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Welcome
The RAF can only be the best in the world through its excellent training. And in 

this issue we focus on just a small part of that considerable effort. The might of 
the RAF’s training and education capabilities reaches far and wide, and even a 

whole issue of Air Mail devoted to it can only scratch the surface of the variety, breadth 
and depth of what is offered to regulars, reservist and civil servants working in the RAF.

We have mixed history and modern life, looking at the first and the current RAF 
apprentices and also, marking the 80th anniversary of the RAF Regiment, at the 
challenging training of its earliest cadres in India as well as the 2021 graduates. The 
work of Air Defence Colleges is explored and we get outdoors with the instructors 
from Aircrew SERE training – can you complete the survival quiz at the end of 
that feature?

In Under the Radar, we look at a past stalwart of flying training – the Tiger Moth, and 
from this year’s RAF Photographic Competition, we highlight the winning images of 
the student photographer category.

Happy new year and enjoy the reading this issue. In April we'll be commemorating 
the 40th anniversary of the Falklands Conflict. If you were involved and have any 
stories or photos you'd like to share please do get 
in touch.

YOUR ASSOCIATION

For any enquiries about  your 
membership of the Royal Air 
Forces Association,  volunteering 
or  getting support, this is 
your first port of call. Use the 
contacts below:

       0800 018 2361
0900 to 1700 GMT/BST every weekday. 
Closed for English bank holidays and 
Christmas holidays.

enquiries@rafa.org.uk

rafa.org.uk/portal
for 24/7 access to your 
Members’ Portal

@RAFAssociation

@RAFAssociation

@raf.association

RAFAssociation

Headquarters,
RAF Association,
Atlas House,
Wembley Road,
Leicester, LE3 1UT.

Annie O'Brian
Editor
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In 1965 three MPs required transport from RAF Khormaksar to the 
Hadhramaut in Yemen for urgent diplomatic discussions. The only 
suitable transport was our Dakota KN452, and with myself as co-
pilot an appropriate ‘VIP crew’ was assembled – a crew able to issue 
sandwiches while wearing white flying suits, that is. The outbound 
flight went well, but when attempting to return we discovered that 
one of the Dakota’s engines wouldn’t start due to a flat battery. 
Noticing a coil of rope in the cabin we rolled it around the propeller 
hub, collared some suitably athletic-looking locals and instructed 
them to clutch the rope and run towards the horizon. The engine 
roared to life and we were soon on our way back to RAF Khormaksar. 
From there the MPs boarded a VC10 and were back in London in time 
for in important division which saw the government’s majority saved – 
all thanks to a length of old rope. 
TONY BELL

Start your engines
In the late 1960s, four Parachute Jumping Instructors – myself included 
– were detached with four Hercules aircraft to Sardinia. The aircraft were 
to fly in formation to the drop zone to help persuade the Italian Air Force 
to purchase them as a platform for their own paratroops. However, my 
Hercules had a non-starter engine. To get it going, one of the others 
backed into us as close as it could and powered up its own engines. This 
created a flow of air which spun our lifeless propeller enough to give it a 
wind-assisted bump start. 
ALBERT MARTIN

Above: A modern day success, C-130 Mk3, Hercules test landing on a sand 
air strip in the UK. 
© MOD/Crown 2021

Dakota KN452. © Tony Bell
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… your letters and emails
Dear Air Mail...



To comment in or contribute to Air Mail, please email airmail@
rafa.org.uk. Alternatively, write to Annie O’Brian, Editor, Air 
Mail, RAF Association, Atlas House, Wembley Road, Leicester, 
LE1 3UT. Your correspondence should be clearly marked FOR 
PUBLICATION. The editor’s decision on inclusion is final, and 
longer letters may be abridged due to limited space. Only 
submissions made by email will be acknowledged before 
publication. The deadline for inclusion in the next issue is 
4 February.

Space man
[RE the news of the official launch of UK Space Command reported in the 
last issue of Air Mail]. 

At 92 I believe I am the only surviving member of the RAF Aerospace 
Briefing Team. It was set up in about 1965 to learn as much as possible 
about satellites and their military possibilities, and then present this 
information to those who needed to know. This team was created 
after Russia had startled the world by the launch of Sputnik, and 
the USA by its Telstar satellites. There were five in the team, and we 
were based at the RAF College of Air Warfare at RAF Manby. We gave 
briefings to the most senior officers of the RAF, Army and Navy, as 
well as to the NATO Defence College in Rome. We also spoke before a 
distinguished audience at the U.S. Embassy, where we met two of the 
astronauts who 
had been around 
the moon. 
MALCOLM 
WALKER

Ed. Were you there 
during the early 
days of the RAF’s 
involvement in 
space? Let us know 
via the contact 
details below.

Aerial oversight, 
part 2
At RAF Gutersloh in the late 1980s, myself and my good mate 
Jonny were posted to a logs park. Before we departed we were 
informed that we could take our own tents – provided they were 
camouflaged. Purchasing a small two-man tent each, we set off 
without further ado. Towards the end of deployment everyone at 
the logs park was called to a briefing by the commander, where 
we all were highly praised for our efforts. However, he then went 
on to show aerial photos taken during an ‘enemy’ air attack, in 
which he lambasted the nameless “bloody idiots” whose silver-
topped tents lit up the whole site. Needless to say our two green-
walled, silver-roofed tents remained unused for the remainder of 
the tour. 
TIM CLAPCOTT 

Come glide with me.
In 1973 I was posted to the Distress and Diversion desk at RAF 
West Drayton. At that time the Hawk was still being evaluated 
and we the staff were, as usual, sitting around hoping that 
nothing would happen. Suddenly the radio burst into life: “Pan! 
Pan! Pan! Hawk aircraft some 40 miles south-west of Land’s End 
and my engine has flamed out!” Seeing his position confirmed 
on the large map in front of us, the controller told him to head 
for RAF St Mawgan. “Thanks,” the pilot replied, “I’m not supposed 
to be doing gliding trials now, but this is as good a time as 
any!” Thankfully he landed safely, proving the good gliding 
capabilities of the Hawk!
DOUG RENOUF

Duty calls
During my time at RAF Akrotiri in the 1970s we serviced all RAF 
aircraft in transit to and from the Far East. One morning, while 
awaiting a VC10 from Singapore via Gan, the RAF Police informed 
us that they suspected drugs were on board. Our assistance was 
requested to help search the aircraft after the passengers had 
disembarked. Upon its arrival we showed them the small number 
of potential hiding places any passenger might have access to, but 
nothing was found. The officer in charge then commented that the 
drugs had probably been flushed down the toilet and were now 
in the Indian Ocean. I explained that all waste was held in tanks 
until they were emptied by ground crew; a fact he was thrilled 
to learn. The contents of the tanks were soon emptied onto the 
ground, and about 10 of his men – issued with wellingtons, 
poking implements and torches – began their search. Nothing 
was found, but seeing so many white-hatted 'snowdrops' 
performing their duty was a surreal sight. 
FRANK BALDRY

distinguished audience at the U.S. Embassy, where we met two of the 
astronauts who 
had been around 
the moon. 
MALCOLM 

Were you there 
during the early 
days of the RAF’s 
involvement in 
space? Let us know 
via the contact 
details below.

Right: Insignia of the RAF 
Aerospace Briefing Team. 
© Malcolm Walker.
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NEWS

Whether we leave the service after 12 years or more 
than 30, the expertise one gains from the RAF is 
world class; the education we are blessed with 
along our journey is second to none. RAF personnel 
are blessed with having met and learned from an 

enormous variety of people from all walks of life throughout their 
service. The opportunities the RAF gives us to travel, meet and learn 
from people from other cultures as we work alongside allies around 
the world is also mind-expanding.

I am acutely aware how very privileged I am to have been supported 
and developed by the RAF from my first day as a new recruit to my 
last days as Air Member for Personnel and Capability and am pleased 
that this training stands me in good stead to give back to the RAF, the 
Association and to wider society. 

I am very proud to have spent the latter parts of my RAF career 
trying to work out the best ways to support and educate all personnel 
– to ready the Whole Force for the future.

In our careers and in our personal lives there is always something 
to learn. Whether it is picking up a hobby or starting a new career, 
fresh knowledge and new skills are critical to our success, happiness 
and resilience – and to the success of the communities and the 
organisations with which we are associated.

Whether you are a member, a volunteer or an employee for our 
Association, whether you are serving as a regular or a reservist, 
in civilian employment as part of the Whole Force or a supporter 
of the charity and the RAF in the round, I wish you all the best for 
2022. I hope any training or education you are undertaking brings 
you inspiration and satisfaction, and allows you to be connected, 
fulfilled and happy; should any of that training can come from your 
connection to the Association, all the better.

Air Marshal Sir Baz North
President

 From the President National Presidential 
Certificates awarded
Congratulations to the following recipients of National 
Presidential Certificates, awarded to coincide with the New 
Year Honours 2022. Winners will receive their awards in person 
at a series of locally-organised ceremonies, or at Annual 
Conference 2022 in Birmingham this October :
Mr Michael Blackman
Wing Commander (rtd) Mal Craghill
Squadron Leader Dean Gibson
Mr Ian McEnnis
Dr Bryan Pattison OBE
Mr Martin Wintermeyer
Dr Pattison was also made a Life Vice President in recognition 
of his lifelong dedication to the Association and his many years' 
work as Vice Chairman of Council and as Chairman of Swiss 
Branch.

New Service 
Representative 
trustee
Squadron Leader Kyle Roachford (above), Officer Commanding 
Base Support Squadron at RAF Wittering, has been 
welcomed onto the RAF Association’s Council as the Service 
Representative. He received an MBE in The Queen’s Birthday 
Honours in 2021 for his work as chairman of the RAF Black Asian 
Minority Ethnic (BAME) Network.

© MOD/Crown

©
 P

hi
l G

re
ig

6    AIR MAIL JANUARY - MARCH 2022



News
For members and the wider RAF family

Above: John Marsland in his garden in Devon. © Personal photo
Left: The caseworker of the year award. © RAF Benevolent Fund

“We are very proud of him”

Steve Jones - RAFALO of the year
Flight Lieutenant Steve 
Jones has been awarded 
the Wally Marriot Trophy 
as the RAF Association 
Liaison Officer (RAFALO) of 
the Year. 

“This award came as a 
complete surprise,” said 
Steve. “Originally, I became 
a RAFALO as the RAF 
Association was a great 
charity to raise money 
for. More recently, having 
served in many operations 
overseas and seen the 
difficulties veterans were 
facing on the return home, 
it became apparent that 
I could give so much 

more than just raising money. Having the opportunity to engage 
with veterans directly at airshows, fundraising events and, more 
recently, directly with Op CONNECT, gave me an immense sense 
of achievement. Being able to signpost them to the help that they 
might need and watching their life improve once they started to 
get that help is a feeling that you just can't describe.”

The citation for Steve’s award said: “A RAFALO since 1996, he 
volunteered to take over as the Area RAFALO for Wales, South West 
& Midlands Area, liaising with all the RAF Units and detachments 
there. He diligently recruited suitable individuals at each location, 
guiding and supporting them to create committees and gave 
invaluable insight into the Association. 

“Steve made an outstanding contribution to Op CONNECT during 
the first COVID-19 lockdown, providing a hub for Project BAG DROP 
in Wales and maintaining contact with many veterans who were 
lonely and isolated.

“His drive and commitment to a thriving and committed set of 
RAFALOs in his new area has impressed Senior RAFALOs. He has 
displayed self-confidence, authority and enthusiasm and been an 
extremely credible lead. 

The Senior RAFALO, Wing Commander Ady Morris, said: “Having 
served RAFA for over 20 years now, I cannot think of many more 
dedicated than Steve. He is a credit to the service and fully 
deserving of this prestigious award.”

Steve said: “I think I am most proud of the friendships that I have 
made with my Op CONNECT veterans. I love listening to their stories 
from when they served …and its great just catching up with them 
and their families. This is what makes me proud - to be a part of the 
RAF family that's there for each other no matter what.”

John Marsland BEM from Devon has won the RAF Benevolent Fund’s 
caseworker of the year title. The RAF Association welfare caseworker was 
one of two Association volunteers shortlisted for the award, which was 
announced in October.

A former warrant officer, John served in the Royal Air Force for 30 years 
as a personnel administrator and has been a caseworker with the Royal Air 
Forces Association for the past 10 years.

John was unable to make it to the ceremony in London, but said: “When 
I was in the Royal Air Force a lot of my job was to help service families in all 

sorts of different ways. I’d do it all 
over again – in fact, I’m still doing it 
now! Every case is different, and I like 
meeting people and trying to help 
them as much as I can. 

"I am absolutely delighted to 
receive this award. It makes the 
effort and time that not just I, but 
all caseworkers put into preparing 
and submitting cases to the RAF 
Benevolent Fund so worthwhile.”

Barbara Howells, Regional 
Casework Manager (West) said: 
“John takes on approximately one 
new case every two weeks which is real 
commitment to the Association. He truly is an inspiring individual with 
a wonderful sense of humour to boot. We are incredibly proud of him. 
He goes above and beyond to ensure our beneficiaries receive the best 
possible service we can provide. His support during the transition stage of 
the welfare regional structural changes has been invaluable to the team.”  

See the video of John, fellow Association nominee George Prentice and 
SSAFA nominee Alison Bulbeck online at: rafa.org.uk/caseworker2021.

Flight Lieutenant Steve Jones, 
RAFALO of the Year. © Personal 
collection.
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NEWS

Right: Greenscreen and cameras turned Atlas House into a studio for RAF and rugby 
stars Josh McNally and Rory Underwood’s Remembrance conversation. © RAF Association.

The RAF Association’s Connections for Life service has smashed its 
target after 120,000 calls were made since its launch in April 2020. 

Volunteers collectively made over 6,600 telephone calls to 
beneficiaries per month, making it the charity’s busiest-ever 
permanent welfare project.

More than 4,000 members of the RAF community, most of them 
veterans or their spouses, were paired with a regular volunteer for the 
one-to-one calls over the 18 months since the scheme launched. 

Rory O’Connor, the RAF Association’s Director of Welfare and Policy, 
said that demand had been high due to the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic: “Tragically, for some, we would be the only human contact 
they would have that week.

“We pulled out all the stops to ensure that we provided regular 
phone calls to as many people as wanted to talk with us. Our 
volunteers and those they call have been able to build rewarding, 
long-lasting friendships.”

The Association recruited and trained additional volunteers as the 
months went on, and the service now has around 900 volunteers. The 
Association is planning to recruit more in early 2022.

Rory said: “Our RAF Association Connections for Life service is a 
huge success in fighting loneliness with friendship, and is creating a 
resilient, empowered and thriving RAF community who are able to 
remain independent.”

To volunteer, contact friend@rafa.org.uk. To ask about help, 
contact enquiries@rafa.org.uk.  Or call 0800 018 2361.

RAF Association Connections for Life saved widow Marie from 
isolation
Marie Findlay and 
her husband, Brian, 
an RAF veteran, 
moved to Dundee 
in early 2018 
to be nearer to 
their grown-up 
daughters. But 
after just a few 
months in their 
new home, Brian 
suddenly had a 
stroke and died. 

“It’s so shocking you don’t know if you are 
dreaming or not. Without Brian, I had no friends to speak of here 
in Dundee, as it takes time to get to know people,” said 70 year-old 
former hotel worker Marie. “It was so sudden, and a real shock to me.”

RAF Weapons Technician and England and Bath Rugby second row, 
Corporal Josh McNally, and former RAF pilot and ex- England Rugby 
International, Rory Underwood MBE made a short film with the RAF 
Association about the significance of Remembrance. The five minute 
conversation was released on the Association’s Facebook and YouTube 
channels, in the run up to Armistice Day.

You can again to the full audio interview on the RAF Association 
podcast channel. Subscribe on Apple Podcasts, Google Podcasts and 
Spotify, or visit rafa.org.uk/podcast.

Volunteers make 120,000 calls
“Fortunately, I came across 

a piece in a newspaper 
about the RAF Association. 
I contacted the charity and 
asked for help.”

Within a month, Marie had 
been introduced to volunteer 
Malcom ‘Mal’ Hodgson, a 
retired RAF Chief Technician 
from St Andrews. The two 
were soon talking on the 
phone and (as it was before 
any lockdowns) were meeting 
up every couple of weeks. 

Mal is an active member 
of his local RAF Association 
Branch, and trained as a 
support volunteer in 2017. He 
has enjoyed being there for 
people like Marie ever since. 

He said: “I am happy to 
pop over for a cup of tea and 
a chat, or just give Marie a 
phone call to check how she’s doing. I’m astounded by the number of 
people who are on their own out there, because it really doesn’t take 
much to support them and change their world for the better.”

Six months of support from Mal gave Marie the confidence to get 
by on her own and make links into her new community. She is now a 
befriender for a local Dundee organisation and has taught herself to 
travel across Scotland to visit her daughters. 

“Mal has helped me to feel better in myself. I still see him every now 
and again, and before the pandemic we always met up at the end of 
the month to go to the quiz at the RAF Association Leuchars Branch, 
which is a great way to meet other veterans. When things get back to 
normal we’ll do it again. We haven’t won it yet though!”

Top: Marie says: “Mal has helped me feel better in myself” © Phil Greig
Above: “The quiz night is a great way to meet other veterans”, says Marie © 
Phil Greig.
Left:  Marie and Mal drawing the raffle at the Leuchars Branch quiz night 
before lockdown. © Phil Greig.

RAF rugby stars remember
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STEM in Scotland 
In October the RAF Association joined a host of organisations for 
the Next Generation Royal Air Force reception at Dynamic Earth 
in Edinburgh.

The event highlighted opportunities for the RAF and Scotland’s 
academic institutions and industrial businesses. The Association 
was promoting ‘Sky’s the Limit’, our Science, Technology 
Engineering and Maths (STEM) booklet created in partnership 
with Raytheon UK, which is designed to inspire and demonstrate 
how important STEM is for careers within the aerospace industry 
and the RAF.

You can find out more on the Association website: rafa.org.uk/
airmail-stem

NEWS

Building futures at 
Rothbury House
On behalf of the veterans who will live at Rothbury House in future, 
we gratefully thank the many generous individuals and organisations 
who have donated so far to the Building Futures Appeal, including 
the following:

Individual players of the Veterans’ Foundation lottery. The 
Foundation has made a £20,000 donation to the appeal. This will allow 
the transformation of an entire bedroom flat and upgrades to the 
communal living and dining rooms.

Lord Selkirk of Douglas and the trustees of the Selkirk Charitable 
Trust. Their £10,000 donation was made as part of the winding up of 
their fund, according to the wishes of its founder Geordie, 10th Earl of 
Selkirk. Geordie (Lord Geordie Douglas-Hamilton) was Commanding 
Officer of No 603 (The City of Edinburgh) Squadron in the late 
1930s. He was promoted to Wing Commander and became personal 
assistant to Air Chief Marshal Lord Dowding. He became chief 
intelligence officer at the time of the Battle of Britain, during which 
the pilots of his squadron flew with honour and distinction. Lord 
Selkirk was especially pleased to make the donation in memory of his 
RAF ancestor and also in memory of his late mother who was brought 
up at nearby Alnwick Castle.

UK defence company MBDA Missile Systems for their generous 
donation and support.

All RAF Association branches who have made donations ranging 
from £145 to £30,000, according to their means.

Serving personnel from RAF Boulmer who visited current residents 
at the neighbouring Lord Tedder Court for afternoon tea, as part of 
their longstanding relationship with Rothbury House. The station is 
organising a fundraising dinner to contribute to the appeal and will 
continue to help financially and in person in future.

As Air Mail went to press (in early December), the appeal total had 
reached £254,000. The fundraising has continued over Christmas, 
hoping to raise the total funds needed to complete the building work 
at Rothbury House. And in late 2021, staff held two open days for 
potential residents to see round the show flats. 86 year-old Tom Brown 
said: “If I could get a permanent independent-living place at Rothbury 
House, I’d jump for joy!”  More open days are planned for 2021.

NEWS

Above: Tom Brown, who 
is hoping to be able to 
move into Rothbury 
House’s independent 
living rooms, had a look 
round. 
© hollisphotography.co.uk. 
Right: A room with a 
view. Potential residents 
and supporters visited 
Rothbury House at the 
November open day.
© hollisphotography.co.uk.

Above: Marie Crombie (c) and Joe Stanfield (r) from the Association’s 
Edinburgh office, Raytheon staff and RAF visitors. © RAF Association.

