arrows added excitement
as they conducted a routine training sortie, enjoyed by all. Guests were able to visit the rooms and displays on show within the
Heritage Centre, including Wg Cdr Guy Gibson’s office, which has been reconstructed to its original 1943 layout.

The visit ended with a number of low-level passes by the Lancaster from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, with its four Merlin
engines singing out once again over familiar ground.

Taking Talking 
Air Mail to greater
heights

The Yorkshire Region has produced the
audio version of Air Mail for the past 20
years. We are grateful to all the volunteers

who have recorded, edited and distributed this to
our members who have partial or full sight loss.

We would like to particularly thank Ian Wroe for his
dedication and commitment in producing Talking
Air Mail since 1996. He was working as a recording
engineer for Huddersfield’s Kirklees Recorder talking
newspaper at the time and took on the production
side of the project – perhaps not realising he would
still be in the driving seat almost 20 years later!

Ian is yet another example of the vital and varied
work our volunteers do.

We are developing Talking Air Mail to enable more
people to benefit from it. For example, 
non-visually-impaired members may prefer to
receive an audio version of the magazine, so they
can listen on the move. 

Please email lisa.thipthorp@rafa.org.uk or call 
01780 783645 if you or a member you know would
like to receive Talking Air Mail.

Wings win will help make
garden grow!
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The ‘Battle of Britain Scramble’ will take place on
15 September. Starting at RAF Wittering at 0830hrs,
teams of four must make their way to a secret location

in London by whatever means they can by 1700hrs.

Sounds simple? Oh, did we mention that this must be done
without money?

The dress code, for those interested in sartorial matters, will be
Battle of Britain themed attire.

At the start of the scramble teams will be issued with a 
mission brief, a collecting bucket and co-ordinates of the
finishing point.

Prizes will be given for the fastest team, the best dressed team
and the most money raised en route.

For further details email challenge-events@rafa.org.uk or call
0800 0182 361.

Over and out!

Are you ready for a special
Battle of Britain mission?

july-september 2015Air Mail6

Sgt Ali Hedworth of XXIV Sqn, RAF Brize Norton led a team of
dedicated volunteers to deliver another successful Lechlade
duck race.

Over 4,000 people attended the race on the River Thames in Gloucestershire and an amazing 3,500 ducks were
sold. The race was started by Manish Bhasin, who presents the Football League Show, and Miss Wiltshire. 

RAF Brize Norton personnel were on hand to help out – over 60 of them, along with volunteers from Lechlade Lions and Highworth
Canoe Club. More than 30 young people from Brize Norton Air Cadets and Fairford Maritime Cadets helped out too. 

The total raised is still being tallied, but Ali estimates the event will have raised over £4,000 for the Association.

Well done and thank you to everyone who helped make this day a success. Now to start planning for next year!

Lechlade duck race provides
another quacking day out!

When making your Will your first priority should be to provide for your
loved ones and then any causes that are dear to you. Leaving the RAF
Association a gift in your Will helps us continue to support the RAF family.

These acts of generosity are one of the most valuable and lasting ways to show
your support. No matter how small an amount, an item or a percentage of an
estate, your gift helps us to provide vital support to those that need it the most.

If you would like further information about gifts in Wills or our Will-writing
service, please call Vinny Manak on 0116 268 8791 or visit
www.rafa.org.uk/legacy

Every gift in every Will makes a difference

Photo: © Marc Blackwell Photography
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Many football fans dream of visiting all 92 football
league grounds, but very few dream of visiting them
all within 92 hours!

Nige Owen, Steve Hoole, Nick Hanny, Steve Foley and 
Jamie Cumming from RAF Leeming did just that in May.

After a New Year’s Eve conversation a team was formed and a
plan was hatched. Within a few weeks they had planned a route
which would take just 76 hours. The team realised that larger
cities would cause the biggest problem, so the route and 
timings were built around visiting cities at night. Steve Hoole
contacted Vauxhall and the CEO donated a vehicle, plus fuel, 
for the entire journey.

Nige said: “We chose to raise money for the RAF Association as it
is the primary Air Force charity and a few of the team had used Storybook Wings while on deployment.”

The team set off from Sunderland’s Stadium of Light and made such good time that they took a detour to Wembley Stadium. Their luck
continued so the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff became bonus ground number two.

Finally they pulled up at their 92nd ground, Newcastle’s St James Park but Steve and Nige, being Sunderland fans, had already planned
that they would never finish the challenge at their rival’s ground. Everyone got back in the car and finished where they had started 71
hours 8 minutes earlier, tired but happy.

There were many high points for the team said Nige: “Reading FC asked us what we were doing  outside their ground at three in the
morning. Once we explained, they said that we were going about it all wrong and should follow them inside where they would allow us
to take a photo. They put all the stadium lights on, brought a ball to the side of the pitch and said let us have a kick-about – any football
fan’s dream!

“We didn’t have good luck the whole time though: one of our team, who shall remain nameless, was so intent on getting food that the
banner we had with our Virginmoneygiving page details on was left in a well-known chain of sandwich shops!”

The team has raised over £1,000 so far. If you’d like to add to this total you can visit
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/92ClubsIn92Hrs

RAF Leeming team’s footie challenge

You could soon be the proud owner of a Hotpoint
digital toaster thanks to member benefits partner
Hotpoint.

Association members can buy household appliances from the
Hotpoint Privilege Purchase Club and get up to 30 per cent off
high street prices. 

Simply follow the link from
the members area of the
Association’s website or
call 01733 287889.

To be in with a chance of
winning the toaster send
your name, address and
telephone number to
competitions@rafa.org.uk
or by post to:

Hotpoint Competition
RAF Association
117½ Loughborough Road
Leicester
LE4 5ND

See www.rafa.org.uk for terms and conditions. Closing date: 31 July 2015.

Win a digital toaster

We asked for your unusual Wings pictures.

Ken Needham from the Letchworth, Hitchin & District Branch
sent us this tasty looking photograph!

Where have you 
seen Wings?
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This year will see the launch of the Association’s new print on demand service. The
service will allow Areas and Branches to tailor and order a range of Association
branded posters and leaflets for membership, welfare, fundraising and

volunteering activities, as well as for Battle of Britain commemorative events.

Items will be available through the print on demand website with areas of editable text, so
you can make the copy specific to your Area or Branch.

The service will be launched this summer and further details will be sent via Area newsletters
and future issues of Air Mail.

july-september 2015Air Mail10

Print on demand is coming...

Ateam of 11 instructors from the Number 1 School of Technical Training at RAF Cosford will be cycling, running and rowing
25,000 miles to raise money for three charities, including the RAF Association. 

The challenge was the brainchild of Sgt Rick Turner, he said: “The decision to specifically support the three charities comes as my son
has spent time at the Princess Royal Hospital in Telford, and all members of the team, including families, have at some point
experienced support from the RAF Association or Macmillan.”

You can donate to the team’s efforts via http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/Awesomeness21

RAF Cosford team going around the world
to raise money
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“We have given the
squadrons a challenge to
compete against each
other in raising funds. They
all have tins and stickers,
and are encouraged to
come up with their own
ideas to raise money – for
instance making good use
of social media,” says Darrell. “We have set each squadron a
challenge of raising £500, possibly £800. If they each achieve
£500, the 37 squadrons will raise £18,500.”

The initiative is also being used to promote rafaYOUTH, the
online youth membership scheme for young flying enthusiasts
who are into aviation and adventure. At the last Greater
Manchester Training Day, 74 new members joined rafaYOUTH. 

Flt Sgt Vikki Moore has already received an Area Presidential
Certificate for her work on the scheme and our President 
AM Sir Dusty Miller, has presented every cadet who fundraised
for the Association last year with a certificate. The most
successful squadron in the Northern Area was No 1832 (North
Manchester) Squadron which raised over £1,000.

For ideas on how your Branch or Area can work more closely with
ATC squadrons, contact Youth Community Manager Helen Gibson
on 0116 268 8789 or email helen.gibson@rafa.org.uk

The RAF Association Motorcycle Branch and its members
got the biking season well and truly underway with over
5,000 other bikers. The Branch President Air Cdre Lee

and member SAC Meade were just a few of the riders that
took part in the Bike 4 Life ride along the M54 from
Shrewsbury to the RAF Museum at RAF Cosford. The ride was
led by ex World Superbike champion Carl Fogarty, supported
by former Top Gear presenter Richard Hammond.

With more events planned this year the Branch will be
representing the Association at Ride to the Wall at the National
Arboretum, the Battle of Britain Memorial ride from RAF Halton’s
Motorcycle Club and many more. If you would like to join the
Branch, become a committee member or support in any way
please get in touch. See details at www.rafamcc.wordpress.com

Air Mail2015 july-september 11

Member benefits partner CS
Healthcare has launched an
innovative new product aimed

at bridging the gap between the NHS
and private cover, connecting people to
more affordable healthcare.

HealthBridge provides a range of benefits
up to an overall limit of £15,000 per
person per policy year, helping avoid
possible lengthy NHS waiting times. 

*RAF Association Members receive their first month’s cover free when they join. Full terms and conditions apply and are available on request directly from CS Healthcare. This offer is not
available in conjunction with any other offer and is not available to existing members of CS Healthcare including those who cancel and rejoin. **Further details on terms of underwriting are
available at www.cshealthcare.co.uk. ^Calls may be recorded and may be monitored for training, quality assurance purposes and/or prevention and detection of crime.

Connected healthcare: new product launched by CS Healthcare

Air Training Corps (ATC) squadrons in the Greater
Manchester area are being encouraged to
compete with one another to raise funds for the

RAF Association. A new initiative has been launched to
`make every day a Wings day’ and also raise awareness of
rafaYOUTH.

The man behind the project is the RAF Association’s
Northern Area Director Darrell Slater-Smith. He said: “I was in
the ATC myself and remember that every September
someone would turn up with Wings Appeal collecting tins.
They would then come back at the end of the month, collect
the tins, announce how much we had raised and disappear
again until the next September.”

After 13 years in the RAF, Darrell became Northern Area
Director five years ago. He felt that times had not moved on
in the area and resolved to change it. He discovered that
eight ATC squadrons in the North West had not collected for
the Wings Appeal in the previous five years. 

There are no Branches within the M60 around Manchester, so
consequently there is little fundraising. Darrell decided to
use Greater Manchester as a test-bed with the ATC
squadrons in that area. Flt Sgt Vikki Moore has been
appointed as the Great Manchester ATC Wing’s first Charities
Officer and she acts as a link between the Association and
the local ATC squadrons.

A bit of Wings Appeal competition

Motorcycle Branch back on the road after relaunch

HealthBridge provides support when it is
needed at a local hospital guided by CS
Healthcare. Heart and cancer treatment
and surgery would need to be undertaken
on the NHS, however HealthBridge’s range
of recovery and support benefits will help
ensure a smooth recovery.

With no need to complete a health
questionnaire, joining is straightforward
and simple with pre-existing conditions

automatically excluded under Moratorium
Underwriting terms**. 

More information about HealthBridge can
be found at www.cshealthcare.co.uk

Contact CS Healthcare today on 
0800 917 4325^ for a quote. RAF
Association members receive their first
month’s cover FREE*. Simply quote
promotional code 880.
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This year’s Annual Conference was held at the Devonshire
Park Centre in Eastbourne from 15-17 May.

Around 400 members came to the sunny seaside town to hear
about the progress being made to revitalise the organisation
and ensure we continue to support the RAF family well into 
the future. 

We were pleased to have local media interest and also a
mention on BBC Radio 2’s Steve Wright in the Afternoon show!

As ever, Friday afternoon was dedicated to our serving
members, our RAF Association Liaison Officers (RAFALOs). Their
seminar included updates from all parts of the Association and
gave them the opportunity to share ideas on how we, as a
charity, can help them in their role as the link between the
central organisation and the serving RAF family. They were also
able to quiz members of the senior management team. 

On Friday evening an informal ‘meet and greet’ event was
held in the Floral Hall. It gave members a chance to catch up
with old friends and socialise with new ones.

National Presidential Certificate winners attended a drinks
reception where our President Sir Dusty
was able to meet recipients and find out
more about their outstanding
contributions to the Association. This gave
him the welcome opportunity to
personally thank all those who have put in
so much time and effort to support their
fellow RAF family members.

Conference was officially opened on
the Saturday morning with the
traditional parade of standards, a
welcome address from the Mayor of
Eastbourne, Cllr Janet Coles and a reply
from our President.

After the ceremonial element came the
business of Conference and a presentation
by Secretary General Nick Bunting on
performance in 2014 and what the future
holds for the Association.

RAF Association Annual Conference 2015
David Prowse, Director of Membership and Operations then
introduced a section on the theme of this year’s conference –
volunteering. More information on the six volunteers
highlighted can be found on page 18.

Following the volunteering
presentation Conference
attendees were fortunate
to hear an update by the
Chief of the Air Staff, 
Sir Andrew Pulford. He
gave a comprehensive
update on today’s RAF,
covering its people,
operations and aircraft
updates. He went on to
underline the importance
of the RAF charities

including the
Association, in
their
contribution to
the ‘Whole
Force
Approach’,
alongside civil
servants,
contractors, Regulars and Reserves. CAS’s speech
was as informative and lively as ever and we’re very
grateful for his time.

Last September we were delighted to attend the
prestigious Third Sector Excellence Awards, as the
Association received recognition in two categories.
Ena Day, who had just been on stage was highly
commended for over 60 years of volunteering, as
was Lisa Thipthorp, Storybook Wings Manager. Both
were invited to the stage to receive their certificates
from CAS.

More accolades followed with the presentation of this year’s
Flying Scholarships. You can read more about the outstanding
young people on page 27. National Presidential Certificates
were then presented by Sir Dusty.

Conference business got underway after
lunch, with presentations of the Annual
Conference Committee’s report by the
Chairman of the Committee, Taff Rees.
Nigel Bairsto followed with his Chairman
of Central Council’s report and Philip
Tagg, who was reappointed unopposed
as Honorary Treasurer, gave a financial
and auditor’s report for 2014. 

A number of resolutions were discussed
and voted on before Conference was
closed for the day. Details of resolutions
carried, lost and withdrawn can be found
on page 14.

The Mayor of Eastborne, Cllr Janet Coles

Sir Andrew Pulford

RAFALO seminar
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Lord Stirrup trophy, awarded for the highest net collection per
member excluding airshows in the UK - Carrickfergus

Trefusis Forbes trophy, awarded for the highest net collection
per member including airshows (overseas) - Jersey

Bill Bailey trophy, awarded for the highest net collection per
member excluding airshows (overseas) - Luxembourg

Sir Douglas Bader trophy, awarded for the highest Wings
Appeal collection per capita by an ATC Squadron - No 2117
(Kenfig Hill) Squadron

Sir Robert Saundby trophy, awarded for the highest Wings
Appeal collection by an ATC Squadron - No 1224 (Wharfedale)
Squadron

Shell Mex Trophy, awarded for the area with the highest
percentage annual membership renewal - Northern Area
Overseas Membership trophy, awarded to the Branch with the
highest percentage increase in membership - Trinidad & Tobago

Amodio trophy, awarded to the overseas branch with the
highest number of new members - Trinidad & Tobago

President’s Cup, awarded to the Branch judged to have made
the most outstanding achievement in the year - Ayr & Prestwick

Dickie Collins Branch Club Efficiency trophy, awarded to the
Branch Club that is judged to be the most efficient of those 
Clubs whose parent Branch has over 200 ordinary or life
members - Torquay

Best Branch newsletter trophy - Kenley & Caterham

RAF Stations and Units

Lord Tedder trophy, awarded for the highest Wings Appeal
collection - RAF Brize Norton

Sir Charles Wheeler trophy, awarded for the highest Wings
Appeal collection per head in the UK - RAF Linton-on-Ouse

Marquis of Amodio trophy for RAF Stations, awarded to the
RAF station that recruited the highest number of new members
pro rata to unit personnel - RAF Northolt 

Air Mail2015 july-september 13

Conference Awards and Gala Evening

The Floral Hall was the venue for this year’s glittering event,
with Tim Humphries from BFBS taking to the stage again to
announce the winners.

Thanks are due to the Bognor Regis Branch Choir, the Central
Band of the Royal Air Force, Association favourite Heather Marie
and Flt Lt Matt Little for their musical contributions.

Branch trophies for Wings Appeal Collection

Sir Thomas Pike trophy, awarded for the highest net Wings
Appeal collection, including airshows - Shoreham-by-Sea

Lord Craig trophy, awarded for the highest net Wings Appeal
collection, excluding airshows - Carrickfergus 

Gwynne-Vaughan trophy, awarded for the highest net
collection per member including airshows in the UK - 
Shoreham-by-Sea

Air Mail

continued on next page

Lord Craig and Lord Stirrup trophies - Carrickfergus Branch Treasurer Isobel Day

Shell Mex trophy - Northern Area President Martin Watkins

Sir Charles Wheeler trophy - RAF Linton-on-Ouse FS Dominic Owen
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Ken Jago trophy, awarded for the highest Wings Appeal
collection per head in overseas - JFC Brunssum

Airshow Plate, awarded for exceptional achievement by an RAF
station or unit in support of airshows - RAF Scampton 

Sir Geoffrey Bromet RAF Unit trophy, awarded to the station or
unit that demonstrates exceptional achievement in support of
the Association - RAF Wittering

Wally Marriott trophy, awarded to the RAF Association Liaison
Officer judged to have made an outstanding contribution to the
Association throughout the year  - Cpl Kerry Sawyer from
RAF Marham

Conference Resolutions
Resolutions carried

Resolution 1

This Conference resolves that the requirement for Associate
Members to be sponsored by Ordinary or Life Members be
rescinded with effect from 1 January 2016 and that the
governing documents be amended accordingly.

Resolution 4

This Conference resolves that when several Members of Area or
Central Rolls attend Annual Conference they may elect a
Delegate from amongst themselves to that Conference with full
voting rights and voting strength equal to the number of such
attendees, this to take effect for Annual Conference 2016
onwards and that the governing documents be amended
accordingly.

Resolution 6

This Conference resolves that Conference 2017 be held in
Eastbourne.

Resolution 7

This Conference resolves that Council considers a venue near the
National Memorial Arboretum (Alrewas) for Conference 2018 and
reports its findings to Conference 2016.

Resolution 8

This Conference reminds Central Council that a resolution
adopted by Conference is binding on the Association and it is
incumbent on Central Council to ensure that the staff implement

the resolution in the spirit in which it was adopted and the
supporting comments behind the resolution are taken into
account in its implementation.

Resolution 9

This Conference recognising the mutual benefit to squadrons,
units and Branches, urges all Branches to adopt Air Cadet
Organisations (Air Training Corps/Combined Cadet Forces [RAF],
Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets, Air Scouts and Air Explorer
Scouts) in their locality and therefore effectively supporting
these organisations in their work of providing sources of efficient
personnel to the RAF.

Resolution 11

This Conference resolves that the class of four year Ordinary and
Associate Membership be withdrawn for prospective new
Ordinary and Associate Members with effect from 1 January
2016.

Resolution 15
This Conference applauds the issue of car stickers to all Members
and requests that as the tax disc is now discontinued, a car
sticker that could occupy the space previously occupied by the
tax disc is produced.
Emergency resolution 16

Propose that for one year only Central Council are authorised to
co-opt onto Central Council a Member with welfare experience.

Resolutions not carried

Resolution 5

This Conference resolves that a Registered Members Group (RMG)
can, should they wish to, qualify to receive membership and
welfare (and any other qualifying) rebates and that any such
financial assets that they may accrue can be administered by a
neighbouring Branch.

Resolution 10

This Conference resolves that the class of Associate Membership
without Air Mail be withdrawn for prospective new Ordinary and
Associate Members with effect from 1 January 2016.

Resolution 13

This Conference regretting that Overseas Members do not
qualify to enjoy the same privileges  afforded to UK Members
(e.g. discounts and offers etc) resolves that Central Headquarters
aims to rectify this situation.

Resolutions withdrawn

Resolution 2

This Conference resolves that application for Associate
Membership of a Branch shall be made directly to the Secretary
of the Branch in a similar fashion to the procedure for application
as an Ordinary Member as laid down in Byelaw 5(1) and the
governing documents be amended accordingly.

Resolution 12

Central Headquarters is requested to be more pro-active in
promoting access to the online version of Air Mail.

Resolution 14

This Conference resolves that where a Branch or Member has an
email address hard copies of correspondence will not be sent.

Resolution 3 - fell due to resolution 1 being carried

This Conference resolves that Associate Members of a Branch 
may, in addition to Ordinary or Life Members, also propose
prospective new Associate Members and that Byelaw 5(3) be
amended accordingly.

continued from previous page

Trefusis Forbes trophy - Jersey Branch Chairman Martin Willing
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This year’s Wally Marriott trophy was awarded to
Cpl Kerry Sawyer, an armourer at RAF Marham. The
award is for the RAFALO making an outstanding

contribution to the Association.

According to Norwich Branch President, Stuart Colbourne,
who nominated her for the award: “Kerry has given
unstinting and constant support to the Norwich Branch. Over
the past three years she has been instrumental in raising
funds for the Association in every conceivable way. Her
endless energy and tireless support for the Branch and the
Association has been truly inspirational.

“Kerry has turned out to collect on the streets of Norwich in
all weathers, served as an escort to her Branch Standard
during Battle of Britain parades and been the pivotal link
between the Branch and RAF Marham. She has been
instrumental in organising the Branch’s involvement in
station activities, which has cemented relations between the
RAF and the Association for which the Branch is extremely
grateful.”

Adding to the nomination, Sqn Ldr Phil Haddon, RAF
Marham’s Senior RAFALO, said: “I have been privileged to
have Cpl Sawyer on my committee. During my tenure I
witnessed a professional and proactive key member who was
actively involved with the Association in many roles. Kerry
was instrumental with her passion and enthusiasm which led
to her becoming involved with attendance at both the Area
and Annual Conferences, co-ordinating and collecting for the Wings Appeal in 2013 on the station and with the Norwich Branch,
leading and assisting with the Association’s fundraising stall at the 2013 RAF Marham airshow. She has also supported the Norwich
Branch, where she attended the monthly meetings and provided me with comprehensive feedback on the Branch
concerns/achievements and set up an Association page on RAF Marham’s intranet.

Cpl Sawyer has presented herself as a reliable and trustworthy individual, who is able to deliver a credible output. I have relied on
her quality of information. In my time on the committee her performance has never been found wanting. She has been an
outstanding RAFALO and I wholeheartedly recommend Kerry as a candidate for the Wally Marriott trophy.

Flt Lt Si Nelson-Kirby added his endorsement to Kerry’s nomination, saying: “Kerry has been an exceedingly enthusiastic and highly
committed RAFALO. She has dedicated large amounts of her off-duty time to support a wide range of activities, including organising
and hosting a two-day recruitment drive and ‘Rockaoke’ evening at RAF Marham.

