
We're here to keep you informed January - March 2021

Mail

Defending the nation
Defending the planet
How the RAF is going greener



Contents

7-16 NEWS
All the latest from the Association and the RAF family, including: the 
impact of COVID-19 on the RAF community; a Battle of Britain 80th 
roundup; an introduction to Connections for Life; 2021 fundraising 
news; a groundbreaking Association television appeal; and 
membership renewal reminders.

9 The Greatest Salute
How over six thousand tributes were sealed in a time capsule at the 
RAF Association’s Remembrance Garden to mark the 80th anniversary 
of the end of the Battle of Britain. 

18 Cold courage
On the 80th anniversary of the award, Lord Ashcroft tells the story of 
George Cross winner Flight Lieutenant Wilson Charlton, who disposed 
of more than 200 unexploded bombs during the Battle of Britain.

22 Monique Hanotte
Monique helped more than 800 airmen and soldiers 
escape occupied Belgium during the Second World 
War, placing herself in mortal danger each time she 
walked the Comet Line. 

26 Air: Net Zero 40 
Air Marshal Andrew Turner, Deputy Commander Capability, 
talks about the RAF’s passion to reduce its carbon footprint and 
become more sustainable. 

32 Salvage, repair, reuse 
Association member Frank Colenso remembers his time with the 
RAF’s WWII Repair and Salvage Units in the Far East, where nothing 
went to waste in the effort to keep aircraft flying.

37 Crash sites and caracaras 
David Morgan talks about his 2019 trip to the Falklands Islands, where 
he explored the wildlife and met up with Hector Sanchez, a man he 
last encountered in 1982 while locked in deadly combat in the skies 
above the islands.

40 War on waste 
During the Second World War, the recycling of paper was the single 
most important element of the national salvage campaign. But why 
was it so vital to the war effort, and what steps were taken to convince 
the public that recycling was a national duty?

44  Station sustainability group
We meet Squadron Leader Matt Beauchamp, chair of the Brize 
Sustainability Working Group, who discusses its battle against waste 
and pollution and its pride in the environmental achievements of the 
RAF’s largest station. 

Features

Regulars
4   Dear Air Mail 

46  Branch in Focus

48  Branch news

53  Culture vultures

56  News from the RAF

60   Brain teaser & crossword

62  Ad Astra

64  Notices

65  Remembering

Contents

40

2626

18

JANUARY - MARCH 2021  AIR MAIL      3

Welcome

AIR MAIL MAGAZINE
Contact, comment, connect.

To contact the Air Mail team
about editorial, notices or
advertising or to submit
articles and letters:
airmail@rafa.org.uk
Or write to us at the address
above left.
Editor/Content Manager:
Annie O’Brian
Content Officer:
Joe Hall
Thank you to: 
all contributors and supporters
from across the membership
and secretariat of the
Association.

Published on behalf of the 
RAF Association by Key 
Publishing Ltd.

Cover image: The Royal Air 
Force Aerobatic Team, the Red 
Arrows, flies over the Gwynt y 
Mor wind farm in the Irish Sea 
in August 2019.
© Stephen Morris/Alamy.  
Wind turbines, carbon dioxide 
reduction and hydrocarbon 
recycling are all discussed in 
this environment-themed issue 
of Air Mail.

Deadline for
April - June 2021 issue: 
5 February 2021

Average distribution
(posted) in last 12 months:
52,063

ISSN 0002-2446

© The RAF Association

Please recycle 
the packaging of 
this magazine.

Views expressed in Air Mail are 
those of the contributors
alone and do not represent
policy of the RAF Association
except where stated. Written
permission of the editor is 
needed to reproduce any part 
of this magazine.
While every effort is made to 
ensure information is accurate 
at the time of going to print, no 
responsibility can be accepted 
for loss or damage caused 
by inaccuracies.
The editor regrets that it is
impossible to respond 
personally to all submissions. 
Submission of unsolicited 
information does not guarantee 
inclusion or return.

TALKING AIR MAIL
An audio version
of this magazine
is available for 

visually impaired members.
Call 0800 018 2361 and ask 
about receiving Talking Air 
Mail. It’s free.

Welcome
Welcome to 2021 and happy New Year to all Air Mail's readers. 

To mark Air Mail's move to its new, recyclable paper 'envelope' and the 
reduction of plastic in the Association's new membership cards, our theme 

in this issue is the environment and sustainability in the RAF. At all levels, today's 
RAF is strenuously looking at ways to make a difference. I am delighted that we 
can bring you the very latest about its new strategy to reduce its CO₂ footprint, the 
achievements of the Sustainability Working Group at RAF Brize Norton, and a pilot's 
diary of  his reconcilliation trip to the Falklands Islands where he also saw the islands' 
astonishing birdlife. History does repeat itself, and our historical articles also look at the 
environment, salvage and recycling in WWII.

Courage and fortitude were much-needed qualities for us all in 2020, and we 
bring you two stories about bravery. Lord Ashcroft writes about his fascination with 
courageous military personnel and the story of a bomb disposal expert who received 
the George Cross exactly 80 years ago this month. We also bring you the story of 
Monique Hanotte and her bravery as a 
teenager on the Comet Line.

There are many other gems besides. 
I hope they will all sustain you 
until springtime.

YOUR ASSOCIATION
Got a question? Want to update 
your membership or change 
the address that Air Mail comes 
to? Ready to volunteer? Need 
support? Want to buy Association 
merchandise? We’re here for you...

       0800 018 2361

0900 to 1800 GMT/BST every weekday. 
Closed for English bank holidays and 
Christmas holidays.

enquiries@rafa.org.uk

rafa.org.uk/portal
for 24/7 access to your 
Members’ Portal

@RAFAssociation

@RAFAssociation

@raf.association

RAFAssociation

Headquarters,
RAF Association,
Atlas House,
Wembley Road,
Leicester, LE3 1UT.