Boosts for Scottish 
beneficiaries and 
branches
Seven RAF Association branches in Scotland are benefiting from a 
share of a one million pound Scottish Government’s Armed Forces 
Third Sector Resilience Fund.  

The Association successfully bid for £32,581 which will be shared 
between: Airdrie and Coatbridge, Angus, East Kilbride, Inverurie, 
Leuchars. Peterhead and Stornoway branches. The branches’ grants 
range from £751 to £14,118.

Last year, two UK-wide surveys by the Confederation of Service 
Charities (COBSEO) identified a significant increase in demand from 
members for services such as mental health and wellbeing support 
and an overall fall in income.

RAF Association Connections for Life beneficiaries in Scotland will 
also get a boost after Scotland’s Officers Association donated £30,000 
to the welfare project. The money will be split over two years, in 
support of the RAF community in Scotland.
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Poppies and 
planes help smash 
sales records 
RAFATRAD Ltd, the trading arm of the RAF Association, has 
recorded its most successful sales ever. “Remembrance and 
early Christmas sales always boost November figures,” said Dan 
Greaves, Head of Retail, “But 2021 sales for the month are double 
those of 2020 and we turned over £103,000.  We also had our 
busiest single day, when we fulfilled 566 orders.”  He puts the 
success down to new product ranges and partnerships, better 
marketing and a new website. All profits are used to fund the 
Association’s welfare work. Have a look 
for yourself: rafatrad.co.uk

NEWS

Growing Christmas 
cheer
RAF personnel on duty in the UK and overseas at Christmas have been 
specially remembered by the Association for the third time.

At Christmas 2021, more than 1,200 serving people were sent 
goodwill parcels of food, games and seasonal decorations to show they 
were in our thoughts as they worked on our behalf over Christmas.

“The scheme is growing every year,” said Cleo Whitehead, Wellbeing 
Services Officer at the Association. “In our first year, 2019, we sent 484 
boxes out. Christmas 2020 saw around 800 gifted hampers and in 
2021 we are delighted to announce we gifted over 1,200 hampers at 
Christmas time. 

“Charities, individuals and organisations have always thought of 
RAF personnel deployed overseas at Yuletide,” she continued. “But in 
2019 the Association chose to think specifically of those on duty in 
the United Kingdom, but still far away from their families during the 
festive period. Before then they had rarely benefited from the kind 
thoughts of others.”

This year, goodies included Santa Gingerbread, an Association duck, 
a RAFA drinks bottle, luxury Tiptree jams, a torch key ring, playing 
cards and a notebook— to bring cheer to on-duty personnel while at 
work for their country.

“We worked with RAF 
stations across the UK to let 
service personnel on operational 
duty in the UK know they are not 
forgotten and that their commitment 
is appreciated,” said Cleo. “We were also really pleased to send a 
small number of boxes to British personnel overseas this year, in 
Afghanistan and Cyprus.”

Above: A leaflet packaged with the box also promotes the Association’s 
Storybook Wings and Wings Doodle Packs.
© RAF Association. 
Above right: Serving suggestion: Goodies from Christmas 2020 for RAF 
personnel on duty away from their families. © RAF Association. 

Left: The RAF Salon Orchestra 
at RAFA Kidz Odiham. 
© RAFA Kidz

Classical approach to 
children and animals
Children at three RAFA Kidz nurseries in Odiham, Digby and Cranwell 
were treated to live classical music by members of RAF Music Services 
just before Christmas.

The RAF Salon Orchestra chose to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the death of composer Camille Saint-Saëns with 
performances of his famous Carnival of the Animals suite.

The children learned about the music beforehand, created costumes, 
and thought about dances and movement while pretending to be 
the animals. A video of the event was shared online in the run up to 
Christmas, on 16 December - the anniversary of Saint-Saëns’ death.
(Watch until end of March 2022: rafa.org.uk/carnivaloftheanimals.)

“We were really keen to get involved with the orchestra,” said Judith 
Chinnery of RAFA Kidz Cranwell. “Children at Cranwell often hear band 
practice so it was great to introduce them to a closer view of some 
of the instruments and to a different genre of music. We were able to 
invite parents along to join in too -  after so long.

“It has been a great opportunity to meet and find out about other roles 
in the RAF and involve the station in these events,” Judith continued. “We 
want to continue this partnership and we hope they’ll come back and do 
another piece of music with us – Peter and the Wolf, maybe?”

Sergeant Henry Eastburn-Pentreath, Leader of the RAF Salon 
Orchestra said: "Seeing the look on the children’s faces when we 

started playing was fantastic. 
There is nothing better than 
live music to entertain and 
inspire at any age! To see the 
babies crawling up to touch 
the double bass and feel the 
vibrations was incredible. I 
hope we can do this again."

Above: The poppy pin 
with RAF emblem was 
RAFATRAD’s best-
selling product in 
November 2021. 
© RAFATRAD Ltd 
Left: The best-selling 
2021 Christmas card 
‘Flirting with the 
treetops. © RAFATRAD Ltd. 
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Two companies announced support for the Royal Air Forces 
Association at DSEI, the Defence and Security International event held 
in London in September and a third helped make Christmas merrier.

Employees from Collins Aerospace in the UK will be organising a 
Ride for RAFA over the coming months.

Graeme Gault, Principal Business Development Manager Europe, the 
Middle East and Asia, created the cycling challenge for his colleagues. 
He said: “[This] is a great way for Collins Aerospace to show its support 
for the armed forces community. Teams from sites around the UK will 
all be riding, raising money for the RAF Association, a cause very close 
to the hearts of many within the company. 

“On a personal level, I know from my time in the RAF how important 
friends are, so I would encourage people to team up to take on 
this challenge.”

Collins Aerospace, was also the headline sponsor for the Tornado 
Tribute Tour of England which saw Gulf War veterans and long-time 
friends Mal Craghill and Martin Wintermeyer cycle 680 miles to 
raise funds and remember aircrew who died training for or during 
the conflict.

Security and aerospace company, Lockheed Martin, announced it 
will be the lead sponsor for RAFA Rides 2022 - the Association’s annual 
cycling event.

In 2021, 810 riders from all over the world were united in a common 
goal; to ride together to raise money to support the RAF community. 
Riders participated from 20 countries across six continents. Teams 
and individuals joined from North America, South America, 
Africa, the Middle East, New Zealand, as well as across the UK and 
Europe. During the day, live feeds between Leicestershire, RAF 
stations across the UK and the teams in other countries brought the 
riders together. 

Paul Livingston, Chief Executive Lockheed Martin UK said: “[We were] 
extremely proud to have supported RAFA Rides 2021, as we recognise 
the critical role that the RAF Association plays in empowering serving 
RAF personnel, RAF veterans and their families. Extending that 
support to 2022 underlines that pride and we look forward to seeing 
even more cyclists joining from even more countries. I will certainly be 
encouraging my colleagues to get involved.”

Meanwhile, Verizon helped make Christmas merry for RAF 
Association Connections for Life beneficiaries. See right.

Thanks for thinking of us
The RAF Association has thanked everyone who came forward and 
pledged to remember the charity in their Will, after its recent appeal.

“Legacies have long been the main source of income for the 
Association’s welfare work,” said Rachel Huxford, Director of Fundraising.

“Our annual reports show that in recent years, overall legacy income 
has substantially fallen. In 2019 legacy income accounted for 28% of 
our overall income, this dropped to 22% in 2020. In the last couple of 
years there have been further difficulties with the pandemic and with 
administrative delays at the probate service, which slowed all charities’ 
legacy income. So we are very grateful to everyone who stepped 
forward to let us know they have pledged to help us continue our 
crucial welfare work. It helps us plan for the future.”

Legacy research organisation, Legacy Foresight told Civil Society 
Magazine: “The number of charities named in Wills continued to 
grow. This means that legacy fundraising will be more important than 
ever for charities as they strive to increase their legacy income and 
strengthen their resilience for the years ahead.”

If 

anyone is interested in finding 
out more about making a difference to the RAF community after 
their death, or making a free Will with one of our Will partners, please 
request a copy of our free Will guide by:
visiting greatestgift.rafa.org.uk, or telephoning free from the UK on
0800 018 236.

Make your Will for free, with our trusted partners
©IWM

Corporate support

Above:  Pictured: Paul Livingston, CEO Lockheed Martin UK, Air Vice-Marshal 
Gary Waterfall, RAFA Ambassador and Rachel Huxford Director of Marketing, 
Fundraising and Trading, RAF Association © RAF Association

Above:  Employees from Verizon handwrote 260 Christmas cards to RAF 
veterans in December. London and Reading teams from the leading global 
technology company that supplies enterprise networking, security, 5G and 
edge computing, and delivers agile technology platforms to enable the 
connected organisation, sent the greetings to the RAF Association Connections 
for Life beneficaries. This was the first of what they hope will be many projects 
to support the Association’s work. One beneficiary was so delighted, he rang to 
say thank you and to ask where he could send a return Christmas card to ‘Evie’, 
the Verizon colleague who had written his card.  © Verizon
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Above: Children from RAFA Kidz Cranwell helped Group Captain Dr Joanne Campbell OBE, Officer Commanding RAF Cranwell, plant a tree for the jubilee. 
The cherry tree was planted as part of the ‘Queen’s Green Canopy’ project to grow trees across the nation to celebrate Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee in 2022, and is marked on the national map of trees on queensgreencanopy.org. © MOD/Crown.

Storrington 
goes 
clubbing
Residents from RAFA Housing Ltd in 
Storrington, West Sussex visited RAF 
Association clubs in Bognor Regis and 
Eastbourne in September last year, where 
they were warmly welcomed and had the 
opportunity to chat to other veterans. 
© RAFA Housing Ltd

Above: RAF Association ambassador Air 
Commodore Suraya Marshall receiving £3,000 
from Curry Awards founder Romai Gulzar. 
© Leicester Curry Awards

Spicing up our lives 
The Royal Air Forces Association received 
£3,000 as one of two charity beneficiaries 
for the 2021 Leicester Curry Awards 
in September. Guest of honour was 
RAF Association Ambassador Suraya 
Marshall, then Air Commodore and Officer 
Commanding RAF College Cranwell, now Air 
Vice-Marshal and Air Officer Commanding No 
2 Group.

The prestigious annual gala dinner 
celebrates Leicestershire’s vibrant Asian 
culture and the culinary craftsmanship that 
goes into making the city one of the UK’s 
most prized curry destinations.

Romail Gulzar, founder of the awards said: 
“We are extremely passionate about giving 
something back to the community."

Rachel Huxford, Director of Marketing, 
Fundraising and Trading at the Association, 
said: “The RAF Association is thrilled to be 
chosen as a charity partner of the Leicester 
Curry Awards. We are a national charity that 
is incredibly proud to call the vibrant city of 
Leicester our home. None of our work would 
be possible without support like this and 
we are grateful to our Leicester Branch for 
nominating us. The Curry Awards will help us 
continue to be there for members of the RAF 
community when they need us.”
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100th birthdays
Emlyn Barwick
Family and friends gathered to help 
Emlyn Barwick celebrate his 100th 
birthday earlier this year. Born in 
Wales, Emlyn first became a coal 
miner, but decided to join the 
RAF with a friend and enlisted in 
January 1939. He became an RAF 
driver, with postings to Marham, 
Hullavington and then Rhodesia 
in 1940. 

His war service was spent as 
a member of the North Africa 
Vehicle Recovery Unit, mostly 
recovering crashed aircraft, 
including enemy aircraft, often 
in dangerous circumstances. 

While in Tripoli he was seriously injured in an accident; the prolonged 
treatment led to the loss of use of his badly damaged left arm. 

He left the RAF in 1946 having served in Corsica, Sardinia, Italy and 
Germany. As a civilian he was a baggage handler and driver at Gatwick 
Airport and remained a ministry driver until retirement.

Michael Jones
Michael Jones joined the RAF in 
1941, and was sent to Torquay 
then to Oklahoma, USA for flying 
training. Back in the UK he gained 
experience by delivering different 
aircraft to wherever they were 
required, before joining 140 
Squadron and specialising in photo 
reconnaissance. Flying Spitfires and 
Mosquitos, he was heavily involved 
with photographing the beaches, 
railways and fortifications, prior to 
D-Day. 

He married Edith in 1944, and from 1947-51 they were based in 
Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) training pilots. He returned 
to RAF Pucklechurch in the UK for two years, before retraining with 
helicopters. Michael then spent three years assigned to the Army Air 
Corps at Middle Wallop, teaching Army pilots.

From 1962-1964, he was based at Little Rissington in Gloucestershire. 
The cold winter of 1962-63 badly affected Gloucestershire, and the 
RAF became involved in getting supplies to the remote farms that 
were snowed in for several weeks. 

On retiring from the RAF in 1964, Michael worked for for Westland 
Helicopters, culminating in an assignment to Singapore from 1982-
1985, before finally retiring to Dorset. He celebrated his 100th birthday 
in Sherborne with his children and grandchildren in August 2021.

Doug Newham
To mark his 100th birthday in November, Cockermouth Branch 
arranged for its president Doug Newham to visit the Yorkshire 
Air Museum at Elvington, where he happily answered numerous 
questions during private tours of their Halifax and Dakota aircraft; 
both of which he flew operationally during the war. This visit to was 
followed by another private visit to his old airfield at Melbourne, from 
where he had flown Halifaxes with 10 Squadron. 

"It was a truly a day of hugely mixed emotions,” said Doug, who is 
also a Royal Air Forces Association Connections for Life volunteer. “A 

thrill to clamber (with some difficulty) back into the fuselage of the 
Halifax, wriggle past the mid-upper gun turret, scramble over the 
main spars, more wriggling past the cockpit area, and then down to 
the navigation position in the nose. I was swamped by so many mixed 
personal flashbacks. It was truly remarkable to find myself so familiar 
with switches and controls and actions, after some 75 years, how my 
seat folded down, where my parachute was stowed. I could do it all 
with my eyes closed! I must have sat there answering questions for 
nearly an hour, then wriggled and clambered (sometimes on hands 
and knees) back to the exit hatch.”

“Later we went to my old squadron airfield, now reverted largely 
to farmland. Only the old control tower was familiar, and being 
restored inside by kindly volunteers. In those past days I used to climb 
those stairs in the control tower every day when we were planning a 
bomber raid. There were chalked blackboards where every crew name 
was familiar. Not all of the memories which were stirred were ‘smiley’ 
ones, but not unexpected."

Prior to his birthday, a Hercules of 47 Squadron performed a surprise 
flypast of Doug's home in Cumbria.

Bob Richardson
In 1940, aged 18, Bob Richardson joined the RAF. He trained at RAF 
Halton as a flight mechanic then as a flight fitter before being posted to 
141 Squadron, which was flying Boulton Paul Defiants. 

Later posted to RAF Taunton, he was part of a recovery team which 
attended fighters that had landed in roads or fields having run out of fuel 
while in aerial combat over the English Channel. Bob would prepare the 
area for flight and an experienced pilot would come and take-off. If this 
wasn’t possible, he would break the aircraft down and return it by road.

From there he was posted to St Athan and worked on converting 
US Liberators to British instrumentation. Bob then worked at RAF 
Dumfries on twin-engine aircraft until the war in Europe was won. 
A move to RAF East Dereham 
followed, where he worked 
on converting aircraft 
from European to Far East 
specifications for use in the 
war on Japan.

In Dumfries he married 
WAAF member Terry 
McNabola. In 1950 they moved 
to a house in Edinburgh where 
Bob has lived ever since. 
After demob and until his 
retirement Bob worked in the 
distilling and brewing industry. 
Since the age of 85, Bob has 
undertaken a world tour and 
numerous foreign holidays, 
attempting to visit as many 
countries as possible.

© Dumfries & Galloway Aviation Museum..

Doug Newham in his old ‘office’.
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t’s a tea-tasting like no other. Outside on 
a mercifully mild day in late October a 
group of RAF and Royal Navy trainees are 
sipping various infusions, concoctions and 

decoctions. If they concentrate and learn well, 
the teas may save their lives in future.

Five minutes later their instructor says: 
“Say poultice, if you don’t know the word 
already.” Multiple voices repeat ‘poultice’. Their 
instructor then explains what one is, and how 
to make one from what looks like nothing 
more than a handful of weeds.

The instructor is ‘Square’, formally known as 
Mark Fairhead, Officer Commanding Robson 
Academy of Resilience - Aircrew SERE Training 
Centre. Based at RAF Cranwell, he has been a 
SERE (survive, evade, resist, extract) instructor 

Strangle, 
mangle  
and dangle

Top: Aircrew SERE instructors ‘at home’ in the 
woods, showing how it's done. © MOD/Crown.
Above right: Fires can be lit to attract the attention 
of rescuers. © MOD/Crown.

for 27 years. Before that he served as an RAF 
Regiment Gunner with 1 Squadron and as Air 
Loadmaster/Helicopter Crewmen, flying on 
Chinooks with 7 Squadron. He and his team 
of 12 train aircrew to survive in a peacetime 
environment. But there are others like him 
throughout the RAF. Every squadron has at 

The will to survive can be 
overwhelmed by a traumatic 
situation. But your chances of 
getting through it are hugely 
improved by training and 
experience.  We join Aircrew SERE 
instructors on a Permissive Land 
Survival course (PLS), training 
personnel to survive, evade, resist 
and then be extracted.

least one survival specialist, known as a Unit 
SERE Instructor. They train personnel of all 
kinds, mainly aviators, as part of building 
up their personal resilience and developing 
the skills they need should they find 
themselves isolated after ditching, crashing, or 
abandonment of their aircraft by parachute.
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Mark has once come in direct contact with 
someone who says they survived because 
of the training. In 1997 Flight Sergeant Piers 
Wakeham was in 47 Squadron, and a passenger 
on board a Hercules that crashed 
leaving Albania during the 
Kosovo Campaign. He and a 
colleague were awarded the 
Queen’s Commendation for 
bravery for rescuing fellow 
personnel while the aircraft 
and its load of ammunition 
and vehicles burned 
around them. Meeting Mark 
unexpectedly years later 
Piers said: ‘As we realised we 
were going to crash, and through 
the whole process and the rescue, 
the training came back to me and I just kept 
thinking what would Square do?’

Mark’s team runs up to 20 courses a year, 
training 500 personnel from the Royal Navy, 
British Army, Royal Air Force and the Royal 
Marines. The Aircrew SERE Training Centre 
(ASTC) and Aircrew SERE Training is one part 
of the RAF’s Robson Academy of Resilience, 
developed to make sure military personnel are 
as prepared for the worst as they can be. As 
well as training people to address the priorities 
of survival, including, first aid, clothing, shelter, 
fire, how to get found (located) where to 

find water and food, the courses educate the 
students to develop their resilience; which is 
so critical in a post incident survival scenario.

Psychologists often describe resilience as 
the process of adapting well in the face of 
adversity, trauma, tragedy, or other significant 
sources of stress. The trait is, of course, 
extremely useful if the aircraft you are in has 
landed unexpectedly in the wilderness. But a 
resilient person can also benefit immensely in 
the rest of their life if they have to face family 
and relationship problems, serious health 
problems, or workplace and financial stresses.

“The best survivors are those who are quickest 
to adapt,” says Mark. “And that’s what we want to 
teach in the PLS course – how to adapt, fast.” 

The knowledge behind the Aircrew SERE 
course is as old as the hills and the RAF’s 
priorities of survival – protection, location, 
water and food have not changed for 50 years. 
But its method of delivery is constantly being 

updated and improved.
Mark explains: “These days we 

can be taking people who have 
never been in a wood before, never 

used an axe or a knife. We live in a society 
where if they want food, they get a package 
from a supermarket. And most don’t know 
how to do more than re-heat pre-prepared 
food.” 

The course can be a shock to some of the 
students. “They get a Mark 4 survival tin 
(24 boiled sweets) and half a Mark 9 ration 
tin – some sugar, salt, a stock cube, some 
shortbread, etc. Then they are given a whole 
raw fish and a whole pigeon - scales, feathers, 
innards and all - and a bit of a rabbit with its 
fur on. And that’s their food for the whole five 
days. They get a little hungry,” he says, “but 
they are mainly tired. If they get more than 
four hours sleep a night they are doing well, 
because there is so much work to do.”

It’s a relatively gentle start to the five-day 
experience and students are well-fed when 
they arrive, which reflects the fact that they 
will have one day of energy after an air crash. 
Then the course gets progressively harder. 