“Kerry also helped raise over £600 at Marham’s Friends and Family Day, after arranging for the Association’s mobile exhibition trailer
to be at the event. Overall, Cpl Sawyer’s contribution to the Association has been fantastic.”

David Prowse, Association Director of Membership and Operations, said: “Kerry is one of many RAFALOs who contribute so much to
the RAF family – representing the serving RAF at Branch events, raising awareness on station and in the local community, and raising
money week in, week out. I was particularly pleased to see that Kerry was nominated as RAFALO of the Year, not by her Station
committee, but by a Branch. She has clearly made an impression on the Norwich Branch! Kerry is a well-deserved recipient of the
award and is a credit to the Association and the RAF.”

RAFALO of the Year 2015

Sunday

The final day of Conference started, as ever, with a time to
reflect and commemorate at the Service of Dedication. Many
of our standards were proudly paraded ahead of current and
former members of the RAF and other services in the bright
sunshine. The service was led by new Chaplain in Chief AVM
Jonathan Chaffey and everyone was treated to a spectacular
flypast by a Spitfire from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.
Many passers-by stopped to pay tribute to the many men and
women of the Royal Air Force who have given their lives in
defence of our country.

Conference was then concluded with the presentation of parade
trophies, the final resolutions carried over from Saturday, a vote 
of thanks and the closing ceremony.

Bags were packed, trains were boarded, cars were started up and
everyone made their way home after a very successful and
enjoyable conference. 

We look forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at the Hilton Hotel in 

Blackpool next year.
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Annual Conference 2015 in pictures
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The theme of this year’s Annual Conference was
volunteering, so what better way to highlight the
commitment and dedication so many of you show to

the Association and those we support than to talk to
some volunteers? 

Everyone who volunteers does so for a different, personal
reason, and the nature of their volunteering varies too. As there
was only time to showcase six volunteers it is important to bear
in mind that this is only a tiny and brief snapshot of the
enormous amount of time and effort put in by so many of you.

Introducing the session was David Prowse, Director of
Membership and Operations. He started by saying: “At last year’s
Conference we heard about the effect receiving help from the
Association can have on people’s lives, and how serving and
former-serving members of the RAF family have truly benefitted
from the help they have received from people here – most of
whom are volunteers. Volunteers are the lifeblood of this
organisation. This is not an exaggeration – the RAF Association
simply could not function without the tremendous dedication
of those who give their time freely to support us.”

It was only fitting that we recruited a volunteer to help us
recognise the work of our volunteers. BFBS presenter 
Tim Humphries gave up his Saturday to attend Conference 
to present the stories of a small number of those who give up 
time to help others.

Tim introduced each volunteer in turn and either invited 
them onto the stage or played a video if they weren’t able to 
be in Eastbourne.

Don Barltrop

In his years as a
volunteer, retired 
Sqn Ldr Don has
been Secretary of
the Peterborough
Branch, as well as
Huntingdon, and
a member of
Area Council. 

At 81, Don still
finds the time
and energy to
attend Branch
meetings.

Don represents
thousands of RAF Association members who give up hours of
their time in running Branches, delivering welfare, fundraising
and all sorts of roles – and many remain modest about quite
how much they do.

Many, like Don, are getting on in years yet still stand outside a
supermarket with a collecting tin for hours at a time, trudge up
and down streets delivering newsletters or go out into the
community to make visits. This is the friendship, help and
support that Don and everyone like him deliver without
thinking about it.

You can see a video of Don talking about his volunteering on
our YouTube channel www.youtube.com/RAFWingsAppeal

Celebrating you – our volunteers
Sqn Ldr Caz Viles

As well as former-serving RAF personnel who work so hard for
the Association, there is also a large number of serving
personnel who give their time and energy to support and
promote the RAF Association on stations.

One such example is serving Sqn Ldr Caz Viles, who while based
at RAF Brize Norton was the chair of the RAF Association Liaison
Officer (RAFALO) committee. During her time there the
committee raised thousands of pounds every year. 

Caz moved on from Brize and is now at the MOD, where she 
has been for two years. She has set up a new Whitehall Branch of
the Association, as well as remaining a RAFALO supporting her
local Branches in London. Caz is a great advocate for the
Association, and is typical of many members that are 
currently serving.

Ju Hone

The entire Storybook Wings initiative depends on the work of
volunteer editors, as well as administrative help allocating
stories to editors and ensuring that everything runs smoothly. 

Ju’s husband is in the RAF and she volunteered to work in the
Storybook Wings office – as a means to improve her CV and gain
new work skills. Not only did she improve her skills, but she
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So why does Callum choose to support the RAF Association
over, arguably, more modern and well known charities?

You can find out by watching his video on our YouTube channel.

Mrs Ena Day

Ena has been volunteering for the Association for 68 years. She
has raised thousands of pounds for the Association. With
cheerful tenacity she has organised countless fundraising
events such as raffles, table top sales and jumble sales. She has
also spent hundreds of hours collecting for the Wings Appeal in
supermarkets and in the street. This voluntary work ethic
continues today and Ena continues to spend many hours in 
all weathers raising funds to enable the continuing delivery of
welfare to those in need. Ena believes that the welfare of our
serving and retired men and women is paramount, which is 
why she continues to serve our country and society.

Tim concluded by saying: “As an outsider, and someone really
quite new to the RAF Association, I have to say I am struck by
the commitment and dedication of those who give their time
freely to support the organisation – in such a wide-ranging way. 

“What is clear is the fantastic work that is being done by people
who have a special feeling for the RAF family, and it would 
seem to me that the term ‘family’ when used here is exactly the
right word – you are clearly all like family, and I think that
everyone here can really enjoy the right to feel part of
something truly special.”

The videos and interviews showed the vastness of our 
volunteer network, how talented and giving that network is 
and that without your fantastic efforts, this organisation would
simply not exist. But at the same time as celebrating the great
work being done, the Association also has to also be grown up
enough to apply a heavy dose of realism.

There is no denying that, while support for the organisation is
outstanding, we are all part of an ageing membership, and we
should all recognise that work needs to be done to recruit more
volunteers: younger volunteers who can learn and take over,
and secure the longer-term future of the RAF Association for 
the sake of the RAF family.

Barry Furness has led the organisation’s new volunteer strategy
and he concluded the presentation by telling Conference 
about the volunteer recruitment plan, which will be launched
later this year.
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also gained confidence, and completely fell in love with the
work she was doing and the impact her work has on those 
who benefit.

You can see a video of Ju talking about her volunteering on our
YouTube channel.

Cpl Kerry Sawyer

Kerry is RAFALO of the Year, an award given to the RAFALO
deemed by the Association to have given the most in their role
(see page 15).

Kerry has been a massive part of the Association since she
joined, serving on the RAFALO committee at RAF Marham
where she is posted as an armourer. She is also a member of the
Norwich Branch and is always the life and soul of any
Association event: a great example of the energy and
invigoration that our serving members bring.

Callum Readie

With so many charities to support – and many military charities
too – what is it that makes people want to raise money
specifically for the Royal Air Forces Association?

Eighteen year old Callum Readie chose to run the London
Marathon for the Association in 2014, and raised over £2,500.
Since childhood he has done all sorts of sponsored swims, football
events, runs and jobs in an effort to raise money for the charity.
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This was the first of two concerts organised by
Brian Murphy in the Northern Area as part of the
Association’s commemorations of the 75th

anniversary of the Battle of Britain. It was attended by
HM Lord-Lieutenant of County Durham Mrs Sue Snowdon
and a number of local civil and military dignitaries. 

The Band of the Royal Air Force College performed by kind
permission of the Air Force Board and the concert was conducted
and compered by Flt Lt Matt Little GTCL (Hons) FTCL LRSM
DipTCL RAF with guest vocalist Heather Marie.

The concert took us on a musical journey starting with the build
up to the Second World War with conscription and an increase in
the number of workers and output from local factories and
mines. We remembered the Durham Light Infantry in France 
with the Imperial March played on the organ by Canon 
Dr James Lancelot, Master of the Choristers and Organist at Durham Cathedral, and guest vocalist
Heather Marie joined the Band to sing Foggy Day evoking a brief moment of peace that Chamberlain
experienced in the fog at dawn in the early part of the war.

We were reminded of the fear and sacrifices made by families with parents away and the evacuation of
children. The experience of children was brought to life by Molly Joyce reading an account written at the
time by a young girl of a similar age. We continued through the Battle of France to the Battle of Britain
and a chance to hear how it felt to be flying a Spitfire with a poem read by Darlington Branch Secretary
Peter McGraghan.

The war continued and those in military service longed for home. Heather Marie captured that feeling
with a stunning rendition of the shanty Shenandoah. The Band and Choir performed “We Gather Lilacs as
a thank you for the sacrifice made by all involved and a beautiful performance of Fantasy for Violin by 
SAC Hannah Wheway emphasised the plight of all affected by war. 

This year has seen the 70th anniversary of VE Day and the spirit of that day came to life as the audience
joined in with London Parade. Heather Marie sang one of her most popular songs: It’s a Lovely Day
Tomorrow, and Union flags were waving throughout the Cathedral, feeling more like the last night of the
Proms with Pomp and Circumstance No 1. 

The Standards were marched back out to the RAF March and all the performers were given a standing
ovation before Heather Marie’s encore of We’ll Meet Again.   

This entertaining and enjoyable concert showed the diversity of this group of talented musicians while
acknowledging and thanking those that were involved during the Battle of Britain and the Second 
World War.

If you would like to see the Band and Heather Marie perform, there will be another opportunity on 26
September at Liverpool Cathedral.

Free tickets can be requested from the Northern Area office via email to northern@rafa.org.uk or by
calling 01772 426930.

Leading the Nation’s thanks in Durham
Durham Cathedral Concert – Friday 5 June 2015 

All photos: © YCS Photography.
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The RAF Association continues to
commemorate the   75th anniversary of the
Battle of Britain. The Battle of Britain

webpages are now live on our website
www.rafa.org.uk/battleofbritain where you can
find more information about commemorative
events around the country and stories from those
that remember this important time in history. 

The Service at St Paul’s Cathedral on Tuesday 
15 September is open to all Association members
and tickets are also being made available to the
public. You can register your interest in attending 
the service at St Paul’s on the webpage. The closing
date for applications is Monday 20 July and names
and contact details are required for each person
wishing to attend. Further information will be sent
out in August.

We are hoping for a good turnout of Branch
Standards at the St Paul’s Service and are inviting
Branch Standard Bearers to participate.

Any Standard Bearers who wish to be involved 
should contact Mick Larkman, Branch Support
Officer, by emailing mick.larkman@rafa.org.uk or by
calling 0208 286 6667.

Any other queries can be directed to
battleofbritain@rafa.org.uk or by post to:

Battle of Britain Commemorations
RAF Association
117 ½ Loughborough Road
Leicester
LE4 5ND
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Register for Battle of Britain Service
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Don’s story

“During daylight raids, my father would turn the dustbin lid upside down and
stand on it to give him a better view of the dogfights above us. One day he
shouted excitedly that ‘We’ve got one’ and the bin lid split and he fell in it!”
Don McCarthy was eight years old in 1940. They got so used to the bombing
that his mother decided they would only go down to the shelter at the
bottom of the garden when the bombs fell nearer. One night they did get
very near and a blast blew in the window of the bedroom where they were
sleeping.

“Often the sirens went and nothing happened.  Then other times you could hear
the drone of the bombers, then the flak started. I used to wait for my favourite gun
which had a different sound and lasted a bit longer. I don’t know why, but I felt
safer,” says Don. “After the raid, we would go out next morning with a bucket and
collect all the shrapnel.”

Don’s father had served in the First World War but he never knew what exactly he
had done. Plans to research his father’s war record were scuppered by the Blitz
when German bombs destroyed a great deal of paperwork. Don’s brother was a
pilot in the RAF during Second World War and flew nearly 60 operations in the
Western Desert before returning to the UK. His sister also joined the RAF and kept
a record of what she did and got it published before she died. She called it ‘Erk in a
Skirt’.

“During the Battle of Britain, she was actually at RAF Lossiemouth working on
aircraft wreck recovery. She saw some very distressing sights including a terrible
collision between a Wellington and a Mosquito. She remembered buying extra
pairs of underwear as the young lads going out on missions always wanted to take
a pair with them as a lucky charm,” said Don who lives near Scunthorpe. He
followed his brother and sister into the RAF when he turned 17 in 1951, serving as
an MT mechanic for five years.
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Young memories of the Battle of Britain
Thank you to everyone who got in touch with their memories of the Battle of Britain. We had a large number of stories from
people who were a child at the time and you will find a selection of these recollections over the subsequent pages.

Further stories can found on our Battle of Britain webpages: www.rafa.org.uk/battleofbritain

Basil’s story

Basil Addington-Smith clearly recalls a German attack on RAF Tangmere, the fighter station not far from his wartime home on
the south coast.

“One day I was cycling home from the office along the seafront when I heard the sound of many aircraft and almost immediately the
sirens wailed. I could see little but a series of small dots high up coming in from the south over the sea,” he says. “They came quickly and
soon some 40 or 50 aircraft with black crosses passed overhead then began to dive in waves towards the direction of Tangmere. Distant
explosions followed and soon there were aircraft in all directions, some climbing and some trying to escape by flying low over the sea.”

The Tangmere Spitfire and Hurricane squadrons got airborne just in time, but some aircraft were damaged on the ground. One hangar
containing mainly transport vehicles was destroyed along with a number of buildings. There were also some casualties. Some of the
German Stukas were shot down – Basil cycled out to one crash site and picked up a petrol filler cap as a souvenir.

“Strange as it seems now, we soon became accustomed to the sight and sound of dog fights in the sky above us. It was a sobering
thought that the young pilots who were fighting above us could also be seen in the local pubs in the evenings. Some of course were
dying.”

A few hours after the raid on Tangmere, the bomb craters had been filled in and the station was operational again. Three years later
Basil himself was responsible for organising the labour to repair bomb damage at Tangmere and the nearby Naval Air Station at Ford.

“The summer of 1940 was notable for much glorious sunshine and, as the battle developed, we were privileged spectators to many
dogfights. A few months before the war started, four tall masts were erected on the coast between Bognor and Worthing. Speculation
was rife about their purpose – death rays was one rumour! In fact radar had arrived. I was surprised that the Germans made no serious
attempt to destroy these masts.”
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Geoffrey’s story

Ten year old Geoffrey Smith grabbed a garden fork and rushed off to challenge the German fighter pilot who had parachuted
down into a field behind his house. A group of adults found the pilot in the long grass and surrounded him brandishing garden
implements!

“He put his hands up and was told to sit down. He appeared to be injured so someone gave him a cigarette. Then a woman came out
with a tray with a teapot and cups! He was obviously grateful for that,” said Geoffrey. “It was half an hour before a policeman arrived
followed by an ambulance with an Army escort to take him for a check-up. It was an exciting episode for us with aircraft high up still
involved in the battle.”

Geoffrey was living between Biggin Hill and Croydon during the Battle of Britain and was thus underneath many of the aerial battles.

“On one occasion, we were having tea when six Spitfires came across the field much lower than usual. They came over our house so low
that I rushed out the front to watch. I saw the sky full of German bombers and the six Spitfires started to climb steeply to intercept
them,” said Geoffrey, now living in Exmouth in Devon.

“I rushed to tell my parents, but they did not believe me and told me to get on with my tea! Then the noise of guns and the roar of
bombers taking evasive action broke out and we sat stunned. It was too late to run to the garden shelter. Luckily the bombers turned
tail and went back. The next day there was just one sentence on the news about it, describing how six Spitfires had routed 60 German
bombers. There was a lot of that kind of news that day – and indeed most days during the Battle of Britain. Of course at the time we
only called it ‘the war’ and hoped that we would win.”

Air Mail2015 july-september 23

Eric’s story

For eight year old 
Eric Parrish, watching 
the bangs and the puffs of
smoke from the aerial
battle above him was
exciting. However it was
also extremely dangerous
as the debris of the Battle
of Britain rained down
around him in east London.

“There was a lot of metal in
the air. Shrapnel from the
exploded anti-aircraft shells
could be fiercely jagged and
sometimes red-hot when it
hit the ground,” says Eric.
“When a piece of shrapnel hit
a roof, it would smash tiles
and make quite a hole. There
were also the shell caps – the
pointed end housing the
timing mechanism. These
weighed about one to two pounds and would pierce a roof without
any trouble.

“All this hot metal, including spent bullets, was raining down during
the battles and we could hear it smashing on roofs and thudding into
the earth or crashing through garden sheds. Heaven help the
greenhouses, they didn’t stand a chance.”

Eric was evacuated from his home town of Ilford in Essex in July 1939.
The pupils at his school were all assembled in the playground with their suitcases and gas masks and then marched down to the station.
They had no idea where they were going. Eric and his cousin ended up in Ipswich with a newly married young couple who were not
comfortable bathing two young boys – so they did not have a bath for four weeks! However as Eric was an only child, his parents missed
him too much and they sent for him to return home.

“I would stand at the entrance of our shelter and watch the scene unfold above me,” says Eric who is now 84.  “Apart from the aircraft
noise, the anti-aircraft guns and the sounds of the battle, there was the smell. At time we could smell the fuel and the cordite from the
cartridges being fired by the machine guns and aircraft cannons.”

London evacuees with gas masks and luggage all set for evacuation to the country.  Photo: © PA Images.
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Harry’s story

“I had a ringside seat of this historic battle,” says Harry Rossiter. He was living in Laindon in Essex and was just 18. He was
serving in the local Civil Defence as a youth cyclist messenger.

“During one summer afternoon in September 1940 when the battle was at its height, a twin-engine ME110 was shot down and
descended in flames at Culvers Farm at Little Burstead. Now I was attached to the local ambulance and first aid station so, mostly out of
curiosity and a sense of duty, I cycled to the scene to find the ambulance crew already there.

“The ME110 had struck a tree and one of the two-man crew had been catapulted into an adjoining field and landed heavily, breaking a
leg. The ambulance crew gave him first aid, made him comfortable and offered him a cigarette. He kept asking about his crewman
called Henry but he was trapped in the burning plane and was obviously dead.”
Harry, who is now 92 and lives in Exeter, recalls one of the ambulance crew asking the injured airman for his autograph. His name was
Lieutenant Carl Stix and he signed his name, leaving a bit of blood on the paper from a small wound on his hand. Two years later, a
newspaper carried a story of a Lt Carl Stix escaping from a Prisoner of War camp in Canada. He was soon recaptured and returned home
after the war.

That day there were eight crash sites around Laindon – seven of them were Luftwaffe casualties and there was one RAF Hurricane. Local
people got used to crashing aircraft, most of them German. One day a German pilot who had got out of his aircraft successfully got
stranded by his parachute in some poplar trees opposite the home of Harry`s grandmother.

“Across the road from Granny’s bungalow were two or three women who had moved there from London and they now seemed bent on
revenge on this German. One of the women was waving a meat cleaver and shouting that she was going to ‘carve his bleedin’ guts out’.”

Harry’s Granny said he was only doing what he was told and she was not going to stand by and see murder done. She ran across and
shoved the woman away, telling her that the young German probably had a mum worrying about him and she had no right to attack
him even though he was the enemy. “That was my Granny,” says Harry. “She kept this woman away from the German pilot until the
police came and took him away.”

Harry later joined RAF Bomber Command and flew 30 operations in Lancaster bombers in 1944 with 115 Squadron.

George’s story

Twelve year old George Fletcher-Baker lived in Sittingbourne in Kent during the Battle of Britain. The town was more or less on
the flight path for the German bombers as they made their way to bomb London. Whenever the sirens wailed, there was a fear
that some of the bombs might come down on them.

“We watched as our Spitfires
did battle with the ME109s. I
know at the time we really had
no idea what we were
watching,” says George. “The
sky was a jumble of vapour
trails as the enemy was
engaged, then suddenly a
parachute opened and a
Spitfire pilot was descending.
At the same time, another
Spitfire circled around him until
the pilot was safely on the
ground. Some of the German
pilots had reportedly machine-
gunned our lads as they
parachuted down so we were
watching the wonderful care
that our pilots had for one
another. It really was
something to watch.

“At that age, everything seemed
exciting,” recalls George. “We went to crash sites to look for souvenirs. I was curious and did not react as I should have. Once we were
playing football with me in goal when we saw two aircraft diving down and heard the staccato sound of gunfire. Everyone scattered for
cover but I remained in the goalmouth just watching it all!”

George joined the ATC during the war and got his first air experience flight in an Anson at Detling, where they also got the chance to sit
in Spitfires on the ground. By coincidence, after his initial training when he joined the RAF in 1946, George’s first posting was Detling.
He went on to spend 22 years in the RAF an MT fitter and now lives at Earby in Lancashire.
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A WWII Messersschmidt BF109 brought down during an air battle over Ramsgate. Photo: © PA Images.
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Robin’s story

During the Battle of Britain, Robin Burton was moved from his family home at Margate to stay with relatives at Hook near
Chessington in Surrey. It was felt it would be too dangerous to stay in Margate because of the threat of invasion, but in fact it
was more dangerous in Surrey because of the number of bombs that rained down, some of them jettisoned by fleeing German
aircraft.

Robin was nearly seven at the height of the battle. He recalls lying on his back in the garden with his father, watching the twisting
contrails against an otherwise clear blue sky and hearing the distant accompaniment of machine gun fire. He carried conkers to school
in his cardboard gas mask case, leaving the gas mask at home to enable the safe transfer of the conkers!

“All schoolboys were aircraft recognition experts back then. I remember the rear part of a Spitfire protruding from the side of a house in
Tolworth, I retrieved a piece of its metal skin with part of the roundel on it and dashed home to show my mother. She was not
impressed and gave it to the salvage collection while I was at school the next day. I never really forgave her!” says Robin, who now lives
in Shepperton in Middlesex.

“I used to chat to the gunners manning a heavy anti-aircraft gun in a field at the end of our road. I liked the lovely noise it made on the
odd occasions that they fired it. An oil drum bomb was dropped into that same field just after they had left. I also remember many of
the mothers carrying shiny silver shopping bags, probably having some connection to the nearby RAF Chessington which was a
barrage balloon depot.”

Before the family left Margate, Robin’s father had brief custody of a Luftwaffe crew that had been shot down. He was caretaker of Sam
Isaac’s Restaurant near Dreamland in Margate so he locked them in the food storeroom and told them to help themselves.

When they moved to Surrey, his father built an Anderson air raid shelter at the bottom of the garden. It flooded easily so could not be
used for its intended purpose. It did, however, serve as nature reserve for newts and other creatures that Robin retrieved from the
nearby ponds!
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Ron’s story

At the height of the Battle of Britain, the Hobley
family set off for a working holiday to pick hops in
Kent. They felt it would also be a chance to escape
the bombing for a while, but they could not escape
the war – they were attacked by a German fighter
as they made their way from London to Kent.