Annie O'Brian
Editor
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To comment in or contribute to Air Mail, please email  
airmail@rafa.org.uk. Alternatively, write to Annie O’Brian, 
Editor, Air Mail, RAF Association, Atlas House, Wembley Road, 
Leicester, LE1 3UT. Your correspondence should be clearly 
marked FOR PUBLICATION. The editor’s decision on inclusion is 
final, and longer letters may be abridged due to limited space. 
Only submissions made by email will be acknowledged before 
publication. The deadline for inclusion in the April 2021 issue is 
5 February

Rabbiting to the 
monarch
When my late husband, Geoff Middleton – of Halifax Branch and 
various RAF Association Councils – was about nine years old, he 
lived in Willoughby, near Hull. A railway embankment was situated 
behind his house, from which he would collect food for his pet 
rabbit. One morning a gentleman with a stick walked down the 
track from some nearby stationary carriages and asked Geoff 
what he was up to. Halfway through a conversation about rabbits 
and dock leaves, Geoff realised he was talking to His Majesty King 
George VI. My husband said the conversation got a bit blurry after 
that, but when it was over he ran home shouting to his dad that 
he had just spoken to the King. Unsurprisingly, his dad scolded 
him for being a liar and sent him to bed. The next morning, the 
postman brought news that the royal train had stopped overnight 
on the railway spur along the backs, and the village had had an 
unexpected visitor. MONICA WHITE

King George IV. © Public domain.

Delivering from harm 
[RE  last issue’s article on the WWII Search and Rescue Service]. 

In 1943, while stationed in the drawing office at RAF North Weald’s 
ops room, I was tasked with painting the North Sea and English 
Channel on two tables. Four stations also had to be painted 
around the edge of the table, all in different colours, complete with 
compass degrees. When finished l took them to Swingate control 
tower, near Dover. When a signal was received from a downed 
aircraft a reading was taken by at least three stations. On the table, 
holes drilled through the stations allowed cords to be threaded 
through. Aligning these cords with the stations’ readings, the point 
at which they intersected gave the location of the downed aircraft. 
These tables proved so useful that I had to repaint them after 
continual wear faded the paintwork. PAULINE PENROSE

As a helicopter winchman flying the Whirlwind Mk10 on search and 
rescue duties, I was involved when the River Medway in Kent flooded 
in 1968. We arrived on the scene to commence our search towards 
Edenbridge, which was under 4-5 feet of water. Circling over the 
town we noticed lights in the first floor window of a shop in the High 
Street. I was quickly lowered to investigate and saw a man inside. I 
banged on the window and he opened it, but refused to be lifted out. 
Apparently he was busy watching the television! JAMES BOX

Nasal recall  
[RE our question in the last issue on what particular smell evokes  
your RAF service].

I always thought that the VC10’s smell was rather sweet, and 
certainly a far cry from the leather, fuel and oil smell one normally 
associated with the older types of RAF aircraft. However, my wife  
had a different opinion. In those days, we flew the aircraft wearing 
blue or tropical uniform, rather than a flying suit, and when I 
returned home after flying, on walking through the door her 
inevitable retort was, "Ah, Eau de VC10!" MICHAEL WESTWOOD

Along with the trademark smells of Avtur, OM-15 and jet fumes,  
one can add sweat, tears, fear and several other bodily functions to 
give each aircraft type its own unique, individual smell. One day, on 
a C130-K Squadron, I wasn’t due to fly but ended up having to ‘kit-
up’ and spend four hours in the air. When I got home my wife said 
“Have you been flying? I can smell the aeroplane on you.” I now act 
as a guide at our local aviation museum showing visitors around the 
Nimrod XV255. As they enter the plane, those who have served on 
her always comment “That’s it! The Smell!” NICK NICHOLLS

RAF Whirlrwind at RIAT, 2018. © 
Airwolfhound, CC BY-SA 2.0.
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Unexpected aircraft 
[From the editor]. We regret that due to the volume of replies we 
received on finding aircraft in unexpected places, we can only 
include a small selection here.

In 1961, on a foggy winter morning during initial training 
at RAF Cosford, Sergeant Osborne had positioned himself 
behind our flight and was issuing periodic words of command. 
I was towards the rear, though I couldn’t see further than 
five files ahead such was the thickness of the fog. As we 
approached the square the files ahead began to mark time. 
“What’s going on there boy? Why are you marking time?” 
shouted Sergeant Osborne. “Because there’s an aircraft on the 
square Sergeant!” came the reply. Apparently, the then-senior 
entry had passed out the previous evening, and their parting 
gesture had been to wheel out a selection of aircraft onto the 
square for our enjoyment! ALAN HARTFORD

While at RAF Lavoriano in Italy in 1946, a single-engine fighter 
bearing the red stars of Marshal Tito’s communist Yugoslav 
Air Force circled overhead before landing. The pilot emerged 
from his Soviet-built Yak-9 and promptly sought asylum! What 
happened to the Yak I don’t know. JIM HAW

Up or down?
As a Duty Sergeant in 1975, I had to raise or lower the ensign – 
depending on the time of day – while the Duty Officer saluted. I knew 
the ensign was kept in the foyer of the HQ building, so I rushed there 
on my bike. I couldn’t find the ensign, so sped to the Guardroom 
about half a mile away – still no ensign. I was now worried. Back to 
HQ, where I met the Duty Officer and explained that I couldn’t find the 
ensign. He looked at me with one of those stares that says so much 
and said: “Sergeant Hancock, if you look behind you and raise your 
eyes, you’ll see the ensign flying up the pole. We’re here to lower it!” It 
was 6pm – was I embarrassed! MIKE HANCOCK

© MOD/Crown.

The learning curve
In 1961, I was in charge of ATC squadrons on summer camp at 
RAF Watton. We had a Chipmunk for ‘air experience’ flights and, 
to get the cadets more involved, they were allowed to help with 
refuelling. One cadet, however, managed to spill fuel down the 
side of the aircraft and onto the ground. The cadet then asked 
whether he should get rid of this fuel by burning it off. The 
supervisor, thinking it was a joke, foolishly said “Yes, go ahead”. 
The cadet then produced a box of matches and set light to it! 
Catastrophe was averted by the quick-thinking supervisor, but 
that was the end of cadets helping to refuel. MICHAEL MELVILLE
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£100,000 to 
help with 
COVID-19

The RAF Association has received £100,000 to continue Op 
CONNECT and support its welfare casework. The grant, from the 
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) and the 
National Lottery Coronavirus Community Support Fund, arrived in 
time to continue supporting the Association’s much-needed welfare 
services during the firebreaks, circuit breaks and second lockdowns in 
the UK. 