The first day covers first aid and how to treat 
an isolated person – which may be yourself. 
Even in a temperate maritime climate like the 
UK’s, the students are taught that anything 

can harm a human – from the elements to 
the enemy or wildlife. But many of the skills 
and priorities learned on these shores are 
transferable and can be valuable in other 
environments, such as the Arctic, jungles 
or deserts. The aim is to stay alive and get 
recovered. Day one also covers making an 
improvised shelter, a bed and a drying rack, 
reflectors – to help maintain body heat – and 
owning their space. The students will work 
through the night ready for the next day.

Day two is all about location, what they can 
utilise to attract, hold, and direct the attention 
of would-be rescuers looking for them from 
the air and on the ground. Day three is all 
about water. Where to find it, how to collect, 
treat and store it. Participants are taught how 
to fish but also have to learn to make their own 
spears, nets and traps before they can attempt 
to catch anything. Insects are eaten during the 
day to help them keep going, and they gut and 
prepare the fish for their late meal.

Top: Showing off the skills learned. © MOD/Crown.
Left: Fire - one of the priorities of survival, which 
include: first aid, clothing, shelter, how to get found 
and where to find water and food. © MOD/Crown.
Below: For some personnel it’s the first time they 
have had to deal with a whole fish for their 
evening meal. © MOD/Crown.
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Day four focusses more on food and is about 
utilising flora and fauna (plants and animals). 
Personnel are taught to locate and trap 
animals from insects to larger mammals using 
the memorable, strangle (crush), mangle (fall) 
and dangle (lift) techniques of how to catch 
the local fauna. They also receive instruction 
on flora; what is edible, medicinal or has other 
uses. This will change, in response to the 
seasonal shifts. As the instructors say: “every 
fortnight the plants change. They follow their 
own natural timescale - coming into leaf, 
fruiting or turning to seed. Some die off. They 
are never in the same stage of development 
from one course to another – so we have to be 
on our toes too.” They say the hardest time of 
the year to complete the course is February, 
when it can be extremely cold and wet, 
and when there is very little plant or insect 
life around.

Day four doesn’t stop at dusk. Overnight, 
students are taught the stages of a 
psychological response to a traumatic episode 
and how to handle it. After their fight or flight 
response has kicked in – the adrenaline rush 
– humans move into the freeze, fight, or flee 
stage and that is where problems can begin. 
The training helps people anticipate this and 
be ready to overcome it. This part of the course 
also tells them how to find support from the 
RAF after such an event if they are struggling 

to deal with the effects of the trauma.
And on the final day, at their hungriest, most 

tired, and most vulnerable, the participants 
have a pass or fail test where they have 
to teach back all they have learned to 
the instructors.

Meeting some of the students on day four, 
we asked how they thought they were getting 
on. “Ask me in a week, when I’ve had some 
sleep,” says Second Lieutenant Brianna, a Royal 
Navy Observer, training to fly on helicopters. 

Mark explains that all three services do the 
same course “because we have to apply the 
same principles to our aircrew who work in the 
navy, army and the air no matter what aircraft 
we are on. And we may all fly off the same 
carriers, whether we are on Lighting, Chinook, 
Merlin, Wildcat or Apache. We all work 
together as a big team, which is why we like to 
get them on the same course doing the same 
thing. They will forge friendships and bonding 
here in this common discomfort. And the next 
time they see each other, they will be on board 
a carrier halfway round the world. And they 
say: "Oh! Hello. We did PLS together.”

Considering the course so far, Brianna says: 
“It’s definitely been a challenge. I don't have 
that much camping or outdoors experience, 
so it’s been a baptism by fire. But it’s been 
incredibly rewarding, and I have learned so 
much. I am genuinely quite impressed with 
how much I have been able to take away from 
it. It’s actually a really brilliant course; as you 
can see, from my attempt at my shelter... soon 
to be on Air BnB. My bed is more comfortable 
than a Holiday Inn.”

Talking about the kit, she is most impressed 
by the versatility of the bivvy: “It can be 
used as a stretcher for casualties and can be 
folded and used in all sorts of different ways. 
At the moment I’ve got it keeping the rain 
away from my shelter, so I have got a bit of a 
workspace. As we’ve learned on this course, 
most military kit is designed to have more 
than one function.”

And what has most caught her off guard 
in the training? “Probably how my body 
functions on little food. We are eating, but 
it’s all set up to try to get our bodies to react 
in certain ways as if we were in a real-life 
situation. I’m tired and sluggish and feel 
really fuzzy, mentally, which is quite strange. 
But it’s interesting...good to know the signs 
and symptoms.

“Everyone has a preconceived idea of what 
aviation training is going to be like.” she 
continues. “And the reality is that this [the 
need for survival] is still a possibility. We need 

to be prepared for the worst. Should it happen 
to us, we are now much more equipped to 
deal with the situation.

“We haven’t lost our sense of time; the 
days are structured so we do have lessons in 
between the building [shelters, traps etc] and 
the trying to survive out here. But time does 
run away from you. It has an ability to slip 
through your fingers when you are working, 
which is…,” she pauses, “...a good experience.”

“What’s getting me through is knowing that 
everyone else who is doing the same job as 
me has been through it too. My friends and 
colleagues are out the other side and I can 
speak to them next week. The only thing they 
told me before the course was: “crack on, bring 
what’s on the kit list and you’ll be fine.”

Explaining more about how the training 
is set up, Mark, himself a survivor of a 
helicopter crash, says: “In a real accident, it’s 
overwhelming, physically and psychologically. 
On the training, for all the right reasons, we 
can’t hurt them or scare them witless, which 
can both happen in a real event. Here we want 
them to be able to add value, to be physically 
and mentally robust and skilled enough 
to bring something to the table. In future 
situations they will need to be able to help 

Top: The outdoors is the training room © MOD/Crown
Top Right: Mark 'Square' Fairhead infront of the 
course survivors'  wall at RAF Cranwell  © MOD/Crown
Below Right: Royal Navy Observer, Second Lieutenant 
Brianna’s international codes pointing to her secure 
shelter (just seen, left) © MOD/Crown
Left: Keeping up the protein intake  © MOD/Crown
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themselves and may need to be able to 
help others, maybe save someone’s life. 
If they have passengers on board they 
will definitely be looked to, as they’ll 
have a uniform on. Officers and NCOs 
will be expected to lead. We need to 
do enough in confidence-building and 
resilience-development here for them 
to be able to step up if it goes wrong. 
So we expect them to feel overwhelmed here; 
if you had interviewed them in the first couple 
of days I think you would have seen tears in 
many cases because there is so much to do; 
they just don’t think it’s possible. They have 
never worked so hard. Training in general, 
is more academic and much less physically 
robust, so this is a step change for them. And 
some of them are also coming from holding 
or from delays because of COVID-19. Back 
into Phase Two training, holy moly, it comes 
as a bit of a shock. We are a conduit between 
Phase One and Phase Two training and while 
we are preparing them for their flying training, 
we always have an eye on the requirements 
of their final phases and of course what they 
need operationally. Incidents can occur at any 
stage and we want them to be thoroughly 
prepared for that; when things go wrong 
they go wrong very quickly, often 
in a matter of moments. The 
training they receive here 
must be robust as they may 
not need it for some time 
to come and must be able 
to remember it and adapt 
quickly and effectively to 
the most challenging of 
circumstances. 

 “This is part of their 
pre-employment training, 
depending on where they 
are heading to next. Some of the 
instructors on this course only completed 
it themselves in April. They have attended 
instructional training at the Defence SERE 
Training Organisation and are now qualified 
to train here. We like to develop them fast and 
keep them motivated and keen. It stops them 
going off the boil, while they are awaiting 
their flying training. So they are teaching back; 
that consolidates their learning and it means 
they have something to offer their squadrons 
too when they arrive there – they will be ready 
to go, not just for flying but for more. Every 
squadron has someone like me on it who 
teaches them this kind of stuff and will update 
and refresh them as they move through the 
training phases, these skills are perishable 
but can be critical in getting our people 
home safely.”

Another participant, Flight Lieutenant 
Sudeep, known as Sud, says: “We hear a lot 
through the grapevine about this course 
before we get here. It’s kind of what I was 
expecting. We are not thrown in at the deep 
end, but we are learning what to expect and 

how to behave. I have no experience of this 
kind of thing before. I made a mistake when 
I was building my shelter, but one of the 

instructors came round and told me what 
to do, so you learn off the back 

of that.
“The most enjoyable thing 
so far is that my shelter is 

coming along so well. I’ve 
been really busy building 
it, but now I step back and 
have a look, it’s coming 
along. I need to finish it 

off – I still need to add more 
foliage to make sure it’s fully 

waterproof and fill in holes so 
that when the fire is alight, I don’t 

lose all my heat.
“We use the resilience training we were 

taught in Phase One,” Sud continues. “Time 
management comes into it, making sure you 
get everything done, in the time available, to 
the correct standard. It’s the mental side of 
things that you have got to bring with you to 
this course. Then we learn the survival skills.”

Sud was definitely going to be being thrown 
in at the deep end the week after his PLS 
training. “I’ve got ‘dunker training’ next week 
at Yeovilton,” he said – learning to escape 
from a submerged helicopter cabin and 
how to use a STASS (Short Term Air Supply 
System), attached to life preserver. That’s all 
part of the HUWET (helicopter underwater 
escape training). Then he was heading 
off to Shawbury to start RAF helicopter 
flying training.

Resilience is not always the preserve of 
‘extraordinary people’ but more of ordinary 
things such as: ‘...a healthy human brain in 
good working order; close relationships 
with competent caring adults or leaders, 
opportunities to succeed, and belief in the 

self, nurtured by positive interactions with the 
world.’  

And knowledge. Lots of knowledge. Put 
simply by one of the SERE instructors: “Before 
I just used to go on a walk outdoors and see 
grass. Now I see food and medicines.”

Family names have not been used in this article 
for security reasons.

The parent organisation for SERE 
training, the RAF’s Robson Academy of 
Resilience, is part of the ‘develop’ pillar 
of Commandant Cranwell’s strategy. It 
equips personnel across the RAF with 
the skills and resilience to enhance 
the Service's combat power. The SERE 
training is just one of nine specialist 
training divisions that develop individual 
and team excellence and performance, 
including: Physical Education, the 
Adventurous Personal Development 
Training activities, the RAF Eagles 
Scheme, Joint Services Adventurous 
Training Air Activities, Human Factors, 
and Fire Training. In 2019 the Robson 
Academy became the first military 
organisation to receive the Princess 
Royal Training Award – recognising the 
excellence of the resilience training in the 
RAF Eagles Scheme.

Top: The SERE emblem  © MOD/Crown.
Above: Many of the skills learned are transferable 
- here to sub-zero Norway, on a Marines’ cold 
weather survival course  © MOD/Crown.
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1. What is SERE an acronym for?
 a. Specialist Entrant Re-Entrant
 b. Survive Escape Recover Extract
 c. Survival Evasion Resistance Extraction
 d. Stress Effort Recovery Environment

2. Which of the following are the priorities of survival?
 a. Preservation, Life, Weather, Environment
 b. People, First Aid, Food, Water
 c. Protection, Location, Food, Water
 d. Protection, Location, Water, Food
 e. People, Process, Purpose, Principle

3. Which of the following does a SERE course advise you not to eat:
 a. Apples
 b. Blackberries
 c. Dandelions
 d. Grass
 e. Nettle leaves
 f.  Mushrooms
 g. Plantain
 h. Reed mace
 i.  Rosehips
 j. Sloes

4. What can you not use to make rope or cordage?
 a. Anything from your survival kit
 b. Brambles
 c. Grass
 d. Pine tree roots
 e. Hazel tree branches
 f.  Hair
 g. Nettle fibres
 h. Oak logs

5. How do you attract, hold and direct attention to your plight?
 a. Electronic Aids – Beacons/Transponders/Strobe lights
 b. Fire/smoke
 c. Pyrotechnics (Flares)
 d. Notices to passers by
 e. Utilising personal, aircraft equipment or natural   
 vegetation to create symbols on ground. 
 f.  Tinsel trees
 g. Any way you can

6. Which is the safest source of water to drink without further 
preparation

 a. Ice
 b. Lake
 c. Pond
 d. Puddle
 e. Snow 
 f.  Rain 
 g. Reservoir
 h. River

7. If you are skilled enough to catch an animal, what is the best way 
to cook it?

 a. Air dry it
 b. Boil it
 c. Fry it
 d. Roast it
 e. Smoke it
 f.  Any of the above

8. Which of the following should you not eat?
 a. Birds
 b. Fish
 c. Frogs
 d. Insects
 e. Mammals
 f.  Toads
 g. You can eat them all

9. How do you get leaves off a nettle without being stung?
 a. Strip down the stem from the top of the plant
 b. Strip up the stem from the bottom of the plant
 c. Pinch the leaves hard with your fingers
 d. You can’t

10. Which of these is not true of a nettle?
 a. It contains formic acid
 b. It is a source of iron, potassium, magnesium and calcium
 c. It is a source of vitamin A
 d. It is a source of vitamin C
 e. It is 23% protein
 f.  It has a laxative effect if eaten in August
 g. Its roots contain antihistamine
 h. It tastes a bit like spinach
 i.  They are all true

11. Has anyone on SERE course served up: 
 a. An apple crumble?
 b. A cup of coffee? 
 c. Insects? 

12. Pine needles might taste of Toilet Duck, but what 
properties do they have?

 a. Antiseptic
 b. Anti-viral
 c. Bactericidal
 d. Good for hepatic system (liver and detoxifying)
 e. Good for pulmonary system (lungs and breathing)
 f.  Good for urinary/kidney systems and treating bladder  
 infections.

13. Draw lines to connect the tree to the use:
 a. Birch  1. Tap the tree for the sap and decoct  
   into a sweet sugary syrup/drink 
 b. Hazel  2. Use juice from leaves for anti- 
   bacterial soap
 c. Pine  3. Bark is good for tinder and fire  
   lighting
 d. Horse chestnut 4. 100g of nuts provides 620 calories 
   5. Resin is good for lighting fires and  
 e. Birch  cleaning wounds

The 'Could You (Still) Survive?' Quiz

Which of the following should you not eat?

 c. Frogs
 d. Insects
 e. Mammals
 f.  Toads
 g. You can eat them all

How do you get leaves off a nettle without being stung?
 a. Strip down the stem from the top of the plant

 f.  Rain 
 g. Reservoir
 h. River

Which of the following does a SERE course advise you not to eat:

What can you not use to make rope or cordage?
 a. Anything from your survival kit

 d. Insects
 e. Mammals
 f.  Toads
 g. You can eat them all

9. How do you get leaves off a nettle without being stung?
 a. Strip down the stem from the top of the plant
 b. Strip up the stem from the bottom of the plant
 c. Pinch the leaves hard with your fingers
 d. You can’t

10. Which of these is not true of a nettle?
 a. It contains formic acid
 b. It is a source of iron, potassium, magnesium and calcium
 c. It is a source of vitamin A
 d. It is a source of vitamin C

Answers  on page 65.       All images © Alamy.
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A
pprentices are as vital to the RAF’s 
capabilities as they have been 
throughout its history. The RAF 
maintains a tradition of excellence 

by continuing to deliver high quality specialist 
tradespeople capable of enabling it to operate 
globally. 

The RAF is listed at No 10 in the National 
Apprenticeship Service’s Top 100 Employer List 
and won the Macro Employer category at the 
2017 National Apprenticeship Awards. In 2019 
it was named ‘Apprenticeship Employer of the 
Year’ at the Annual Apprenticeship Conference 
Awards. At the 2015 World Skills Competition 
in Sâo Paulo, Brazil, Senior Aircraftman Shayne 
Hadland was awarded a silver medal in the 
Aircraft Maintenance Competition while 
representing the UK. And in 2018, Senior 
Aircraftman Niraj Gurung was named the 
Digital & Creative Apprentice of the Year at the 

Unleashing 
tremendous 
potential

Asian Apprenticeship Awards.
Delivering our own apprenticeships directly 

to RAF personnel means that we’re one of 
the UK’s largest apprenticeship ‘employer-
providers’. Across 24 different trades, there are 
some 3,700 apprentices on programme, with a 
further 150 participating in Army-led schemes.

RAF Apprenticeships have been rated as 
‘Outstanding’ by the Office for Standards 
in Education (Ofsted) which noted that 
the RAF had: “created a positive culture for 
apprenticeship training.” It also noted that 
apprenticeships were seen as “the backbone of 

There are world-class 
opportunities on offer for 
thousands of apprentices 
within the RAF. Squadron 
Leader Gary Walling of 
the RAF Apprenticeships 
Management Team gives his 
insights into the impact this 
has on them and the RAF.
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the RAF’s approach to developing its younger 
staff and recent recruits,” and that they were 
“well understood and highly valued by leaders 
at all levels in the service, and by apprentices 
themselves.” 

In apprenticeship trades, 99 per cent of 
personnel up to the rank of corporal are 
apprentices or ex-apprentices, which greatly 
reinforces this understanding of the scheme 
by workplace managers as people progress in 
their careers.

The apprenticeship programmes are identified 
in consultation with branch and trade advisors. 
This ensures that they align to the military’s 
requirements without having to adapt the 

training to achieve the accreditation. Nominated 
RAF trade experts work alongside civilian 
employers in ‘trailblazer groups’. These develop 
the national standards to ensure that the 
apprenticeships the RAF offers are achievable in 
initial trade training and in the RAF workplace.

This is very much in line with ASTRA’s 
intent to align learning and experience with 
recognised qualifications and standards, 
connect with industry, and put learning in the 
workplace into context. 

However, as each standard is not ‘military 
specific’ but matched against wider civilian 
industry jobs, our apprentices gain long-
term employability; a strategy endorsed in 

the Government’s 2021 Defence Command 
Paper which commits the Armed Forces to 
delivering apprenticeships to 80 per cent of 
new entrants.

Some trades require entry qualifications, but 
others have few or no requirements, allowing 
opportunities for people with underlying 
aptitude to succeed and realise their potential.

Each apprentice is provided with bespoke 
individual support from enlistment to 
completion. Those without the English 
and Maths qualifications needed for their 
apprenticeship are tutored to gain them 
before proceeding. Apprentices also undergo 
between three and 18 months’ full-time 
training at a training school, learning the skills 
of their trade before moving on to their first 
posting. When posted, they reinforce their 
training with hands-on experience. 

To manage the delivery of the 
apprenticeship in the workplace, each 
apprentice is assigned a uniformed mentor/
assessor during their workplace phase. It is 
this assessor who reviews them at 12-week 
intervals and provides ongoing support 
and advice.

As a brand, RAF Apprenticeships are well-
known, and are a key part of the RAF’s offer to 
potential recruits. In comparison to their peers 
in civilian life, RAF Apprentices are well placed. 
They’re full-time service personal who aren’t 
differentiated from the rest of the workforce 
in any way. They receive full pay (as opposed 
to the National Apprenticeship Wage) and 
all remain in employment on completion of 
their apprenticeship. The completion of an 
apprenticeship is also only the beginning, 
with further opportunities for career-long 
professional and personal development.

The RAF Apprenticeships Scheme is 
recognised nationally as a model to follow, 
and we work with major companies to 
mutually maintain and develop the quality of 
each other’s apprenticeship programmes.

What we offer to the next generation is a 
world-class opportunity that is second-to-none 
for their service career and beyond. Chief of the 
Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston said 
it best: “The RAF is proud to have one of the 
UK’s best apprenticeship schemes, unleashing 
the tremendous potential of our people.”  

As the service moves into its second century, 
our role is to inspire and prepare future 
cohorts to play their part in building the next 
generation RAF. 

For further information visit: www.raf.mod.
uk/recruitment/apprenticeships  AM

Above: Senior Aircraftman Niraj Gurung (in 
uniform), Digital & Creative Apprentice of the 
Year at the 2018 Asian Apprenticeship Awards.  
© Edwin Ladd/Mr Ladd Media.

All images: Potential RAF apprentices can choose 
from a huge variety of roles within security, 
logistics, engineering, cyberspace, medical,
 and air and space operations to name a few. 
© MOD/Crown.
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I
n 1919, Lord Trenchard first announced his 
intention to establish an RAF apprentice 
scheme at Halton. A rigorous selection 
procedure would ensure that recruits 

would be of the highest quality, both in terms 
of their resourcefulness and intelligence. 

In January 1922 the first cohort of 
apprentices arrived at Halton, and were 
signed-on for twelve years from the age of 18. 