“Luckily the German aircraft missed its target. Our
driver was slamming on his brakes and swerving from
side to side, resulting in the occupants ending up in a
cocktail of saucepans, kettles, plates, knives and
people,” said Ron who now lives in Ware in
Hertfordshire.

“Sometime later we arrived at a Home Guard post
where they had a German pilot in custody. Believing
that he was the one who attacked us, some women
grabbed knives and tried to attack him but were
restrained by the Home Guard.

“A few days later, on 15 September, it was my eighth
birthday. As we played alongside the huts which were
our accommodation, we watched the battle that was
taking place above us in awe; the white streams 
which criss-crossed the sky and the sound of machine
gun fire.

“Suddenly a German aircraft came in low sending us
kids running for cover in sheet terror. I believe he
crashed in a field a mile or two away. I am sure the
attending Spitfire then came in low, dipped his wings
at us cheering kids.”

London, despite the bombs, was looking to be a safer
place than the hop fields of Kent, said Ron, who joined
the RAF ten years later through National Service and spent some time stationed at RAF Kenley, one of the frontline fighter bases at the
height of the battle.

A Hop picker in Kent watching the planes go over head during the Battle of Britain.  Photo: © PA Images.
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Tony’s story

A young Tony Smith was haunted by barrage balloons throughout the
Second World War. He remembers the huge balloons suspended over
Norwood Junction railway yards in London as the Battle of Britain raged
overhead.

“If the cable was severed, they would silently descend, envelop the house and
suffocate me. Of course the reverse is true but I was only five years old!” says
Tony. “By chance I started school at the height of the Battle of Britain. History
was being made. I was part of it but was unaware.

“At playtime, I was greeted with a shout of ‘Where’s your gas mask?’ I had left it in
the classroom and was told to go and get it and keep it with me at all times. The
cardboard container disintegrated quite quickly and was replaced by a tin on a
piece of electric flex.”

Tony recalls there was no room for an air raid shelter at the school, instead one
corridor had a blast wall built down the length of it to offer some protection.
Due to the evacuation of many children, class sizes were quite small, sometimes
only six. He remembers a black radiator in the school hall around which the
children huddled in the bitter winter following the Battle of Britain. There were
no health and safety regulations then which would have got the school closed
today.

“We grew up rapidly in those days. It shaped my attitude to life. We knew that
the Germans (whoever they were) were coming. It was a strange inexplicable
atmosphere in which we knew that England would win what was called a ‘war’.
There was no doubt. No adults doubted it,” said Tony who now lives in Catford 
in London.

“Above us there were masses of fighter planes engaged in life or death duels. I imaged that the noise they made was the propellers
scraping the sky. The contrails were a new phenomenon as the planes were flying much higher. I remember the chatter of machine gun
fire. The future of Great Britain was at stake but, aged five, I didn’t know this. It was all too exciting. I did not hear the rhetoric of Churchill
on the wireless about ‘the Few’ nor their ‘Finest Hour’.”
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The Annual Report and Financial Statements for year ending 31 December 2014 were presented to, and agreed by, Annual
Conference on 16 May 2015. The document contained 43 pages of accounting and statutory reporting requirements.
Johnston Calder, Director of Finance and IT has prepared the following short overview. 

The value of the Association, taking into consideration homes, property, investments and all other assets was £26.6 million, up by
almost £1 million from the previous year. The Association’s current financial health is good; however, there is significant uncertainty in
identifying future welfare needs of the RAF family and the funding required to address these needs. Additionally, declining membership
numbers, uncertain legacy income and increased stress on the charity sector, as the government seeks to make further cutbacks to
state-funded welfare, will exacerbate the situation. 

During the year, income of £9.9 million was received, which was an impressive total as these are still difficult economic times. The
income total included legacy of £2.8 million, the annual Wings Appeal raised £1.6 million, investment income of £0.6 million and the
holiday homes contributed £1.2 million. 

In 2014 the Association spent £8.7 million: £2.9 million in support of the residential and Wings Breaks hotels and over £3 million on
providing friendship and welfare support. There were no significant changes in the nature of the charitable activities and the high levels
of service have been maintained. 

The Association’s investment portfolio held by Rathbones increased by almost £1 million to £20 million. During the year a further £44K
was received from the administrators of Kaupthing Singer and Friedlander and the Association has now recovered 82.5p in the pound in
respect of its investment. The Association has no current plans to sell any of its investments as its financial plan generates sufficient
income to cover the costs of delivering its charitable activities. Additionally, the Association continues to review its reserve levels to
ensure that it is well positioned to support short and long-term needs of the RAF family. 

Johnston said: “The good financial position is due to the commitment and contribution of our members. This is not taken for granted
and please accept my personal thank you for all the outstanding work that makes it possible for the Association to support the RAF
family today and in the uncertain future.”

Finance Update

Barrage balloons in 1938. Photo: © AP Photo.
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One of the highlights of Annual Conference was the presentation of this
year’s Flying Scholarships. As last year, these were presented by the Chief
of the Air Staff, Sir Andrew Pulford. 

The scholarships are awarded to outstanding members of the Air Cadet Organisation
(which includes the Air Training Corps [ATC] and the Combined Cadet Force) and the
Girls Venture Corps Air Cadets. The scholarships recognise the continuous support of
these organisations to the Association.

The top candidate is rewarded with a course of 35 hours flight training in a light
aircraft, which covers all or part of the tuition needed to obtain a National Private Pilot
Licence. In previous years four runners-up received 12 hours training each, however,
this year as part of the 2015 Business Plan ‘Investing in the Future’, we have increased
the number of 12-hour awards to five.

David Prowse, the Association’s Director of Membership and Operations, said: “This
year we received our highest ever number of applications for these prestigious awards.
The quality of the 140 applications received was extremely high and decisions,
accordingly, very difficult to make.  I know the interview board had great difficulty
selecting the top six. The winners this year can therefore can be justifiably proud of
their outstanding achievements.”

The winner of the 35 flying hour scholarship was:

Cadet Corporal Joel Thornton from No 58 (Harrogate) Squadron ATC.

The five 12-hour scholarships were awarded to:

Cadet WO Victoria Delaney, No 2137 (Lymm) Sqn
Cadet WO Daniel Dedman, No 158 (Braintree & District) Sqn
Cadet Sgt Joseph Potter, No 2248 (Rutland) Sqn
Cadet Sgt Ramzi Saissi, No 114 (Ruislip & Northwood) Sqn
Cadet Sgt Bridie Wakeford, No 340 (Edenbridge) Sqn

Joel plans to attend Loughborough University to study mechanical engineering and 
is hoping for a bursary to undertake flying training with the Royal Air Force following
completion of his university course.

Speaking after the presentation Joel said: “It was an amazing feeling when I found out
I had won; it is a very prestigious award and represents the first major step in my
aviation career. I want to go to university and hopefully gain an undergraduate
bursary to train as an RAF pilot once I complete my studies.

“The pilot career path is very competitive, especially for military pilots. This 
scholarship will help me to stand out from the crowd and will hopefully lead me on 
to my dream career.”

Entries for next year’s scholarships will be accepted from 1 October this year.

2015 Flying Scholarships

Above: Cadet WO Victoria Delaney

Above: Cadet Sgt Bridie Wakeford with the Chief of the Air Staff Above: Cadet Sgt Ramzi Saissi with the Chief of the Air Staff

Above: Cadet Cpl Joel Thornton with the Chief of the Air Staff

Above: Cadet Sgt Joseph Potter with the Chief of the Air Staff

Above: Cadet WO Daniel Dedman with the Chief of the Air Staff
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Building on the success of last year’s Award, the 2015
Cyprus Award headed towards its second year
under the rafaYOUTH umbrella with high hopes:

we just didn’t know that the height would be close to
6,000 feet (2,000m)!

The rafaYOUTH Cyprus Award (formerly the RAF Association
Cadet Award) recognises young people who have shown
outstanding commitment and effort to aspire to the aims of
rafaYOUTH, often overcoming difficult or challenging
circumstances. This April 11 young people were able to attend,
following the generous sponsorship of a further place by the
Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders Branch.

Rather than experiencing the usual sand that surrounds RAF
Akrotiri, the team headed up to Troodos Station at nearly 6,000
feet above sea level. It certainly gave the team a different look on
RAF life in Cyprus particularly when it started snowing!

Callum Noer from 1271 (Bathgate) Sqn ATC said: ”It was an
experience like none other; it's something that I will never forget.
We went to RAF Akrotiri, Nicosia, the UN Buffer Zone; we saw
things that hardly anyone in the world can say they've seen!”

The core activities were arranged by the fantastic
Cpl Mark Byrne and RAFALO team at RAF Akrotiri.
The Cyprus Award team was given the opportunity
to write their own itinerary this year, which was
particularly helpful for two of them who used the
trip as the residential element of their Gold Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award. 

Another cadet, from 2329 (Castle Douglas) Sqn
ATC, Carrie Duffy said: “This was the best thing by
far that I have ever done within my time in cadets.
The people on the trip were great and we had so
much fun. The trip was a great success and that's
down to the cadets and staff which made it 
simply amazing.”

rafaYOUTH trip scales new heights

Adam Street, who is a Flight Sergeant at 2425 (Nottingham
Airport) Sqn and rafaYOUTH volunteer said: “The rafaYOUTH
Cyprus Award is an amazing opportunity for both cadets and staff
to improve their social, communication and interpersonal skills.
Personally the trip was the highlight of my year. The trip is a
fantastic thing and I hope that it continues and grows so that
many more cadets to have this unique chance.”

Emily Stray, a Cadet Warrant Officer at 2327 (Havant) Sqn and part
of the trip’s staff team, said: “It was a whole new view for me being
a staff member. It gave me skills and ideas on how I can lead
cadets and indeed take with me into the Royal Air Force.”

Keep your eyes on the rafaYOUTH Facebook page for details of
next year’s award and nomination instructions.
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It was another great year for RAF Association marathon runners, with 16 serving personnel among the 26 people running to
raise money for us.

Fern, Layla, Rich and Allan are all members of 600 (City of London) Squadron, serving as Reservists alongside their full-time jobs. Fern
said: “We wanted to run to celebrate the 90th anniversary of both the Royal Auxiliary Air Force, and the 90th anniversary of 600 Sqn. The
RAF Association is a charity close to all our hearts, so we were over the moon when we got our marathon places.”

A team from RAF High Wycombe secured their much sought after places through the Duke of Cambridge and Prince Harry’s Charities
Forum. All three Armed Forces receive five places in the marathon as Prince Harry is the Patron of the London Marathon Charitable
Trust.

Nick Wilkins of Peterborough was one of our civilian runners, and he’s raised over £2,000. He said: “I chose to run for the RAF Association
as I am delighted to help anybody connected to the RAF. Those in current service keep us safe and those who are no longer in service
gave us this free society we live in today. Also not forgetting those who have passed away and leave relatives behind that need support.
A colleague also mentioned that his elderly grandparent had a much-needed short break thanks to the Association.”

Get in the running for 2016 

We already have one runner in
training for next year’s London
marathon. If you would like to join
him then read on...

We have places available for next year’s
marathon. You will be asked to raise a
minimum of £2,000 by the end of
2016, but you can start now, there’s no
time like the present. In return will you
get a guaranteed place, a Wings
Appeal running vest and a training 
T-shirt. You will also get our 
fundraising pack full of tips and great
ideas to maximise your fundraising
without turning it into a chore. As if
that wasn’t incentive enough, anyone
who runs to raise money for the
Association, their friends and family
are invited to join us at the RAF Club
for a post-race reception. 

Anyone who has entered the
marathon ballot directly can still run in
our colours and fundraise for us.
If all this talk of running has inspired
you to get involved then email
challenge-events@rafa.org.uk or call
0800 0182 361 to register your interest. 

Marathon efforts for the RAF Association

Above: (L-R) Wg Cdr Jodie Peck, Mr Richard Dixon, Cpl Reuben Jones, Miss Lorna Creak, Sqn Ldr Adrian Lovejoy.
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Disabled US veteran combat photographer Stacy Pearsall has taken nearly 4,000 portraits of military veterans as part of
her highly successful Veterans Portrait Project. The idea caught the imagination of British Army veteran Stephen
Porteous, who has recently launched a UK version, VPP:UK.

“This year marks the 70th anniversary of VE Day,” says Stacy Pearsall. “I can’t imagine a more fitting time to expand the Veterans Portrait
Project, and to honour my British comrades and allies.”

Stephen added: “For the first time in living memory British Armed Forces are not involved in direct combat operations anywhere. The
VPP:UK strives to document veterans’ portraits and stories for future generations, and to ensure they’re always remembered. Along with
the 70th anniversary of VE Day, this year also sees several other important milestones such as the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain.

“My time in the Forces made who I am today. As veterans, we do not ask for thanks and we don’t expect gratitude. As members of the
public, this doesn’t mean we can’t show our respect. This project is a fantastic way of giving something back to them, and I am thrilled
to be involved.”

Stacy, who was a staff sergeant in the US Air Force, founded the Veterans Portrait Project while recovering from injuries sustained while
serving as a combat photographer in Iraq. She spent countless hours in hospital waiting rooms where she met a WWII veteran. He’d
inspired her to get back behind the camera and tell another type of story – the veteran’s story. What started as Pearsall’s way to thank
her fellow veterans for their service grew into a larger, nationwide campaign. Since 2008, Pearsall has amassed almost 4,000 veteran
portraits, which are exhibited at various facilities throughout the US.

Nick Bunting, Association Secretary General said: “Those who serve their country give so much, so it is fitting to recognise our Armed
Forces veterans. This project will give the public the chance to see the range of RAF veterans, from Battle of Britain pilots, through the
Falklands conflict right up to more recent overseas missions.”

Stephen attended the Association’s Annual Conference in Eastbourne and captured portraits of many members and employees, all
proud Service veterans.

The VPP:UK tour will visit major cities throughout the UK capturing images of veterans and exhibiting their portraits in prominent
venues and museums.

You can see the photographs Stephen has taken by visiting www.veteransportraitproject.uk

If anyone is interested in taking part they can contact Stephen via the website (address above), by emailing
hello@veteransportraitproject.uk or by calling him in Germany on +49 (0)5154 7093565.

Military Veteran Portrait Project comes to the UK
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The 75th anniversary of the Battle of
Britain this year has presented a
fresh opportunity to highlight the

work of the RAF Association. Here we
talk to Pete Brocklehurst, Community
Fundraising Officer, about the ways
Branches can raise money in this
important year and beyond.

“It’s all about large numbers of small
donations collected by volunteers from
Branches who show their passion and
dedication to the Association,” says 
Pete. “I would like to pay tribute to them
and thank them for their help year after
year. Despite the large number of
competing charities and the pressures on
family budgets, we still find people are
very generous.”

Competition does mean it is more difficult
to get pitches at places like supermarkets
and train stations so the Association
depends on getting `feet on the ground’
with collecting tins and other fundraising
activities. “There is a small nucleus of
people at each Branch who organise the
fundraising, but we would like to encourage anyone
who can devote a bit of time to get involved.”

Brew for the Few is going to receive some attention this
year. The initiative was launched in 2007 to encourage
people to organise fundraising tea parties and has
proved to be popular ever since. People have organised
events in their homes, at work, in Mayors’ parlours and
on RAF stations. RAF Brize Norton developed this
further by holding a bake-off competition, where
people brought their own cakes to compliment the
cuppa. They raised £1,500 in the process.

Pete said: “Brew for the Few has been ticking along for 
a while now, so we decided to relaunch it this year. We
aim to make it the world’s biggest tea party across the
summer. You could have an afternoon tea party or a
1940s themed tea dance. We can provide Brew for the

PETE BROCKLEHURST

Few packs which contain ideas on how to organise
events, and include posters and invitation cards.

Pete and his two colleagues, Ian Wright and Claire
Hodson, can help Branches with their fundraising. This
includes supplying pin badges, windmills, stickers and
tins, as well as sorting out insurance cover and street
permits for fundraisers. Apart from encouraging more
Branch members to join in around the world, they are
also specifically looking for volunteers to help collect
in London on Battle of Britain Day in September.

Once Branches have raised money, Pete is
encouraging them to process their collections online
via the Wings Portal. This just requires two people
from each Branch to register; one to input the
amounts raised and the other to verify and authorise
it. So far 30 Branches have signed up to use the Portal,
but Pete says cheques will continue to be acceptable
for the foreseeable future. 

Brew for the Few packs can be downloaded from
www.rafa.org.uk/brew

For any enquiries related to the Wings Appeal or
Portal, you can contact the team on 0116 268 8797 or
by emailing wings@rafa.org.uk

Staff in Focus

“It’s all about large numbers of
small donations collected by

volunteers from Branches who
show their passion and

dedication to the 
RAF Association,” 
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Loneliness among the elderly is now recognised as a serious
and growing issue and the RAF Association is determined

to undertake work to combat loneliness among its members
and the wider RAF family. As part of this work, the
Association will launch a `befriender’ scheme before the end
of the year and establish more initiatives in the next 12 months.

“Loneliness is a real issue for many members of the RAF family and we want to
do what we can to address it,” says Rory O’Connor, Director of Welfare and 
Policy. “We hear a lot of anecdotal evidence, but recent research by charities such
as the Royal British Legion (RBL), Age UK and the Silver Line proves the extent of
the problem.

“With a large percentage of our membership over the age of 65, we suspect
loneliness will affect many of our members and beneficiaries.”

A report last year found that the number of men aged 65 or over living alone is
expected to rise by 65 per cent in the next 15 years, to a total of 1.5 million. In
England in 2012/2013 over 1.2 million men aged over 50 reported a moderate to
high degree of social isolation, with 710,000 men aged over 50 reporting a high
degree of loneliness.

A new RBL report on relationship and isolation difficulties among the ex-service
community says that eight per cent of them cite loneliness as a problem –
around 370,000.  It is ahead of bereavement, relationship break-up and lack of
recreational facilities and a social life. One in four men over 65 have said they
have suffered from loneliness, with older adults living on their
own being more susceptible. 

The problems are compounded by associated issues such as the
reduction in social care services and the reduced time that carers
spend with elderly people.

“For many of those who have served in the RAF, no matter how
long ago, keeping that link can be important. They enjoy talking
about shared experiences with others,” Rory continued. “This will
feed well into our befriending scheme, which will focus on
companionship, rather than the more ‘formal’ welfare services 
we provide. 

Anyone who would like to become a befriender will undergo a
short training course to ready them for the role.”

More details on the befriending scheme will be shared later in
the year via Area newsletters and Air Mail.

july-september 2015Air Mail

Addressing the loneliness problem

All photos: © iStock.

All photos: © iStock.
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The RAF Association is working with the Alzheimer’s Society to promote the Dementia Friends
programme.

Dementia Friends is the biggest ever initiative to change people’s perceptions of dementia. It aims to transform the way the nation
thinks, talks and acts about the condition. 

Dementia touches the lives of millions of people across the UK and Dementia Friends was launched to tackle the stigma and lack of
understanding that means many people with the condition experience loneliness and social exclusion. We need to create more
communities that are dementia friendly so that people affected by dementia feel understood and included.

Whether you attend a face-to-face session or watch the online video, Dementia Friends will teach you more about dementia and the
small ways you can help. From telling your friends and Branch members about Dementia Friends to visiting someone you know living
with dementia, every action counts.

Joanne Truscott, the Association’s Welfare Training Manager, is a Dementia Friends Champion.
Talking about the programme, she said: “I’m personally very

passionate about ensuring
people with dementia are
treated fairly and with dignity. By
working with the Alzheimer’s
Society members of the
Association have a fantastic
opportunity to get the message
out there about understanding
dementia, dispelling some of the
myths and becoming a more
dementia-friendly society.

“The training reinforced my
understanding of the issue of
dementia, and provided me with a
structured set of resources that I can
use during my own training sessions
with Association volunteers and staff.
I will include this learning in all
Welfare Officer training courses. This
information will be disseminated
across all the welfare staff teams, who
will then deliver the same information
sessions during their Area Seminars
and Conferences.

“Our aim is to ensure that all
Association employees and volunteers
involved in any welfare activity have
attended a Dementia Friends session.
This will not only give them a much
greater understanding of the needs of
people with dementia, but will help
spread the message that it is possible to
live well with dementia.”

Over one million people in the UK have
become Dementia Friends already. As part
of Alzheimer's Society's long-term
commitment to help more communities
and organisations become dementia-
friendly, a new target of creating four
million Dementia Friends by 2020 has been
set. Will you be one of the four million?

To become a Dementia Friend, visit
www.dementiafriends.org.uk call
Joanne Truscott on 0116 268 8767 or email
welfare@rafa.org.uk 

Working to change perceptions of dementia
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When the Families Federation visits units it’s still
clear that, while many Serving Personnel have
heard of the Armed Forces Covenant, it is hard

to describe what it’s actually about. 

RAF FF Covenant Co-ordinators (pictured above) have been
in post for nearly two years and it’s been a busy time. The
roles were established by funding from the Libor fines and
they were tasked to monitor, advise and support the
implementation of the Armed Forces Covenant. Key aims
have been to share good practice and initiatives, raise
awareness of the Covenant, both inside and outside the
RAF, and identify the key issues that are most important to
RAF personnel and their families.

The breadth of the Armed Forces Covenant has been both a
challenge and a benefit. It encompasses issues such as
health, education, housing and commercial services. This is
on behalf of the whole spectrum of the Armed Forces
community, including Service personnel, their spouses and
partners, children, and veterans. To be effective the
Covenant requires commitment and working together 
from a wide range of organisations such as local authorities,
NHS organisations, schools and colleges, and commercial
organisations.

Never a typical day

One day we may be attending a Community Covenant
board, made up of representatives from the local authority,

county councillors, one or more NHS Trust, local charities
and personnel from local military units. Each Community
Covenant board oversees the implementation of the
Covenant in a particular area and our role is to share good
practice from other areas, provide them with an update 
on Covenant news or policy and advise them on the
particular needs and issues relevant to RAF personnel and
their families. 

Other days might involve meeting with schools to advise
them on how to get the most benefit from their Service
Pupil Premium or support them to access the MOD
Education Support Fund. No one day is quite the same as
another and we can clock up some impressive mileage
between us as we travel far and wide.

The really good news for serving RAF personnel and their
families is that there is a huge amount of enthusiasm and
commitment amongst the authorities, organisations and
companies charged with delivering the Covenant. Changes
may not always be very visible to families on a day-to-day
basis but that doesn’t mean that they aren’t having a big
impact on many areas of disadvantage.

What’s next?

Over the few years, there has been great momentum
behind the Covenant and our biggest challenge is to
ensure that this continues in the future, despite the end 
of operations in Afghanistan perhaps impacting on the
fantastic levels of support shown to the military by the
British public. There is still much to do to further raise
awareness, both within the RAF and amongst the
organisations delivering the Covenant to us. 