“Demand for our Association’s support through the first COVID-19 
lockdown rose by 462% compared to March, April and May 2019,” 
said Rory O’Connor, Director Welfare and Policy. “We launched our 
telephone outreach and befriending services, our entertainment 
programme and our emergency bag drops to help tackle the isolation 
and hardship that came from the first UK lockdown. This grant will 
help us embed these new ways of working into our core welfare 
support and make sure we can respond to calls for help.” 

The project is supported by hundreds of Association volunteers from 
branches and elsewhere. If you or someone you know needs support, 
please call 0800 018 2361.

Alongside the DCMS and National Lottery Community Fund, we would 
also like to thank the Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha Foundation and our 
branches for their continued support of the Emergency Appeal.

Connections For Life
Several RAF Association services that support members of the RAF 
community in their most vulnerable moments have been gathered 
together and brought under one name: Connections for Life.

Since 2015, the Association has provided a befriending scheme, 
where volunteers offer companionship to members of the RAF 
community who are feeling lonely or isolated. In 2020, as a direct 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Project Outreach and Project 
Helpline were also set up as temporary, emergency telephone 
support services.

All three services will now become core services, and have one 
name: Connections for Life. Through it, the Association will offer 
friendship and a supportive shoulder to lean on, regular chats over 
the phone, and support when visiting a new place. Where necessary, 
the service will direct those in need to other welfare services.

Rory O’Connor, Director of Welfare and Policy says: “We’ve always 
looked out for our own, and that will never change. That’s why we’re 
determined to do all we can to make sure no-one feels lonely, isolated 
or left behind. Bringing these services together under the Connections 
for Life banner will allow us to publicise that we’re here to help.”

Keeping Remembrance 
2020 special
The RAF Association invited members to come together to mark 
Remembrance Day 2020 in a unique online service.

Group Captain Del Rowlands, Director of Branch and Membership 
Operations, said: “Lockdown and other COVID restrictions meant it 
was impossible to hold group acts of Remembrance. Association 
members were not able to stand with comrades to commemorate the 
lives of all who made the ultimate sacrifice while serving their country. 

“So we filmed a special service, published the order of service, and broad-
cast it to allow the whole Association to come together on 11 November.”

The service was led by The Venerable (Air Vice-Marshal) John 
Ellis, Chaplain-in-Chief of the Royal Air Force. It was filmed at 
the Air Forces Memorial at Runnymede, where 20,389 airmen 
and women lost on operations from UK and European bases 

News
For members and the wider RAF family

Right: A simple, socially 
distanced service was 
broadcast on 11 November. 
© RAF Association.

during World War Two, and with no known grave, are com-
memorated. The RAF Association dedication was spoken by 
current and veteran RAF personnel from their homes.

Del Rowlands continued: 
“Comradeship is an important 
part of being a member of 
the RAF Association and 
this small act hopefully 
helped many feel united.”

The event was streamed on the 
RAF Association’s Facebook page 
and can be watched again there 
via bit.ly/runnymede20 and the 
Association’s YouTube channel: 
bit.ly/RAFAYouTube.

Project ENTERTAIN has provided 
much needed cheer. © the1940svocalist
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The COVID-19 pandemic, with its associated lockdown, 
has had a dramatic effect on our lives; constraining the 
physical, psychological and societal way of life that we are 
accustomed to. 

I am extremely proud that the RAF Association has 
published the first research into the impact of the virus on the RAF 
community. Some findings have reinforced that which we already 
know: there are high levels of loneliness among us; pressure on 
careers; and many people are facing ongoing underlying physical and 
mental ill health. However, other findings are reassuring: in the best 
tradition of the Royal Air Force, those surveyed are more concerned 
for the physical and mental welfare of others than for themselves.

Our research has found that not everyone is yet aware of the 
wonderful response the RAF Association has made to combat the 
social impact of the virus. I urge you to take the time to find out about 
our Finding it Tough? courses and our Operation CONNECT work, not 
only for yourself but also for someone you may know.

There is definitely more work for our Association to do and it will 
take the ongoing efforts of hundreds and thousands of our members, 
branches and volunteers, supported by our executive, to do it. Thank 
you for your unstinting work in 2020 and for your stalwart support. 

2020 has been a tough year that has made many of us reassess 
our lives. There is greater awareness of the importance of physical 
and mental health above the material world, and a growing 
acknowledgement of the value of kindness and courtesy between 
friends, families, communities and strangers. The influence of our 
families or friends, as they help us to remain physically and mentally 
well, has been heightened. Meanwhile the healing effect of our green 
spaces and the natural world has helped many of us to remain well. 
Therefore, I am pleased to see that this issue will be looking at some of 
the sustainability and environmental projects in the RAF today.

As I write, we are in Lockdown Two in England, with other 
restrictions in place in Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and around 
the world. By working together with kindness we will keep our charity 
robust for perpetuity; by joining together we will resolutely face the 
challenges of 2021.

Please accept my sincere wishes of good luck and good health for 
the challenges of 2021.

Air Marshal Sir Baz North
President

 From the PresidentMembers’ 
update 2020
The update broadcast on Saturday 14 November is available for 
any member to watch: bit.ly/RAFA_Update.
Hosted by Association President Air Marshal Sir Baz North, it 
includes reports from the Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary 
General, presentations of the 2019 Annual Report and Finances 
and a question and answer session at the end of the event.
A special message and report on the Royal Air Force was 
recorded for RAF Association members by Chief of the Air Staff 
Air Chief Marshal Sir Mike Wigston.

Honours and 
recognition
This January, Douglas Leighton of Birmingham Moseley 
Branch has been recognised with an RAF Association National 
Presidential Certificate — for fourteen years of enthusiasm and 
dedication to the branch’s Wings Appeal.
In the Queen’s Birthday Honours announcements, delayed 
until October 2020 by the COVID-19 pandemic, the following 
supporters of the RAF Association were recognised:
Air Chief Marshal Sir Stephen Hillier, who received a Knights 
Grand Cross and Air Chief Marshal Mike Wigston, who became 
a Knights Commander of the Order of the Bath. RAF Association 
ambassador Amrik Singh Sandhu was appointed Deputy 
Lieutenant of Essex and Air Vice-Marshal Chris Elliot, Controller 
of the RAF Benevolent Fund, was made a Companion of Honour 
in the Order of the Bath. Letters of congratulations were sent to 
them all by the Association.