Bugle calls
and standing
orders

After being kitted out and assigned to their 
accommodation, apprentices soon found 
their lives falling into a well-ordered routine 
governed largely by bugle calls. Reveille woke 
them at 0630, colour hoisting parade was at 
0730hrs and bed at 2145.

Apprentices didn’t have much time to dwell 
on their situation, as evenings and most 
weekends were taken up with room cleaning, 

To mark 100 years since its foundation this 
February, Group Captain Min Larkin CBE looks 
back to the formative years of RAF Halton’s Aircraft 
Apprenticeship Scheme.

Top: Sergeant Apprentice Geoffrey Williams, 
who was awarded the Monsignor Beauchamp 
Memorial Prize for the best all round 
apprentice, is chaired by his comrades after 
the passing out parade of the 73rd Entry of 
aircraft apprentices at No 1 School of Technical 
Training, RAF Halton.  © Alamy.
Above: An apprentice on a familiarisation flight 
in a Hawker Hart, 1936. © RAF Halton Apprentices' 
Association.
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inspections and parades. However, sporting 
facilities were available in abundance, and 
apprentices could also enjoy debating, aircraft 
modelling and playing in one of the several 
bands. Apprentices enjoyed six weeks’ holiday 
a year plus mid-term breaks. They were also 
paid, albeit a paltry amount. 

For the first 50 years of the scheme 
apprentices were classified as minors, and 
their officers and SNCOs acted in loco parentis. 
In addition to their responsibilities under 
the tenets of normal military discipline, each 
apprentice was issued with a small booklet 
entitled ‘Standing Orders for Apprentices’. 
This contained rules which severely restricted 
apprentices’ freedom to spend what precious 
spare time they had.  

Some rules were reasonable for boys below 
the age of 18, such as taking a bath twice 
a week and being prohibited from visiting 
pubs and drinking alcohol. Perhaps the most 
resented rule, especially by older apprentices 
in their third year of training, was lights out 
at 2145hrs; a time when their former school
friends would still be out enjoying themselves. 

Despite the harsh standards of discipline, 
most ex-apprentices are only too willing to 
reminisce about the occasions when they 
broke the rules. It was a point of honour for 
apprentices to break as many as they could 
without getting caught. 

With an average of 2,000 boys in residence 
at any one time, the RAF Police presence at 
Halton was higher than at other stations. 
Stealthily climbing through windows in the 
dead of night was the apprentices’ preferred 
way to avoid their patrols. Many apprentices 
believe that such anti-establishment activity 
contributed as much to the development of 
the famous ‘Halton spirit’ as did the communal 
living, sporting activities, marching and 
discipline. 

Training
Technical training at Halton was divided 
into three distinct but closely coordinated 

departments: trade, academic and general 
service training. 

Initial trade training was carried out in the 
workshops, with apprentices later getting to 
hone their skills on redundant aircraft. The 
trades taught evolved along with advances in 
aeronautical engineering, but were principally 
engines, airframes, armaments, instruments, 
electrics and wireless. A pass mark in all 
aspects of his trade training was a must for 
an apprentice to graduate. Until 1951, this 
mark also governed the rank at which an 
apprentice graduated.

Apprentice Gerry Blacklock, who joined 
the scheme in 1931, remembered his 
contemporaries having to wrestle with 
hand tools for the first time: 

“Given a rough lump of steel 
about the size of a tennis 
ball, they had to reduce 
it to a cube of 1” each 

side using a cold-chisel, hacksaw, and files of 
decreasing coarseness. It seemed that no one 
escaped without losing most of the skin from 
most of his knuckles.

“Having made their steel cubes, they were 
then given pieces of ¼” thick brass plate 

which they had to cut and file to a 
perfect 3” square externally, with 

a 1” square hole to accept their 
steel cubes.”

Though spared this 
particular phase due to 
illness, Gerry nonetheless 
had to take part in the 

subsequent maintenance 
course. Here he found himself 

splicing ropes and steel cables, 
brazing, welding, rigging, and – in 

an age of fabric covered aircraft – 
fabric repairs.

Fashioning something from a lump of steel 
was a simple yet effective method to teach 
apprentices the use of hand tools and the 
importance of precision. Over 30 years after 
Gerry Blacklock passed through Halton, 
another young apprentice was faced with 
almost the exact same task.

“Our introduction to the workshop 
classroom was to be presented with a lump of 
mild steel, roughly cut and partially corroded,” 
remembers Graham Miller. “Our initial task 

Below: Time-expired 
airframes, such as these 
Hawker Hart variants, 
were used to provide 
hands-on experience. 
© RAF Halton Apprentices' 
Association.

Right: Hunters, and the 
occasional Sea Hawk, in 
Halton’s workshops in 
the 1970s.
Below: To keep 
abreast of technical 
developments, Halton 
had state-of-the-art 
Blenheims to work on 
as early as 1937.
Bottom: 20th Entry 
passing out parade, 
RAF Halton, 1932. All
© RAF Halton Apprentices' 
Association.
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was to file it into a perfect square of uniform 
depth and absolutely flat. ‘Nearly right’ was 
not nearly enough. 

“After around six weeks’ labour we moved 
on to something else, but later the lump came 
back and we were required to ‘round’ one 
corner, remove the opposite corner with a saw, 
and cut a square notch into one of the sides. A 
while later the lump was back yet again, and 
we were required to drill holes in it, tap one 
of the holes to provide a screw thread, and 
taper another. So it went on, with the 
mild steel spectre haunting our 
every move.”

Academic training was 
comparable with that of a 
good technical college, 
and was to National 
Certificate level. ‘Schools', 
as it was known by 
apprentices, was held in 
a purpose-built college 
building which had a well-
stocked library and excellent 
engineering science laboratories. 
All apprentices studied the same 
mathematics, mechanics and engineering 
drawing syllabuses, but engineering science 
was tailored to suit an individual’s trade. 
Included in the syllabus was English and 
general studies, which covered the history of 
the RAF in depth. 

“School work was more or less a continuation 
of what I had been doing at grammar school,” 
remembers Gerry Blacklock. “Except that there 
were two new subjects: engineering drawing 
and theory of flight – both of which were 
thoroughly interesting and enjoyable. Later 
on came yet more subjects, such as structures 

and materials.”
In the third year of training, all apprentices 

were required to produce a 5,000 word 
dissertation on a subject of their choice. A 
National Certificate, or at least a B grade pass 
in the final school examinations, was sufficient 
to qualify an apprentice academically for 
commissioning: a C grade was the minimum 
requirement for graduation.

General service training was an important 
part of the curriculum. After entering 
productive service, an apprentice was 

expected to gain rapid promotion and 
command men. From the outset 

of his training he became a 
member of a society based on 

the orderly pattern of RAF 
life in wings, squadrons and 

flights, where he learned the give and take of 
community living, and developed a feeling for 
the customs and traditions of the RAF. 

The great test
During WWII, while many of their colleagues 

were fighting in the air, thousands of former 
apprentices were toiling to ensure their 
aircraft were in fighting condition. With the 
rapidly growing numbers joining the service, 
thousands of ex-apprentices suddenly 
found themselves racing through the ranks, 
providing a vital source of experienced 
technical supervisors on front line squadrons, 
maintenance units and as instructors for 
the increasing number of technical training 

All images: Apprentices at work from the 1920s 
(white overalls) to the late 1960s. © RAF Halton 
Apprentices' Association.
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Halton-made: the making of an Air Marshal
“I arrived at Halton just short of my 16th birthday with four GCE O levels which narrowly 
qualified as passes, a cheap suitcase containing next to nothing, a five-pound note in my 
pocket and an extreme naivety; similar to many others who arrived at Halton in a state of 
profound vacant expectation. I cannot recall what my aims were and suspect that I did not 
really have any other than to make the five-pound note last as long as possible.

"So what did I learn while there that enabled me make the most of the intervening 40 years 
of RAF service plus 14 active years in retirement? My trade skills (I qualified as an airframe 
fitter, or ‘rigger’) occasionally come in handy, but mostly from learning the correct use of 
hand tools, but the embryonic qualities of tenacity and determination were also formed at 
that early stage.

"I learned to stand on my own two feet, to be responsible for myself, and quickly got out of 
the habit of blaming others for my misfortunes. I also learned about luck from the number 
of times I survived an inspection simply because the inspecting officer didn’t look at the 
bit I knew I hadn’t done properly. More importantly, from the times things didn’t work out 
I learned that luck does not always go your way unless you intervene, hence one of my 
guiding principles: the harder I work, the luckier I seem to get. 

"I became aware that opportunities abound, but they won’t wait until you’re ready. You 
must seize them and make the most of every moment. I learned commitment, and how to see 
through to conclusion something that was easy to start but a great deal less easy to finish.

"I also came to understand my own weaknesses – there are a lot of them – and I have been 
disappointed at the futility of trying to overcome many of them. Working hard and raising a 
low standard to mediocre is not very satisfying, so I always try to build on the good bits. If I 
really need a skill that I don’t possess, teaming up with someone who does seems to work 
wonders.  

"Whenever I’m asked why I joined the RAF at such a tender age I often quip that I had nothing 
better to do at the time. Looking back, there was genuinely nothing better, although at the time 
I didn’t realise quite how good it would become." 
~ Air Marshal Sir Graham ‘Dusty’ Miller, KBE

"I also came to understand my own weaknesses – there are a lot of them – and I have been 

better to do at the time. Looking back, there was genuinely nothing better, although at the time 

schools.  
When the expansion of the RAF began in the 

mid-1930s, ex-apprentices formed about 50 
per cent of the trained strength of the service. 
With ever more people volunteering for the 
RAF, the size of Halton’s intakes ballooned. In 
August 1939 the largest ever cohort arrived, 
with 1,285 boys taking the King’s shilling. 
Throughout the war, Halton apprentices 
contributed to every major British air 
campaign, both in the air and on the ground. 

In 1941, the introduction of four-engined 
bombers brought an urgent need for an 
additional crew member: the Flight Engineer. 
His role was to assist the pilot to manage the 
complicated systems in these more advanced 
aircraft. 

Former Halton apprentices were ideally 
suited to this new challenge and volunteered 
for it in their thousands. The heavy losses 
sustained by Bomber Command are 
reflected in the 2,000 casualties listed in the 
Apprentices’ Roll of Honour in St George’s 
Church at Halton. Flight engineers accounted 
for more than 400 of these names, and of the 
five ex-apprentice flight engineers who flew in 
the Dambusters raid, only one returned.

Halton’s legacy
Halton was arguably one of the first 

aeronautical engineering colleges in the world, 

and certainly the first in 
any air force. The ‘Halton 
Apprentice’ label soon 
became synonymous 
with aeronautical 
engineering 
excellence, and their 
reputation rapidly 
gained international 
recognition. In the 
hope of emulating 
its success, the air 
forces of New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Ceylon and Rhodesia, Burma, Malaya 
and Venezuela all sent boys to Halton to train 
alongside British apprentices.

It was in the earliest days of the aircraft 
apprentice scheme that the term ‘Trenchard 
(or Halton) Brat’ came into vogue, initially as 
a term of derision used by ‘old sweats’ who 
took a rather jaundiced view of these clever 
young upstarts who were destined for rapid 
promotion.  However, as time passed and 
the ‘brats’ were able to prove their worth, it 
became a title which all ex-apprentices - even 
those who attained air rank – were proud 
to claim.

“Presumably it started as a derogatory term,” 
remembers Gerry Blacklock. “But it became a 
name implying reliability.” 

Graham Miller also saw Halton as the place 

where the seeds of who he was to become 
were first planted: “The serious business of 
Halton was to form the essential character that 
has continued to develop with experience but 
has not changed significantly in nature since 
those early days.”

Both Gerry and Graham were well served by 
their apprenticeships at Halton. Gerry finished 
his career as Group Captain Gerry Blacklock 
OBE DFC DFM, having served with distinction 
throughout WWII and retired in 1961. Graham 
Miller is well known to many as Air Marshal Sir 
Graham ‘Dusty’ Miller KBE, and among many 
other distinctions has served as President of 
the RAF Association.

Through the years, many changes were 
made to Halton’s apprenticeship scheme to 
ensure it kept abreast of advances in RAF 
engineering practice. One thing that hasn’t 
changed is the pride every Halton apprentice 
feels in having passed through its halls.  AM

Above: Sergeant Craft Apprentice Graham 
‘Dusty’ Miller, July 1969. © Sir Dusty Miller.
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T
he Mallett Student Trophy was one 
of seven categories in 2021. The 
students are judged on a portfolio 
of four images each, selected from 

their Phase Two training at the Defence 
School of Photography at RAF Cosford.  First-
placed Amelia Turnbull now works at RAF 
Waddington. She was extra happy to win 
because the judging was for 2020 and 2021 
courses: "I did media at school and college and 
liked it. I didn't expect the [RAF] course to be 
so content heavy; I thought it was just taking 
a picture, and it's really not at all. You learned 
all about lighting and different techniques, 
and you can find out what you actually like.  I 
would like to do fast jets eventually, but would 
like to go on Chinooks or Pumas first."

The eyes have it
The RAF’s specialist photographer teams can be capturing air-to-air images, videoing 
royal visits, processing aerial reconnaissance film to assist UK security forces, flying 
in rotary and transport aircraft recording airborne delivery trials, or being rapidly 
deployed worldwide to cover breaking news stories. Reflecting our theme of RAF 
training, we bring you the best of this year’s students in the RAF Photographic 
Competition, who have to be trained in every element of the photographer’s craft.

Left: First place. Senior Aircraftwoman 
Amelia Turnbull, RAF Waddington

Blue Hour The Deep at Sammy's Point, 
Kingston upon Hull - one of her four 
winning images.

And those that caught our eye from other categories

The winner of the RAF Association-sponsored Personnel Category was 
Senior Aircraftman Craig Williams with “PANDEMIC”, showing a member 
of the RAF conducting COVID-19 testing. Since December 2020 more than 
130 personnel from across the RAF have been conducting community 
COVID testing in South Derbyshire as part of Government efforts to fight 
the pandemic.

Just Hanging. This winning Section Portfolio Category shot from the 
Joint Air Delivery Test & Evaluation Unit at RAF Brize Norton shows 
Sergeant Neil Flanagan of the Parachute Test Team hanging out of 
an aircraft door just before doing a currency jump over Lake Elsinore, 
California. It was taken by Senior Aircraftwoman Kitty Barratt.

RAF Photographic Competition
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Left:  Second place. Senior 
Aircraftman Tom Barnard, RAF 
Cosford

Where to next.  One August day, WWII 
Hawker Hurricane R4118 from RAF 
Conningsby arrived at RAF Cosford. 
After looping round Cosford, the 
aircraft landed on the runway where it 
taxied before parking up in front of the 
RAF Museum and the shot was taken.

Left:  Third place. Senior Aircraftman Craig Williams, RAF Marham

Are you a fan?  RAF photographers provide vital engineering, safety 
and scenes of crime photography as well as portraiture and public 
relations shots and must learn how to depict the form and function of 
all the Royal Air Force’s equipment, including fans and turbines.

Above:  Highly Commended. Senior Aircraftman Aeris Finney, RAF 
Lossiemouth

Family Portrait  Pictured here is one of Aeris’s six photo essay images 
with the theme light and shadows. This picture is composed of five 
different images stitched together. Each of the figures in the image is a 
silhouette of a member of his family.

Griffin. First place in the Current RAF Equipment category was taken 
by Corporal “Matty” Matthews.  An RAF C-130J, flying in support of 
Operation FORTIS, conducted a nose-up break into the flying circuit 
over the runway at RAF Akrotiri after returning from Jordan.

Flying Home. Third place in the Current RAF Equipment category 
and winner of the People's Vote by Senior Aircraftman Iwan Lewis.  
The RAF Typhoon Display Team aircraft, BLACKJACK, piloted by Flight 
Lieutenant Sainty was flying over the White Cliffs of the southern 
British coastline ahead of the anniversary of the Battle of Britain.

All images © MOD/Crown.

RAF Photographic Competition

JANUARY - MARCH 2022  AIR MAIL     35



RAF Training

will be well set up pursue a career as a 
mechanical, avionics or vehicle engineering 
technician. Likewise, those who choose 
computing or catering will find themselves 
ahead of the game when applying for related 
roles within the RAF or wider defence and 
aerospace industries. 

The ADC’s unique curriculum is reflected in 
its training environment. “Our workshops are 
ideally equipped to complement the bespoke 
courses on offer,” says Dave. “They include 
cross-sections of aircraft wings and wind 
tunnels. Many of our lecturers have served in 
the RAF or the wider armed forces. This allows 
them to impart their experience of service life, 
and of the standard it expects, to our learners.” 

At Lincoln, alongside these vocational 
qualifications the programme also covers 
the main elements of the RAF Basic Recruit 
Training Course (BRTC).

“Not only does this include learning RAF 
history, service knowledge, drill, leadership, 
team building and physical training,” continues 
Dave, “but it also teaches life skills such as 
ironing, shoe polishing and bed making.”

A typical week usually comprises two-
and-a-half to three days of vocational 
training followed by two days of the BRTC 
and enrichment activities. Enrichment 
can be anything from listening to a guest 
speaker, visiting an RAF station, taking part 
in adventure training or tackling science, 
technology, engineering and maths activities 
set by the college’s industry partners. All 

G
ary Headland, a former RAF Wing 
Commander, wanted to provide 
local 16 to 19 year olds with an 
exciting, engaging, employer-led 

and career-focussed curriculum. As Chief 
Executive Officer of Lincoln College his 
ultimate aim was to prepare students for life in 
the RAF or the wider defence and aerospace 
industries – or wherever else their interests 
might take them. And, in 2016, the UK’s first 
Air & Defence College (ADC) opened its doors 
on his campus.

Others soon came on board. The RAF and 
industry partners such as Raytheon, Thales, 

Getting ahead
AAR, Northrop Grumman, Leonardo, MASS and 
Inzpire identified the benefits of such a tailored 
curriculum. Since 2016, the success of Lincoln’s 
Air & Defence College has seen Stamford and 
Peterborough colleges also join the programme. 

“Lincoln ADC’s decision to focus on 
vocational qualifications in engineering, 
catering and computing reflected those 
‘pinchpoint’ trades within the RAF where 
recruitment had proved problematic,” says 
ADC lecturer Dave Robins.

From the very beginning students are made 
aware of the career pathways of their chosen 
course. For example, those taking engineering 

Air Mail explores the role of 
the Air & Defence Colleges, 
including the unique courses 
on offer for 16 to 18 year olds, 
and how they prepare young 
learners for careers in the RAF 
and beyond.

All images: ADC students learn via a mix of 
classroom teaching, hands-on practical work, 
RAF recruit training and enrichment activities.  
All images courtesy of Lincoln College Group.
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learners at the ADC also complete the widely-
recognised Industrial Cadets Gold Award.

“The main supporter of the programme 
is the Royal Air Force,” says Dave. “The RAF 
provides enrichment opportunities which 
allow our students to experience life in the 
RAF before they transition into the workplace; 
whether that’s with RAF or the wider defence 
or aerospace sectors.”

With the RAF also allowing entry from the 
age of 16, the ADCs offer an alternative for 
those still undecided about the exact career 
path to take, or for those who simply want to 
get ahead.

“Many of our young learners have an 
aspiration to join the RAF or the wider defence 
industry,” Dave explains. “However, they may 
be unsure of exactly what they want to pursue, 
or may just need additional preparation. Some 
parents are also reluctant to consent to an RAF 
application for their 16-year-old. 

"The ADC offers a bespoke and enriched 
curriculum which means that their young 
person can remain focused upon a career, 
while gaining the skills to aid them to 
successfully transition to life in the RAF 
or elsewhere.”

One enthusiastic champion of the ADCs is 
Senior Aircraftman Abigail Britt-Wood. As a 
graduate-turned-ambassador of the Lincoln 
ADC, Abigail is an Association member and 
RAF Medic. She is keenly aware of the unique 
benefits its curriculum offers. 

“I owe the success of my career to the Air 
& Defence College,” she says. “They invested 
so much time and effort into my training, 
and made sure I was well equipped and fully 
prepared not only for the start of my RAF career, 
but for the whole of it. As an RAF Medic, I’ve 
been able to develop and apply the valuable 
skills I received at the ADC every single day.”

Those teaching at the ADC also have 
a keen appreciation of the wider effects 
the programme has on its learners. “We 
generally see a huge change in the maturity 
of our students,” says Dave Robins. “Their 
physical performances improve, as does their 
confidence in themselves and in their abilities. 
And we often see marked development in 
their public speaking and punctuality.”  