To find out more visit www.raf-ff.org.uk, the MOD Covenant
website or your local authority website. 

The RAF Families Federation
The Armed Forces Covenant explained

The key principle of the Covenant is that the
Armed Forces Community should not be

disadvantaged because of military service. It
is not there to confer advantage over the

local civilian population. 
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Pictured above, L to R: Maggie Fuller (Lincolnshire and the Midlands, plus RAF Valley), Jo Wilkinson (East Anglia and the South East), Nat Haynes (South and South West) and Julie Price (North England and Scotland) 
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“I’m glad God’s not deaf,” said Wally Banford, 84, as he
was fitted for a hearing aid this summer.

Wally, who served in the RAF during his time in National
Service, first started noticing his hearing loss during church
services when he had trouble hearing the vicar.

“My hearing definitely is not what I had in 1953 when I was
going into the RAF!” said Wally. 

Wally contacted the RAF Benevolent Fund for help and the
charity arranged for him to visit the headquarters of Starkey, 
a world leader in hearing aids. After a hearing test, he
selected small, discreet hearing aids and had a tour of the 
on-site manufacturing centre.

“Getting old isn’t for sissies. I didn’t want hearing aids, but
hearing loss is isolating,” said Wally.  “These small hearing aids
are just what I was looking for. Now I can hear better and
continue to be sociable and stay active.”

Wally’s visit helped launch a new partnership between
Starkey and the Benevolent Fund, which offers hearing

News from the RAF Benevolent Fund

Wally’s hearing is restored thanks to new partnership

RAF veterans aided by new advocacy service

The RAF Benevolent Fund (RAFBF) has launched a new
advice and advocacy service to help veterans
navigate the maze of welfare benefits and NHS and

local council services. The new service aims to identify the
benefits and care services to which a veteran, his or her
partner, and dependant family members are entitled and,
if necessary, take up the case directly on their behalf.

Veteran RAF Regiment Gunner Malcolm ‘Geordie’ Wallace said:
“Mum’s health took a turn for the worse and taking care of her
was my first priority. We left our jobs and home, and moved
from the Shetlands to Northumberland to be closer to her and
our family. The Advice and Advocacy Service really helped us
land on our feet and made a difficult time so much easier.”

Paul Hughesdon, RAF Benevolent Fund Director of Welfare
and Policy, said: “We know that younger veterans, such as
those who served in Afghanistan, have very different needs
from older veterans, who perhaps fought in World War Two
or served in the RAF during their National Service years. Our 
new service is able to provide advice on the benefits and
services available to each individual – from retraining and
childcare assistance to funding for home adaptations and 
care home fees.”

Anyone who served in the RAF is eligible to use this service;
there is no requirement to already be in receipt of benefits or

services and hearing aid packages for current and former RAF
members and their families.

To contact Starkey for a free hearing guide, call 0800 068 3533,
email info@justhear.co.uk or visit www.justhear.co.uk/rafbf.php

Above: Wally Banford is fitted for his own hearing aid.

demonstrate financial need. Additionally, carers of elderly
veterans are welcome to reach out on their behalf and the
service is available to widows and widowers of RAF veterans.

For assistance from the Advice and Advocacy Service, 
please email advice@rafbf.org.uk, call 0800 169 2942 or 
write to: Advice and Advocacy Service, 67 Portland Place,
London, W1B 1AR.  

Above: Gunners from 58 Sqn RAF Regiment deployed to Afghanistan in 2011 Photo: © Crown Copyright.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
75th Anniversary Battle of Britain

Reading the timely letter in praise of the
Battle of Britain ground crews, it might be
worth remembering the 'erk’ aircrews
that manned the gun turrets and AI radar
sets in that epic battle, flying with
Blenheim and Defiant squadrons. The
lowest rank usually recorded for aircrew
then is that of sergeant and all assumed
to be pilots.

There were 78 other ranks that served
with Fighter Command of which four
lost their lives. They were AC2 Cooper 
600 Sqn, AC1 Phillipson 604 Sqn, 
AC1 Reece 235 Sqn and AC2 Roy Payne
who joined the RAF in May 1940,
completed his basic training then his
radar training and was killed while
returning from his first combat air 
patrol with 23 Sqn in the September, 
still an AC2. 

They surely were 'The Few of the Few'

Tony Eaton

The latest issue contained much of
interest, especially the stories of the four
lady nonagenarians who served at the
time. I too am a nonagenarian, albeit a
little younger. I enlisted in 1942 but lived
in the London area throughout the war
and was involved in London’s struggle 
for survival.

Over the years I have observed all too
frequently the total ignorance of the life
of civilians especially those who lived in
southern England. The Luftwaffe
mounted large and successful attacks on
Portsmouth, Southampton and Plymouth
which caused huge damage with many
civilian casualties and then they did their
best to destroy London which suffered
every day and sometimes twice daily for
many weeks of massive attacks by
bombers with fighter support.

The attacks caused huge damage to the
docks, warehouses, factories etc and
destroyed large areas of housing causing
many thousands of casualties amongst
firemen, rescue workers, nurses
ambulance drivers etc; who worked
throughout the raids and many made the
ultimate sacrifice.

Too often in Battle of Britain
commemorations I have noted a lack 
of reference and respect for the 
civilian suffering and would ask that all
RAF Association members, at any future
commemorations, spare a minute in

reflection upon the civilian suffering 
and casualties.

Even more overlooked and unknown by
the younger generation – those under 75
– was the more serious winter ‘Battle of
Britain’ from November 1940 to May 1941
when Luftwaffe bombers devastated
many other towns during their nightly
attacks over the whole seven months.

The nation should give thanks and be
grateful for the civilians’ role throughout
the war years.

The civilians suffering did not end until
the last V1s and V2s had landed in
London. By that time 67,000 civilians had
been killed. Lest we forget.

Edgar Fillis

Letters to the Editor

Often when watching a football match I
see a player, with a good chance of
scoring, pass the ball instead to a 
better placed colleague who scores and
gets all the credit - so unfair! 

Thus I was delighted to see the letter
from Helen Mills in the Spring Air Mail
pointing out that, without the ground
crew, there would have been no "Few".
On that topic, it may be of interest that
originally Churchill had worded his
speech "Never in all history..." But an aide
questioned "What about Jesus Christ?"
And after a moment's thought Winston
altered it.  

I was a radar mechanic, servicing the
Rebecca/Eureka equipment in the planes
supplying our troops behind the lines in
Burma; without us, there would have
been no Chindits.

We seek no glory, but it is nice when
someone like Helen draws attention to
the ‘back room boys’. 

Brian Foster

I was very interested to read on pages 
14 & 15 of the Air Mail April/June 2015
edition 'Another 75th Anniversary' about
the 75th anniversary of the RAF Fighter
Control/Aerospace Battle Management
specialisation section. 

Pages 16 - 18 reminded me as a NCO
Fighter Plotter GSM (General Situations
Map) Floor Supervisor & Fighter Table
Supervisor/Radar Operator at 
RAF Patrington East Yorkshire, in the

1950s of the tale told to me by a long
serving NCO who had enlisted during
World War II in the RAF as a Clerk (Special
Duties). When posted, he reported to the
Station HQ and was sent to the Typing
Pool and instructed to type a letter.  The
SNCO i/c was baffled at his slow typing
speed and asked him how he had
managed to pass his trade training
course, to which he replied: "I have never
typed a letter before!" 

The Air Ministry in its wisdom was fearful
that the trade 'Fighter Plotter', would
reveal to the Germans that we were using
RDF (Radio Direction Finding) later to be
called RADAR (Radio Aids Detection And
Reporting) by the Americans.

Roy Smith

I read with interest Peter Grey’s item on
forgotten War Graves in France. May I say
that it is not just the men who lie in
France who are forgotten? To this end, I
am in the process of conducting an
exhibition at the Radnorshire museum in
Llandrindod Wells raising awareness of
the rich aviation history that even this ‘out
of the way’ part of Wales has.

We are covering military and civilian
flying, this includes RFC and RAF who
lived here but also the very many crash
sites in the county (allied and enemy). As
well as such facts, this was the home of
the Bufton Brothers, three of whom
joined the RAF in WWII and two of them
were instrumental in setting up the
Pathfinder squadron.

The exhibition will run from 4 July to 
8 August and we hope to raise awareness
of Radnorshire’s rich aviation heritage as
well as jog memories of events/people
we may have missed.

So yes I too hope future generations will
not only look after the graves but also
remember these men with respect.

Phillip C. Jones RAFVR(retd)

I would like to comment on Dennis Moon's
letter about Halton (Apr-Jun 2015).

For most of my time as a 'Trenchard Brat'
(73rd Entry, Jan '53-Dec'55) I was a
drummer, initially with the Brass Band
(WO 'Bandie' Hammond), latterly with 
the Halton Pipes & Drums (WO 'Bandie'
Bailey').

I think Dennis Moon has confused 
'WO Calton' with Halton SWO 
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WO 'Flem' Carlton. 2(A) Wing W/O's name
in those days was Carter, a jovial man!

When the Pipes & Drums paraded on
formal occasions during my time, I do not
recall the Goat Mascot, 'FS Lewis' being
paraded, certainly not during the twice-
daily parades down to Workshops &
Schools. I recall ‘Lewis’ had been retired
and put out to grass.

Yes, 2(A) Wing Pipes & Drums did
entertain the WAAFs on occasion; the
girls would lean out the windows of their
blocks, cheer and clap madly! 

As for 'Entry Spirit' - a part of the Halton
Legend - after the 73rd graduated in
December '55, the 'Brass' tried quashing it
by splitting the various Entries up and
distributing the 'Brats' among the three
Apprentice Wings.

Given the strength of the RAF Halton
Aircraft Apprentices Association today, I
like to think the Brass failed for once!

Mike Hamence
Radar

Having been a Radar Mechanic - later
Fitter - (Air) 1943-47, I was interested to
read your pages in the April-June issue 
on the 75th Anniversary of the RAF Fighter

The Battle of Britain was immortalised by Winston Churchill’s
words, Never in the field of human conflict was so much
owed by so many to so few.

This is the story of eight Australian fighter pilots engaged in the
Battle of Britain. Of the eight – Jack Kennedy, Stuart Walch, 
Dick Glyde, Ken Holland, Pat Hughes, Bill Millington, 
John Crossman and Des Sheen – only one of them came home.

A moving tale of some of the less acknowledged members of the
‘few’, Australia’s Few and the Battle of Britain contributes a totally
fresh perspective to the existing wealth of historical literature on
the famous Battle of Britain. The book is grounded in detailed
and wide-ranging research, but the inclusion of papers and
records of the eight airmen make it a singularly compelling
personal read, as well as a highly detailed account. 

Alexander acknowledges that she ‘selected’ eight of the ‘30 or so’
Australians who flew in RAF during the Battle of Britain and the
work does not pretend to be an all-encompassing account of
their involvement.

BOOK REVIEW
AUSTRALIA’S FEW AND THE 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN
Kristen Alexander

Control/Aerospace Battle Management
specialisation".

First of all, I do not think that was the
designation of what was set up in 1940.
Surely that was RAF Fighter Control,
which is now Aerospace Battle
Management? The word ‘specialisation’
seems unnecessary to me.

Much more importantly, I was surprised
to see in the same column a reference to
the discovery of radar in 1935.
Electromagnetic waves could be said to
have been discovered however, that was
in the previous century. Heinrich Hertz
found in 1887 that some materials
conducted the radiation some reflected
it. Early proposals abroad were for the
application of this to detection by ships
of other ships in fog. 1935 was the date of
a report to the UK Air Ministry on ‘The
Detection of Aircraft by Radio Methods’
by Robert Watson Watt, Head of the Radio
Research Station, Slough, and it was that
which led to the development of what
came to be called radar, all of it based on
discoveries long before.

Sorry to go on about this, but I hope you
agree radar is not something that was
ever ‘discovered’.

Ted Bell

Other anniversaries

I wish, through Air Mail, to remind
members of the 70th anniversary
commemorating the defeat of Japanese
forces in Burma and South East Asia. Soon
there will be none left to tell them of us
and say: “for your tomorrow we gave our
today”.

Harry Basford

Query

As always I enjoy reading Air Mail and
some of the new layout is well arranged.
Your account of the Battle of Britain was
most informative but has reminded me of
some questions I have been asking
myself for sometime.

Firstly was Radio/Telephone Operator –
Direction Finders a trade during the
Battle of Britain and secondly, when 
were DF stations i.e. Radio Direction
Finding Stations first used, is there a
history of their involvement and was
radio telegraphy also in use during 
the hostilities?

Any answers would help a 92 year old 
ex-RAF Radio/Telephone Operator –
Direction Finder trying to qualify his small
contribution to the war effort.

D Evans

Nevertheless, it
communicates the
important message
that the lives and
stories of the
‘unknowns’
during the war
are still of equal
importance to
the more 
well-known, even
famous, figures.

A fresh combination of military and personal biography, the book
is rich with details of RAF operations during the Second World
War, both on the ground and in the air. 

Available from Pen & Sword Aviation, An imprint of Pen & Sword Books Ltd

47 Church Street, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S70 2AS

ISBN 978-1-47383-379-1 Price: £25.00 (hardback)
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1.  North Costa Blanca Branch members headed for
Benidorm for the second NCBB AGM and Valentine Weekend .

Branch members, and some from the Costa Blanca Branch,
stayed at the Mediterraneo Hotel. Saturday morning saw
attendees assemble for the AGM which, although 
businesslike, was enjoyable, especially as the guest of honour
was Simon Martin, the retiring Overseas Director. The highlight
of the weekend was the evening event held at the Benidorm
Palace with excellent food and breathtaking entertainment .
Sunday was a quiet day of relaxation before departing
Benidorm on the Monday morning. Without doubt, an
outstanding weekend, with many members requesting a 
repeat in the future. 

Photo shows Simon Martin receiving his farewell gift from
Branch Chairman Bob Hunt.

2.  Brecon Branch Chairman Dave Coombe and 
John Coulthard of Brecon RBL came up with a scheme to
raise money for both organisations. Having successfully
applied for and received one of the Tower of London 
ceramic poppies, they then proceeded to raffle it. 

A local gallery (Tŷ Cam of Talybont-on-Usk) was found to
mount it on a plinth of cherry wood from a 19th century
cottage in Pencelli near Brecon.

With the help of Ardent Gallery, Brecon Militaria Fair and the
Clarence Inn who sold tickets, the original goal of £200 was
surpassed. This was helped by the Cadets of 415 ATC
Squadron who sold tickets on the day of the draw.  The final
total was £504 and two drachmas. The actual draw was made
by Capt Andy Hamilton of the Royal Engineers. The winner
was Dave Cox of Simpsons framing in Bristol.  

Photo (© Brecon and Radnor Express) shows John Coulthard,
Dave Coombe, Captain Andy Hamilton and Clare Dent of
Ardent Gallery who acted as Master of Ceremonies.

When the regular “Quizzers” who meet for the monthly quiz
at Brecon RAF Association Club heard that the Branch
needed a new House Flag, they decided to use the proceeds
of the quiz to buy a new one. 

Some of the team members are shown presenting the new
House Flag to the Branch Chairman Dave Coombe (far left).
The teams represented from left to right are - Confused.com,
Missing Link, At the Bar, Lions, Phoenix, and Non Conformists.

3.  Penarth Branch Chairman Tich Taylor presented Cadet
Cpl Callum Searle of 1148 (Penarth) Air Training Squadron
with a Certificate of Merit to show its appreciation and
sincere thanks for his support during the visit to Steenbergen
on the occasion of the anniversary events for the 50th

anniversary of the crash of Wg Cdr Guy Penrose Gibson VC
DSO & Bar, DFC & Bar, RAF and Sqn Ldr James Warwick DFC
RAF in 1944.

Picture shows Cadet Cpl Searle with Penarth Branch
Chairman, Tich Taylor. 
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5. South African Area Annual Conference was this year hosted by its
East London and Border Branch, ably organised by Chairman Alan Harris
and his hard-working committee. The conference venue was the
Gonubie Hotel on the picturesque eastern outskirts of East London.

In honour of ‘The Fallen’, a commemoration service took place at the 
East London’s East Bank Cemetery’s Commonwealth War Graves
Commission Plot. The Cemetery is the resting place of several RAF
aircrew who died while undergoing training in the Empire Air Training
Scheme in WWII at the local airfields of East London, Grahamstown,
Queenstown and Port Elizabeth.

Photo shows Conference delegates at the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission Plot, East London.

6.  Swindon Branch members will be available at the RBL’s recently
opened ‘Pop In’ Centre in Swindon to help members of the RAF family.
The once high number of RAF units in North Wiltshire has meant that
many former RAF personnel have settled in the area. This prompted the
RBL to offer the Association the chance to have a presence in its Regent
Street Centre.

Hugh Thompson, Welfare Officer, said: “We are very grateful to our RBL
colleagues for offering us this opportunity to present the RAF Association
and it's services in a very public place. Someone from the Branch will be
at the Pop In Centre every Wednesday afternoon from 1 pm until 4 pm. 

We may be able to help those in financial difficulties or just provide some
companionship. If you think we can help, do come along and see us.  We
would also encourage anyone thinking of joining the Association to pay
us a visit.”

7. Cardigan Branch sadly report that it has decided to call “TIME!”.
Active membership has reduced so much in recent years due to old age
plus, in some cases, members moving to be nearer families. The last
meeting and AGM was held at the Gogerddan Arms, in March.
Afterwards members regrouped for a delightful buffet provided by the
management which enabled everyone to thank visitors including 
Cllr. John Williams & the RNA who have supported the branch for very
many years. 

Members are going to transfer to be a Registered Members Group and
will carry on with meetings (without the paperwork) and the Wings
Appeal crew are going to carry on “normal” service as long as they can.
Attendance at local Service events will continue as normal as long as
members can still stand up!

Back Row: Mike Chappell (Regional Chairman Brecon); Mike Hiles
(Llanydloes); Cllr John Williams (Area Vice-Chair,Towyn).
Front Row: Lillian Bright (Chairman,Knighton); Annette Williams, 
Pam Chappell (HWO Brecon); Jane Spraggs (Wife of Chairman, Cardigan).

Humphrey Spraggs is shown with the first and last Branch Certificates of
appreciation from HQ on setting up and 60 years of service. Humphrey
had a letter to Air Mail published following the article in a previous edition
of a Plt Off Bear who had a round-the-world trip in Lyneham C130!
Humphrey has been a major fund-raiser for Wings Appeal at Supermarket
collections over the years with boxes rivalling his human assistance in
value. He nearly got bear-napped on one of them!!
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1.  WRAF Branch held its 3rd AGM at the
Esplanade Hotel, Scarborough. Another very
successful year with membership rising constantly
and money raised for both Branch funds and 
Wings Appeal. The Branch retained the trophy for
the ‘smaller branch with most new members over
the year’ for a second year! New Chairperson, 
Sandra Finlay, was voted in and thanks were given
to Jacky Reid for all she achieved as Chair in 2014.  

The meeting finished with a talk on Welfare and the
Work of HWOs given by Anthony Hopkins. All were
made welcome by hotel staff – with several trips
out to restock the bars!! A lovely meal together and
entertainment by Joel, the Hotel’s “crooner”. As
usual, when a large group of WRAF get together,
there was a lot of fun and banter and all enjoyed
the seaside location with two even braving the
North Sea – in February   brrr!

2.  Germany Branch. Last year the Branch lost two of their stalwart
members: Peter Richardson (Treasurer and Secretary) and Peter Baldwin
(Chairman).  Prior to his death, the Chairman had asked Jim Walsh to
take over the reins of Secretary/Treasurer who had to organise the
AGM. As most members live in the area of Javelin Barracks (old RAF
Bruggen) it was decided that the meeting would be held there.  Several
members turned up and the Branch future was discussed. One or two
proposals were put forward for consideration.  Members will be
informed once a decision has been made. If any of you who normally
get notified by ‘snail mail’ now have a computer; please inform Jim:-
Jimwalsh1942@yahoo.co.uk.

3.  Cranwell Branch.Mike Smith and his wife attended the
Afghanistan Service of Remembrance at Lincoln Cathedral. The
morning started with coffee and biscuits at RAF Waddington talking to
relations of personnel who were killed during the 13 years - a moving
experience. Afterwards, attendees were ushered into a luxury coach
and had a police escort whilst travelling to the Cathedral, an interesting
experience! It looked as if the whole of the Lincolnshire Police Service
vehicles were parked near to the Cathedral.

A large number of Service personnel from neighbouring RAF units and
so many Squadron standards were on display. The whole service had
come together within 2 weeks - a staggering achievement both from
the RAF planners, the Cathedral staff and the Lincolnshire Police. It 
was an excellent commemoration to the 453 personnel who lost their

lives and the larger number of personnel who were injured 
in Op. Herrick.

4.  Waddington Branch members visited Westerly Care Home,
Woodhall Spa in March to meet Victor (Bill) Bolton, an ex RAF fitter
who was celebrating his 100th Birthday. 

Victor was presented with a framed plaque by RAF Waddington
RAFALOs Flt Lt Simon Nelson-Kirby and SAC Ashley Cafferkey.  The
branch supplied a birthday cake. 

Present were Victor Bolton and his stepdaughter Diane, 
Dave Green (Chairman), Ashley Cafferkey, Brian Petty, Andrew
Radford, Pauline Radford, Bryan Hall, Junko Green, Richard Elgie,
Val Petty, Phil Doorbar and Simon Nelson-Kirby. Refreshments
were provided by Mrs Jayne Tewnion the care home manager.
Victor also received a birthday card from Her Majesty The Queen.
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5. Doncaster Branch. In March 1053 (Armthorpe) Squadron
ATC held a graduation parade for newly qualified cadets.  The
Reviewing Officer was Air Cdre Stewart CBE FRAES. During the
Parade Cadet Flt Sgt Ryan Fox was presented with the “Young
Person of the Year” runner up award by WO Rowlands RAF (Regt),
SWO RAF Linton on Ouse, in front of Air Commodore Stewart,
parents and Ryan’s very proud mother. Ryan was the Branch
nomination for the “Young Person of the Year” Award.

During the evening 1053 Squadron was also presented with the
RAF Association Doncaster Branch Cup (and a cheque for £223)
in recognition of its efforts and support during the 2014 Wings
Appeal season. The cadets of 1053 (Armthorpe) Squadron
realised in excess of £1000 during the year for Wings Appeal.

6. Lossiemouth Branch. Two stalwart members have 
been rewarded for their tireless work with Presidential awards;
Janet Payne, very long serving branch secretary and also secretary of North East Scotland. Her
commitment, not only as secretary but also as a welfare officer, is total; David Greatorex,
treasurer, has been a member for nearly 60 years. Congratulations to them both, very 
well deserved. 