Below: Standing from left: The Association’s Treasurer, Vice-
Chairman, Secretary General and Chairman reporting to 
members at a previous Conference, chaired by (seated) the RAF 
Association President. © Heidi Burton.
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Time capsule preserves 
6,000 tributes in our 
Greatest Salute
Over six thousand messages paying tribute to ‘The Many’ men and 
women who contributed to the outcome of the Battle of Britain have 
been sealed in a time capsule to mark the 80th anniversary of the 
battle’s end.

The Association invited members of the public to document their 
gratitude, so future generations could experience the groundswell of 
appreciation felt by people in 2020.

The tributes, including some from celebrities, were then buried at 
the Association’s Remembrance Garden at the National Memorial 
Arboretum, Staffordshire, in a ceremony on 31 October. The burial 
took place on the 80th anniversary of the last daylight raid in the UK 
by Germany’s Luftwaffe and was also marked with a flypast by the 
Battle of Britain Memorial Flight’s Avro Lancaster. 
 
Heartfelt thanks

The tributes inside the capsule included many from people whose 
family members served, and, in some cases, died, in the RAF during 
the Battle of Britain. Others were written by serving and former RAF 
personnel paying tribute to their predecessors. The majority were 
from members of the public who simply wanted to thank ‘The Many’ 
involved.

One wrote: “Thank you to all the men and women working behind 
the scenes, and whose role in the Battle of Britain has not always 
been recognised. And thank you to the crews of Coastal and Bomber 
Command, including my father, who were taking the fight to the 
enemy at the same time as the crews of Fighter Command were 
defending the skies of Britain.”

Another mentioned that their mother had spent uncomfortable 
nights sheltering under a dining room table at home in London 
while the bombs dropped. They wrote: “Mother recalls clambering 
over bomb wreckage to get to school each morning. The heroes who 

saved them and future 
generations cannot be 
thanked enough.”

Former RAF fast jet 
pilot and ex-England 
rugby international Rory 
Underwood gave his own 
tribute for the capsule. He 
wrote: “I salute every single 
individual who contributed 
to securing victory – 
engineers, operations 
staff, medical personnel 
and postal workers, just to 
name a few. Their incredible 
courage, resilience and 
sacrifice is an example to 
us all, and I can’t thank 
them enough.” 
 

The Few and the Many 
Among those present at the time capsule’s small, socially-distanced 
burial ceremony was Terry Whittaker (83), a member of the RAF 
Association’s Erewash branch in Derbyshire. On behalf of all veterans, 
Terry, who did his National Service with the RAF, paid tribute to 
everyone involved in the battle.

He said: “I salute all those who were involved – ‘The Few’ who flew 

and ‘The Many’ who supported them in this endeavour. Their sacrifices 
were great, but their legacy of freedom was greater.”

Serving personnel were represented at the ceremony by Sergeant 
David and Senior Aircraftman Motriuc, who are based at RAF Cosford. 
Cadet Corporal Manpreet Digpaul from 2070 (Glenfield) Squadron RAF 
Air Cadets joined in via a video link on behalf of the next generation 
of the RAF.

Speaking after the ceremony, the RAF Association’s president, Air 
Marshal Sir Baz North, said: “We don’t know when our time capsule 
will be dug up and opened, but we do know that whoever reads 
these tributes in the future will be bowled over by today’s society’s 
overwhelming gratitude to everyone who contributed to the Battle’s 
hard-won victorious outcome.”

Above: (left to right): Sergeant David, RAF veteran Terry Whittaker and Senior 
Aircraftman Motriuc look on as the time capsule is lowered into the ground 
by Jodi Johnson of the RAF Association and James Tweddle of the National 
Memorial Arboretum. © Philip Nixon, National Memorial Arboretum. Left: Just some 
of the 6,000 messages of appreciation received from the public.  © RAF 
Association. Below: The inscribed time capsule containing almost 6,000 tributes 
to the Battle of Britain’s ‘Many’.  © RAF Association.
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Reunited after 80 years
 
Former RAF mechanic Jeff Brereton (99) was thrilled to be reunited with 
one of the Hurricanes he maintained during the Battle of Britain.
While working as a Flight Mechanic at RAF Croydon, Jeff patched-up 
bullet holes in R4118, which made 49 sorties with 605 Squadron during 
September and October 1940. The aircraft is now the only airworthy 
Hurricane to have been in the battle, and Jeff is the sole survivor from 
the engineering team who nurtured the aircraft through it.

During Battle of Britain week in September, Jeff was shown round 
the aircraft by its owner, James Brown, at the Imperial War Museum 
Duxford. 

“It was absolutely wonderful to see this aircraft again” said Jeff. “She 
looked just as she did back then. James and his team are looking after 
her really well.”

The reunion was organised by the RAF Association after Jeff, who 
is President of our Evesham Branch, was featured in Air Mail's July 
2020 issue. Research for the article led us to James, who immediately 
invited Jeff to Duxford to revisit the aircraft. The reunion was covered 
by BBC and ITV news crews.

Listen to a full interview with James Brown about the reunion and 
about his custodianship of the Hurricane in the RAF Association’s 
Project ENTERTAIN archive. Look for his interview in Week 26 at: 
bit.ly/ProjENT26 

Battle of Britain 80th

Below: “James and his team are looking after her really well,” said Jeff 
Brereton after checking under the cowling.   
© Mark Radford Photography.

Below: Jeff Brereton sharing 
knowledge with current R4118 
owner James Brown (in green 
flying suit) and a colleague. 
© Mark Radford Photography. 

Crook's high standard  
 
Phil Chinery raised more than £700 for the RAF Association as part of 
the ‘Battle of Britain Challenge 80’ appeal. He carried the Crook and 
District Branch standard around 80 laps of Crook marketplace car 
park, a distance of more than 10 miles, to mark 80 years since the end 
of the Battle of Britain.

The former member of the Royal Observer Corps undertook his 
challenge in September as part of the RAF Association’s national 
Challenge 80 appeal. It took him four hours to complete and resulted 
in only one blister.

Phil said: “I paced myself so as not to run out of steam. The support 
from local businesses and 
passers-by on the day was 
outstanding and truly humbled 
me. When I first thought of this 
event I only wanted to raise £80, 
so now to be well over £700 has 
left me speechless.”

He was joining individuals and 
groups across the UK doing their 
own unique challenges to each 
clock-up at least £80-worth of 
sponsorship for the Association 
in the weeks around Battle of 
Britain Day.