Present statistics show that one in five 
ADC graduates enter the RAF, and closer 
to one in four move on to related industry 
apprenticeships. Many learners also move on 
to Higher Education pathways.

“The ADC helped me to feel that I was always 
one step ahead in basic training,” remarks 
Abigail. “I didn’t feel lost, or like I was thrown 
in at the deep end. Basic training was the most 
intense, intimidating experience I have ever 
undergone. But thanks to the ADC, I had never 
felt more prepared for anything in my life.”  AM
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knowing when I was going to see my family, 
girlfriend and friends again. Being able to 
video call them was a massive help.

What did you learn during phase two training 
with the Regiment at RAF Honington?
Piper: How to be an Air Force Protection Close 
Combat Specialist that can adapt to anything 
the RAF requires. Phase two ranges through 
a lot of intricate topics, but teamwork is one 
of the major things I learned – you won’t win 
alone on the battlefield.
Coles: We learned much more about the rifle 
and pistol, and covered close quarter battle, 
fieldcraft, working in the complex air ground 
environment, section and flight battle drills.
Fellows: How to read maps, how to fight 
around aircraft, and what to do when engaged 
by the enemy.
Nunn: We also learned about different 
aircraft and how we protect them in every 
environment around the world.

How were the two training phases different?
Fellows: It was a massive leap, two different 
worlds. The Regiment is a completely different 
environment. Phase two was more intense 
due to the nature of ground close combat 
training, but if we want to be able to work 
in harsh environments we have to be put 
into uncomfortable situations. A corporal 
once told me “Get comfortable with being 
uncomfortable” and it’s stuck with me 
ever since.

What were you doing before joining the RAF?
Leading Aircraftman Piper: I was in the 
hospitality industry, in local restaurants in 
Cornwall.
Leading Aircraftman Bartell-Ramirez: 
Property manager, then I spent a year 
travelling around New Zealand.
Leading Aircraftman Coles: I worked as a site 
technician, testing construction materials in 
the laboratory and during on-site visits.
Leading Aircraftman Fellows: I was in 
training for the Royal Marines. I completed 
30 of the 32 weeks but had to leave due 
to injuries.
Leading Aircraftman Nunn: I was a student.

Get  
comfortable 
with being 
uncomfortable

Was basic phase one training at RAF Halton a 
shock to the system, or had you prepared for 
it beforehand?
Piper: I found the phase one training fairly 
straightforward; it was mainly a case of doing 
what you’re told to the best of your ability. The 
only real shock was the morning wakeup times 
which I wasn’t used to. 
Coles: In terms of long hours and adapting to 
military lifestyle it was a shock, but I prepared 
well for the fitness and made sure I was up to a 
good standard.
Fellows: Having previously come out of 
another military training establishment. I 
knew how it felt leaving home and not really 

In September 2021 the RAF Regiment’s Salalah 
Flight graduated from RAF Honington after 20 
grueling weeks of training. Air Mail talks to five of 
the flight’s prize-winning graduates.

All images: RAF Regiment trainees in action 
during phase two training. © MOD/Crown.
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Bartell-Ramirez: It’s a lot more intense due 
to the nature of what you’re trying to achieve. 
You’re constantly being tested, spending 
weeks in a field environment learning how to 
live, fight and administer yourself.
Coles: We had to take on a lot of knowledge 
in a short amount of time. The training was 
much more field and weapons-based, and 
the discipline was to a much higher standard 
compared to phase one.
Nunn: Straightaway it was harder. There was 
a higher fitness standard required for tabbing 
and moving with weight. We needed to learn a 
whole different set of skills on how to operate 
in different environments.
Piper: You learn a lot about the history of the 
RAF Regiment; what it’s been committed to 
in the past as well as where it’s going in the 
future. Having battle honours as flight names 
also gives you a sense of pride in your unit.

What did you enjoy the most about your 
training at Honington?
Piper: The range days, especially the live 
firing ranges towards the end of course. This 
is because it requires you to demonstrate all 
the knowledge your flight staff have taught 
you, and prove that you can perform safely 
and efficiently.
Fellows: Range days. Especially how to do a 
‘miss drill’; when your rounds aren’t hitting 
the target you must aim off, and then make 
necessary adjustments.
Bartell-Ramirez: The range. Shooting weapons 
is a big part of life as a Regiment Gunner and it’s 
not an experience I could find as a civilian.

Coles: Live field firing, putting everything 
we’ve learnt over the past 18 weeks into 
practice on a live range.
Nunn: I found that close quarter battle was 
most enjoyable, learning how to clear a 
building room by room using ‘simunition’ – or 
paint cartridge – rounds.

What was the most difficult part of training 
at Honington?
Bartell-Ramirez: Probably just the constant 
‘on edge’ feeling. You never really knew what 
was coming next during training scenarios, 
and the instructors made sure we were always 
on our toes.
Piper: Definitely the uncertainty of what was 
going to happen next. But after experiencing 
this, I believe we’ll react to similar situations in 
future in a calmer and more collected manner.
Fellows: There was a lot of information at the 
beginning of the course, which I sometimes 
struggled to take in, but when we got 
towards the end it all came together for the 
final exercise.
Nunn: I found the most difficult part was 
being sleep deprived on exercise and still 
having to function; as a well-trained gunner 
it’s a skill you need.

How has all the training you’ve undergone so 
far changed you as a person?
Piper: It’s changed how I work and act, and 
I’m more diligent when doing a job. No matter 
how small it is, I’ll do it to the best of my ability. 
Nunn: It’s made me more confident and a 
better team player. My fitness and overall 
discipline has also improved. 
Fellows: It’s given me the drive and ambition 

to do as much as I can with my career.
Coles: I’m more productive now, especially 
when time is limited. I’m also more confident 
and better able to think under pressure.
Bartell-Ramirez: It’s made me even more 
focused on achieving goals that I set for 
myself. I always feel proud to tell people 
what I do for a career and that I’m in the RAF 
Regiment.”  AM

Taking home the prize

Leading Aircraftman Fellows won the 
Frank Sylvester Trophy for being the 
course’s best all-round trainee gunner.

Leading Aircraftman Bartell-Ramirez won 
the RAF Regiment Association Trophy 
for Drill and Deportment for excellent 
military deportment both on and off 
duty.

Leading Aircraftman Coles won the 
WO Ramsey Physical Development 
Cup for greatest improvement during the 
physical development course.

Leading Aircraftman Nunn won the
LAC Beard Recruits’ Trophy for the 
Gunner voted by their course peers as 
the most inspirational and supportive 
member of the flight.

Leading Aircraftman Piper won the 
SAC Luders Champion Shot Trophy for 
shooting well throughout the course and 
showing consistent military awareness.
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P
rior to the Second World War the British 
Army held primary responsibility for 
airfield defence. Once the war began 
however, troops were desperately 

needed according to Army priorities – not those 
of the RAF – and few Army commanders had 
the manpower to spare. 

For the first three years of the war the 
defence of airstrips was the responsibility of 
station and squadron defence flights of the 
RAF Ground Defence Branch. 

These operated very much independently 
of other flying squadron defence flights, 
and while they conducted patrols around 
their own aircraft, there was little tactical 

Through  
adversity

Above: Men of the RAF Regiment clear an obstacle 
of bamboo poles while taking part in a course on 
jungle warfare in Burma. © IWM CF 211

coordination with other flights or even with 
station personnel on the same airfields.

“I thought I would make a pretty good air 
gunner,” remembers Leading Aircraftman Colin 
Kirby. “The officer at the intake base laughed 
in my face and said he would put me down for 
‘Ground Defence’. 

"All over the camp there were well-educated 
chaps and skilled tradesmen walking around 
with puzzled expressions ‘What is this Ground 
Defence?’.” 

Many of those who had dreamed of becoming 
pilots or aircrew, but who had instead found 
themselves in the unglamorous position of 
defending airfields, decided to seek a transfer.

On the up
As had been demonstrated in France in 
1940 and again in Greece and Crete in 1941, 
control of the air had become a vital factor in 
battlefield domination. Consequently, airfields 
had become important targets for enemy air 
forces and parachute troops. All too frequently 
RAF aircraft were being destroyed on the 
ground by enemy fighter sweeps and, with the 
successful invasion of Crete and the capture 
of key airfields by German paratroopers, it was 

To mark the 80th anniversary 
of the founding of the RAF 
Regiment, Nigel Warwick, 
author and Corps Historian 
of the RAF Regiment, looks 
at why the Regiment was so 
desperately needed during 
WWII, and how its personnel 
in the Far East were trained 
to carry out their unique and 
specialist role.
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finally determined that a dedicated Aerodrome 
Defence Corps within the RAF was required. 

To fill this need, the RAF Regiment came 
into existence in the United Kingdom on 1 
February 1942, with its manpower drawn 
from the old Ground Defence Branch of 
the RAF. Its personnel were to be trained to 
provide close defence of RAF assets against 
air and ground attack as well as offering an 
offensive capability.

The story of the RAF Regiment in India and 
the Burma campaign begins in May 1942, when 
Air Headquarters informed the Air Ministry 
that additional defence flights would 
be needed by early 1943, and 
moreover, that there were a 
limited number of anti-aircraft 
(AA) machine-guns available 
for airfield defence. 

The RAF Director of 
Ground Defence at the Air 
Ministry arrived in India 
in June 1942 to assess the 
situation. His report stated 
that ground defence in the 
Far East was undermanned and 
organised in a haphazard manner, with 
training of defence personnel virtually non-
existent, and discipline in some cases sadly 
lacking  

All of Burma had fallen into Japanese hands 
only the previous month – May 1942 – and 
with only a few flying squadrons available, 
the outcome of the air war had never been in 
doubt. The ground defence of airfields in Burma 
in 1942 was also in a parlous state.

While based at the airfield at Magwe, the 

RAF was attacked several times over forty-
eight hours by large groups of Japanese 
aircraft. As the early warning system was 
extremely primitive and unreliable the raid 
caught most of the aircraft on the ground. No 
satisfactory AA barrage could be put up in 
response, and a large part of the RAF’s fighter 
and bomber force in Burma was destroyed in a 
very short time. 

Only a few days after the raid, the newly 
appointed commander of Burma Corps, 
General William ‘Bill’ Slim, flew into Magwe 

airfield. Arriving around sunset, Slim’s 
Lysander circled the airfield waiting 

in vain for a signal to land. 
With no activity in sight, he 

instructed his pilot to land 
anyway, only to find Magwe 
deserted. Strolling freely 
among the only remaining 
RAF fighter aircraft in 
Burma he noticed a Burma 

Rifles truck which happened 
to be passing on a nearby 

road. Slim hitched a lift to the 

RAF Wing HQ in Magwe town. 
There, he found everyone in 
good spirits. Slim suggested 
that it was “a bit rash to leave so 
many aeroplanes on a deserted 
airfield in the midst of a not too 
reliable population”, but was told 
that safety of the aircraft was 
the Army’s business. 

Indeed, the Army still did hold 
prime responsibility for airfield 
defence in the Far East, though 
many of the Army troops 
allocated for airfield defence 
were not of the highest calibre. 
No provision had been made 
for airfield defence specialists 

Through
adversity

trained to oppose an attack on the ground by 
high-grade enemy troops. Furthermore, as in 
other theatres, these troops were liable to be 
called away in times of crisis. Due to a lack of 
resources, the RAF itself could only assume the 
defence of its airfields with a few light machine-
guns against low-flying aircraft.

Following the critical report of the Director of 
Ground Defence, Air Headquarters India took 
decisive action to improve the training, morale 
and effectiveness of the Regiment in India. 
Wing Commander J H Harris was appointed 
Command Defence Officer (CDO) and arrived 
in Delhi in December 1942.

After a tour of inspection, Harris reported 
that most defence flights were badly equipped 
and in most places the men were being used 

as general “dogsbodies” and were “eating their 
heads off” in misemployment. In consequence, 
Harris drew together the 4,500 RAF ground 
defence personnel, scattered in disparate 
groups across the sub-continent, and arranged 
for them to be sent to a central training school. 
This would ensure consistent and higher 
standards of training for anti-aircraft and 
ground defence of airfields.

Moulding the Regiment
No 1 RAF Regiment Training School opened 

at Begampet near Secunderabad, India, in 
October 1942. Secunderabad was a garrison 
town and the area surrounding it was ideal 
for training, with very similar terrain to 
central Burma.

“Calling us 
a Regiment 

would 
be fine”

Below: Two men of the RAF Regiment take a 
break from manning a Browning Light Machine-
Gun; the heaviest weapon the Regiment 
possessed until the arrival of Hispano 20-mm 
cannon in mid-1944. © Crown/Air Historical Branch. 
Bottom Left: RAF Regiment personnel use ropes to 
climb a wall as part of the jungle warfare course 
© Crown/Air Historical Branch.

JANUARY - MARCH 2022  AIR MAIL     41



RAF Training

A three-week course was designed for blocks 
of ninety airmen with a capacity for three 
concurrent courses, or 270 airmen. The course 
provided instruction in the organisation, 
tactics and skills required for ground defence. 

In keeping with any new venture of this 
kind, none of the necessary forms, manuals, 
weapons, transport or furniture was available. 
Nor was any time allowed for settling in, as the 
first airmen arrived almost immediately. 

The welfare of many of the arriving airmen 
had also not been looked after, and morale 
was poor. Some were not even aware of why 
they had been sent to Secunderabad or of the 
formation of the RAF Regiment of which they 
were now a part.

Les Jewitt entered ground defence early in the 
war and had arrived in India during 1942. He 
remembers that there was a common feeling 
that the rankers had been sent to Ground 
Defence against their 

better judgment, most having been duped into 
defence flights after completing basic training. 
However, as one of the first airmen to be sent 
to the training school he soon came to realise 
that things were looking up for those in the RAF 
Regiment in India: 

“The accommodation was 
immaculate throughout… 
greatly superior to anything 
I had so far found anywhere 
in India, and this seemed to 
presage well for the future 
of a newly-formed Corps 
which had aspirations of 
becoming an elite unit… 
The overall message that 
seemed to come through to 
all there for training was: raise 
your performance NOW and raise it to 
undreamt of heights!”

The course was made up of sessions of 

weapons training, field craft and field works 
instruction, and anti-gas and artillery classes. 
Night operations were also carried out three 
times a week. By November 1942 it had been 
decided that the month-long course was 

inadequate, and the first six-week 
course was started. The RAF 

Regiment airmen had to learn 
all the skills in defence and 

attack of airfields, radar 
and radio installations. 
By early 1943, additional 
exercises were being 
carried out in field signals, 

use of cover, machine-gun 
tactics, the individual and 

section stalk, sentry duty and 
fighting patrols.

John Buckman had trained as an 
RAF Regiment officer in the United Kingdom. 
He remembers the training and route marches 

Above: Airmen of an AA flight at bayonet practice 
at an airstrip on the Bengal coast, January 1944. 
© Crown/Air Historical Branch. Left: Airmen of the newly 
formed squadron and AA flights crawl under 
barbed-wire while attempting the assault course 
at the RAF Regiment Depot Secunderabad, July 
1943. © Crown/Air Historical Branch.

at Secunderabad and the high standards now 
expected of the airmen: 

“We were put through rigorous training, 
including assault courses and up to 20 miles 
of rough rock walking in temperatures of 100 
degrees Fahrenheit plus. After these gruelling 
marches, there were understandably a number 
who did not finish the course. In all, I consider 
that the training was more rigorous than 
Officer Cadet Training Unit training with the 
Brigade of Guards.”

Colin Kirby, then with a Squadron Defence 
Flight at Koggala in Ceylon (now Sri Lanka), 
began to hear news filtering through of the 
training depot at Secunderabad. Men started 
to be posted there in fours or fives, then an 
RAF Regiment AA flight arrived from there to 
take over some of the area defence.  

“We admired their bush hats and puttees,” 
recalls Colin. “I received the call to go to the 
depot with five others. By this time everybody 
had forgotten about wanting to be anything 
but part of RAF Ground Defence. Calling us a 
Regiment would be fine.”

Soon after reaching Secunderabad however, 
Colin and his comrades were experiencing the 
tough new training regime:

“We went on long route marches, 
manoeuvres, rock climbing and swinging 
about and down the escarpments on ropes 
with kit and weapons. The country around 
the Depot was rough, undulating plain with 
high, rocky outcrops. I remember one day 

“tougher 
than anything 
the Army had”
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particularly well. We were out at first light 
and on the go all day marching, counter-
marching, ambushing imaginary enemies, 
being ambushed in turn, all with full packs 
and minimum rations in torrid heat. [We were] 
climbing [and] firing weapons until we set 
off back to the depot. By this time we could 
hardly put one foot before the other, eyes 
glazed, faces caked with sweat. 

“We looked like a scene from a melodramatic 
French Foreign Legion film and, as someone 
had the strength to mutter, he wished he had 
joined the Legion. Back to our bashas at last, 
collapse onto bunk… unable to move for a few 
hours. The next day back on parade, back on 
exercises. Relentless. Some men by this time 
were falling out and were posted away, others 
suffered with horrendous skin complaints… 

Some days we had to run miles with full packs 
and finish firing ten rounds rapid at a distant 
target with our Lee-Enfield rifle. Hands shaking, 
sweat stinging and filling our eyes”.

The assault course at Secunderabad was 
both feared and revered, and was reputed to 
be the most exacting in India. This was proudly 
trumpeted by senior RAF officers at the time. 

To demonstrate the toughness of the new 
RAF Regiment, airmen would be sent through 
the course under the observation of senior 
Army and RAF officers. The Army officers who 
came to watch considered it tougher than 
anything the Army had and, moreover, unfair to 
ask men to attempt it. 

The airmen would begin by crawling under 

a net 18 inches off the ground, 
then vault a three foot high 
wall, move up to a seven-
foot-six-inch high ramp, 
jump off with a front 
roll and climb over a 
further four foot high 
wall. Then they would 
wade through a water 
tank and climb another 
wall, this time over 
ten foot high, jump 
off with another 
front roll, double 50 
yards, crawl under a 
car ramp, double another 
70 yards and vault over barbed wire 
entanglements to five square holes, varying 

in depth and spaced at yard-and-
a-half intervals. At each hole the 

men made a point with the 
bayonet at a dummy then 

dived under another net, 
ran through a long and 
winding trench filled with 
barbed wire and smoke, 
crossed a 15-foot plank and 
grabbed on to a rope from 

which they swung 10 feet 
over wire to represent 
swinging over a chasm. 

They then went on to a 
steel rope along which they 

moved hand over hand, on to 
another rope, also hand-over-hand, doubled 

200 yards and then completed six bayonet 
thrusts at dummies.

Les Jewitt remembers the course well:
“The two outstanding features of the assault 

course, so far as I was concerned, were, (a) the 
smoke-filled trench, several feet deep, filled 
to waist height with muddy water and barbed 
wire entanglements both above and below 
water level (it would have been easy to get 
trapped below water in one of the deep holes 
criss-crossed at angles with trip wires), and, (b) 
the wall… eight feet or perhaps ten… It was a 
nightmare to scale after having traversed the 
other obstacles”.

A Battle Inoculation or ‘Blitz’ Course with live 
firing was set up later. It was approximately 
2,000 yards in length and the airmen were 
expected to move at the double all the time. 
The course culminated in a swim in full 
equipment through an 80-yard long tank. 
Bakelite grenades were tossed about and 
machine-guns fired live rounds on fixed lines 
at selected locations on the course.

Top right: RAF Regiment Crest. © MOD/Crown. 
Above: Airmen of the RAF Regiment swim with 
full kit across a tank forming part of the Battle 
Inoculation Course at the RAF Regiment Depot 
Secunderabad, July 1943. © Crown/Air Historical 
Branch. Right: RAF Regiment personnel cross a 
makeshift bridge as part of the jungle warfare 
course. © Crown/Air Historical Branch.

a net 18 inches off the ground, 
then vault a three foot high 
wall, move up to a seven-

car ramp, double another 

in depth and spaced at yard-and-
a-half intervals. At each hole the 

men made a point with the 
bayonet at a dummy then 

dived under another net, 
ran through a long and 
winding trench filled with 
barbed wire and smoke, 
crossed a 15-foot plank and 
grabbed on to a rope from 

steel rope along which they 
moved hand over hand, on to 
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The hard-core of defence
In early 1943, the gap between the number 
of airmen required and the number available 
was untenably large. In the UK requests were 
already being made of the Air Ministry to cut 
numbers in the RAF Regiment in all theatres 
of operations. After much discussion, it was 
concluded that the Army would still be 
required to provide general and local airfield 
defence, assisted by the RAF. 