A long standing member,  Billy Forsyth died age 86 last October. After his death, Maureen, his
wife, went through his pockets and collected a total of £235 in foreign currency.  She has
donated this to the branch.  Billy will always be remembered. Photo shows Billy and Maureen.

Two members are moving south of the boarder, Simon Jones, past vice chairman, and Roy
Twiggs welfare officer. Thanks for all your work. Welcome to new Chairman, Marty Latham.
Having just retired from RAF Lossiemouth, he has brought the average age of the committee
down by about 20 years and his fresh ideas will be most welcome.

7. North Cotswold (Chipping Camden) Branch has, for the third
successive year, been awarded the Cup for collecting the most money
per head of membership in the Wales, Midlands & South Western Area.

During 2014 the Branch collected £10,169 towards Wings Appeal.
Ray Scantlebury, representing the Area Executive, is shown presenting
the Cup to Chairman Peter Griffith, at the AGM. The Branch was also
presented with another certificate for collecting in excess of £10,000.

It is very rare indeed for a branch to be awarded the cup three times, and
even more so on three successive years. Congratulations to all involved
especially Keith Moule who organises the collection teams. A special
thanks go to the Stratford on Avon 1289 Squadron ATC for their excellent
support.  They were very active throughout the year in raising money on
behalf of the Branch. Wings Appeal for this year currently stands at £250
due to donations received at the March AGM.

8. Tunbridge Wells Branch Chairman, Ron Sawyer presented the
badge of office to Maurice Verrell recently elected President.  Maurice is a long
standing member having served 25 years as Treasurer, Secretary and Chairman
at different times. The Branch wish him well in his new role.

When submitting Branch News to Air Mail, please 
note that wording should ideally be around

100 words, accompanied with supporting photograph which
should be of at least 300 dpi.  Please note that due to space
limitations, submission does not guarantee publication.

Please ensure that you give as much information as 
possible about those shown in any photographs and any 

copyright information relating to the photograph. 
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1.  Bridport and Lyme Regis RMG sponsored the ball for Bridport
F.C.'s final home game of the season against Gillingham Town in the
Toolstation Western League. 

A spokesman for the group said that they liked to be involved with the
local community in order to keep a high profile for the charity,
especially those that had supported them in the past which is why they
had decided to liaise with the club.

Picture shows the Bridport Manager, former Portsmouth, Reading,
Watford and Middlesborough striker Trevor Senior, accepting the ball
from group leader John Hill prior to the game on Easter Monday.

2.  Northern Ireland Area. Brian and Carol Titterington attended the
official opening of Croc an Uininn (Hill of the Sheep) viewing
point and the unveiling of the Spitfire memorial plaque which
took place outside the village of Glenelly in County Donegal

Readers may recall the programme on BBC2 Dig WWII hosted by
Dan Snow telling the story of how the Spitfire had crashed into
the Croc an Uininn and the discovery and excavation by local
Northern Irish historian Jonny McNee. 

Pictured are members of the Gleneely Development 
Association who organised funding for this project, 
Jonny McNee, Lt Col David Sexton - Chief of the Irish Republic
Defence Forces, Stephen Sealey representing the Weston Group
and AVM David Niven, Air Officer Northern Ireland. 

3.  Downham Market Branch held its monthly meeting in
April where the Chairmanship formally changed
hands from Peter Kingston to Len Algar. 

President, Gp Capt Harv Smyth, CO RAF Marham,
presented a clock to Peter and a set of glasses to his
wife Jean as thanks for their years of loyal and
dedicated service to the Association. The Branch is
delighted that Peter will still be involved.

At the end of the meeting an informative
presentation was given by Flt Lt Ady Hargreaves on
the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight.

4.  Aberdeen Branch.  Photo shows seven of nine
members enjoying a coffee after an afternoon visit
to Aberdeen International Airport in April.  The tour
was arranged by Kellie Heath, the Airport’s Media
and Communication Manager, who organised a

guided journey by airport bus around the airfield’s perimeter track
including visiting the apron at the terminal, viewing runways past and
present and even a relic of WWII, the barely visible area used for compass
swinging.

Bird management was very evident and conducted efficiently by bright
yellow trucks with Tannoy systems emitting distress calls causing the crows
to fly away. The volume of fixed wing traffic was steady and frequent, but
helicopter movements in the air and on the ground were almost non stop,
surprising all members. The two hour visit was fascinating and was
thoroughly enjoyed.

All were very grateful for the excellent commentaries given by the four
colleagues of the manager who went to great lengths in explaining the
functioning of a very busy airport.
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5.  Dudley Branch. John Deane (77) collected the British
Empire Medal in the New Year’s Honours to recognise his long
association with air force groups who remember past heroes and
encourage the flyers of the future.  

John’s work includes raising funds to pay for a cenotaph in
Dudley, organising Battle of Britain, Remembrance and 
Armistice commemorations plus co-ordinating Wings Appeal
with cadets from the Air Training Corps. He said: “It was quite a
surprise, it is nice to be recognised, I would like to think it might
inspire others.” 

John from Kingswinford, was presented with the BEM by 
West Midlands Lord Lieutenant Mr Paul Sabapathy CBE. The
ceremony was held at the Mayor's Parlour at Dudley 
Council House.

6.  Stockton & Thornaby Branchmembers enjoyed a 
visit to RAF Linton-on-Ouse where they were welcomed by
Northern Area Chairman, John Allison BEM, who is civilian
RAFALO at the station.

Branch President, Denis Grubb, presented two paintings of
Lancaster bombers to the Station Museum, recalling the days
when Linton was a Bomber Command station operated by 
the Royal Canadian Air Force.

During the tour of the station, several members had the
opportunity of “flying” over Yorkshire and the Lake District on
the simulators used by the trainee pilots.

7.  Barry Branch.  At the recent AGM a presentation was
made to Sqn Ldr  D Crandon. He received, from Branch
Secretary Howard Provis, a Silver Salver in appreciation of his
12 years as Branch President. David is stepping down to
concentrate on his work with the Air Cadets and will be
greatly missed, especially for his sense of humour and as
President, helped forge closer links between the Branch and
the Air Training Corps.  

The Branch was also very pleased to welcome its new
President Sqn Ldr Jim Muir who brings much experience and
a new perspective to the role of President. Jim expressed how
honoured and humbled he felt to be asked to take on the role
of President of a very worthy, hard working Branch and 
looked forward to supporting the team of volunteers. The
Branch also presented Howard Provis with a Certificate of
Merit for his significant contribution and guidance as
Secretary to the Branch.

Photo shows Howard presenting outgoing President Dave Crandon
with Silver Salver in the presence of the incoming President 
Sqn Ldr. Jim Muir

8.  Rotherham Branch is proud to have a lifetime member, Frank
Wells who has received Maundy money from Her Majesty The Queen
when she visited Sheffield Cathedral on 2nd April, 2015. Frank was one
of only 89 gentlemen in the Sheffield Diocese to receive this honour. 

As well as being a very active member of the branch he was, until
recently, the Church Warden at Rotherham Minster, having done this
for 6 years.  Photo shows Frank with son Russell.
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1.  Exmouth Branch.  In the last couple of years the Branch
has had a period of instability with several changes in Club
stewardship. The present tenants have turned round a failing
business and created a centre of excellence for all to enjoy. The
building has recently been renovated. Work is on-going to
refurbish the Brierley Bar (named after Norman Brierley, a
Branch founder who passed away earlier this year) and the
kitchen. The Branch thrives; sadly not all taking advantage of
the new club. It is a vibrant private members club with over 200
members many who are Branch members, supporting many
organisations including the Air Crew Association. At the recent
AGM the Area Director praised the efforts of the committee for
their perseverance and commitment in overcoming all of the
obstacles and putting the Branch back on the map. 

2.  Newcastle on Tyne Branch.  In April, the Branch held its
annual ANZAC Commemoration Ceremony at Chevington
Cemetery, Northumberland coinciding with the 100th

anniversary of the Gallipoli Landings where the legend of
ANZAC was born. RAF veterans from several local branches, the
RBL, RAF Police Assn, Royal Observer Corps Assn and the RBL
Riders Branch together with residents of the local villages and
ATC cadets attended. RAF Boulmer provided a Guard of Honour,
the RAAF was represented by Sqn Ldr Derek Reinhardt and New
Zealand by Lt Cdr Kane Sutherland. Kevan Jones MP
represented the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
Approximately 250 people attended - more than ever before.
Wreaths were laid and ATC cadets placed poppy crosses on
each of the ten ANZAC graves in the cemetery. After the
addresses, the ceremony ended with a march-past. The salute
was taken by Wg Cdr Richard Sharp. All then moved to the
nearby Trap Inn where a buffet reception was held.

3  Poole Branch.  At  the Wales, Midlands and South West Area
AGM and Conference weekend held at the Derwent Hotel,
Torquay, 3 awards were received by Committee Members of the
Branch. National President, AM Sir Dusty Miller KBE, presented
the Branch President/Treasurer, Doug Collett, with a National
Presidential Certificate and a Regional Presidential Certificate
for his outstanding leadership of the Branch. Honorary Welfare
Officer, John Watch, was awarded an Area Presidential
Certificate for his commitment to providing welfare support
and visits to hundreds of ex-RAF veterans and their next of kin
in the Bournemouth, Poole & Purbeck area during the past 8
years. The Certificate was presented by retiring Area President,
AVM Patrick O’Reilly CB.

4  Eastern Area.  In April a band concert was
held at The Apex, Bury St Edmunds given by the
RAF Honington Voluntary Band with the
Honington Military Wives Choir entitled "Salute 
To Our Services". Bury St Edmunds Branch
organised the attendance of Standard Bearers to
open the concert. 

Photo shows the Standard Bearers present: 
E Ribbans (Bury St Edmunds); M Mansfield
(Haverhill); G Oxford (Stowmarket); R Broscomb
(Dereham) ; G Denness (Newmarket); E Warner
(Woodbridge); M Marsh (Sudbury); 
Ms (SAC) M Andrews and J Wood (RBL Thetford
Branch).
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5.  Huntingdon and District Branch.  Branch RAFALO 
Abbie Gunsmoke-Smith ran the Bath Half Marathon in 2 hours 15
mins and raised £130 towards the Branch Wings Appeal, she is
shown here presenting her cheque to the Branch Chairman 
Gp Capt Ron Saunders.

6.  Republic of Ireland Branch hosted the Anglesey Branch to a
highly successful and enjoyable lunchtime gathering in the National
Yacht Club, Dun Laoghaire.

Extra guests were the President, Chairman and members of the
Lisburn Branch, Northern Ireland (NI), and the Regional Manager NI.

Photo (l-r): Pete McWilliams (Chairman RoI Branch),
Air Cdre Spike Milligan (President
Anglesey), Sarah Waugh (Regional
Manager NI and Overseas Area Director),
Jim Kelly (President RoI) and Jack Abbott
(Chairman Anglesey).

7.  Romney Marsh Branch members
attended the South East Area
Conference at the Potters Leisure Resort
in March 2015.

Branch Wings Appeal Officer Bob
Spinner received on behalf of the branch
a certificate of appreciation for the sum
of £10.000 plus collected by branch
members.

Photo shows Bob Spinner accepting the
award on behalf of the branch.

8.  Costa Blanca Branch continues to be actively involved with
current events in the Torrevieja area of Spain. 

In April, at the invitation of the Mayor, the Branch took part in the
'Association's Day' in Torrevieja where the activities of the
Association were displayed to the public.

In May the Branch, with the Standard, paraded at a special VE Day
70th Anniversary Service held at the La Siesta Church
Remembrance Garden. 
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1.  Birmingham Moseley Branch.
Recently, Nick Bunting, Secretary General,
visited to talk about ways of increasing
membership and some good pointers were
raised in the discussion.

A pleasant afternoon was had by all and
many members were able to speak with
Nick. The Branch thanked him for his 
visit and hope to see him again in the 
near future.

2.  Bedford Branch had a busy weekend
of 25/26 April at the Bedford branch and
branch club, with Saturday spent
celebrating a very young Hugh Jones's
100th birthday. Hugh who served initially
in the UK, then Malta at the height of the
campaign before finally seeing service in
Rhodesia as a flying instructor, enjoyed a
great party laid on by family and friends.  

Sunday saw AM Sir Roger Austin KCB, AFC
accept an invitation to attend the branch's annual St George's Day
Sunday lunch and to personally present Peter Kemp with a
Presidential Certificate for services to the branch over many years.
Peter has been involved in many aspects of the branch and branch
club, especially welfare and wings, was also presented with a
branch and branch club certificate for services locally. 

3.  Morecambe & Lancaster Branch.  Over a very cold, wet and
windy May Bank Holiday weekend, stoic members of the branch
and 455 (Morecambe & Heysham) Squadron Air Cadets turned out

to support the RAF Association Northern Area Exhibition trailer at
Morecambe Carnival. 

Trade was slow but £1,158.49 was still raised for Wings Appeal and good
publicity gained for the Branch.

4.  Sud-Ouest Branch members attended the inauguration of a plaque
which has now been placed on the War Memorial in the village of
Audenge due west of Bordeaux.  The plaque commemorates two airmen
who crashed in the village on 10 June 1944 whilst flying their Mosquito
of 151 Sqn from RAF Predannack in Cornwall. Although they both
survived the crash, regrettably both injured airmen died in hospital the
following day and were then buried in Bordeaux.  

However, on VE Day at the ceremony in Audenge, Matthew
Birch, the grandson of the pilot who was WO Terence Birch, paid
homage to his grandfather and came from Gloucester to unfurl
the plaque in his honour. The navigator, Sgt Ernest Tickle, is also
honoured on the plaque but no family members could be found
to attend the ceremony. Can anyone help us to find the family?
Sgt Tickle was born in Windle on the outskirts of St Helens on
Merseyside.  The St. Helens Branch has so far drawn a blank.  The
Mayor and residents of Audenge would love to have a family
member of Ernest Tickle visit and a warm welcome is assured.
The Branch email address is:rafasof@orange.fr 

Photo shows Matthew Birch revealing the plaque with the
Mayor and Sud Ouest France Branch Chairman, 
Beryl Dennett Stannard in support.
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5. Mablethorpe & Sutton-on-Sea members, friends and visitors
celebrated the 70th Anniversary of VE Day with a memorable cream
tea featuring full waiter service. Everyone enjoyed a selection of
finger sandwiches, scones, jam, fresh strawberries and cream
rounded off with homemade cakes and fancies, not forgetting the
bottomless tea and coffee pots.

Background music of the era supported a local crooner Rick Eyre
who sang many of the popular war time songs.  Tributes were paid
to the veterans present and past who secured peace in Europe, so
many with their lives.

The event raised £350 for Branch Wings Appeal.  Thanks to
Chairman Neville & Treasurer Alison with 4 of their friends who
made this possible.

6. Dunstable Branch is proud to have been able to adopt the two
ATC Squadrons in Luton since the closure of the Luton Branch. 
10F (Luton Airport) Squadron was adopted in February during the
official opening of the new Headquarters. The Certificate of Adoption
was presented to Group Captain Gorman on behalf of the Squadron by
the Branch Chairman, John Gilmour.

2465 (Luton Ickneild) Squadron was adopted in April at the Dining
In/Dining Out Night and the Certificate of Adoption was presented to
Officer Cadet Ryan Brown, recently appointed Officer Commanding, by
John Gilmour.

At the Annual Meeting and Mayor Making Ceremony of Dunstable
Council, the Branch were requested to participate in the event.
Chairman, John Gilmour, was invited to act as
Mace Bearer on this occasion. This was in
recognition of the standing the Branch has in
the local area.

7. Ellesmere Branch.  ATC cadets from
branch affiliated squadrons are pictured on a
visit to the National Trust property at Dunham
Massey in Cheshire. 

During WW1 this Georgian house opened its
doors as the Stamford Hospital offering a
sanctuary from the trenches for 282 wounded
soldiers. To mark the centenary of the First
World War the house has been transformed
into the hospital once again.

The cadets, from 28 Sqn ( Shawbury),
78 Sqn (Whitchurch) and 1165 Sqn (Oswestry) found the day instructive and enjoyable.
The trip was organised by the Welfare Officer Tim Potter.

8. Richard John Stephens will be 100 on 10th August.  He lives in Pembroke Dock
where he was stationed during World War II and was a member of Pembroke Dock
Branch until its closure and is now a member of South West Area HQ branch. 
Picture shows him at VE Day Service at Tenby. Congratulations! 
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Talking Air Mail
For details of the audio version of Air Mail please call Lisa Thipthorp on 

01780 783645 or e-mail lisa.thipthorp@rafa.org.uk 
A Yorkshire Region initiative
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1.  Armourers Branch.  The first AGM for the newly formed
Branch was held in March. Ian Thomas (Chairman) opened the
AGM and welcomed the guest of honour Griff Griffiths
(Membership Development Manager). The atmosphere was
incredible, with the feeling of being part of the armourer family
very much in evidence by those retired and those still serving
alike. The AGM business concluded, members were treated to an
excellent three course meal followed by coffee and mints and
traditional toasts.  Afterwards the bar was declared “open” and 
the Armourers and their partners retired to the bar. The 
evening concluded with a rousing rendition of ‘The Reputation’
sung in best armourer tradition. A very successful first AGM and 

a very positive foundation for the future growth
of the branch.

2.  Melbourne Branch.  Another wet ANZAC
Day this year but nevertheless a determined
attendance from members, with a march
contingent of 27 out in the rain and one or two
in cars. 

The turnout was excellent and all of the
photographs show all in perfect parade ground
step. TV coverage was really good. The Branch is
particularly proud of its two aircrew who turned
out in wheel chairs, despite the inclement
weather; Flight Engineer President Ray Brookes
and Mid-upper Gunner Frank Meech.  Well done
everyone.

A Thank you

I would like to say a great big thank you to the members of Burtonwood and Warrington Branch for making Dad’s “Celebration of
Life” very poignant and touching. My father Michael Healy had been a long serving life member of RAF Association along with myself.
Dad passed away in April and his funeral took place later that month. Dad was one of the founder members of Burtonwood Branch
which more recently joined branches with Warrington.

Dad was a very active member and was still out collecting last year. He would have been proud that the branch honoured him in the
way that they did. It was a sad and emotional but momentous occasion.

...Patricia Healy
Correction

In the January-March 2015 issue of Air Mail, in the Branch item relating to Hull Branch of the RAF Association, we incorrectly stated the
squadron to which the area was dedicated. It should have read 460 Squadron RAAF, we apologise for any dismay caused by this error.

1
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News from RAFATRAD Ltd
In line with many other retailers, from the 1 July 2015 the pricing structure for retail sales in relation to packing and
postage charges has changed. Prices will no longer include a packing and postage element which will be now be charged
separately according to the value of the order placed.

When placing orders via our on-line shop the packing and postage element should be added at the payment stage according to
the value of the order placed, customers placing telephone orders will be advised of the costs during the ordering process.
Customers can also order by post but the packing and postage charges should be added to the cheque payment according to the
value of the order placed.

Details of the new charges can be found on page 64 along with our updated price list. 
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The exploits of The Few during the
tempestuous days of the Battle of
Britain (10 July to 31 October 1940)

have been well documented but what of
those, male and female personnel, who
kept them flying? Chris Goss pays tribute
to those who were wounded or paid the
ultimate price during those three months
in the Summer of 1940.

The first recorded casualties were either
Coastal or Bomber Command related and
not connected with enemy action, the first
of them occurring on 10 July at RAF Silloth
in Cumbria. Whilst refuelling Avro Anson
serial K5316 of 1 Coastal Operational
Training Unit, AC2s Bill McInall, Len Ralph,
George Roach and Syd Slater were all
injured as a result of an accident. The
following day it was Bomber Command's
turn when, whilst loading bombs to
Vickers Wellington P9236 of 115 at 
RAF Marham, a bomb exploded injuring
Flt Sgt Tom Allen and four other ground
crew.  However, it would be another 16
days before the next casualties occurred-
yet again an accident to a Bomber
Command aircraft but this time seven
would lose their lives. Whilst loading
bombs to Fairey Battle L5528 of 150 Sqn at
RAF Newton in Nottinghamshire, one of
the bombs fell off and began to burn.
Despite a heroic effort from the aircrew
and ground crew to put out the flames,
the bomber exploded killing six from 150
Sqn and killing one and injuring another
from RAF Newton. One of those who died
was Flt Lt Walter Blom DFC-he had been
awarded the DFC on 10 May 1940, the first
day of the Battle of France. Despite his
Battle being badly damaged and he being
drenched and almost blinded by fuel, he
carried out the attack, during which his
bomber was damaged again, and he flew
back 90 miles to Ecury-sur-Coole when
after landing the Battle was classed as a
write off.  Another who died in the same
accident was experienced ground crew 
Flt Sgt Bill Franklin, holder of the British
Empire Medal. Sadly, there would be 
three more deaths before the month was
over when three unauthorised passengers 
were killed when Bristol Blenheim L6722 
of 29 Sqn crashed off Worm Head in 
South Wales.

August 1940 started quietly but saw the
first recorded ground casualty to enemy
action when Sgt Norman Dougal of 
30 Maintenance Unit was injured in an 
air attack on RAF Sealand on 4 August.
8 August would then see the only Marine
Branch casualties of the Battle of Britain
when AC1 Ray Wheeler was killed and Sgt
Wilf Vosper killed when High Speed
Launch 116 based at RAF Calshot was
attacked by German aircraft off the Isle of
Wight.

12 August 1940 would see the first major
air attack on mainland Britain and the days
that followed would see an increase in
casualties on the
ground.  On this
day,  casualties
were recorded at
RAFs Lympne,
Manston and
Hawkinge in Kent,
Gosport in
Hampshire, and it
is believed that a
total of 14 were
killed and 10
wounded.  The
worst casualties
occurred to
personnel of 912,
930 and 933
(Balloon) Sqns
based in and
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around Gosport as a result of a major
attack on Portsmouth Harbour by Junkers
88s.  The following day, known as Eagle
Day, would be even worse for the RAF.
Unopposed, Junkers 87 Stuka dive
bombers attacked the Costal Command
airfield at RAF Detling in Kent killing 24
personnel from the Station, 53 and 500
Sqns including the Station Commander,
Gp Capt Edward Davis AFC. A further 42
personnel were wounded. Air attacks were
also  carried out against RAF Eastchurch in
Kent (11 killed and 15 wounded including
a number of ground crew from the
Spitfire-equipped 266 Sqn) and RAF
Andover in Hampshire (two killed and one

Photo: Ground crew rearming a 73 Sqn Hurricane © Author.

Above, Helping a pilot into his parachute, RAF Northolt. Photo: © Author.

THE MANY
RAF ground crew in
the Battle of Britain
by Chris Goss
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killed or mortally wounded with another 10 wounded.  It would
also see the first WAAF casualty when 19 year old ACW2 Marguerite
Hudson was killed.  Coming from Wadsley near Sheffield, she was
later buried at Sheffield's Wisewood Cemetery.  