To find out more about Phil’s 
challenge visit his JustGiving 
page at: bit.ly/PhilChinery.

Making a splash
 
RAF Association toy ducks autographed by pilots of the Battle of 
Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) have been auctioned on e-Bay to help 
raise funds online for the Association. 

The flock of ducks had starred alongside the heritage aircraft of the 
BBMF for promotional videos and photographs. At the end of the 
photoshoot at RAF Coningsby, the RAF arranged for BBMF pilots to 
sign all of the featured ducks.

Collectors, fun-lovers and Christmas gift-hunters from both the 
public and the BBMF’s huge international following bid for the ducks 
to raise vital funds for the Association.

Four of the BBMF pilots, including their Officer Commanding, 
Squadron Leader Mark ‘Disco’ Discombe AFC, have signed the special 
ducks, which were auctioned in sets of three. Each duck in a set had a 
different autograph.
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Stuffed with good 
wishes and good 
things, RAF Association 
Christmas hampers 
were sent to more 
than 1,000 serving RAF 
personnel on duty on 
Christmas Day and 
New Year’s Day. Now 
in its second year, the 
number of recipients 
has doubled.
   The personnel, who were deployed away from home at UK RAF 
stations, enjoyed edible treats such as Wilkin & Sons jam, Santa 
gingerbread, Rare Tea company breakfast tea, fudge, chocolate, 
chutney and crackers. Their hampers also included torch key rings, a 
Christmas decoration, playing cards, a notebook, an RAF Association 
flask and a spork. And, of course, there was a 2020 RAF Association 
bath duck to help soothe away the stresses of the working day. As 
well as the festive goodies, recipients of the hampers were given 
information about support projects such as Finding It Tough? and 
Navigating Dementia. 

Jodie Richardson from the Association’s welfare team said: “The 
response we had to the delivery of 530 hampers in 2019 was 
overwhelming. We were delighted to be able to help again, and to 
double our support to brighten up the high days and holidays when RAF 
personnel make personal sacrifices to fulfil their duty to their country.”

Christmas cheer grows

Above: As posted on RAF Odiham’s Facebook page, our Christmas boxes 
brought cheer to personnel on duty in 2019 as they put in their shifts to 
keep the RAF going 24/7 © MOD/Crown

RAF Association caseworker Nigel Andrews was one of just three 
people shortlisted for Welfare Caseworker of the Year in the RAF 
Benevolent Fund’s 2020 awards. A virtual ceremony in October 
celebrated and recognised the stand-out contributions made by 
many dedicated individuals, companies and RAF stations. Nigel 
has volunteered as a caseworker with the RAF Association for 
more than 12 years, following a 38-year career in the RAF. His 
visits help beneficiaries navigate grant application processes, as 
well as providing face-to-face consultations which often unearth 
more areas where charities can support people. His home visits 
have had to temporarily change to telephone support during 
the pandemic.

Nigel said: “I became a 
volunteer as a way of using the 
skills I had but it soon became 
infectious. There is great job 
satisfaction. It’s not a lot 
different to being a detective, 
building a case and then 
getting a result.” 

RAFA caseworker 
recognised

Right: Welfare caseworker Nigel 
Andrews, recognised for the 
quality of his support for the 
RAF family for more than 12 
years. © Nigel Andrews.

The RAF Association has run a groundbreaking UK television 
advertising campaign, featuring the story of veteran Clive at its 
heart. The film, which will have been seen by more than 12million 
people, was part of the Association’s “Light up a veteran’s life” 
Christmas appeal. The appeal also included digital advertising and 
communication with members — all set up to help secure funding 
for the Association’s long-term welfare work. It was expected to 
reach a total of 24 million people.

Clive’s story was seen on 43 TV channels between 1 and 30 
December, including ITV3, ITV4, various Sky and BT Sport channels, 
Forces TV, Gold and Film4. 

Clive was a teleprinter operator deployed to RAF Changi in the 
1960s. After a hand injury he was posted back to RAF Bawtry and 
worked in ground signals until the end of the decade. He first got in 
contact with the RAF Association in 2020 when his Liverpool tower 
block was decommissioned after the Grenfell fire. He was one of 
the last residents left, on the 14th floor, and when the COVID-19 
lockdown hit, he struggled to get out for ess entials. The Association 
organised immediate emergency bag drops and also found 
Clive an ex-RAF volunteer who still telephones him regularly. The 
Association’s welfare team helped find him new, sheltered housing, 
where he is now settling in.

As Air Mail went to print, it was too early to report on any results 
from the campaign. But if you missed the advert in December, you 
can see it on YouTube at:  bit.ly/RAFAXmasAd or on the website at
Christmas.rafa.org.uk

Association’s first  Christmas TV appeal

Above: A still from the TV advert, with an actor telling the story of 
Clive’s loneliness and isolation, and how the Association helped 
him through. © RAF Association
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Overcoming everything for London Marathon day
Months of winter training were swept aside by COVID-19 when the 
London Marathon’s April date was postponed to October. Association 
fundraisers had to extend their training by six months, and also had to 
prepare to run the gruelling distance on personal ‘virtual’ routes, with-
out the support of the London crowds. The final blow was the weather, 
with many running in hours of pouring rain and through floods. Head of 
Community Fundraising, Amy Petterson, said: “These wonderful people 
must count as the most determined runners ever. Their grit and their 
determination to overcome all this, get their Virtual London Marathon 
medal and raise funds for us has been astonishing.  Lesser mortals would 
have given up. We salute and thank them all.”  We have shown a few of 
the runners here. Others can be seen on Facebook: @RAFAssociation  

Chef’s taste of wing walking
Above and inset: BBC TV chef Matt Tebbutt described 
the RAF Association’s September wing walking 
experience as: “absolutely incredible; beyond 
anything I expected,” and encouraged others to: 
“put your fears behind you — just go for it,” before 
also recording an endorsement for the Association’s 
Finding It Tough? mental resilience course. Matt found 

the wing walking experience so inspiring that Saturday Kitchen shared 
a video of his flight on the next show. See it yourself on Facebook: 
@RAFAssociation. ©yourdigitalmemories.co.uk.