However, RAF Regiment units were to be 
allocated firstly to those airfields accessible 
to Japanese ground forces, and then based 
on importance and location. RAF Station 
personnel were to provide the bulk of 
resistance, with the RAF Regiment – where 
provided – forming the hard-core of 
defence. They were to have particular roles 
in the provision of light anti-aircraft (LAA) 
defence, dealing with pockets of the enemy 
threatening RAF airfields and other assets and 
leading counter-attacks.

To implement the change to properly 
trained and equipped RAF Regiment units, the 
training school at Secunderabad was moved 
in March 1943, to a new and larger site a mile 
or so to the west of the old one. The number of 
staff also increased.

With the move, the assault and battle 
inoculation courses had to be created anew. 
As part of a task force charged with the 
construction of the new assault course, Les 
Jewitt remembers the glee he felt in having “the 
opportunity of showing folks what an assault 
course ought to be like… we gave pretty free 
rein to our imagination in this respect, finally 
coming up with a course from which a number 
of obstacles were deleted before anyone even 
had the chance to try them! That still left one 
awesome course, though”.

The new battle inoculation course simulated 

the complete field squadron 
in attack, and was designed 
to expose the airmen to 
nearby explosions and the firing 
of live rounds over their heads. Using 
machine-guns firing on fixed lines and gun 
cotton explosives set at intervals along the 
route, the course was by no means safe 
and casualties often occurred; even among 
the instructors.

More changes were still to come, but in just 
over ten months the RAF Regiment in India was 
transformed from a group of disparate flights of 
varying quality, experience and capability into 
a uniform and highly trained specialist Corps. 
Six Field Squadrons and sixty-two AA Flights 
had been formed and trained, and were to play 
an important role in the crucial battles for the 
defence of India in the Arakan and at Imphal. 

However, it was the battle for Meiktila 
that arguably proved the worth of the RAF 
Regiment’s tough training methods. A vital 
centre of Japanese supply and administration, 
Meiktila was captured in early March 1945 
after a daring surprise attack by elements of 
General Slim’s Fourteenth Army. In an attempt 
to retake the town, Japanese units lay siege to 
Meiktila, forcing the Allies to resupply it by air. 

The Japanese fully understood the need 
to recapture Meiktila and its airfield, and the 
Allied troops and airmen knew that it was 
surrounded and would soon be counter-
attacked by numerically superior forces. With 
a limited number of troops the ground could 
not be covered completely, and the defence 
was therefore concentrated into six ‘boxes’ 
located at various points around the town.

To protect the now vital airfield, squadrons 
of the RAF Regiment were flown in and took 
their place alongside other British, Indian 
and Gurkha units inside a 900 yards square 

Nigel Warwick is author of Constant 
Vigilance: The RAF Regiment in the Burma 
Campaign, published by Pen & Sword. 

Members 
can receive a 
20% discount 
on this title 
by visiting 
rafa.org.uk/
vigilance and 
using the code 
RAFA20 (valid 
until 31 March 
2022).

“casualties 
often occurred, 

even among 
instructors”

defensive box which overlooked the airfield. 
A routine soon emerged. Every morning the 
airstrips had to be forcibly cleared of Japanese 
troops and booby traps, every day the 
perimeter was patrolled to maintain security, 
and every night the forces defending the 
airfield returned to the box to prepare for the 
inevitable Japanese night attacks.

Over three weeks of strain and tension the 
Japanese came close to completely denying 

use of the airfield, but they were beaten back 
on each occasion by the dogged 

defenders. The successful defence 
of Meiktila was a significant 

milestone in the reconquest 
of Burma, and one of the 
RAF Regiment’s greatest 
and proudest battle 
honours. 

By the fall of Rangoon 
on 3 May 1945, there were 

fourteen field squadrons, nine 
LAA squadrons and eight Wing 

HQs in the field. The critical role 
of the RAF Regiment in the successful 

conclusion of the Burma campaign was 
eloquently described by Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Keith Park, Allied Air Commander-in-Chief of Air 
Command South East Asia, who said:

“…as the army units advanced, it frequently 
proved impossible, despite the presence of 
enemy troops lurking in the neighbourhood, 
to leave garrisons behind to protect the 
airfields they had overrun. The defence of the 
latter thus fell to the squadrons of the RAF 
Regiment. On their shoulders there thus rested 
the defence of the army lifeline”.

The training these men had undergone, 
coupled with their own bravery, tenacity, and 
strong sense of esprit de corps, had played a 
vital part in ensuring the ultimate success of 
the entire Burma campaign. AM

Left: A dawn attack by airmen of 1307 Wing RAF 
Regiment; a common feature of the siege of 
Meiktila. The painting was commissioned to mark 
the RAF Regiment’s fiftieth anniversary in 1992. 
Painting by Michael Turner, © RAF Regiment Fund. 
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Alresford and District
In September the branch was invited by a Tesco Extra store to collect for 
the Wings Appeal. Over £900 was collected over the course of two days, 
with the branch sending a thank-you to the store’s fundraising manager 
for providing the opportunity.

Aphrodite Branch
The Wings Appeal was a huge success this year, due in no small part to the 
efforts of Associate member Billie Poole. The collection was conducted 
within the confines of RAF Akrotiri, where Billie’s keenness, enthusiasm and 
attention to detail contributed greatly towards the more than €1,250 raised.

Armourers’ Branch
The branch prepared welfare boxes for Armourers on operations 
around the world over Christmas, to show solidarity with those serving 
away from their families. With many branch members having served 
away from home over the festive period, the difference a package from 
home can make to a Christmas away from family is well appreciated. 
The boxes would not have been possible without the generous 
donations the Armourer family made to the branch throughout 2021.

Banbury Branch
97-year-old D-Day veteran and branch member Ken Handley was 
awarded the Dutch Liberators Medal by a representative of the 
Government of the Netherlands for his part in the liberation of 
their people in WWII. A Battle of Britain sunset ceremony was well 
attended by the branch, with £178 raised. In addition, the branch 
had an all-day presence at a shopping centre on the Saturday before 
Battle of Britain Sunday, where £654 was raised. Branch members 
also attended the town’s annual Battle of Britain service. Successful 
Oktoberfest and Halloween functions were held during the last 
quarter, which helped increase branch membership by 18.

Barnstaple and North Devon Branch
The branch arranged a successful Wings Appeal collection at Barnstaple 
Railway Station, with further collections at this site planned. The committee 
are meeting face-to-face once again at ‘The Plough’ in Bickington, where 
Jerry the landlord is himself an Association member. Branch newsletters 
are continually being sent to members who have an email address, and the 
branch also celebrated its 65th anniversary in November.

Barry Branch
In September the branch was able to hold its annual Battle of Britain 
service, and was supported by local dignitaries including Lord 
Lieutenant of South Glamorgan Morfudd Meredith, Welsh Assembly 
Member Jane Hutt and Alun Cairns MP, as well as officers from RAF St 
Athan and 2300 (St Athan) and 372 (Barry) Squadrons RAF Air Cadets.

Beccles and Southwold Area Branch
The branch’s first outdoor Wings Appeal collection of 2021 took 
place in September, where more than £400 was raised. Further 
collections were made at local stores. On Battle of Britain Sunday 
the branch paraded at St. Benet's Minster in Beccles for their annual 
commemorative service and parade, hosted by the branch’s padre 
Reverend Father Martin Gowman OSB among others. Representing 
the RAF was Wing Commander Kim Balshaw, who delivered the 
address and exhortation. Many civic guests and veterans’ associations 
were also in attendance.

Bedford Branch
Members have enjoyed a Battle of Britain lunch, plus a ‘Berni’ lunch 
night since reopening. The branch was also able to once again 
begin hosting the monthly Armed Forces & Veterans Breakfast Club. 
An Oktoberfest was also organised, with many making generous 
contributions of time and money which made it a great success.

Bodmin Branch
The branch held its annual tribute to all air personnel lost at sea with 
no known grave in September. The ceremony was inherited by the 
branch in 1982 when the RAF Marine Sections were disbanded. This 
year’s event was staged at Padstow Quay as the branch was unable 
to hire a boat, but after some negotiation with the local lifeboat 
they agreed to come alongside the quay and take the tributes out to 
sea. Branch members would like this tradition to continue into the 
future, and are keen for any other branches with a coastal connection 
interested in taking it on to come forwards. (Please see this issue’s 
Notices section).

Bognor Regis Branch
Following the completion of the building works, funded by the Armed 
Forces Covenant Fund Trust, the branch has been able to permanently 

Sud-Ouest Branch. Marcel Berthome is second left.
© Jérémy Zabarte, Armée de l'Air et de l'Espace. Banbury Branch

Newcastle and Gateshead 
Branch. © Alan Proudlock
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hang the tapestry marking its 75th anniversary. The tapestry was created 
by the branch’s sewing group, which comprises Carol Penny, Carol Spain, 
Hilly Ayton, Jacqueline Morris, Sue Carpenter, Elaine Zacal and Pam 
Williams. It now hangs in a place of honour with the WWII RAF squadron 
shields and beside the names of past branch presidents and chairmen; a 
number of whom served with distinction during that war and since.

Boston Branch
October saw Flight Lieutenant Tom Shaw, Officer Commanding 
141(Boston) Squadron RAF Air Cadets, hand the branch an £80 donation 
from Cadet Dija Zubanova as part of her sponsored participation in this 
year’s Challenge 80 activity, celebrating eighty years of the Air Cadets. 
“Dija has been a hardworking and enthusiastic cadet who we hope has 
gained much from her time with us,” said Flight Lieutenant Shaw. “She 
has now moved on to higher education, and we thank her and wish her 
well.” The donation will help the branch in its vital welfare work.

Bridport and Lyme Regis Branch
Lyme Morris Dancers continue to support the Association, and in 
August staged a dance in Bridport’s Bucky Doo square to raise funds 
for the Association. In their unique white and green livery and iconic 
top hats they performed a variety of high energy stick dances to 
musical accompaniment.

Burtonwood and Warrington Branch
For the first time in over six years the Battle of Britain was observed 
in St Helens, when branch members and local veterans paraded to 
the church in the town centre. A service of commemoration and 
remembrance was held, after which the mayor of St Helens took 
the salute. All participants were then invited to a free buffet kindly 
provided by the landlord of the establishment the branch uses for 
meetings. 

Caduceus Branch
Representing the medical profession, both regular and reserve, the 
branch were again present at the Cenotaph in London. Professor 
Andrew Hartle, current Consultant Anaesthetist for Tri-Services, was the 
branch’s wreath carrier. Christmas boxes for those serving overseas were 
also organised, which included Christmas cards from veterans and RAF 
Air Cadet squadrons as part of the welfare packages.

Carrickfergus Branch
The RAF Association in Northern Ireland, together with the Carrickfergus 
Branch, held its annual act of remembrance in September, with the 
Lord Lieutenant of County Antrim, Mid and East Antrim Mayor and 
Air Marshal Sean Reynolds - Air Officer Norther Ireland – as its three 
principal guests. In addition to remembering those involved in the Battle 
of Britain, the branch also celebrated its 75th anniversary. After the 
service, a WWII Spitfire performed a flypast. 

Cranwell Branch
The branch has been having twice-monthly meals in a Sleaford 
restaurant, including a major Christmas meal. Without the RAF Air 
Cadets, and unable to collect in the supermarkets, the Saturday 
collection during Wings Week was limited to street collecting with 
some support from RAF Cranwell personnel. However, it was pleasingly 
successful nonetheless. Conventional committee meetings have 
resumed, and regular contact made with members via email and 
telephone. As Air Mail went to press, the branch was also hoping to 
benefit from a collection in the local Tesco store on 27 December.

Fareham Branch
In August the branch staged a picnic in the park, greeting old friends 
and welcoming two new members. That same month saw the branch 
run stalls in aid of the Wings Appeal at the annual Stubbington Fayre, 
where over £250 was raised. The anniversary of the Battle of Britain was 
also celebrated in September with 1940s style music and dancing. Many 
attendees wore imaginative period costume and the event raised more 
than £500 for the Wings Appeal. In October, branch member Pamela 
Rackliff – former WAAF and WRAF – also unveiled the WRAF Memorial at 
the National Memorial Arboretum.

Great Yarmouth and District Branch
Battle of Britain Sunday was remembered by a large congregation in 
Great Yarmouth Minster. The standards of the local RAF Association 
branches were on parade, alongside numerous others. The service was 
led by the Reverend Jemma Sanders-Heys, with the Reverend Glen 
Brookes giving the address. Father Brooks had served for ten years in the 
RAF before becoming a Minister. Prayers and intercessions were taken 
by the secretary of the branch. The centrepiece in the Minster was a 
floral display by Jane Webb depicting the battle, which included a model 
Spitfire built by Association member George Medlar.

Newcastle and Gateshead 
Branch. © Alan Proudlock Great Yarmouth Branch
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Huddersfield Branch
In August, Welfare Officer Anne Mellor was able to organise a garden 
meeting between the branch’s 99-year-old Life Vice President Frank 
Smith and 95-year-old Wellington Air Gunner Gordon Cottrill. Anne 
also ensured that many members were able to attend their vaccination 
appointments during the pandemic. Over summer the branch had 
numerous stalls at fundraising events, including at Huddersfield Open 
Market, which raised over £200.

Huyton with Roby and Liverpool Branch
The Lord Mayor of Liverpool launched this year’s branch Wings 
Appeal from Liverpool Town Hall. On one day in September alone, 
committee members Phil Southern and Deryk Stanton went 
out collecting and returned with a total of nearly £950. Other 
contributors have been The Common – a restaurant in Huyton – 
which displayed a Wings Appeal poster and a collection tin to their 
customers, and old friends of the branch Peggy and Ken who collect 
on behalf of the Wings Appeal each year. In 2021 the branch’s Wings 
Appeal total was just over £10,000.

Isle of Wight Branch
The branch held a fundraising stall in aid of the Wings Appeal at St Mary's 
Church in Cowes in August, by kind permission of the Vicar, Branch Padre 
– and former Squadron Leader – Andrew Poppe. Donations, plus the sale 
of ducks, teddy bears, pens and aircraft badges raised £258.

King’s Lynn and District Branch
For VJ Day in 2021 the branch organised a service of commemoration 
in the town’s Tower Gardens. The service was attended by the mayor 
and mayoress of the borough together with Group Captain Phil Marr, 
Station Commander at RAF Marham and other leading members of the 
civic community. A number of family members of those who had served 
during the war in the Far East were also in attendance and wreaths were 
laid at the Burma Star Memorial.

Mansfield and District Branch
Several members recently took a day trip to the National Memorial 
Arboretum where the land train proved very popular. Members 
also helped out with the first Wings Appeal collection held since 
lockdown started.

Mid-Somerset Branch
In September the branch commemorated the Battle of Britain during 
a service and wreath-laying ceremony in Wells. The event was well 
supported by branch members and friends, including those from 
the Royal British Legion and the Royal Naval Association. Local civic 
dignitaries were led by representatives of the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Somerset and the County High Sheriff. RAF Air Cadets from 1955 (City 
of Wells) and 1182 (Shepton Mallet) Squadrons also paraded the branch 
standard and their squadron banners. The wreath-laying at the church 
war memorial was dignified by the playing of Reveille and the Last Post.

Moray Branch
The branch managed two street collections in 2021, a stall at the 
Lossiemouth Sea Festival and a speedily-organised collection in Tesco 
Elgin after COVID-19 restrictions were lifted. Further Wings Appeal funds 
were raised from a static donations box in a locally-owned DIY centre. 

Newcastle and Gateshead Branch
To celebrate his 100th birthday, branch members held a surprise 
celebration for RAF veteran Bill Atkinson. Bill enlisted as a RAF gunner 
in 1938 and transferred to the RAF Regiment when it was formed in 
1941. He saw active service during WWII in France, Belgium, Holland, 
Germany and, after the war, served in Palestine before demob in 1947. 
Bill’s family were present at the ceremony along with standard bearers, 
veterans, civic dignitaries and servicemen from RAF Boulmer. A service 
of remembrance was also held by the branch to commemorate the 
Battle of Britain.

North Walsham Branch
A stall at the weekly market was obtained for the Wings Appeal, 
which collected nearly £300. With support from RAFATRAD there was 
a selection of goods on offer and the branch was very pleased with 
the response from the public, with many just wishing to donate. More 
pleasing was the return to something close to normality, and the chance 
for the branch to raise awareness of the Association locally by once 
again being active within the community.

Newcastle-under-Lyme Branch
National Presidential Certificate winner Jim Goodfellow was presented 
with a cut glass tankard engraved with the words ‘Jim Goodfellow, 

York Branch.
Northampton and District Branch Bodmin Branch
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a lifetime of service to RAFA family’ by his branch in celebration of 
his award. (Ed. See Air Mail Oct-Dec 2021 issue for more on the NPC 
award winners).

Northampton and District Branch
The branch recently completed a stretcher bearer walk around 
Sywell Country Park in Northamptonshire. The stretcher contained a 
mannequin in airman's uniform and Association teddy bears. The walk, 
which raised nearly £500, was also supported by the branch’s affiliated 
Air Scout Group - 1st Sywell. 

Peterhead Branch
A Battle of Britain service was held at the RAF Peterhead Memorial 
Cairn in September, organised by the Longside Branch Royal British 
Legion. In addition to Association branch members, it was also 
attended by serving personnel from RRH Buchan and members 
of the Association’s Motorcycle Branch. Four wreaths were laid, 
by Gordon Ross for Longside RBL, John Maclean for Peterhead 
RAF Association, Mark Cook for RRH Buchan and Kevin Green for 
RAF Boulmer.

RAF St Mawgan Branch
Branch members attended the Battle of Britain service held in 
September near Newquay in Cornwall. The service was led by the 
branch’s honorary chaplain Wing Commander Andrew Turner, and 
included a strong contingent from the branch alongside serving 
personnel from RAF St Mawgan led by station commander Wing 
Commander Marshall Kinnear. Branch Chairman Alan Goudge gave 
the dedication, and the branch paraded its standard alongside those 
of the Association’s Cornwall county standard and St Austell Branch 
standard. Also present were 781 (Newquay) Squadron RAF Air Cadets 
and the St Columb branch of the Royal British Legion.

Retford and District Branch
In July the International Bomber Command Centre in Lincoln held an 
event to launch Bomber Command Day. Guests included representatives 
from the Australian, American, Canadian, Italian, Jamaican and Dutch 
Governments, the RAF, police, military museums and leaders from the 
local community. The branch was represented at the event by Standard 
Bearer Graham Holland.

Romsey Branch
Activities recommenced with 26 members attending a sunny barbecue 
in August, and the monthly meeting schedule resumed in September 
with a full programme of guest speakers. The work of the branch’s Wings 
Officer ensured that the Wings Week collection was successful, and 
several members attended the Battle of Britain service in September.

Rothbury Branch
Local Association members at Rothbury joined forces with independent 
living tenants to re-activate the branch. Branch members prepared 
the dining room and provided refreshments to welcome prospective 
Rothbury House tenants to an open day in November. Members have 
also undertaken work on garden furniture at Rothbury House, including 
pieces in memory of the Korean Veterans Association. RAF Boulmer 
senior officers visited tenants in October, toured the house, heard about 
the plans for the Rothbury Building Futures project and re-established 
long-standing ties. A Wings Appeal street collection also contributed to 
an overall appeal total of £1,074.

Ryedale Branch
The branch was busy collecting during Wings Week, and attended a 
Battle of Britain service hosted by Eden Camp Modern History Museum. 
Monthly branch meetings were resumed and several social lunches 
organised. Standard Bearer Jonathan Fawcett also paraded the standard 
at his first event since assuming the post.

Sheffield Branch
A remembrance service organised by the branch was held at the City 
War Memorial in September to honour those who had fought and died 
in the Battle of Britain. RAF Air Cadets, officers and non-commissioned 
officers, and Sea Cadets lined the steps of Sheffield City Hall for the short 
service, which was attended by around 150 members of the public. The 
Deputy Lieutenant of South Yorkshire, Charles Turner, stood in for HM 
Lord Lieutenant Andrew Coombe. The wreath-laying was then followed 
by a service of remembrance in Sheffield Cathedral.