15 August also saw attacks on RAF West Malling in Kent and
Martlesham Heath in Suffolk but the attack which was to
eventually lead to a shift in bombing to London occurred that
evening when Croydon was attacked by German fighter-
bombers.  Casualties were inflicted on 111 Sqn ground crew (four

killed and three wounded) and 1 Sqn RCAF
(two wounded).

16 August would see attacks on airfields to the
south predominantly in the Portsmouth area
when Stukas attacked airfields at Tangmere,
Gosport and Lee-on-Solent.  However, there
were a number of audacious attacks by single
or small numbers aircraft against airfields in
Oxfordshire, the most daring being against
RAF Brize Norton at 1740 hrs which resulted in
the destruction of around 46 training aircraft.
Just two airmen, AC1s John Orr and John Price,
were recorded as being wounded.

After a day's respite, the Luftwaffe returned to
the skies over Britain on 18 August-known
since as 'The Hardest Day'.  Major attacks
occurred against Kenley, Manston,
Hornchurch, Biggin Hill and Ford with 15 killed
or mortally wounded and a further

injured). As proof of the
Luftwaffe's intent for this
last attack, German records
state that 12 Junkers 88s
from III Gruppe/
Lehrgeschwader 1 attacked
Andover around 1700 hrs
and that they scored six to
eight hits on hangars to the
south of the airfield and
damaged eight to twelve
aircraft outside the hangars.

14 August would see a
reduction in major German
activity due to poor weather
but the Germans took the
opportunity of sending
individual aircraft against
airfields, recorded as being
Abingdon, Little Rissington, Upavon, Brize Norton, Hullavington,
Netheravon, Boscombe Down, Bicester, Worthy Down, Whitchurch,
Cardiff, Old Sarum and Hamble to name just a few.  Attacks and the
inevitable casualties were recorded at Colerne near Bath (two killed
and seven wounded all from 39 Maintenance Unit), Hullavington
(four killed and seven wounded) and Sealand (one killed and eight
wounded).  However, three awful casualties occurred at about 
1715 hrs at RAF Middle Wallop in Hampshire. Caught by surprise,
the first the airfield knew was when a Junker 88 appeared
overhead; a pilot from 609 Sqn relates what happened next:

"When the alarm sounded, a maintenance party under 
Cpl Bob Smith was ordered to close the huge steel-plated
doors of one of the hangars.  They were desperately winding
on the big hand cranks when the bomb entered through the
roof.  The blast blew the doors off the upper guide rails".

Bob  Smith together with LACs Harry Thornley and Ken
Wilson were crushed to death as the door fell on them whilst
Cpl Frank Appleby lost an eye.

15 August 1940 would be called by the Germans 'Black
Thursday and would see air operations as far north as
Montrose in Scotland and as far west as Portland in Dorset.
As a result, RAF casualties on the ground saw quite a
geographical spread.  The worse hit airfield was Driffield in
Yorkshire, the home of 4 Group Towing Flight, 77 and 102
Sqns.  Seven Station and flying squadron personnel would be
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Above, 15 ground crew and five pilots, RAF Middle Wallop. Photo: © Author.

Above, Ground crew waiting for the next sortie, RAF Northolt. Photo: © Author.

Above,  Groundcrew wait patiently for the next raid. Photo: © Author.
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26 wounded.  Ground crew casualties
were suffered by  64 & 615 Sqns at 
Kenley as well as highly popular 32 year
old Flt Lt Robert Cromie, the Station and
615 Sqn's Medical Office, who lost his life.
He was buried in his home town of
Ballymoney in Country Antrim.

The days that followed saw another
respite in attacks with the Luftwaffe
carrying out lone or low number attacks.
New on the list of airfields bombed was
Bibury, just north of Cirencester in
Gloucester where 92 Sqn (Spitfires) and 
87 Sqn (Hurricanes) would be based in
rotation.  The Junkers 88 that bombed
Bibury on 19 August was briefed to attack
Little Rissington just to the north but
attacked Bibury instead and was later shot
down but the attack resulted in the death
of AC2 Arfon Jones.  A particularly bad
attack that day was against Honington in
East Anglia when 13 ground personnel
from the Station, 9 and 311 Sqns were
wounded but seven were killed.  One of
the inured was the first Czech ground crew casualty of the
Battle-AC2 Miroslav Svitorka.

21 August 1940 would see a series of attacks to the west
of England and Wales notably St Eval in Cornwall and
Porthcawl in Wales.  Porthcawl was the home to 3 General
Armament School and 7 Bombing & Gunnery Schools,
vital for training air gunners whilst St Eval was a Coastal
Command airfield.  Eight members of the Blenheim fighter
236 Sqn were wounded at St Eval and two killed and 12
wounded at  Porthcawl.

The airfield attack phase of the Battle of Britain had about
two weeks to run but casualties still began to mount.  For

Above, Air raid RAF Middle Wallop. Photo: © Author.

Above, The door that killed, RAF Middle Wallop, 14 Aug 40. Photo: © Author.

example, five were killed and 13 wounded at Manston on 24 August and
four 257 Sqn ground crew killed at Debden on 26 August.  There would be
only one casualty on 27 August.  Following an air raid on Biggin Hill, 46 year
old Sqn Ldr Eric Moxey took it upon himself to remove two unexploded
bombs which were hampering operations.  Sadly, at 2215 hrs, one of the
bombs he was moving exploded killing him instantly; his actions resulted in
the posthumous award of the George Cross on 17 December 1940.

The last two days of the month would see heavy casualties at Biggin Hill (30
killed and 13 wounded on 30 August) and Hornchurch and Debden (six
killed, 12 wounded on 31 August).  Clearly, the attack on Biggin  Hill was
severe and all but put the airfield out of action.  It would also see two more
female deaths-ACW1 Edna Button and NAAFI lady Mary Cremin.  39 year old
Edna came from Tasmania and is buried in Cray in Kent whilst 24 year-old
Mary came from Cork in southern Ireland and is buried at Orpington.

September 1940 would see the Luftwaffe continuing its major attacks
against airfields but not for much longer.  The last airfield attack which saw
casualties was against long-suffering Biggin Hill at 1130 hrs on 5 September
which resulted in one dead and four wounded.  However, on 7 September,
the Luftwaffe switched their attacks to London, the first two casualties of
this phase being AC2 Tony Haining and LAC Norman Low (both of whom
were wounded) who were on the strength of RAF Halton but must have
been in London when the bombing started.  Casualties from now on were
infrequent and even on 15 September 1940, Battle of Britain Day, just three
RAF personnel were recorded as casualties on the ground-one killed and

Above, Damaged 615 Sqn Hurricane, RAF Kenley, 18 August 1940. Photo: © Author.
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one wounded in Southampton and one
wounded in London.  Attacks away from
London did still occur as shown on 
26 September when four members of 
13 Maintenance Unit RAF Henlow were
killed and four injured in just such an attack. 

October 1940 would see less casualties in
London and other major cities but more to
accidents as a result of the increase in RAF
bombing activities.  There were a still
number of notable days. 1 October saw a
low-level attack on RAF Carew Cheriton in
Pembrokeshire by five Dornier 17s which
resulted in the first Dutch ground crew
casualty when Leading Engineer C Barthen
of 321 Sqn was wounded and then on 
6 October, Biggin Hill was attacked again
with three killed and six wounded. A 
most unfortunate  casualty occurred on 
8 October 1940.  Three Heinkel He 111s
had been briefed to carry out nuisance 
attacks along the south coat towards
Southampton; just outside Eastleigh, two
of them attacked 924 (Balloon) Sqn 
killing three and wounding five.  However,
just before this, one of the Heinkels had
been hit by light anti-aircraft fire, collided
with a tree and crashed on the lawns in
front of Stansted House near Rowlands
Castle on the Hampshire/Sussex border. 
Plt Off Gilbert Elliot was staying with Lord
and Lady Bessborough and on seeing the
bomber crash, rushed towards it only to be
mortally wounded when it exploded,
killing the five German crew at the same.

For the remainder of the month, RAF
casualties would occur across the UK
including on 9 October , the last recorded
WAAF death of the Battle of Britain, when
ACW1 Carol Lawry, who is buried in
Eastbourne, was killed.  Even Scotland
wasn't spared - an attack on 
RAF Lossiemouth on 26 October 1940 
not only resulted in a Heinkel 111 being
shot down but five ground crew from 21
Sqn being wounded and one killed when 
a direct hit by a bomb blew up 
Blenheim T2233 and also damaged a
further two Blenheims.

27 October would see the Battle of Britain
coming to a close but not before the
Germans commenced Operation
Opernball (Opera Ball), attacks against
Bomber Command airfields such as
Mildenhall, Lindholme, Honington, 
Great Massingham, Newmarket and
Wattisham. The final airfield, which was
attacked on 30 October, saw the use of
SD2 German butterfly bombs. 
Flt Lt Fred Berry and AC1 Frank Hamilton
would be wounded whilst two men 
FS William Fisher and Sgt George Birkhead
would be killed, all four are now believed
to be the last RAF ground crew casualties
of the Battle of Britain.

continued on next page

Above, ‘The Tap Room’-249 Sqn's ground crew RAF Boscombe Down August 1940.

Above, The importance of the WAAF is shown in this photo taken at RAF Rudloe Manor.
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Postscript

No story of RAF ground crew in the Battle
of Britain would be complete without
mentioning AC1 Harry William Clack of 
54 Maintenance Unit.  Aged just 16, he was
involved in recovering the remains of a
Dornier 215 which had been shot down by
fighters at Eaton Socon in Bedfordshire on
24 October.  During the recovery the
following day, the crane they were using
touched overhead power lines and Harry
was electrocuted and died shortly
afterwards.  Son of Harry and Winfred
Clack of South Norwood, he now lies in
Cambridge City Cemetery.  

Above, I think this photo says it all!

Above, Damage at RAF Driffield, 15 August 1940

Above, This picture taken on 7 Sep 1940 shows a raid in progress over Wapping/Rotherhithe in London, if you compare it with modern day satellite imagery ,the similarity is striking.

Above, 87 Sqn ground crew, RAF Exeter, August 1940
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XR6  2016 Diary
85 x 170 mm or
33/4” x 63/4” 

£3.99 plus p&p

X93 Catalinas of 210 Squadron 
228 x 121 mm or 9” x 43/4”

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X18 St Clement Danes
at night

121x 171 mm or 43/4” x 63/4” 
£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X11 Dawn’s First Light
Supermarine Spitfire Mk Vbs  
171 x 121 mm or 63/4” x 43/4” 

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X3B RAF Association Christmas Card 
(with greeting inside)

X3PB RAF Association Greeting Card
(blank inside)

171 x 121 mm or 63/4” x 43/4”  
£3.99 per pack plus p&p

XC7 2016 Slim Calendar
Legends of WWII
145 x 423 mm  or 
51/2” x 163/4” 
£6.99 plus p&p

X94Winter on the Front Line Typhoon
228 x 121 mm or 9” x 43/4”

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X99 Delivering Christmas
C17 Globemaster III

171x 121 mm or 63/4” x 43/4” 
£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X15 Red Red Robin
136 x 136 mm or  51/2” x  51/2”

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X14 Choir Boys
136 x 136 mm or 51/2” x  51/2” 

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X17Woodland Sleigh
136 x 136 mm or  51/2” x  51/2” 

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X16 Snow in the Country
171x 121 mm or 63/4” x 43/4”  

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

XB11 Bargain Pack 
St Clement Danes and
Santa and Reindeer
(20 cards) While stocks last

£7.49 plus p&p

X12 Home for Christmas
Hawker Hurricane of 249 Squadron
171 x 121 mm or 63/4” x 43/4” 

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

X13Adoration of the Baby
136 x 136 mm or  51/2” x  51/2”

£3.99 per pack plus p&p

UK POSTAGE AND PACKING CHARGES
Order value up to £5.00 - add £1.50,  up to £20.00 - add £3.50 - up to £50.00 - add £5.00  Over £50.00 - add £6.50

OVERSEAS POSTAGE AND PACKING CHARGES
Overseas postage will be charged at cost due to country variations.

Order by telephone on 01892 600191 or online at www.rafashop.com using credit/payment card. Overseas orders only accepted with debit/credit card payment.

Alternatively for UK orders you can order by post with cheque payable to ‘Rafatrad Ltd’ - postage and packing charges as per above must be included in your cheque value.

RAFATRAD LTD, UNIT 3, 5 SYBRON WAY, MILLBROOK IND ESTATE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 3DZ UK
A wholly owned subsidiary of The RAF Association,Registered Charity No:226686 (England  Wales), SC037673 (Scotland) to who profits are donated.

RAF Association Christmas Cards, Diary and Calendar
Each card pack (excluding bargain pack) contains 10 cards and envelopes of the same design with greeting With Best Wishes for Christmas and the New Year
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EGYPT

Egypt recently became the first confirmed export customer for
the French Dassault Rafale multirole fighter with an order for 24 of
the aircraft.  To get the aircraft into service quickly, three aircraft
will be diverted from French Air Force production and the
remainder will follow over the next 5 years.

ITALY

The first Lockheed Martin F-35 Lightning II built outside the USA
was rolled out at Alenia’s  new final assembly and check out
facility at Cameri in Italy on 12 Mar 15 and is the first F-35A for the
Italian Air Force.  In addition to final assembly of Italian and Dutch
F-35s, the plant will produce some 40% of the wings for all F-35As
worldwide.  In due course it will also maintain European F-35s.

JAPAN

The Japanese Maritime Self Defense Force has taken delivery of
its first new Mine Countermeasures helicopter from Kawasaki
Heavy Industries who are supported by Finmeccanica of Italy and
Agusta Westland.  The new helicopter is a derivative of the Agusta
Westland Merlin used by the RAF and Royal Navy and is known as
the MCH-101. It is equipped with an airborne mine hunting
system and a laser mine detection system; the former is towed
behind the helicopter on a sled. The MCH-101 will replace the
ageing Sikorsky Sea Dragons currently in service.

56

MALAYSIA

The first of Malaysia’s four new A-400M tactical transports was
delivered by Airbus Defence and Space in early Mar 15. Malaysia 
is the first country to receive this aircraft outside of the original
launch nations.

NEW ZEALAND

The Royal New Zealand Air Force has accepted the first three of
eight Kaman Seasprite anti-submarine helicopters into service
with No 6 Squadron.  They will be operated jointly with the Royal
New Zealand Navy from their frigates and patrol craft.

INDIA

After protracted contract negotiations, the Indian Air Force will
also receive the Rafale multirole fighter.  An initial 36 aircraft will
be built in France and it is thought that at least another 90 could
be produced in India by Hindustan Aeronautics Ltd in due course.

PAKISTAN

The US government has approved the possible sale of fifteen 
Bell Viper attack helicopters to Pakistan.  These helicopters would
either replace or augment the Pakistan Army’s long-serving 
Bell Cobras.

PHILIPPINES

WORLD MILITARY NEWS

ITALY - First Italian-built F-35A Roll Out. Photo: © Lockheed Martin.

PHILIPPINES - Philippines Air Force C295. Photo: © Airbus Defence & Space.

JAPAN - Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force MCH-101. Photo: © Agusta Westland.

MALAYSIA - Malaysian A400M. Photo: © Airbus Defence & Space.
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UNITED KINGDOM

The RAF’s newly-upgraded Puma HC2 helicopter has been
deployed operationally for the first time. They are based in Kabul,
Afghanistan, as part of Operation Toral, the UK’s contribution to
NATO’s training and assistance mission, where they have replaced
the last RAF Chinooks in that country.

The RAF’s Sentinel surveillance aircraft has been deployed to a
base in the Mediterranean to take part in Operation Shader, 
the coalition action against ISIL. Tornados are already based at
RAF Akrotiri on this operation.

No 32 (The Royal) Squadron has ceased to operate the BAe 125
aircraft after some 40 years of use. The last one returned from
operations in the Middle East in early March where they have
been in service for over 12 years. They were the only RAF
squadron to have had an aircraft permanently deployed on
operations overseas throughout that time.  No 32 (TR) Squadron
continues to operate BAe146 aircraft and an A109 helicopter.

Nine of the RAF’s C-130J transports have been upgraded for
extended-range operations. These Hercules have been equipped
with external fuel tanks under a modification programme costing
around £7 million. The external tanks have extended the range of
the C-130J to around 3,000nm.

The first batch of the RAF’s Merlin transport helicopters has now
been transferred to Royal Navy control with the move of 846 Naval
Air Squadron back to RNAS Yeovilton from RAF Benson in late
March 2015. The Merlin is gradually replacing the Sea King with
the Commando Helicopter Force; a second RN squadron, No 845,
will commence transition to the Merlin at Benson later this year
and they should return to Yeovilton in 2016.

The RAF has been heavily involved in the relief efforts following
the earthquake in Nepal. Three of the new longer-range Chinook
helicopters have been deployed and a C-17 Globemaster and 
C-130J Hercules have been delivering supplies and personnel.

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

The US Navy’s new E-2D Hawkeye airborne early warning aircraft
set out on its first operational deployment on the USS Theodore
Roosevelt on 11 Mar 15. The aircraft serves with the VAW-125
‘Tigertails’ squadron and the deployment takes the form of a
world cruise as the carrier redeploys from the East Coast of

America to the West Coast. The
carrier’s first port of call was
Portsmouth, where she anchored in
the Solent for 5 days. The carrier is
now carrying out operations in the
Middle East.

The USAF is to acquire a number of
US Army UH-60 helicopters to
replace the UH-1s it has used for
some 40 years for ballistic 
missile launch site support. The 
UH-60s are being retired by the 
US Army and will be refurbished and
upgraded by the USAF before
entering service later in the decade.
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Airbus has delivered the first of three C295 medium transports to
the Philippine Air Force which will use them for airlift and
humanitarian relief tasks.

POLAND

Poland has selected Airbus Helicopters to provide the country’s
future military utility helicopters. The company will build 50 of its
H225M Caracals and EC725s in Poland to meet the country’s need
for a new generation of helicopters for troop transport, search-
and-rescue and anti-submarine warfare. The helicopters are due
to be delivered from 2017 onwards with the initial aircraft
probably coming from Airbus’s French factory and then followed
by local production.

QATAR

Qatar has also agreed to purchase at least 24 Rafale fighters thus
continuing this country’s long tradition of purchasing aircraft from
this French manufacturer. They operate or have operated Mirage F1
and Mirage 2000 fighters and Alpha Jet trainers in recent times.

RUSSIA

Russia plans to restart production of its Tupolev TU160 “Blackjack”
supersonic strategic jet bomber to enhance their Air Force’s
capabilities in terms of missile carriers.  This will follow on from the
current modernisation programme of the original fleet produced
between 1984 and 2000.

POLAND - Airbus H225M Caracal. Photo: © Airbus Defence & Space.

UK - Sentinel R1 of 5 Sqn pictures at RAF Fairford.
Photo: © J M Henderson.
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We record with sadness the passing of the
following members of the RAF Association
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Mr D Adams Exmouth
Mr D C Ahier North Weald & Ongar
Mr J D Allen Peterborough
Mr P Anselmi Clacton-on-Sea
Mr G R Amos (Scott) Lincoln
Mr W Archer Spennymoor
Mrs P M Arvell Peterhead
Mr F A Bacon Colchester
Mr R J Bagley Horsham & Storrington
Wg Cdr B Bainbridge

Huntingdon & District
Mr C H Baker Ilford & Woodford
Mrs N J Baker Shaftesbury
Mr D Bannister Thurrock
Mr W Bannister Eastern Area HQ
Mrs P D Bannon South Eastern Area HQ
Mr D E A Barnes Eastbourne
Mr R A BarnesWatton
Mr E G Bath Trowbridge
Mr B BattenMablethorpe/Sutton
Mr E Beale CHQ 
Mr I D Beale Romsey
Mr D Beaufont-Bishop Shaftesbury
Mrs I G Beaumont Trowbridge
Mr P G Beck North Walsham
Mr F Belsham Southend-on-Sea
Mr J Bennett South Eastern Area HQ
Mr G S Benson Stowmarket
Mr K H Bernau South West Area HQ
Mr A Bethell Sale
Mr T R Beveridge Swindon
Mr J Bird South West Area HQ
Miss P Bish Steyning/Adur
Mr G R Bishton Burnham-on-Sea
Mr I R H Black Cape Town
Mr W Blackburn South Eastern Area HQ
Mr W Blaine Carrickfergus
Flt Lt F F Boler Huntingdon
Mr G Bolt North West Area HQ
Mrs KV Bonser Leicester
Mr D Boothman Leyland & District
Mr H Boreham South Eastern Area HQ
Mr H A Bowen Worthing
Mr E J Bowen Erewash
Rev M G Bowler CHQ
Mr D T Breed Grimsby & Cleethorpes
Mr F R Bresnen Birkenhead
Mr M A Brett Maidstone
Mr K Bridge North West Area HQ
Mr J C Bright Thurrock
Mrs O Brightman Guernsey
Mr B Brinson Southend-on-Sea
Mr E A Brockwell Keyworth
Mrs H L Bronwin Tunbridge Wells
Miss M E Brook Orpington
Mr H Brookes Kidderminter
Mrs M J Brookes Stone & District
Mr R G Bryce Republic of Ireland
Mr A Bunn Southend-on-Sea
Mrs M Burns Norwich
Mr L A Burrell Leicester
Mr C T G Burrows Lincoln
Mr D I Butterfield Melksham
Mrs M Byrne

Letchworth, Hitchin & District
Mr V P Caira Herne Bay
Mr P Callejja Malta GC
Mr P C Campbell Harrogate & District
Mr G Cannon Kettering

Mr R W F Card Devizes
Mr E J L Carroll Brecon
Mr R Cavill Tunbridge Wells
Mr G L ChambersWimborne
Mr P J Champion Bexhill-on-Sea & Battle
Mr A F Chapman Eastern Area HQ
Mr D Chubb Lincoln
Mr J R Chudleigh

Southampton & Eastleigh
Mr D G Clark Stowmarket 
Mr P Clarke Skipton
Mr J Colling Seahaven
Mr T S Coltman Eastern Area HQ
Mr D Cooper East Grinstead
Mr D Cooper Weston-super-Mare
Mr G W Cooper Ripon & District
Mr L Corbin Guernsey
Mr H J Cosgrove Biggin Hill
Mr S R Crane Northampton
Mr M Craven Newmarket
Mrs I Cresswell Nairn
Mr D W Crowther Dunfermline & Stirling
Mrs S Dalrymple East Fife
Mr H Daniel St Neots
Mr A Darney Swansea
Mr B Dart Wales, Midland & SW Area
Mr B J Dawson King’s Lynn & District
Mr D Deller Uxbridge
Mr A Dicker Abbots/Kings Langley
Mr J Dickinson