Above left: 26 miles done. Medal arrived. Time to celebrate the 
achievement. © participant. Above right: Staying warm and happy in the wet 
during the ordeal. © participants 

Fundraising
news

RAFARides ‘goes global’ 
as part of 2021 
fundraising plans
RAFARides 2021 is challenging its 225 
previous cyclists and any new teams to 
“cycle right round the globe”. Targets of 
24,901 miles cycled and £24,901 raised 
have been set and challengers can 
complete their ride in Leicestershire 
or join virtually from anywhere 
in the world – through a Strava 
application. The event will build on 
the phenomenal success of RAFARides 
2020 when highly committed teams 

had to participate virtually because of COVID-19,  Cycling is just one of 
a series of fundraising challenges set up for the year, which includes a 
new duathlon (cycling and running up Helvellyn), wing walking and 
parachuting. The running challenges include national events such as the 
Royal Parks Half Marathon, the Great North Run, and the London Marathon 
(already full), and local events such as half marathons. The challenges are 
launched this month (January), so sign up fast to secure your place. All 
will be set up to be COVID-secure and some may be subject to changes 
depending on government advice at the time of the event.
RAFARides: 5 June 2021, Leicestershire. Or join in virtually from an RAF 
station, living room or anywhere near you.
RAFAFlies: Wing walking on 12 May 2021. 
Parachuting, dates to be confirmed.
RAFAAdventures: including the Helvellyn 
Duathlon in May, June, September or October 
2021, and the Wilt shire White Horse Navigator 
Challenge.
RAFARuns:  various dates in April, September 
and October 2021, with more to be included in 
the programme.

For a the details you could want to know, 
confirmed dates and how to sign up, visit: 
rafa.org.uk/get-involved/events

Above: Whatever your ability, try one of our 2021 fundraisers. Above right: 
RAFARides teams crossing the 2019 finishing line.
Both images © yourdigitalmemories.co.uk
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First study of COVID impact on RAF community
A research study involving 1,516 members of the RAF Association 
has shown high levels of resilience and compassion within the RAF 
community, but also significant issues around isolation.

The Association’s findings were published in October after the 
first survey in the UK into the impact of COVID-19 on the RAF 
community. Results showed that while physical resilience in the 
face of the virus was relatively high, almost a third of the people 
who completed the survey were classified as ‘lonely’. Seven per cent 
of respondents reported not having a meaningful conversation 
with anyone for seven days or more. And while only 12 per cent 
of respondents said they were worried about finances, those who 
were concerned said employment prospects, savings and the 
impact on their family were the most worrying.

Dr Prema Nirgude, Head of Evaluation and Research at the RAF 
Association said: “Most interestingly, all groups in the survey 
showed more concern for their family and friends’ physical and 
mental health than they did for their own during the pandemic. 26 
per cent were concerned about their own mental health compared 
to 44 per cent concerned about their family’s or friends’ mental 
health. The results suggest that the respondents are able to adapt 
to troubling times and function successfully throughout adversity, 
perhaps because of their training and experience in the RAF.” 

Rory O’Connor, Director of Welfare and Policy at the 
Association said: “Based on this evidence, the report makes eight 
recommendations and suggests 22 ways the Association can 
make a difference to the RAF community while the pandemic 
continues. So we will continue our services to reach out to combat 
loneliness and provide casework support for those who have 
physical or mental ill health, are disabled, isolated, or with caring 
responsibilities. We will continue to help access funds for people 
struggling financially, and consider how to keep people better 
connected. And we’ll continue our efforts to reach those who don’t 
yet know of our existing support. In addition to our caseworking 
services, our new projects such as the Finding It Tough? training 
for mental wellbeing and our Operation CONNECT outreach, 
befriending, bag drops and entertainment projects will go a long 
way to help. “

More information on the help available for you, your RAF friends 
or your family can be found on our website rafa.org.uk, by calling 
0800 018 2361, or by emailing enquiries@rafa.org.uk.

A full version of the research, How has the RAF community 
experienced COVID-19? Research and Evaluation Study, can be 
obtained from prema.nirgude@rafa.org.uk.

Main image: A transmission electron microscope image showing SARS-
CoV-2, also known as 2019-nCoV, the virus that causes COVID-19. 

© NIAI D-RML via Wikimedia Commons.

Serving personnel based 
at RAF Scampton, their 
families and contractors 
now have a more 
comfortable place to relax 
while off duty thanks to 
the Association.

The RAF Association 
has helped fund the 
refurbishment of the 
Whole Force Café at 
the station. It has also 

provided Sky TV for Control and Reporting Centre personnel who 
have been detached from RAF Boulmer since September 2020. 
Speaking of the donations, Station Commander, Wing Commander 
Neill Atkins said: “RAF Scampton is extremely proud of its Whole Force 
community, and the refurbishment of the café is a fantastic example 
of a collaborative project that will benefit everyone. It will provide a 
much improved modern facility that will allow personnel and families 

Connect and chill at new Scampton café

Above: The opening of the Whole Force 
Café. © MOD/Crown. 

to relax and socialise, and give them increased flexibility in what and 
when they eat.  “While the initiative came from our brilliant Junior 
Ranks’ committee, none of this would have been possible without 
the extremely generous donations received from charities including 
the Association. With their support we are able to make a genuine 
difference for our service, civilian and contractor personnel, and 
their families.”

Group Captain Del Rowlands, the Association’s Director of Branch 
and Membership Operations commented: “Having somewhere to 
relax and socialise while off duty and during breaks is important for 
maintaining good social connections, which in turn has benefits for 
mental health. The RAF Association was pleased to be able to support 
everyone at Scampton with a contribution towards refurbishing the 
Whole Force Café.

“Funding Sky TV for those on Op ASKER will give on-duty personnel 
the ability to come away from the operating console and switch off. 
We understand this is especially helpful for those working nights, 
which can lead to demotivation and possibly affect the operational 
effectiveness of the mission.
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The Association’s membership cards are being updated to help reduce 
costs. As a result, they will also be greener.

The 30,000 cards issued each year for new and renewing members 
will no longer be solid plastic ‘credit card-style' cards made of PVC 
(polyvinyl chloride). The change of materials will save the Association 
thousands of pounds every 12 months.

The new cards will be made of paper from Forestry Stewardship 
Council (FSC)-approved sources, laminated with PET (polyethylene 
terephthalate) for durability.

As a result, a higher percentage of membership funds will be able to 
be directed towards the Association’s critical welfare support work.