Sheringham and District Branch
Recently-resumed activities started with Wings Appeal collections in 
Cromer, Holt and Sheringham, which raised £690. Soon after this, 41 
members and guests were once again able to socialise when they met 

Sheringham and District Branch RAF St Mawgan Branch. © Chris Cox
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We welcome all submissions for Branch News, preferably by email to 
BranchNews@rafa.org.uk. Word count should be no more than 100 words.
You may submit one accompanying photograph. If sent via email, please 
attach as a separate image file and at a size of at least 1MB and 300dpi. Send 
postal submissions to the address on the inside front cover. Unfortunately 
photographs sent by post cannot be returned. Low quality pictures may not 
be published. Submission does not guarantee inclusion and where there 
are too many reports for an issue, the editor reserves the right to edit. Where 
the number of submissions exceeds the space available, preference will be 
given to news over photographs. Only submissions made by email will be 
acknowledged before publication. The deadline for inclusion in the next 
Branch News is 4 February 2022. 

for afternoon tea and other refreshments. It has been more than 20 
months since the branch was last able to meet in this way.

Stockton and Thornaby Branch
Thornaby Town Council held a Battle of Britain memorial service in 
September. Master Aircrewman Ian McCabe from RAF Leeming – himself 
a former Stockton air cadet – represented the branch, and the standards 
were carried by Roy Smith and Ian Hindmarsh. Following the service the 
congregation moved to Thornaby cemetery where local schoolchildren 
placed remembrance crosses on the graves of the fallen.

Sud-Ouest Branch
Delayed due to COVID-19, the 75th anniversary of the return of the 
RAF’s French bomber squadrons – 346 and 347 – to Bordeaux was finally 
held in October. Originally based at RAF Elvington near York, Winston 
Churchill agreed that the two squadrons could return to their home base 
in Bordeaux and continue operations from France. Branch members, 
including 99-year-old ex-347 Squadron member Marcel Berthome, laid 
wreaths to remember the dead French airmen of both squadrons. Also 
in attendance were RAF Regiment French Exchange Officer Squadron 
Leader Jon Giffin, Branch Chairman Beryl Dennett-Stannard, and 
Director General of the Allied Forces Heritage Group Ian Reed.

Swiss Branch
A couple of dozen stalwarts braved horrible weather in September 
helping to make a success of the annual Battle of Britain 
commemoration at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Cemetery in Vevey; the branch’s first open activity since COVID-19 
descended. Wreaths were laid by the British, Australian and New Zealand 
embassies, the Swiss military and the branch. Swiss branch’s two 
standard bearers carried the Union flag and the branch standard.  

Trowbridge and West Wiltshire Branch 
George Beavis raised in excess of £700 for the Wings Appeal in 
September as part of the RAFA Flies wingwalking event. Undeterred by 
the inclement weather, George donned a pair of goggles and climbed 
the ladder onto the upper wing of the Stearman biplane. On his return 
to earth George said: "It was a fantastic experience which I would 
certainly do again given the opportunity. I am wet through, but that 
is a small price to pay for such a fantastic experience, and also for the 
amount of money I have managed to raise for the Association”.

Worcester and District Branch
During lockdown John Mason, the branch’s vice president, came out of 
retirement as an artist to paint a large picture of three steam locomotives 
with a Worcester connection. To raise funds John produced a limited edition 
print of his painting, which raised £1,500 for the Wings Appeal. The cheque 
was accepted by Air Vice-Marshal Mark Neal on behalf of the Association.

Yeovil and District Branch
Stuart Vennard (standard bearer) and David Robertson (welfare officer) 
attended the 100th birthday party of Peter Moore in September 2021. 
Peter was a Lancaster navigator with the RAAF’s 460 Squadron during 
WWII, and was awarded a Distinguished Flying Medal for taking over the 
controls of the aircraft when the pilot was injured during a raid. Peter 
was presented with a certificate from the Association congratulating 
him on reaching his 100th birthday. The party was attended by a large 
number of family and friends.

York Branch
Branch members took part in the annual Battle of Britain 
commemoration service in September, with a significant contingent of 
serving RAF personnel attending from RAF Leeming. The Association’s 
Relationship Engagement Officer, Marc Boyle, visited the branch club 
in September, and was able to offer valuable advice on how to tackle 
branch and club-related issues. Also in September, branch member 
Gordon Murden brought a replacement ensign to the club in Aldwark, 
which is a fitting emblem to display when the branch is in residence. In 
2021, the branch achieved a fundraising total of £10,528.

Trowbridge and West Wiltshire Branch Worcester and District Branch





Inside the wire

NEWS FROM 
THE RAF

by Mike Curtis

54    AIR MAIL  JANUARY - MARCH 2022

T
he Royal Air Force has 
continued to extend its 
global reach in recent 
months with exercises 

across the world.

Typhoons in Israel
Typhoons from RAF Lossiemouth 
took part in Exercise Blue Flag 21 
which was hosted by the Israeli Air 
Force at Ovda Airbase near Eilat. In 
today’s digitally-connected world, 
the different aircrews, aircraft, 
ground and other systems all need 
to be able to talk to one another, 
and the exercise was designed to 
test the skills of the aircrew and 
to build interoperability. Aircraft 
and crews from the United States, 
France, Germany, India, Israel, 
Greece and Italy also took part.

Commanding Officer of No 1 
Squadron, Wing Commander 
Cockroft said: “We are honoured 
to be given this opportunity to 
learn. By training together we 
will continue to develop our 
relationships and understanding 
of how we fly and interact both in 
the air and on the ground.”

...and in Egypt
Typhoons have also taken part 
in the first exercise for 20 years 
with the Egyptian Air Force. 
The Typhoons were part of 903 
Expeditionary Air Wing and joined 
Egyptian F-16s during Exercise 

Bright Star over Egypt; the first 
time they had flown together since 
2001. The Typhoons were also 
joined on the exercise by F-16s 
from the Greek Air Force and US 
Air Force F-15s and F-16s together 
with C-130 Hercules and B-52s.

Force protection in Ukraine
RAF Police and RAF Regiment 
personnel have been in Ukraine 
to conduct a bespoke training 
package of air-focused force 
protection measures with the 
country’s military. Known as 
Exercise Warrior Watcher 21, it 
was the third such deployment 
and follows on from successful 
programmes over the last two 
years. This training is an integral 
part of Operation Orbital, the 
enduring UK military operation 
of support and training to the 
Ukrainian military. The RAF 
personnel deployed were drawn 
from Marham, Leeming, Northolt 
and Waddington. 

Enhancing our presence in the 
GIUK Gap and with NATO
A detachment of RAF 
personnel have been in Iceland 
with an Atlas A400M and 
a Poseidon MRA1 aircraft, as 
part of increased cooperation 
between the UK and Iceland. After 
a training sortie in the Greenland, 
Iceland and UK Gap, the maritime 

patrol aircraft flew into Keflavik 
airbase. During the visit, Air 
Officer Commanding 1 Group 
Air Vice-Marshal Allan Marshall 
met with senior personnel 
from the Icelandic Government 
and the British Ambassador to 
discuss opportunities to enhance 
Poseidon training and operations 
in the region. NATO Ambassadors 
from Poland and Norway also 
attended the visit to discuss the 
shared interests of NATO members 
in the region.

“The visit provided an 
opportunity to strengthen 
cooperation between the UK 
and Iceland whilst improving 
our understanding of how the 

Poseidon MRA1 can provide 
additional support to the 
Icelandic Coast Guard,” said Dr 
Bryony Matthew, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador to Iceland.

Multiple firsts for air-to-air 
refuelling
F-35B Lightnings of 617 
Squadron have conducted air-
to-air refuelling from a US Navy 
F/A-18E Super Hornet for the first 
time. The Marham-based jets 
were embarked aboard the Royal 
Navy aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth as part of the Carrier 
Strike Group 21 deployment to the 
Indo-Pacific region. The refuelling 
occurred during exercises with 

An RAF Typhoon is joined by a 
variety of aircraft for Exercise Blue 
Flag 21 in Israel. © MOD/Crown

Above: The A400M’s unique fly-by-wire flight control system makes it much 
easier to maintain formation, make contact and take fuel. The aircraft has now 
be refuelled in the air for the first time. © MOD/Crown.
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the US Navy aircraft carriers USS 
Ronald Reagan and USS Carl 
Vinson. During the exercise, the 
Lightnings, flown by Royal Navy 
and RAF pilots, also took the 
opportunity to conduct a joint fly 
past with US Navy and US Marine 
Corps jets over the combined fleet 
of carriers and their escorts.

An Atlas A400M transport 
aircraft has been refuelled in 
the air for the first time. In trials 
conducted recently by 206 
Squadron at Brize Norton, the large 
transport aircraft received fuel 
from a Voyager air-to-air refuelling 
tanker. 206 Squadron's tasks 
include testing and evaluating UK 
Defence heavy aircraft, including 
the Hercules and Atlas. Both Atlas, 
which provides tactical airlift and 
strategic airlift, and the dual role 
transport and tanker Voyager, 
recently played pivotal roles in 
the evacuation of civilians from 
Afghanistan. 

Retirements and disbandments
27 Squadron RAF Regiment has 
been disbanded at a parade 
at RAF Honington. The parade, 
held in October, was led by 
Squadron Leader James Baldwin 
with Air Vice-Marshal Alan 
Gillespie as the reviewing officer. 
The squadron has handed over 
counter-chemical, biological, 
radioactive and nuclear capability 
to 28 Engineer Regiment which 
moved into RAF Honington 
in 2019 in preparation for 
the change.

His Royal Highness The Earl of 
Wessex visited RAF Waddington in 
September to mark the retirement 
of the E-3D Sentry from RAF 

service after 30 years. A royal 
parade was held and the event 
saw a flypast conducted by an 8 
Squadron Sentry. The retirement 
of the Sentry will see 8 Squadron 
relocated to RAF Lossiemouth in 
Scotland, where it will operate the 
Boeing E-7 Wedgetail.

Investment and re-formation 
news
Still at Waddington, the UK's 
three Rivet Joint electronic 
surveillance aircraft will benefit 
from an extension to the support 
arrangement with the US 
Government in a deal worth £970 
million. The RC-135W Rivet Joint is 
a dedicated electronic surveillance 
aircraft that deploys in all theatres 
on strategic and tactical missions. 
The agreement will continue 
to benefit from maintenance, 
spare parts, engineering support, 
technical data and access to 
capability updates. 

Support is provided by the 
unique venture between the 
United States Air Force and the 
UK Ministry of Defence (known 
as the Rivet Joint Cooperative 
Programme) which was due 
to expire in 2025 and will now 
continue until the UK out of 
service date in 2035. 

Following a boost of £110 
million, the RAF’s Shadow R1 
surveillance aircraft fleet will be 
increased and upgraded with 
the latest defensive technology. 
Awarded to Raytheon UK, the 
contract will see the current fleet 
of six aircraft increased to eight, 
and the integration of the latest 
UK Sovereign Defensive Aids 
Systems, ensuring this vital 

capability continues to provide 
battle-winning intelligence 
gathering for years to come. Based 
at RAF Waddington and flown 
by 14 Squadron, Shadow forms a 
key part of the RAF’s Intelligence, 
Surveillance, Target Acquisition 
and Reconnaissance (ISTAR) force 
by gathering intelligence via its 
high-definition electro-optical 
and electronic sensors. 

Her Royal Highness The Princess 
Royal attended the re-formation 
parade of No 30 Squadron held 
at Brize Norton in September. 
The Princess, who is Honorary 
Air Commodore of RAF Brize 
Norton, reviewed members of the 
squadron. One A400M carried out 

Association members receive 
a discount on subscriptions 
to the RAF’s fortnightly 
publication RAF News. Call RAF 
News/Johnson Press on 01909 
517 331 or email rafnews@
johnsonpress.co.uk. You 
will need to give your RAF 
Association membership 
number to subscribe.

An RAF Typhoon is joined by a 
variety of aircraft for Exercise Blue 
Flag 21 in Israel. © MOD/Crown

a flypast above the parade square 
to mark the occasion. Along 
with 70 Squadron, 30 Squadron 
will operate the A400M Atlas, 
maintaining the commitments 
around the globe and increasing 
the tactical remit of the aircraft.  AM

An RAF Poseidon in view from under an Atlas A400M in Iceland during 
training sorties in the GIUK Gap.  © MOD/Crown

An RC-135W Rivet Joint aircraft from 51 Squadron, 
at RAF Waddington before taking off for its Joint 

Exercise with NATO Allies  © MOD/Crown

The disbandment parade for 27 Squadron 
at RAF Honington. © MOD/Crown





Culture Vultures

Culture Vultures

Introduction to 
Aeronautical 
Engineering
EdX
Free online course

Are you curious about how 
flying works, and the basic 
concepts behind flight? 

This course provides 
an introduction to the 
fundaments of aeronautics, 
using a tour through the 
history of flight, starting with 
ballooning and continuing on 
to aeroplanes and helicopters.

Experts from the Faculty 
of Aerospace Engineering of 
Delft University of Technology 
will help you explore and 
discover the fundamentals of 
flight, in three blocks. First, 
you will explore the history 
of flight and obtain a basic 
understanding of aircraft and 
the earth's atmosphere. Topics 
include stability, navigation, 
propulsion and the structure 
of aircraft. Block two examines 
the principles of aerodynamics. 
You will learn how the shape of 
an airfoil or wing impacts the 
amount of lift generated. Block 
three covers flight mechanics, 
including various flight phases, 
such as descent, climb or 
cruise, and the optimal flying 
conditions for each phase.

To check enrolment availability 
visit rafa.org.uk/aeronautical.

“Halton Boys”   
by Sean Feast
Publisher: Grub Street 
RRP £25

The RAF Halton Apprenticeship 
Scheme has a deserved 
reputation for excellence. The 
brainchild of Marshal of the 
Royal Air Force Lord Hugh 
Trenchard, it took the traditional 
idea of an apprenticeship and 
interpreted it in a way that 
allowed teenage boys from 
any social background to learn 
a technical trade that would 
equip them for lives within and 
beyond the RAF. It also gave the 
best an opportunity to become 
pilots and break into the once 
public-school-dominated 
officer class. Of the 50,000 
boys trained as apprentices, 
seventeen won the Sword of 
Honour at Cranwell, more than 
1,200 were commissioned and 
110 achieved Air Rank. Eighteen 
have been knighted, with 
well over 1,000 others being 
honoured at various levels 
of state.

This is the story of Halton 
told through, and by, the boys 
who were there and who 
are still proud to be called 
‘Trenchard Brats’.

Association members can get 
20% off this title by visiting 
rafa.org.uk/haltonboys and 
using the code Halton20. 
Offer valid until 31 March 2022.
You can also read more about 
apprentice life at RAF Halton on 

“Air Defence Artillery 
in Combat, 1972 to 
the Present” 
by Colonel Mandeep Singh
Publisher: Pen & Sword Books 
RRP £16.99

Having made its debut in the 
Franco-Prussian War in 1870, 
anti-aircraft artillery was used 
extensively in WWI. However, 
not until WWII did it truly come 
to prominence.

That development continued 
into the Cold War, resulting 
in the extensive introduction 
of surface-to-air missiles, 
or SAMs. Such weapons are 
cheaper to manufacture, 
simpler to maintain, and easier 
to operate than the vast fleet 
of aircraft required to defend 
an airspace. 

In Air Defence Artillery in 
Combat, 1972 to the Present: 
The Age of Surface-to-Air 
Missiles, the author details 
the recent development of 
anti-aircraft artillery. This 
include their use in the Soviet-
Afghan War, the Falklands 
War, the conflicts in Lebanon, 
Kosovo and Bosnia, the Gulf 
War, Operation Desert Storm, 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
engagements seen in the 
conflicts in Syria and Yemen.

Association members can get 
25% off this title by calling 
01226 734 222 or visiting rafa.
org.uk/airdefence and using 
the code RAFA25. Offer valid 
until 31 March 2022.

“Teach for the Sky”  
by James Jackson
Publisher: Crécy 
RRP £29.95

Building on lessons learned 
during WWII, continual 
investment in training aircraft 
and equipment has been 
made as technology and 
warfare has evolved. Drawing 
on research in company and 
government archives, Teach 
for the Sky describes the 
development of this training 
from the late 1940s to the 
present day. 

The planning and 
requirements behind trainers 
such as the Prentice, Balliol, Jet 
Provost, Varsity, Gnat, Tucano 
and Hawk are examined, as 
are many of the designs that 
remained on the drawing 
board. The evolution of the 
training organisation and the 
challenges faced in adapting 
the training syllabus to new 
technologies are also analysed. 

Illustrated throughout 
with photographs, drawings 
and specially commissioned 
artwork, this is a unique 
reference guide to the 
aircraft and training methods 
developed to prepare pilots 
and aircrew since 1945.

Association members can get 
20% off this title by visiting rafa.
org.uk/teachforthesky or 
calling 01614 990 024 and using 
the code RAFA20. Offer valid 
until 31 March 2022.
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Under the Radar

I
t’s one of the unsung heroes 
of British military aviation. Not 
a fighter or a bomber, nor an 
aircraft imbued with legendary 

status after taking part in famous 
battles. But without it, the history 
of WWII would have been very 
different. 

The aircraft is the de Havilland 
Tiger Moth. Originally produced as 
a development of the well-known 
Gipsy Moth, the Tiger Moth went 
on to become one of the world’s 
most famous training aircraft. At 
the outbreak of WWII the Tiger 
Moth II, or DH 82A, was selected 
as the basic trainer for the Empire 
Air Training Scheme, meaning it 
was exported across the world to 
teach would-be fighter pilots.

The Tiger Moth was a vital 
aircraft, but it rarely figures in 
discussions about important 
wartime equipment. Instead it is 
normally overshadowed by the 
more famous Supermarine Spitfire 
and de Havilland’s own Mosquito. 
Yet without the availability of 
thousands of Tiger Moths, there 
would have been no pilots for 
these frontline combat aircraft. 

From the perspective of these 
student 

pilots, the Tiger Moth was a 
relatively stable and forgiving 
aircraft to fly. It had few handling 
vices and was less punishing of 
mistakes – which when flying 
could easily prove fatal. 

It provided the majority of RAF 
pilots with their elementary flying 
training, and most pilots who 
would go on to fly the numerous 
Allied aircraft types of WWII would 
have learnt their trade on this 
classic training aircraft.

There was a time, during the 
dark early days of the war, when 
desperation led to plans being 
formed for Tiger Moths to take 
on combat roles. In 1940, shortly 
after the Dunkirk evacuation, 
almost any anti-invasion idea was 
considered. In August 1940, 350 
Tiger Moths were fitted with light 
bomb racks. These aircraft were to 
undertake the bombing of enemy 
troops attempting a landing. 
Others were envisioned as ‘human 
crop sprayers’, with a tank fitted 
in the front cockpit with powder 
dispensers located under the 
wings. The tank would be filled 
with ‘Paris Green’, an extremely 
poisonous 

insecticide. It was intended 
that low flying aircraft would 
dust the German troops as they 
waded ashore.

Others were tested to become 
‘para-slashers’, with a scythe-like 
blade fitted to the aircraft to cut 
parachutists’ canopies as they 
descended to earth. Flight tests 
proved the idea, but it was not 
officially adopted.

Fortunately none of these 
ideas had to be used, leaving 
Elementary Flying Training 
Schools to their vital role of 
pilot training.

The Tiger Moth II – serial 
number T6296 – on display at RAF 
Museum Cosford was part of an 
order for 2,000, delivered between 
May 1940 and April 1941. It served 

with No.1 Elementary Flying 
Training School, based at Hatfield 
in Hertfordshire. In total more 
than 8,000 were built.

Despite being synonymous with 
WWII, the Tiger Moth remained 
in service with the RAF until it 
was replaced by the de Havilland 
Chipmunk during the early 1950s. 

Many of the military surplus 
aircraft subsequently entered 
into civilian operation, and 
many nations have used the 
Tiger Moth in both military and 
civilian applications. Even today 
remains in widespread use as a 
recreational aircraft. AM

The RAF Museum’s Dr Peter Johnston takes 
a look at the de Havilland Tiger Moth, in 
which countless RAF pilots learned to fly.

Flying the Tiger 
Moth

Above: Tiger Moth cockpit. Left:  Tiger 
Moth T6296 at the RAF Museum in 
Cosford. Both images © RAF Museum.
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Word 
circles 

from the  
RAF Association  
Puzzle Book

T
o test your skills of perception we bring you another challenging brain 
teaser from the RAF Association Puzzle Book.

If one page isn’t enough, you can wait for your next issue of Air Mail, 
or simply buy a copy of the whole 256-page book from rafa.org.uk/

RAFApuzzle or on 0800 018 2361.
Buying direct from the Association helps raise funds for our welfare work with the 

RAF community.