Mablethorpe & Sutton on Sea
Mr S Dixon Grimsby & Cleethorpes
Mr J Doggett Cambridge
Sqn Ldr G V Donald Cape Town
Mr B Donders CHQ
Mr W A Douglas Eastern Area HQ
Mr R Drury Lincoln
Mr J G Dunn Anglesey
Mr J EadeWorthing
Mrs C EdwardsMarket Harborough
Mr J Elliot Edinburgh, Lothians & Borders
Mr J E Ettridge Grantham
Mr T Evans Llanidloes
Mr W Evans Keyworth
Mr E Fairclough Ely
Mr A Farrow Haverfordwest
Mr D T Feek Isle of Wight
Mr B R FentonWoodbridge
Mr M J Field Eastern Area HQ
Mr K Fitchew Swindon
Mrs D FlackMid-Tyrone
Mr M P Fleming Lossiemouth
Mr F J Forde Rotherham & District
Mr F J Foster Chesham & Amersham
Mr C R Fox South Eastern Area HQ
Mr C Foxwell Chesham & Amersham
Mr P A Fuller Grimsby & Cleethorpes
Mr C J S Fynes Fleet
Mr P W Garnham Diss
Mr H O Gaskell Jersey
Miss B Geraghty Republic of Ireland
Mr G Gibson Headcorn
Mr WDG Gidley Bedford
Mr B Glaves Sheffield
Mr A Grainger North East Area HQ
Mr S Grainger Eastern Area HQ
Mr K A R Gray CHQ
Mr F V Greaves Coventry
Mr L GreenMaidstone

Mr D Green North West Area HQ
Mr F W Greenacre

Grimsby/Cleethorpes & District
Mr J A Grimer South West Area HQ
Mr J A Groom Guernsey
Mme P Guidot Ile-de-France
Mr C HammersleyMarket Harborough
Mr R E Hammond 

Southgate/Wood Green
Mr H W Harper Lowestoft
Mr A L Harris Porthcawl & Kenfig
Mr K B Harris Beccles & Southwold Area
Mrs L R Harrison MBE 

South Eastern Area HQ
Mrs J Hart Eastern Area HQ
Mr M V Hawkins Horsham & Storrington
Mr A J Hawksworth Nottingham
Revd T Hawthorn Lowestoft
Mr P B Heading King’s Lynn & District
Mr E F Heald Thornton Cleveleys
Mr M Healy Burtonwood & Warrington
Mr C H D HeapsMansfield
Mr M Helm Eastern Area HQ
Mr H S Hewis Boston
Mrs E Hewis Boston
Mr R Hicks St Albans
Mr R Hillsmith Romford
Mr D F Hinsby North Walsham
AVM N E Hoad CVO CBE AFC FIMgt

Eastern Area HQ
Mr A R Hodge The Deepings
Mr A W G Hodges Dunstable
Flt Lt N Hodges RAFVR (T)

Great Yarmouth
Mr P Hodgson Driffield
Mrs P C M Holden Keyworth
Mr G A Houghton King’s Lynn & District
Mr J Howe Norwich
Mrs G Howes Coventry
Mr D Humphery Norwich
Mr G T Hunt North West Area HQ
Sqn Ldr G R A Hunter-Tod CHQ
Mr B Hurst Wales, Midland & SW Area
WO D Hurst Stamford
Mr B Hutchinson North Wet Area HQ
Mr L Hylton South Shields
Mr C Jackson Shetland
Mr C S Jackson Huntingdon & District
Mrs O M Jarrold Norwich
Mr K Jay Thurrock
Mr A H Jeal Romford
Mr R D C Jewsbury Northampton
Mr D R Johnson Eastern Area HQ
Mr J Johnson Northampton & District
Mr T P Johnson Ormskirk
Mr W A Johnston Thornton Cleveleys
Mr B Johnstone Aberdeen
Mr D Jolley South Eastern Area HQ
Mr D Jones Letchworth/Hitchin
Mr D Jones Swansea
Mr J JonesWales, Midland & SW Area
Mr N Jones Largs
Mr R A Jones Dunstable
Mr N Keer Bexhill-on-Sea
Mr R G Kendrick Sheringham
Mr J Kennedy Southend-on-Sea
Mr R Key Thetford
Mr P King Lincoln
Mr A G Kinman Hinckley
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Mr A G Kinsey Eastern Area HQ
Mr P Knights Birmingham/Sheldon
Mr C Lane Edinburgh, Lothians & Borders
Mr E V Lawrence South West Area HQ
Mr W Lawther Hexham
Mr V Lawton Eastern Area HQ
Mr R Leaney Hayling Island
Mr E Leaviss Erewash
Mr R Legg Ayr & Prestwick
Mr E W J Lensh Dawlish
Mr A Levens South West Area HQ
Wg Cdr J M Lewington Beeston
Mr W E Lewis Eastern Area HQ
Mr JA LewneyMelton Mowbray
Mr D Lidgard

Grimsby/Cleethorpes & District
Mrs K Lindsey Keyworth
Mr R Lloyd Barry
Mr R T Lloyd Bargoed/Blackwood
Mr E W Loades Fakenham
Mr D Lock Grimsby
Mr G Logan Scotland Area
Mr G E LongWitney
Mr J Loughran Dover & District
Sqn Ldr D J Lynch Tunbridge Wells
Mr H T Lyon Leigh
Mr G Mahony CHQ
Mr G MalliaMalta GC
Mr M F A Maltin Dursley & S Gloucs
Mr A E Manning Aberdeen
Mr D E Marchant South Eastern Area HQ
Mr A Marsden Retford
Mr C E Marsh Llandaff & Ely
Capt R H Martin Queensland
Miss D Matthews Erewash
Mrs J Matthews St. Neots
Mr J J P Matthews CHQ
Mr H N MattockMarket Harborough
Mr R H Maury Orpington
Mr D May Dunstable
Mr I A Mayland Beccles & Southwold Area
Mrs J Mayne Chesham & Amersham
Mrs E McAndrew Seaham & District
Mr A G McCaughey CHQ
Mr T McClymont Greenock
Mr J McCue

Grimsby/Cleethorpes & District
Mr L J McGregor Stevenage
Mr D I McGuirk Tamworth
Mr L W McNallyMorpeth
Mr J McNicol Potter Heigham
Mr A McPaul Greenock
Mr J McQuade Barry
Mr H O Medland North Cornwall
Mr N F Meider Northampton & District
Mr W Meil Edinburgh, Lothians & Borders
Mr M Milliken Armourers
Mr A Mills Oxted & Limpsfield
Mr T G Mills South Eastern Area HQ
Mr G Morgan Stockton/Thornaby
Mr B A Morris Brecon
Mr R MorrisWales, Midland & SW Area
Mr R B Morris Darlington
Mr A G Morrish St Neots
Mrs N Mortimer Torquay
Mr M G MossWales, Midland & SW Area 
Mr J Mulholland Ayr & Prestwick
Mr G E Mullings Wales Midland & SW Area
Mr R F Musson Birstall

Mr N Myatt Tamworth
Miss G Naidu City/Central London
Mr M A NarboroughWisbech
Mr G Nash Bebington
Mr R F Neish Overseas Area
Mr B J Nesbitt East Belfast
Mr P Neville Rushden
Lady P S Newton Steyning & Adur Valley
Mr D Nicholls Grimsby & Cleethorpes
Mr A Nicholson Sheffield
Mr P M F Nolder Dursley & S Gloucs
Mr B Oliver Diss
Mr M D Olsen Grimsby & Cleethorpes
Mrs O L Parker Harrogate & District
Miss B Parkin Lincoln
Mr B ParkinsonMablethorpe/Sutton
Mr K Parsons Amsterdam
Mr D M Pass CHQ
Mr G Patston Stourbridge
Mr J E Pattinson Spennymoor
Dr F Pearce Birmingham Moseley
Mr L Pizzy Overseas Area
Mr A J Plowman Shrewsbury
Mr M Postle North Walsham
Mr A C Pote Kettering
Mr E Potton Eastern Area HQ
Mr E Price Stowmarket
Mr R J Pyman 

Letchworth, Hitchin & District
Mr G M Redfern Leicester
Mr R A Redford Rushden
Mr E J Reed Newmarket
Mr J Reeson Birstall
Mr W Richardson Jamaica
Mr J Ridley Irchester & District
Mr A Roberts Peterborough
Mrs M A Roddick Dumfries
Mr E Rogers Barnsley
Mr A H Rowell Formby
Mr B Rushworth Ripon & District
Mr B A Russell Weymouth/Portland
Miss M Russell South Eastern Area HQ
Mr W H Russell Lincoln
Mr D C Sales Eastbourne
Mr E P Sampson Swindon
Mr H Scott Barry
Mr M S J Scott Norwich
Mr R E Sellens Holbeach
Mrs F I ShannonWoodbridge
Mr K H Sharp Birstall (Leics)
Mr K Shaw North West Area HQ
Viscount R R Shelford Cambridge
Mr C SherwinWoodbridge
Mr D G Shrimpton Wisbech
Mr I K Sillars Inverurie
Mr E Simmonite Barnsley
Mrs I Sleigh Leigh
Mr W G E Smart Hastings & St Leonards
Mr L Smelt Grimsby & Cleethorpes
Mr A Smith Republic of Ireland
Mr G Smith Rhyl & Abergele
Mrs G E N Smith Twickenham
Mr K H Smith Braunstone
Mr M F Smith Stamford
Mr P Smith Northampton & District
Mr W G Smith Lincoln
Mr G Smyth Northern Ireland Area
Mr P E Squire Chelmsford
Mr J Stanley Windsor & Eton

Mr A J Stephens St Albans
Mr W J Stewart Rutland
Mr B Stone Dunstable
Mr R Stoppard North West Area HQ
Mr H Storey St. Neots
Mrs D M Strawson Lincoln
Mr T Street Romsey
Mr P L Styles St Neots
Mr J R Summersgill Norwich
Mr J Sutton Cape Town
AM Sir John Sutton KCB Rutland
Mr M Sutton Rutland
Mr R Tacey Rutland
Mr B C Taylor Tamworth
Mr J J Taylor Leighton Buzzard
Mr L Taylor CHQ
Sqn Ldr S Taylor Aldeburgh & District
Mr P E Tetlow Nottingham
Mr J Thomas Yeovil & District
Mr J S Thomas South West Area HQ
Mr A Thompson Northampton
Mr J Thompson Towyn & Aberdovey
Mr P A Thomson Wisbech
Mr C Tinkler Salisbury
Mr M S Tiwana Uxbridge
Mrs M Toon King’s Lynn & District
Mr E Townend Hinckley & District
Mrs J Townsend North Costa Blanca
Mr W Trevis Stafford
Mr A R Tricker South West Area HQ
Mr G I Tucker Llandaff & Ely
Mr H Tupper Christchurch
Mr N Turnbull St Neots
Mr D S Tyler Dunstable
Mr D C Underhay Frinton & Walton
Mr B J Varley Itchen & Hamble
Mr R Venning South West Area HQ
Gp Capt F Vincent Hertford & District
Mr K W Waite Eastern Area HQ
Mr J Waldron Lincoln
Mr B W WalfordWitham & Rivenhall
Mr R J Walker Guildford
Mr W G Walpole CHQ
Mr K Warren Leighton Buzzard
Mr M Watson Grimsby & Cleethorpes
Mr L Watts Gold Coast
Mr P M C Welply Oxford & District
Mr G T Welsh South East Area HQ
Mr D West King’s Lynn & District
Mr J D WheelerWymondham
Mr J White Leigh
Mr J White St .Neots
Mrs M E White Norwich
Mr H V Whiting Haywards Heath
Mr K J Whitty Coventry
Mr E J Wild Kenley & Caterham
Mr R Wildey Harrow District
Mr G K Williams South Eastern Area HQ
Mr J Williams Bletchley (MK)
Mr D K Wilson

Huyton with Roby & Liverpool
Revd R S Windmill Burnham on Sea
Mr I D Wise Lewes
Mrs R Woods Wymondham
Mr N Workman Causeway Coast
Wg Cdr J A Worrall CHQ
Mrs M P Wright Orpington
Mr D Wuyts Beccles & Southwold Area

Please note:  Air Mail cannot accept obituary notifications,
they must be notified to Branch and Area Offices 
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Air dropped propaganda/surrender leaflets, news, 
sheets, blood chits in all languages required by researcher.
Info, squadron, dates, aircraft. Contact S E Baggett, 
14 West Hill Avenue, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8JU. 
Telephone 01372 728404

Flt Lt Thomas Charles Samuels. We are trying to locate 
Flt Lt Samuels or a family member. He served in the RAAF
during WWII moving to UK and was commissioned into RAF
in 1950 retiring 1962. The RCMP in Surrey, BC, Canada have
property belonging to him that they would like to return. Any
assistance would be appreciated. Contact Gary Campbell at
garcar@nbnet.nb.ca

Seeking information on a ‘1940 symphony’ based on original
Tchaikovsky’s 1812 which was written starting with melody
of British Hymns with the German National Anthem as a
counter melody growing stronger. It ended with anti-aircraft
fire rather than cannons and the all clear siren. If you have any
information that can help us in our search for this please 
e-mail it too ian.wright@rafa.org.uk

Old Colleagues

Help

RAF Butterworth & Penang Association inc RAF Glugor,
Western Hill and 114MCRU. Active Association with
newsletters and annual reunion Stratford upon Avon. Contact
Secretary on 01636 650281 (answerphone), e-mail
secretary.rafbpa@gmail.com or visit our website 
www.raf-butterworth-penang-association.co.uk

The RAF Locking Apprentices Association welcomes
contact from former apprentices who trained at RAF Locking
or RAF Cranwell who wish to renew comradeship. 
Tel 01933 317357 or www.raflaa.org.uk

All personnel, serving ex-service or civilian, who have served
at either RAF Masirah or RAF Salalah are invited to join the
Masirah/Salalah Association for contacts, comradeship and
future reunions. Contact membership secretary Colin Blakelock:
cblakelock@rogers.com. All will be made welcome

Welcome to personnel who served at RAF Changi, incl
HQFEAF 46/71. Reunions, newsletters, contacts meet and
greet. Contact M Flack 01494 728562 or www.Rafchangi.com

Are you an ex-Admin Apprentice living in Cyprus? We are 
a small group of ex-apps who meet every three months for
lunch and a beer. Other ex-app’s or ex-be’s would be most
welcome. Contact Ray Burrow in Cyprus on 99-303572 if 
you are interested

Association of RAF Women Officers. Female officers of
WAAF/WRAF/RAF and equivalent reserve positions or
nursing services. Do join your Association. E-mail our 
Hon Secretary, Mrs Daphne Short: mo.da@sky.com

WAAF/WRAF/RAF(W) Associationwarmly welcomes all as
full members. £10 pa. Twice yearly magazines. AGM/Reunion,
annual service St Clement Danes. Membership details
contact: Linda Hamill 01472 232986. All other enquiries: 
Sandy Faloon 01753 582170.

Reunions
RAF Seletar Association inc RAF Tengah. Annual reunion 
9 - 11 October 2015 at the Sketchley Grange Hotel, near
Hinckley, Leicestershire. Local reunions also held. Contact
Membership Secretary David Taylor on 01904 593259, email
dt@deltatango.net or website www.rafseletar.org

47th Entry Suppliers annual reunion to be held at the Wortley
House Hotel, Scunthorpe, Lincs on Saturday 3October 2015.
For more details contact p.gibbodenton@btinternet.com or
mdolan442@aol.com. Tel 01635 821564

102 Squadron Association. Annual reunion for ex-squadron
members, families and friends. All welcome. Contact 
Hon Sec email skularatne@aol.com or call 01253 885253

RAF Mauripur Association. 20th annual reunion 
12-14 November 2015 at Falcon Hotel, Stratford-upon-Avon.
May be our final get-together so don’t miss out. Contact
David Holman, 01502 716995, email daveholman@supanet.com

UKSU Ramstein AB. Mackenbach 1B Football Team
reunion to be held on Saturday 5 September 2015 in Poole,
Dorset. All welcome. Contact georgemunday@fsmail.net or 
Tel: 01733 243166

RAF Changi Association welcomes enquiries for
membership.1000 current members. Reunions, newsletters,
buddy lists and meets. Membership Secretary M Flack
01494 728562 or wwwRafchangi.co.uk

102 Sqn Association Remembrance Day Service Sunday 8
Nov 2015. All welcome. Meeting at St Catherine’s Church,
Barnby Moor 10 am for 10.15 service and wreath laying
followed by service at Pocklington Airfield Memorial for
further service and wreath laying. Contact Hon Sec, email
skularatne@aol.com or call 01253 885253

Seeking info about Crawford (Jock) Campbell. Was his
wartime navigator in Italy & Greece. He stayed in RAF as
Master Pilot serving at Shawbury, St. Athan, Coltishall,
Chivenor (target towing) and Air Traffic Control. Contact Ernie
(Paddy) Burke on 01582 507185

Seeking Jim Parry, Stan Johnson 160 Sqn RAF Ceylon
1944/45, also Pat Stevens RAF Dyce 1943/44. Contact
kellockthomas@yahoo.co.uk

Old Colleagues continued

NOTICES

To place a notice call 01892 600191 to pay by credit/debit card
or write to Rafatrad Ltd enclosing a cheque for the appropriate
amount. See page 1 for our postal address. 

HELP and OLD COLLEAGUES

Members:Maximum of 30 words £3.50, 
Non-Members:Maximum of 30 words £20.00,
Extra words: 80p each word

REUNION
Maximum of 30 words £10.00. Extra words 80peach word
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FUN CROSSWORD

Summer 2015 FUN CROSSWORD
by Enigma

Solution to this crossword can be found on page 63

11                                                                                                                                12     

Across
1 75th Anniversary commemoration on

15 September 2015 (6,2,7)
9 Item which secures itself when tightened (4-3)
10 Ham it up! (7)
11 Covered sports centre (9)
12 Enraged some pirates (5)
13 Former passenger aircraft belonging to

Neptune (7)
15 Dwelling place (7)
17 Deprive a tree of its foliage (7)
19 Re-sails somehow without wind (7)
21 Section of the orchestra (5)
23 Table a top card (4,2,3)
25 Stone-like concretions in, eg, the kidneys (7)
26 Bulky (7)
27 31 December 2099 (3,2,3,7) 

21                                                 22                     23                                                                          24

25                                                                                                       26

13                     14                                                                           15                     16           

27                                                 

Down
1 Large aircraft from Northern Ireland? (7)
2 Unspoken diplomacy surrounding independence (5)
3 Cockney speech (9)
4 Remote location for dismissed mail (7)
5 One of a pair of literary props (4-3)
6 Tribe taking part in Venice night life (5)
7 Snow slip (9)
8 Powdered food made by Aunt Mel (7)
14 Popular completed aircraft manoeuvre set up (9)
16 Deathly offence (6,3)
17 Complete break-up (7)
18 Showy in dress (7)
19 Suffering from bloodlessness (7)
20 Theatrical hangings (7)
22 Cram with material (5)
24 Farewell overseas (5)

1                        2                  3                        4                        5                        6                        7                       8

9                                                                                                       10

17      18                     19                                                                           20 
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FOR SALE

AVIATION PAINTINGS
Original Paintings for your Home or Office.

Limited Edition Prints now Available
For free colour brochure write to:

NIGEL W. MORRIS
Associate of the Guild of Aviation Artists.

1 Headington Road,
Saughall Massie,

Wirral.
CH49 4GG.

Telephone 0151 678 0834

You could advertise 
your company or service in

this space for as little 
as £22 per issue.

Why not contact us on 
01892 600192 to discuss 

your requirements?

WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY
Whether you are starting from scratch,
or have already written something,
Bound Biographies can work with you
to produce a handsomely bound book
for your family. Call Wendy on 01428
643591 or e-mail
WendyBB@compuserve.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

july-september 2015Air Mail62

ACCOMMODATION
including Self-Catering

CYPRUS, Pissouri (near Episkopi)
Two bedrooms, garden, shared pool,
peaceful location overlooking beautiful
bay. Five minutes to beach, tavernas and
water sports close to charming mountain
village, good restuarants and golf course. 
Telephone 01243 780381
or e-mail: sue@1aacclaim.co.uk

CYPRUS, Kyrenia
Super individual villa; beautiful garden;
large private pool. Sleeps 6 in 3 bedrooms,
all en-suite, with private balconies and air
con. Local shops and tavernas nearby. Sea
and mountain views. Airport transfers, car
hire etc. www.villanorthcyprusuk.com
or 01438 813783

CHELTENHAMCHELTENHAM
RAFA HQ & CLUBRAFA HQ & CLUB

WELCOMES VISITING MEMBERS
Thursday-Sunday Lunchtimes

Thursday and Saturday Evenings
(Wings Coffee Bar Thurs/Fri 10am-12noon)

1 ROYAL CRESCENT,
CHELTENHAM

(Off Promenade to rear of Coach Station)
Branch Admin: Mrs Adlam 01242 516285
Branch Treasurer: Mrs Blake 01242 233225

RAF ASSOCIATION CLUBS

CLUB & BAR OPEN DAILY
except Christmas Day

BOWLS SECTION - SNOOKER ROOM
Entertainment every Saturday

Quiz Nights, Line Dancing etc on Weekdays

Restaurant Open for Lunches/Snacks
Telephone Club for Opening Times

New Members and Visitors Welcome

Waterloo Square, Bognor Regis PO21 1TE 
Tel 01243 865615 

website: www.rafa381.co.uk

BOGNOR REGIS RAFA

CORNWALL
The Gremlin Club

Chapel Street, PENZANCE
Cornwall’s only RAF Association Club

Open every day
Telephone Number: (01736) 363720

Regimental Blazer Badges and Ties, Cuff Links,
Hand Painted Heraldic Shields/Car Badges, Medal Mounting Service

also Miniatures. Specialist Manufacturing Service Available.
Send SAE for enquiries

.
RADNOR REGIMENTAL (Est. 1919)

Chandos House, 14 Vale Square,
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9DF
Tel/Fax: (01843) 580389

email: wheatleyward@btinternet.com

BADGES and MEDALS

BOOK PUBLISHING
Authors invited to submit manuscripts,

all categories including Poetry
New Authors welcome
A.H. STOCKWELL LTD,

Dept. 827 Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 8BA.
Tel 01271 862557

www.ahstockwell.co.uk
Publishers For 100 Years

Weston-super-Mare
RAF Association Branch Club

Open Wed to Sat
Lunch & Evenings

Except Thursday lunch
Coffee Mornings on

Wednesdays at 1100hrs
Branch meetings 2nd  Wed of Month

• Open for Parties, Meetings.