The Association will continue to look for cheaper and greener 
alternatives for the cards and is pleased that, while they still can’t be 
recycled, the new cards are less harmful to the environment. Each new 
card contains considerably less plastic than the solid five gramme PVC 
cards. The new PET is also inert in the waste system and in incinerators 
and it does not contain the chlorine, phthalates, lead and cadmium 
additives found in PVC. As a result of the changeover, the Association 
expects to see PVC reduction of 150kg a year.

New membership cards will save thousands of 
pounds and be kinder to the planet. © RAF Association.

Our unbreakable bond
Your membership is more important than ever to help others keep 
their independence, dignity and freedom. 

It's been quite a year. By standing shoulder-to-shoulder with other 
members, you can help make sure that every vulnerable member of the 
RAF community receives the practical and emotional support they need.

Given that this edition of Air Mail will be falling through post boxes 
in January, we thought it was a useful reminder to please not let your 
membership lapse. The grace period for the lapsing is one month, 
so your membership will cease if the subscription has not been paid 
within the month after it is due. 

Joined before 1 January 2017? Your annual subscription will be 
due on the first day of January in each year. 

Joined after 1 January 2017? Your annual subscription will be due 
on the anniversary of your joining. 

Ways to pay when your renewal is due. There are several ways to 
renew, including: online via the link provided in the renewal letters; 
returning the paper form on the back of your renewal letter by post; on 
the Members’ Portal; or by speaking to a member of our helpful team 
who will be delighted to assist – simply call free on 0800 018 2361.

However you choose to renew, thank you for sharing an unbreakable 
bond with the RAF Association that will last a lifetime.

Membership cards save money

Above right and below: By standing shoulder-to-shoulder with other 
members, you can help. © MOD/Crown 2016

Subscriptions 
Following Council’s two-yearly review of membership fees, and as 
reported in the July 2020 edition of Air Mail, subscriptions have risen 
slightly. This increase is in line with the Retail Price Index and will 
help ensure that funds are directed towards the welfare support and 
friendship we provide to the RAF community – especially critical at 
this moment of challenge. 

Membership Type 2021 – 2022
Fee (£)

Ordinary 24.50

Ordinary 4 Year (legacy membership) 92.00

Associate 1 Year 17.00  

Associate 4 Year (legacy membership) 66.00

Associate 1 Year with no Air Mail 13.00

Associate 4 Year with no Air Mail 
(legacy membership)

52.00
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Commissioned by the RAF Administrative
Apprentices' Association, AWARD is proud
to issue the Royal Air Force Apprentices'
Commemorative Medal 1920 - 1993, to
mark the centenary of the Royal Air Force
Apprentice Training Scheme and to 
honour the vital and exemplary role
played by ex-apprentices, as the Royal Air
Force faced the challenges of new 
technologies and sophisticated 
procedures, throughout most of the 20th
century. Many of these young men, who
came to be regarded as the backbone of
the Royal Air Force, gave their lives in
service for their country, both on the
ground and in the air, and their 
contribution will never be forgotten.

www.awardmedals.com
Apply for the medal or send for a catalogue and details of our medal services:

AWARD (Dept AM22), PO Box 300, Shrewsbury SY5 6WP, UK
Tel: 01952 510053 Email: info@awardmedals.com

Proud supporters of 
Veteran Groups and 

Charities for over 30 years.

Eligibility
The medal is available to all who successfully
completed a RAF apprentice training course,
under the RAF Apprentice Training Scheme,
preparatory to commencing adult service in

the Royal Air Force.

SPECIAL OFFER
Personalised Medal Presentation Set
Featuring an engraved full-size medal, 
a miniature medal and matching ribbon
brooch bar displayed in an attractive case 
personalised with your details as engraved on
the medal.
Save £23.50 on the individual prices.

The Medal
Obverse: The obverse bears the Royal Air
Force badge, minted on a 28mm (1.1”)
nickel-silver plated and highly polished
medallion which is set in a 36mm, 24 carat
gold-plated medal.

Reverse: The reverse of the polished medal
features the Royal Air Force Apprentice
Wheel badge, depicting a four propped 
propeller proudly worn by generations of
apprentices, surrounded by the words
ROYAL AIR FORCE APPRENTICES and the
years 1920 - 1993 when the Royal Air Force
Apprentice Training Scheme was in force.

Ribbon: The ribbon incorporates an 
amalgam of hatband colours generally
worn by RAF Apprentices during their 
period of training at a Royal Air Force 
Apprentice Training School.

Medal Engraving: Your apprentice service
number rank, name & initials and service
can be engraved on the edge of your medal.

ANNOUNCING
Royal Air Force Apprentices’ Commemorative Medal

1920 - 1993

Individually Engraved Clasps: Specially 
engraved clasps (max of 20 characters) 
designed to match the finish of the medal
highlight the details of your service.

Award RAF Apprentices Medal - Air Mail Magazine_Award RAF Watch - Booking reference 16165 - Air Mail  10/12/2020  15:41  Page 1
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RAF AVIATOR
GENUINE LEATHER JACKET

A N  O F F I C I A L LY  L I C E N S E D  M A R K E T - F I R S TA N  O F F I C I A L LY  L I C E N S E D  M A R K E T - F I R S T

Available in men’s sizes:
M (38”-40”)

L (42”-44”)

XL (46”-48”)

XXL (50”-52”)

Detachable faux shearling collar

PAY NOTHING NOW
ORDER FORM

YES! Please order __  (Qty) of the RAF AVIATOR GENUINE LEATHER 
MEN’S JACKET for me as described in this advertisement.

Please Respond Promptly
To: The Bradford Exchange, PO Box 653, Stoke-on-Trent ST4 4RA

Please tick the size(s) required:
M L XL XXL

(38-40) (42-44) (46-48) (50-52)

Just over one hundred years ago, King George V authorised the creation of a new branch of 
the British military, in response to the developing necessity for air power in warfare. Formed by 
merging the aviation branches of the Royal Navy and British Army, the Royal Air Force has since 
proven to be a leading aviation military force, playing a critical role in defence and peacekeeping 
operations – from the Battle of Britain to aerobatic displays of the Red Arrows. 

Commemorate the service of this global organisation with a market-fi rst. Offi cially licensed 
by the RAF, the RAF Aviator Genuine Leather Men’s Jacket is exclusive to The Bradford Exchange.