Mission 2

About the author: Described as “The king of puzzles” Dr Gareth Moore has produced more than 100 puzzle and brain-training books for children 
and adults, including The Mindfulness Puzzle Book, The Mammoth Book of New Sudoku and The Ordnance Survey Puzzle Book. He is also the 
creator of the daily brain-training website BrainedUp.com, and runs popular puzzle site PuzzleMix.com. Find him online at DrGarethMoore.com.

Briefing:  
Solve these clues using only letters found within the word circles below. Each word 
must use three or more of the letters in the circle, and must include the centre letter. 
Letters can’t be used more times than they appear in the circle, and the number of 
letters in each word is given. Once you have solved the clues, see how many other 
words you can find. Solutions to the below are on page 65.

Mission 1
1. Fighter pilot with several confirmed successes (3)
2. Terminate a task or mission, often prematurely (5)
3. Position adopted in emergency (5)
4. Capital of Egypt (5)
5. Flying stunt; venomous snake (5)
6. Related to stunt flying (9)

1. Prefix used in naming middle-altitude clouds (4)
2. Rear end of a plane (4)
3. Related to the sun; renewable energy (5)
4. Wind local to southern France (7)
5. Russian mountain range (5)
6. Machine used in aviation training (9)
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Crossword

Across
1 See 3

3 The RAF - - ; RAF Association's sister  
 charity (10,4)

9 Japanese pill container found in main room (4)

10 Eg, ethylene glycol in car radiator (10)

12 Vigorously heat meat with current to  
 get iron ore (9)

13 Female relative (5)

14 Irritation to a high degree (12)

18 Inadequate (12)

21 Slaughtered swine produces fibrous tissue (5)

22 Spectacles with a handle (9)

24 Makes excessive physical efforts (4-6)

25 Examine critically or glance over quickly! (4)

26 A curse pronounced by executive  
 gets allowance (10)

27 Carry the animal (4)

New Year 2022 Crossword
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aram sang - masan gar - mara sang - aram snag - anagram
s – sam

arang - naga arm
s - anam

 rags - nam
a rags - m

ana rags - aram
 sang - m

asan gar - m
ara sang - aram

 snag - anagram
s – sam

arang - naga arm
s - anam

 rags - nam
a rags - m

ana rags - aram sang - masan gar - mara sang 

by Enigma

Down
1 Scare (8)

2 A Viking with perhaps zero manners (8)

4 Boredom from brazen nuisance (5)

5 Point on earth's surface over origin of  
 an earthquake (9)

6 Ape found in Sumatra and Borneo (6-6)

7 The number of 'pipers-piping' (6)

8 City of ancient Egypt found in the best location (6)

11 Greeting on 1 January (5,3,4)

15 Remember to gather again (9)

16 Something that hinders progress (8)

17 Lower in status or manner towards  
 another in the USA (8)

19 Tree mineral on land next to the sea (6)

20 Explosive expiration through the nose  
 and mouth (6)

23 Quotient (5)

The solution to this crossword can be found at the 
bottom of page 65.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 12 13

14 15

16 17

18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26 27
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Mr F M Abbott Clacton-on-Sea
Mrs J M W Allison St Austell
Mr W Annison St Neots
Mr J B Armstrong Cardigan RMG
Mr V Avery Thetford
Mr F Bacon Bognor Regis
Mr N Bailes Oldham
Mr B L Ball Aylesbury and Halton
Mrs E Barker Leamington Spa, Warwick and District
Mr N Barker Sheffield
Miss R Barnes Headquarters
Mr R K Barnes Stowmarket
Air Vice-Marshal D F Bates CB North Cotswolds
Mr A Beddow Doncaster
Mrs M Bell Birstall (Leicester)
Mrs N J Bennett Maidstone
Mr N Blackall Yaxley and District
Mr R Blomefield Hinckley and District
Mr D Booth Yeadon
Mr M K Briggs Moffat and Lockerbie RMG
Mr G Brodie Angus
Mr M Browne Shetland
Mrs G J Bryant Headquarters
Wing Commander C Bull St Neots
Mr G Burrell Thirsk
Mr D Cainey City of Bristol
Mr D Caple Headquarters
Mr D W Carr Headquarters
Mr V A Carter Headquarters
Mr G Cartwright Itchen and Hamble
Mr F Clarke Aldeburgh and District RMG
Mr T Clarke Frome
Mr A Clegg Weston-super-Mare
Mr A Cloke Dereham and Swaffham
Squadron Leader R Cobley Huntingdon and District
Mr P Coke Boston
Mr T Columbine York
Mr A Conway Wimborne
Mr R Cope-Lewis Weston-super-Mare
Mr J Corbett Birkenhead
Mr D P Corfield Burtonwood and Warrington
Mr J Cotter Headquarters
Squadron Leader J Cotter Shoreham-by-Sea
Mr A Cottle  Global
Mr R Cousens Lincoln
Mr M Cowap MBE Cheltenham
Mr G Cox Rushden
Squadron Leader J Crawshaw Peterborough
Mr R Croot Wantage and Oxford
Mr T Dale Headquarters
Mr W Davies Eastbourne
Mr J Dean Birkenhead
Mr P Deary Letchworth, Hitchin and District
Mr D Denby-Smith Shoreham-by-Sea

Mr S Deverson Cheltenham
Mr M E Diplock Eastbourne
Mr K Dix Windsor and Eton
Mr K W Dodd Hexham
Mr B Dodd Rushden
Squadron Leader R Dowling Abbots and Kings Langley
Mr D Draper Worthing
Mr D Dry Headquarters
Mrs P Dunn Weston-super-Mare
Mr J Eastwood Headquarters
Mr D Elliott Orpington RMG
Mr J Estensen Bedale and RAF Leeming
Mr J M Farrer Preston
Mr R Few Norwich
Mr R Finlayson Carlisle and District
Ms R Fisk Scunthorpe
Mr K Fleet St Neots
Mr G Fletcher Chingford
Mr K Fletcher RAF St Mawgan
Mrs V Foicik Walton, Weybridge and District
Mr J Fulluck Sturminster, Newton and Gillingham
Mr K Gant Tamworth
Mrs R Garland Sturminster, Newton and Gillingham
Mr A W Gash Medway Towns
Mr F Gauci Malta GC
Mr F Gill North Walsham
Mr J Gillespie Norwich
Wing Commander V Gough AFC Headquarters
Mr G Gray Stockport RMG
Mr D Green Fareham
Mr R I C Groundwater Orkney RMG
Mr P Hall Woodbridge
Mr J L Halls Clacton-on-Sea
Mr R Hampson Barnstaple and North Devon
Air Commodore I Harris Headquarters
Mr K Harrison Grantham
Mr E Hayman Wrekin and Wellington
Mr M Hembery Barnstaple and North Devon
Mr G Highton Birkenhead
Lieutenant Colonel T Holgersen Headquarters
Mr R E Holmes Ryedale
Mr P Houston Swindon and District
Mr P Hoyle Bletchley (Milton Keynes)
Mr R A Hubbard Shoreham-by-Sea
Mr R W Hughes Bromsgrove and Redditch
Mr B Humphreys Swansea
Mr A H Jarrett Northampton and District
Mr P Jenkins Hartlepool
Mr R Jenkins Pontardawe and District
Mr G Johnson Dursley and South Gloucestershire
Mrs J M Jones Northampton and District
Mr L T Jones Cwmbran
Mr E J S Jones Llangollen
Mr D Kamsler City and Central London

AD ASTRA
We record with sadness the passing of the 
following members of the RAF Association ©
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Mr D Kendall Birstall (Leicester)
Mr R D Kennedy Hailsham
Mr P King Northampton and District
Mr W Knapp Weston-super-Mare
Mr F Knox BEM Carlisle and District
Mr E Lare Northwich
Mr J Leary Swiss
Mr L Lee Northampton and District
Mr M Long Swindon and District
Mr L Louis Trinidad and Tobago
Mr J T Lupson Peterborough
Mrs D Lyons Birkenhead
Mr K MacKenzie Stafford
Mr N Madden Anglesey
Mr N S Malcolmson Moray
Mr C Masters Motorcycle
Mr R Matt 1066
Mr H Mayes Barnstaple and North Devon
Mr T Mayor Llandaff and Ely
Mr J Miller Headquarters
Mr J E Moyle Fleet
Mr R G Munn Weston-super-Mare
Squadron Leader J Munro Wantage and Oxford
Mr P Myles Armourers
Mr H Norris Anglesey
Mr D Oliver Wye
Mr L T Owen Leamington Spa, Warwick and District
Mr T Owen Potter Heigham
Mr R Parsons Itchen and Hamble
Mr J Partington Carterton and Brize
Mr S Partridge Wisbech
Mrs P Payne Poole
Mr J S Phelan Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District
Mr H Pinder York
Mr R J Port Fareham
Mr R Porter Plymouth
Mr J Powell Alresford and District
Mr G Proctor Farnborough and Aldershot
Miss S Rand MBE Clacton-on-Sea
Mr W Raven Thetford
Mr Regan Southgate and Wood Green
Mr G Reid Frome
Mr E A Rivett North Walsham
Mrs M Robbins City of Bristol
Wing Commander P Roberts 1066
Mr D Roberts Costa del Sol
Mr J Robertson Glasgow
Mr K Robinson Romsey
Mr J Rodway Manchester and District
Air Chief Marshal  
Sir John Rogers CBE KCB Colchester
Mr D Rogers Plymouth
Mr H G Ross Inverurie
Mrs V Ryan Romsey

Mr T Sayer DFM Harrow District
Mr B Scholes Newcastle-under-Lyme
Mr H Seabourne Headquarters
Mr P A Short Eastbourne
Mr C Smart Downham Market
Mr P Smith Horsham and Storrington RMG
Mr V Stannett Cambridge
Squadron Leader R Stansfield Headquarters
Mrs E Stockman Aphrodite
Mr C Stubley Cranwell
Mrs T Taplin Ryedale
Mr M Tapscott Penarth
Mr S T Taylor Gosport
Mr G Taylor Porthcawl and Kenfig Hill
Mr C Temple-Huskisson Southend-on-Sea 
Squadron Leader E Thomas Diss
Mr D Thompson Headquarters
Mr M J Trackman High Wycombe
Mr J Tucker Stourbridge RMG
Mr D Twigg Global
Mr S Utting Beccles and Southwold Area
Mr J Wakefield DFM Leek
Mr R Walker Moray
Mr D Ward Headquarters
Mrs J C Watson Aberdeen RMG
Mr G Webb Dursley and South Gloucestershire
Mr R Williams Stone and District
Mr A Williamson Kings Lynn and District
Mr M Windle Yaxley and District
Mr R Winstanley Grantham
Mr D Wood Itchen and Hamble
Mr S J Woodward Birmingham Sheldon
Mr M Woollons York

 “In friendship and in service one to another, we 
are pledged to keep alive the memory of those 

of all nations who died in the Royal Air Force 
and in the Air Forces of the Commonwealth. In 

their name we give ourselves to this noble cause. 
Proudly and thankfully we will remember them.”©
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To notify the RAF Association of the death of an RAF Association member, 
please contact their branch, email membership@rafa.org.uk or 
telephone our contact team on 0800 018 2361. The Air Mail office regrets 
that we cannot directly accept notifications of a member’s passing.

We specially remember those members who  
had reached or passed their 100th birthday

Mr J Burton Anglesey
Mrs S Cant Seahaven RMG
Mr B Dixon Hartlepool
Mr H Dobinson Wantage and Oxford
Miss L Neale Harlow RMG
Mrs E Nicholson Horsham and Storrington RMG
Mr F J Nicoll Carlisle and District
Squadron Leader G Webb Nottingham

100



NoticesNotices

Notices

Corporal David Green, RAF Police, former 6F Romford Squadron 
ATC and later Castle Bytham, Lincolnshire. I was wondering if you have 
drawn your old age pension yet as it’s soon to be 50 years since we last 
met. If you fancy getting in touch then Gary Badham is contactable at 
GaryB@easyemail.org and would love to hear from you.

Tony Beaumont is looking for Isobel Booker who was a WAAF at RAF 
Northolt in 1969/70. Please call 07780 235 369 with any news.

Is there any news of, or contacts for, Vanita, who lived at RAF Dishforth 
1970/71 and worked in Ripon as a hairdresser? If so, please contact John 
Needham at hamtyke@btinternet.com.

REUNIONS
To celebrate 60 years since their passing out parade, the RAF Boy 
Entrants 42nd Entry Telegs Association will be having a reunion 
from 26-28 April 2022 at Telford Hotel and Golf Resort, Great Hay 
Drive, Sutton Heights, Telford, Shropshire, TF7 4DT. Visit the website at 
42entrytelegs.co.uk or contact Chairman John Lewis on jaslmlewis@aol.
com for more info.

A reunion is being planned for ex-member of 29th Entry Suppliers 
RAF Cosford 1956. If you would like to attend, or to find out more 
details, please contact Bill ‘Titch’ Coulthard at blackbear535353@gmail.
com or on 02380 890 992.

90th Entry (1964-67) RAFC Cranwell are having a reunion lunch on 
29 October 2022 at the RAF Club. News of, or contact details for, the 
following would be much appreciated: Mike Brown; Charlie Chubb; 
Colin Humphrey; Glyn Leaney; Bob Coles; Eddie Danks; Jim Dixon; Colin 
Heithus; Keith Marshall; Chris Tidball; Bob Fishwick; Malcolm Caygill; 
Paul Hutton; Andy Legge; Eric Norbury; Paul Osborne; Graham Pyle; 
Michael Reid and Rick Sims. If you can help please contact Andy Wight-
Boycott at awb@burntisland.co.uk.

The RAF Admin Apprentice Association will be having its AGM and 
reunion from 17-19 June 2022 at the Northampton Marriott Hotel. For 
full details and options please contact the association’s social secretary 
at socialsecretary@rafadappassn.org or on 01403 581 324.

OTHER
Does anyone remember Squadron Leader RG English DFC? He was 
station commander at RAF Schleswigland from 1955 to 1957.  His son, 
Richard English, would be interested in any memories of his father. 
Please contact Richard at: richardjcenglish@gmail.com.

OLD COLLEAGUES
Were you part of the RAF Air Sea Mountain Desert Rescue Parachute 
Team? The aircraft we used was a Hastings and our training DZ was 
Lady’s Mile beach. Our team (right) was made up of personnel from 
different departments: doctors, medics, radio operators and RAF 
Regiment personnel. If you were in the team between 1964 and 1966 
please contact Kevin Burns at kjburns44@yahoo.co.uk or on 07931 
321 806.

Corporal Gordon Blanks, who served in the RAF between 1949 and 
1971 and ended as a cook attached to No 1 Squadron RAF Regiment 
would like to make contact with three old friends (below). Dereck (left), 
Cyril (centre left), and David (centre right). The photograph was taken 
in 1951 on Stanley Road, Carshalton Beeches. Please contact Gordon 
(right) on 01872 571 600 with any information.

© Kevin Burns

Former WRAF Kerry Walker (née Libberton) would like to trace friends 
from RAF Shawbury, RAF Waddington and RAF North Front (Gibraltar) 
from 1960-1962. She was an Operations Clerk working in the tower, and 
would particularly like to trace Barbara ‘Frenchie’ Le Main, Pam Baker 
and Maggie Horsfall. Please email kywalker100@hotmail.com or call 
02392462745 with any news.

Ian Askew is looking for Corporal Eric Young 3525441, who he served 
with in the RAF Dog Section at RAF Aldergrove in the early 1960s. Eric 
was originally from Forfar in Angus, and worked for the Post Office 
before joining the RAF. Please call Ian on 01463 238 312 with any details. 

© Gordon Blanks
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Notices

Submit your 
notices – free for 
all members
Notices is a free member 
benefit to help you keep 
connected with people 
and places from your time 
in the RAF or the RAF 
Association, or to announce 
news of births, marriages, 
christenings, engagements, 
and more. For inclusion in 
the next issue, email your 
text to notices@rafa.org.
uk, post it to the address 
on the inside front cover 
or call 0800 018 2361 by 
4 February. Make sure to 
include an email address 
and/or telephone number 
in your message so readers 
can contact you, and please 
clearly state that your notice 
is ‘for publication’. This is a 
service for members only.

© Brian 
Drew

On 18 November 2021, Squadron Leader Bruce Rowbotham DFC
and Mrs Margaret Wendy Rowbotham celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary (above). The couple met at a Christmas party at RAF 
Hospital Halton while both serving in the RAF. Wendy was a Flight 
Officer in the Princess Mary's Royal Air Force Nursing Service, and Bruce 
was soon to join 48 Squadron. They were married in 1961 and spent 
many happy years travelling the globe. Now retired, they are enjoying 
happy contentment near York, surrounded by the love and support of 
their family.

RAF Changi Association welcome enquiries from anyone who served 
there 1946 to 1971. Please contact Malcolm Flack on 01494 728 562 or 
at memsecchangi@outlook.com.

With their upcoming 75th anniversary, Leigh Branch are looking for 
help to compile a history of the branch. If you have newspaper articles, 
memories or anything that helps 
tell the branch’s story please 
contact rafaleighbranch@gmail.

Since 1982 Bodmin Branch has organised an annual tribute to all air 
personnel lost at sea with no known grave (see the branch’s entry in this 
issue’s Branch News). With branch members not getting any younger, 
now would be a fitting time to pass the baton to another coastal-
based branch wishing to step forward and take on this ceremony to 
honour our lost comrades. Interested parties would be most welcome 
to contact Branch Chairman Peter Marlow at whippet258@btinternet.
com to discuss.

RAF Catering Warrant Officers' and Seniors' Association (RAF 
CWO&SA). All serving or retired TG19 WO or FS and all former Catering 
Branch Officers are invited to join the RAF CWO&SA. We meet twice 
yearly for a vibrant gathering of retired and serving members, so why 
not come along and join us? For more information or a membership 
application form, please send an email to davescott10@hotmail.co.uk.

Does anyone recognise the aircraft in the photographs below? They 
were found in 1949 in a derelict building at RAF Church Lawford, 
among the dusty remnants of a wartime party. If you can shed any light 
on the photographs or the aircraft themselves, please contact Brian 
‘Taff’ Drew on 01443 202 532. 

SOLUTION: NEW YEAR 2022 CROSSWORD

Across: 
1  Fund;  3  Benevolent;  9  Inro;  10  Antifreeze;  12  Haematite;  
13  Niece;  14  Exasperation;  18  Unacceptable;  21  Sinew;  
22  Lorgnette;  24  Over-exerts;  25  Scan;  26  Execration;  27  Bear.

Down;  
1  Frighten;  2  Norseman;  4  Ennui;  5  Epicentre;  6  Ourang-outang;  
7  Eleven;  8  Thebes;  11  Happy New Year; 15  Recollect;  16  Obstacle; 
17  Demeanor;  19  Ashore;  20  Sneeze;  23  Ratio.

SOLUTION:
BRAIN TEASER 

Mission1:
Ace
Abort
Brace
Cairo
Cobra
Aerobatic

Mission2:
Alto
Tail
Solar
Mistral
Urals
Simulator

© Brian 
Drew

ANSWERS: 
THE ‘COULD YOU (STILL) SURVIVE?’ QUIZ ON P.26

1 c;  2 d;  3 d & f;  4 h ;  5 all;  6 f;  7 b;  8 f;   b;  1  i;  
11 all – apple crumble from crab apples, sugar & ration shortbread; 
coffee from dandelion roots;  12 all;  
13 A = 1 and 3, B = 4, C = 5, D = 2, E = 1 and3.

© Wendy Rowbotham
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To order please call 0800 018 2361, fill in our order form 
above or visit our online shop at www.rafa.org.uk/shop

Bertie The Befriender Bear
Item Code: 272-BERT9

Now Only £12.00

RAF Harrier 
Cufflinks
Item Code: RAF301

Now Only £4.50

Browse our HUGE January Sale, with up to 20% OFF selected items at www.rafa.org.uk/shop 

Now Only £10.00

Red Arrows Money Box
Item Code: RAF101

Now Only £5.00

Battle of Britain 
Packable Bag
Item Code: UQPBB

Inflatable Lancaster
Item Code: LINF

Now Only £5.00

Official RAF 350ml Drinks Bottle
Item Code: 767-RV24

Now Only £5.00

Lancaster 
Cotton 
Tea Towel
Item Code: 
UWTTL 

Now Only £6.00
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