• Hot Food available – pre book

• Visit during Day trips to

Weston and Flowerdown

• Will open for Coach trips

• Close to beach and Shops

21-22 Alexandra Parade  (Opposite Odeon)

Telephone: 01934 644024
or 01934 515883

EASTBOURNE BRANCH CLUB
Open  Tuesday - Sunday

Telephone 01323 723551
Opening hours 11.00am - 3.00pm

and 7.00pm - 11.00pm
E-mail dave@condor1.co.uk

BOOKFINDING SERVICE
All subjects. Also CDs and DVDs.

Books mailed abroad. Visa/MC welcome.
BARLOW MOOR BOOKS

29 Churchwood Road,
Didsbury, Manchester, M20 6TZ

Telephone: 0161 434 5073
e-mail: books@barlowmoorbooks.co.uk

BOOKS and SERVICES

RAFA
Visiting Weymouth

Call at the WINGS CLUB
MAIDEN STREET (Near Old Harbour)
Open daily - MORNING and EVENING
LUNCH AVAILABLE (Monday to Friday)

Chairlift available

Telephone: 01305 785581
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Summer Crossword Solution

Societies etc

The Blenheim Society
HELP US TO KEEP HER FLYING

Do you want to preserve living history? Do you want
to help raise money to keep the only airworthy

Bristol Blenheim in the world which has now been
repaired and is flying again, as a fitting memorial to
all the ground crews and those that flew and fought
in Blenheims during World War Two, but especially
the many that lost their lives doing so? Then why not

join THE BLENHEIM SOCIETY, her support
organisation, for a mere £15 annual subscription 
(£7 for juniors)? Members receive three journals a
year and there are several activities organised

throughout the year to enjoy as well.

For more information, please contact:
The Hon. Treasurer, 25 Herongate Road,

Cheshunt, Herts EN8 0TU
Tel: 01992 442608

www.blenheimsociety.org.uk
E-mail: r.j.scott@ntlworld.com

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING PRICES
Boxed

Size per issue

8cms £113
7 cms £98.99
6cms £84.75
5cm £70.62
4cms £56.50
3cms £42.38

Linage

Private (Max 25 words)  £21.95  Extra Words (each) £0.86

Trade (Max 25 words)  £25.82  Extra words (each) £1.03

Classified prices shown include VAT

Call us on 01892 600192 to discuss your requirements

FLYING CLOTHING and LOG BOOKS
WANTED: Helmets, goggles, masks,
boots, gloves, parachutes, lifejackets,
rations, escape kits etc. Anything
considered. Unbeatable prices! 
Contact: D Farnsworth, 192 Broadway,
Derby. DE22 1BP  Tel/Fax: 01332 345729

AIRFIX and all other unmade model kits
wanted. All subjects. Aviation and military
books also sought by serving collector.
Contact Richard with details
on 07801 257323

AVIATION ANTIQUES All plastic kits and
Die cast aircraft models wanted. Also
aviation/military books, uniforms, curio’s.
Collections purchased. Contact 27A, The
Grove Biggin Hill Kent TN16 3TA or 
mobile 07973885754

Across: 

1 Battle of Britain; 
9 Lock-nut; 10 Overact; 
11 Astrodome; 12 Irate; 13 Trident; 
15 Domicil; 17 Disleaf; 19 Airless;
21 Brass; 23 Play an ace; 
25 Calculi; 26 Massive; 
27 End of the century.

Down:

1 Belfast; 2 Tacit; 3 Londonese; 
4 Outpost; 5 Book-end; 6 Iceni; 
7 Avalanche; 8 Nutmeal; 
14 Installed; 16 Mortal sin;
17 Debacle; 18 Foppish; 
19 Anaemic; 20 Scenery; 22 Stuff; 
24 Adieu.

SHELTERED HOUSING

ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION
HOUSING LTD

The Sheltered Housing Scheme, situated
in Storrington, West Sussex, provides
accommodation for all ex-RAF retired
personnel, their dependants and

widows/widowers. The scheme consists of
32 self-contained flats, each suitable for

occupation by up to two people.

There is a communal lounge, laundry
facilities, guest suite, care call system and
resident Manager. The location is near the
village and amenities with excellent bus

and community services.

Please contact, the Scheme Manager, on
01903 744701 for further information.

You could advertise in this space for
as little as £22 per issue.

Contact us on 01892 600192 for details

Air Ministry
Fire Bell
Wanted

Bell like this
sought. Collector

prepared to 
pay good money. 

Alexander (Bath)

01225 465532
E-mail: vontutschek@btinternet.com

RAFATRAD Ltd
For all your membership and 

RAF memorabilia items

See our website

www.rafashop.com

RAFATRAD Ltd
Unit 3, 5 Sybron Way,
Millbrook Ind Estate
CROWBOROUGH

TN6 3DZ

Why not call our order line on
01892 600191

WANTED

‘We’ll meet again’

01952 527 388
southwatereventgroup.com

Our centrally located hotels, 
Holiday Inn Telford / Ironbridge and

Ramada Telford Ironbridge, are the perfect 
place to hold your next reunion event.

 - En-suite bedrooms with a range of suites available - 
- Private dining and reunion events for up to 150 guests -

 - Specially created bespoke menus and theming - 
  - Located within easy access to RAF Cosford and Shawbury - 

 - Leisure club -
 - Pleasant gardens -

Telford / Ironbridge

Our c
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RAF ASSOCIATION

BLAZER BADGES AND BUTTONS
Blazer badge Full Associate gold wired B18A 10.99
Blazer badge Ord Member Cut Out gold wired B17M 10.49
Blazer badge Ord Member Cut Out cloth B17MCL 9.99
Blazer badge Ord Member Full gold wired B17F 10.99
Blazer badge Ord Member Full Badge cloth B17FCL 9.99
Blazer badge WRAF Branch gold wired B29 10.99
Button Large Chrome 20 mm B20L 4.49
Button Small Chrome 17 mm B20S 4.49

CLOTHING
Baseball cap - Sky blue RBC 7.99
Bow Tie Ordinary Member Striped ready mad T10B 10.49
Cravat Ordinary Member Striped Polyester T10CR 14.49
Forage Cap inc RAFA buttons & badge state size S13 68.49
Scarf with crests - Ladies Long Dark Blue Poly S20 24.49
Tie Full Associate Polyester T15 10.49
Tie Ordinary Member Silk RAF with RAFA Crests MR29 21.99
Tie Ordinary Member Silk Striped MR10 18.99
Tie Ordinary Member Silk Striped Crest MR9 21.99
Tie Ordinary Member Single Emblem blue or maroon      T6m/T7m     10.49
Tie Ordinary Member Striped/Crested Poly T9m 10.49
Tie Ordinary Member Striped/Crest Clip-on Poly T9CM 10.99
Tie Ordinary Member Striped Polyester T10m 10.49
Tie Ordinary Member Striped Clip-on Polyester T10CM 10.99
Tie Ordinary Member 25 Year Member Poly   TY25m 14.49
Tie Ordinary Member 50 Year Member Poly       TY50m 14.49
Tie Ordinary Member 60 Year Member Poly   TY60m 14.49
Tie RAFALO serving RAF Liasion Officer Poly T21 10.99

GIFTS
Car badge with bar fitting B22 15.49
Coin holder £1.00 (holds £5.00) C5 2.49
Credit card case Leather LR4 15.49
Corkscrew Silver Plated boxed C8 13.99
Cufflinks and tie slide Crest boxed CTS4 24.99
Fridge magnet Oblong (crest or logo) F2 2.49
House flag 6’ x 3’ H5 55.99
Keyfob Leather -  Association Crest K3 5.49
Letter opener Plastic (crest or logo) L1 3.49
Letter opener Nickel boxed L4A 13.99
Mug - Brew for the Few B4F 3.49
Pennant - Full Wording gold wired P2 35.99
Ruler 6”  (dedication/motto) R5 2.49
Table flag with pin (6” x 3”)Assoc crest M3 5.99
Tankard 1 Pint Pewter boxed T3RAFA 38.49
USB Memory Stick (2GB - twister style) USB 10.99
Wallet Leatherwith ID window boxed LR6 20.99
Wall shield - boxed S4m 43.49

LAPEL AND STUD BADGES
Branch Associate lapel badge B14 2.99
Full Associate lapel badge B13 2.99
Ordinary Member stick pin 50mm long B9 2.99
Ordinary Member mini stick pin 40 mm long B10 2.99
Ordinary Member lapel badge B11 2.99
Ordinary Member stud badge B12 2.99
Ordinary Member 25 Year badge B25m 3.49
Ordinary Member 50 Year badge B50m 3.49
Ordinary Member 60 Year badge B60m 3.49
Silver/Marcasite Crest Brooch boxed B16 57.49
Wings Appeal - Chinook stud badge LB25 3.49
Wings Appeal - Harrier stud badge LB26 3.49
Wings Appeal - Hercules stud badge LB27 3.49
Wings Appeal - Hunter stud badge LB34 3.49
Wings Appeal - Hurricane stud badge LB21 3.49
Wings Appeal - Lancaster stud badge LB20 3.49
Wings Appeal - Lightning stud badge LB32 3.49
Wings Appeal - Mosquito stud badge LB23 3.49
Wings Appeal - Red Arrow stud badge LB28 3.49
Wings Appeal - Sea King stud badge LB29 3.49
Wings Appeal - Sentry E3D stud badge    LB33 3.49
Wings Appeal - Spitfire stud badge LB22 3.49
Wings Appeal - Tornado stud badge LB30 3.49

Wings Appeal - Typhoon stud badge LB31 3.49
Wings Appeal - Vulcan stud badge LB24 3.49
Wings Appeal - Wings stud badge LB70 3.49

ROYAL AIR FORCE

BLAZER BADGES AND BUTTONS
Bomber Command badge gold wired B25 16.99
Cap badge (staybrite) Queens crown S14 6.99
Coastal Command badge gold wired B26 16.99
Fighter Command badge gold wired B27 16.99
RAF badge Kings Crown gold wired B19A 10.99
RAF badge Queens Crown gold wired B19 10.99
RAF badge Queens Crown cloth B19CL 9.99
RAF Regiment badge gold wired B40 10.99
Squadron/Station wired badge (order - 6/8 wks) B99 10.99
Button Large Chrome 23 mm B21L 4.49
Button Small Chrome 16 mm B21S 4.49
Button Gilt Domed Cap14 mm B21CS 3.49
Button Gilt Domed Large 24 mm B21DL 3.49
Button Gilt Domed Small 18 mm B21DM 3.49

CLOTHING
Baseball cap Black with embroidered crest B98 13.99
Beret with eyelets (excludes cap badge - see S14) S19 17.99
Bow tie (ready made) Polyester T13 10.49
Bow tie & cummerbund Set T12 21.99
Bow tie RAF Tartan ready made T27 22.99
Bow tie and cummerb’d RAF Tartan S/M/L T29 45.99
Children’s flying suit RAF Olive state size FS 24.49
Children’s flying suit Red Arrows state size RA 24.49
Cravat Polyester T30 14.49
Cummerbund T11 13.49
Forage Cap inc RAF buttons & badge state size S13RAF 68.49
Handkerchief Polyester 12” square T4L 4.99
Handkerchief Silk 7.5”x 6.25”  T4 9.99
Scarf Wool (college type - felt backed) S5 32.49
Scarf Tartan Ladies (long) S6 20.99
Stable belt RAF M/L/XL (new style buckle)  S16 34.99
Sweater V Neck - RAF Chunky Acrylic 36/38-40  RVSH 45.99
Tie Bomber Command Polyester T17 14.49
Tie Clip-On Polyester T20CM 10.99
Tie Coastal Command Polyester T18 14.49
Tie Fighter Command Polyester T19 14.49
Tie National Service TYNS 10.49
Tie Polyester T20 10.49
Tie RAF Regiment Polyester T40 9.49
Tie RAF Tartan T26 19.49
Tie RAFVR Polyester T14 14.49
Tie Silk MR6 18.99
Tie Warrant Officer TYWO 10.49
Trouser belt - 1” webbing  34 - 44 T2 14.49
Trouser belt keyring with clip K4 5.49

GIFTS
1:72 Die Cast Spitfire MkI model boxed AC001 14.99
1:72 Die Cast Hurricane MkI model boxed AC003 14.99
1:72 Die Cast Typhoon MkIb model boxed AC013 14.99
1:72 Die Cast  75th Anniversary BoB set of 3 SET01 38.49
1.76 Die Cast David Brown Tractor (Olive) boxed   DBT001 5.99
1:76 Die Cast David Brown Tractor (Sand) boxed    DBT005 5.99
1:76 Die Cast Land Rover RAF (Sand) boxed LAN76 5.99
1:76 Die Cast RAF Scammell Pioneer boxed SP005 13.99
1:76 Die Cast Tilly, Tractor, Land Rover (sand) bxd SET23 15.99
Bookmark Brass blue enamel etched crest LB5B 3.49
Car badge with bar fitting B28 5.49
Card - BBMF - single blank card CB12 2.49
Card - Blenheims - single blank card CB1 2.49
Card - Halifax - single blank card CB3 2.49
Card - Hercules - single blank card CB14 2.49
Card - Hurricane - single blank card CB2 2.49
Card - Lancasters - single blank card CB4 2.49
Card - Lysander - single blank card CB9 2.49
Card - Mosquito - single blank card CB5 2.49
Card - Red arrows - single blank card CB13 2.49
Card - Spitfire - single blank card CB8 2.49

Order by phone or online using credit/payment card or order by post with cheque payable to ‘Rafatrad Ltd’
UK - Add Postage and Packing costs to order as per table shown right.  

Overseas orders -payment via credit/payment card only, postage and packing will be charged at cost.
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RAFATRAD LTD - New Price List for 2015
Order Code    Price £

Order Code  Price £

Please note new postage
and packing charges 
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Card - Stirling - single blank card CB6 2.49
Card - Sunderland - single blank card CB7 2.49
Card - Typhoon - single blank card CB10 2.49
Card - Vulcan - single blank card CB15 2.49
Card - Wellington - single blank card CB11 2.49
CD - We Will Remember Them (various) CD5 9.49
CD - At Last (Heather Marie) CD6 9.49
CD/DVD Our Finest Hour (various) Special Edition CD7 11.99
Coaster Single - “Flying with the RAF’ C6 2.49
Coaster Single - “Fry’s Cocoa/Pilot “ C7 2.49
Cufflinks blue enamel etched crest boxed LB5C 6.99
Cufflinks Gilt Crest round boxed CS5 20.49

Cufflinks - RAF Roundel boxed CS11 7.99
Cufflinks Red Arrows Crest boxed CS4 9.49
Cufflinks Wings Silver Plated boxed CS6 10.49
Dog tag & chain - Red Arrows Diamond Nine DTC1 4.99
Fridge magnet - Flying with the RAF F6 2.49
Fridge magnet - For Freedom F5 2.49
Fridge magnet - Fry’s Cocoa F7 2.49
Fridge magnet - Let’s Go  Wings for Victory F9 2.49
Fridge magnet - WAAF Bile Beans F10 2.49
Fridge magnet - Winston Churchill F8 2.49
Hip flask stainless steel roundel/wording boxed FL2 9.99
Jigsaw - Battle for the Skies 1000 piece J3 12.99
Jigsaw - Biggin Hill Wings 500 piece J1 8.99
Jigsaw - September Sortie 1000 piece J5 12.99
Jigsaw - Their Finest Hour 1000 piece J4 12.99
Jigsaw - The Waiting Game 636 piece       J2 10.49
Keyfob Leather - RAF Crest K2 5.49
Keyring Flying with the RAF K5 2.49
Keyring Let’s Go, Wings for Victory K6 2.49
Keyring Red Arrows cloth K12 4.49
Lancaster cufflinks Silver Plated boxed     CS7 10.49
Lancaster keyring Silver Plated  boxed K7 6.99
Letter opener Brass enamel blue etched crest    L2 3.99
Letter opener Nickel boxed L4B 13.99
Metal Wall Plaque “Join the RAF” M11 13.99
Metal Wall Plaque “Never has so much..”  M12 13.99
Notebook & pen - Red Arrows Diamond Nine NP1 4.49
Pen “Ace Pilot” boxed PEN1 10.49
Pen “Clear for Take Off”boxed PEN2 10.49
Pennant - RAF Crest gold wired P3 35.99
Pennant Sqn/Station to order 6/8 wks gold wired P1 35.99
Pilot Wings Ducks set of 3 Red/White/Blue PDUCK 5.49
Playing cards - Dawn of Flight PC1 5.49
Playing cards - Bof B and the Blitz PC2 5.49
Playing cards - Warplanes PC3 5.49
Ribbon RAF 1 1/4” wide price per metre R4 8.99
Silver/Marcasite Sweetheart brooch boxed R3                 103.99
Spitfire cufflinksSilver Plated boxed CS8 10.49
Spitfire keyring Silver Plated boxed K8 6.99
Table flag with 10”pin RAF M5 5.99
Tankard one pint Pewter - RAF boxed T3RAF 38.49

Tea towel - Battle of Britain T23 4.49
Tea towel - Bomber Command T24 4.49
Tea towel - Coastal Command T22 4.49
Tea towel - Help the RAF, Join the WAAF   T33 6.99
Tea towel - RAF (red - aircraft) T31 4.49
Tea towel - RAF Ensign & Lancaster T43 4.49
Tea towel - Salute to the Women T25 4.49
Tea towel - Spitfire and Hurricane T32 4.49
Tea towel - Union flag T34 4.49
Teddy Bomber Command with kit bag        TED1 40.49
Teddy Flt Lt Uniformed with kit bag TED2 40.49
Tie slide Enamel blue etched crest boxed LB5TS 5.49
Tie slide Wings Silver Plated boxed CTS6 10.49
Tornado cufflinks Silver Plated boxed CS9 10.49

www.rafashop.com Telephone: 01892 600191
Tornado keyring Silver Plated boxed K9 6.99
Typhoon cufflinks Silver Plated boxed CS10 10.49
Typhoon keyring Silver Plated boxed K10 6.99
Vulcan keyring Silver Plated boxed K11 6.99
Wallet Leather - RAF Wings boxed LR8 14.49
Wall shield - RAF Crest boxed S12 43.49
Wall shield - Sqn/Unit/Station - to order boxed S99 71.49
Watchstrap nylon - RAF colours W1 8.99

LAPEL AND STUD BADGES
75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain stud badge B33 1.99
Bomber Command stud badge boxed LB1 4.49
Coastal Command stud badge boxed LB2 4.49
Fighter Command stud badge boxed LB3 4.49
Maintenance Command stud badge boxed LB4 4.49
“My Daughter is Serving” Badge boxed R7 13.49
“My Son is Serving” Badge boxed R6 13.49
RAF Crest Mini stud badge boxed B32 3.99
RAF Ensign Badge boxed B31 4.99
RAF Etchedstud badge boxed LB5 4.49
RAF Medical stud badge boxed LB13 4.49
RAF Police stud badge boxed LB14 4.49
RAF Regiment stud badge boxed LB15 4.49
RAF Wings pin badge Silver Plated boxed   LB17 10.49
Strike Command stud badge boxed LB6 4.49
Support Command stud badge boxed LB7 4.49
Transport Command stud badge boxed LB8 4.49
Wings - Gold/Blue Enamel Kings Crown boxed LB10 6.49
Wings - Gold/Blue Enamel, Queens Crown boxed LB12 6.49
Wings - Gold effect  Queens Crown boxed LB16 6.49
Wings - Silver/Blue Enamel Kings Crown boxed LB9 6.49
Wings - Silv/Blue Enamel Queens Crown boxed LB11 6.49
WAAF brooch badge boxed LR2 4.49
WRAF brooch badge boxed LR1 4.49

PRINTS
Pencil print (A3) Buccaneer Limited Edition P15 16.99
Pencil print (A3) Canberra PR9 P19 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Harrier 1 Sqn montage P14 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Jaguar Limited Edition P16 16.99
Pencil print (A3) Lancaster ED865 P7 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Lightning F3 XP762 P8 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Nimrod R1 P18 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Phantom FGR2 P20 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Sea Vixen 899 NAS P4 11.49
Pencil printt (A3) Spitfire MK392 P9 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Tornado GR4 ZA462 P10 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Typhoon ZJ809 P11 11.49
Pencil print (A3) Vulcan XH558 P12 11.49
Pencil print (A3) 78 Squadron montage P17 11.49
Air Sea Rescue Launch Ltd Edition print    P25 23.49
Come into My Parlour Ltd Edition print P28 9.99
The Drop 1917 46 Sqn Ltd Edition print P26 9.99
The Drop 54 Sqn Ltd Edition print P27 9.99

MISCELLANEOUS GIFTS
Apron Cotton - Union Flag U2 10.49
Double Oven Glove - Union flag U3 7.99
Medal Holder - plastic - takes 5 medals M10 6.49
Napkins pk 12 - Union flag when folded U4 3.49
Table Flag with 10”pin Union 6” x 3” M4 5.99
Wooden Base for Table Flags M7 4.49

GLASSWARE: UK only. Various Wine glasses and decanters available to order with
RAF or RAF Association Crests. Call us for for details

NEW POSTAGE AND PACKING RATES from 1ST JULY 2015:

UK orders: Please add the amount below according to order value

Order value up to £5.00       Add £1.50
Order value up £20.00       Add £3.50
Order value up £50.00       Add £5.00

Order value over £50.00       Add £6.50

Overseas orders: (debit/credit card payment only) postage will be charged at cost

RAFATRAD LTD, UNIT 3, 5 SYBRON WAY, MILLBROOK IND ESTATE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 3DZ UK
A wholly owned subsidiary of The RAF Association,Registered Charity No:226686 (England  Wales), SC037673 (Scotland) to who profits are donated.

Order Code    Price £ Order Code  Price £
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From Bernstein’s Mambo to Holst’s Mars, the 
programme is a musical tribute to all those 
who participated in the Battle of Britain and 
to those who have inherited their legacy.

Featuring: The Bands of the Royal Air Force
Conductor: Wing Commander Duncan Stubbs
Compered by either: Ken Bruce, Alan Dedicoat or Lynn Bowles

For more information please go to: rafinconcert.com

OCTOBER

Saturday 17 CANTERBURY Marlowe Theatre
Wednesday 21 BASINGSTOKE The Anvil
Friday 23 HARROGATE Royal Hall
Sunday 25 GATESHEAD Sage Gateshead
Thursday 29 MANCHESTER Bridgewater Hall

NOVEMBER

Sunday 1 HIGH WYCOMBE Wycombe Swan 
Thursday 12 LONDON Cadogan Hall
Saturday 14  NOTTINGHAM Royal Concert Hall
Sunday 15 BIRMINGHAM Symphony Hall
Tuesday 17 BRISTOL Colston Hall
Wednesday 25 SOUTHEND Cliffs Pavilion

DECEMBER

Tuesday 1  BELFAST Waterfront
Friday 4 IPSWICH Ipswich Regent
Sunday 6 NORWICH Theatre Royal
Wednesday 9 EASTBOURNE Congress Theatre
Thursday 10 POOLE Lighthouse
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