FEATURING MAP LINING, GENUINE LEATHER
AND EMBROIDERED PATCHES

The handcrafted and durable brown genuine leather edition is fully lined with a design featuring 
a reproduction of a section from a WWII silk escape map, originally intended to provide military 
personnel with safe routes to travel from occupied enemy territory to neutral Switzerland. The 
exterior showcases distinguished insignia patches, including a golden Royal Air Force Pilots’ 
Wings Brevet on the chest, and both a Union fl ag emblem and the Royal Air Force heraldic 
badge on the sleeves. The motto: ‘Per Ardua Ad Astra’ (Through Adversity to the Stars) is depicted. 
The styling includes a detachable faux-shearling collar, two front zip breast pockets and two 
slanted front zip pockets with fl aps.

AN EXCEPTIONAL VALUE AND A FREE MAP – ORDER YOURS TODAY!

This leather jacket is accompanied by a Certifi cate of Authenticity and a FREE reproduced 
WWII escape map in addition to our 120-day guarantee.  Available in men’s sizes M to XXL (M, 
L, XL, XXL), it is available for just 5 interest-free instalments of £59.99 – that’s only £299.95 
(plus £9.99 S&S)*. Pay nothing now – complete and return your Priority Order Form today.

www.bradford.co.uk/rafaviatorjacket
FASTEST WAY TO ORDER

or call our 24hr hotline on 0333 003 0019
and quote reference code 391311 Order Ref:391311

Name (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)

Address

Postcode                         Telephone

Mobile

Email Address

(PLEASE PRINT)

Complete today or Call 0333 003 0019

Accompanied 
by a FREE 

reproduced 
WWII 

escape map

Two zippered
front breast pockets

Genuine leather, and fully-lined 
with WWII escape map design:

Expertly embroidered 
emblems include:

RAF Heraldic Badge RAF Pilots’ Wings Brevet

426-MIC02.01

Applicants must be aged 18 or over. Please note, we may 
contact you via mail, email and mobile with information 
about your reservation. For details of our privacy policy, 
please go to www.bradford.co.uk/privacypolicy or contact 
us at the above address or phone number.
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100th birthdays
William ‘Billy’ Boyce
Working at a shipyard in Belfast when the Second World War broke 
out, Billy joined the RAF and became an aircraft electrical technician. 
He soon met his future wife, Jean, while stationed in Scotland. The pair 
married as the war was ending and went on to have three children. 
Following demob in 1947, Billy and Jean settled in Northern Ireland 
where Billy transferred his electrical skills to civvy street. 

When Jean passed away in 1998, Billy became an active member 
of Carrickfergus Branch, bolstering Wings Appeal collections and 
ensuring high turnouts at many Brew for the Few events — through 
force of personality alone. Billy celebrated his 100th birthday in 
November 2020 at a small celebration with family and the branch.

Arthur Leonard Evans
Arthur Evans celebrated his 100th birthday in September 2020. Born 
in the Rhondda Valleys in 1920, Arthur served in the RAF from 1939 to 

1945. Most of his time 
in WWII was spent in 
the Far East working 
as an engine fitter 
on Liberator aircraft 
with 160 Squadron. In 
addition to the Burma 
Star, he was awarded 
the Africa Star, the 
Defence Medal and the 
War Medal.

Just three weeks 
after coming home 
from the war, 
Arthur married his 
sweetheart, Myra. 
In 1946 Arthur took 
a job with BOAC, 
where he started as 
an engine fitter and 
ended as workshop 
manager before 

retiring in 1980. 
Arthur lives by the mantra ‘you’re never too old to start’. This outlook 

on life saw his family buy him flying lessons for his 70th birthday and 
within a few lessons he was piloting a four-seater Piper aircraft. 

In retirement, Arthur set up a neighbourhood watch in his 
community and sat on the local crime prevention panel. On his 90th 
birthday he was named Community Safety Volunteer of the year by 
South Wales Police. Arthur still lives independently in his own house, 
with daily assistance from his daughter and granddaughters. He has 
been a lifelong follower of Pontypridd Rugby Football Club, and is 
officially their oldest supporter.

Freda Lee
In August 2020, members of Plymouth Branch were pleased to attend 
– following all due precautions – the 100th birthday of Freda Lee 
in the grounds of her nursing home. Freda was presented with an 
engraved certificate by Branch President, Group Captain Rick Colver, 
to mark the occasion. 

Freda joined the RAF in 1941 as a telephonist and rose to the 
rank of Warrant Officer, eventually retiring in the late 1970s. Freda’s 
postings were many and varied, spending a long period during her 
early working life in the Far East, as well as several postings elsewhere 
around the globe. After a long and productive career, Freda embarked 
on a full time second career with the Women’s Royal Voluntary Service, 

working tirelessly within Derriford hospital for many years. Freda’s 
family also presented her with an impressive professionally bound 
book of photographs of her career and family, some of which she 
hadn’t seen in many years.

Hilda ‘Penny’ Penfold
Penny Penfold celebrated her 100th birthday in October 2020 at home 
with her daughter Sheena and her grandchildren Sam and Ross. Born 
in Newhaven, East Sussex, she joined the WAAF in 1941 where her 
first posting was to RAF Bridgnorth for basic training. She then went 
to RAF Bridlington for an Equipment Assistant course. Postings to RAF 
Mildenhall, Lakenheath, Waterbeach and Wratting Common followed 
before her demob in February 1946. (Do you remember Penny from 
your own WAAF days? If so, see Notices on p.64).

Penny Penfold. © Sheena MacLean.

Arthur Evans. © Steve Jones.

William ‘Billy’ Boyce © Family archive.

Arthur Evans. © Steve Jones.
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Stories of valour 

carried out around the clock in Gloucestershire 
and Wiltshire.

The GC was instituted by George VI on 
24 September 1940 specifically for men 
such as Charlton. Always intended to be 
on a par with the Victoria Cross (VC), the 
GC was awarded “for acts of the greatest 
heroism or for most conspicuous courage in 
circumstances of extreme danger" that were 
not in the presence of the enemy.

Unsurprisingly, considering his relentless 
bravery, Charlton was one of the earliest 
recipients of the GC. His award was announced 
in The London Gazette on 21 January 1941 
when his citation stated: 

“Flight Lieutenant Charlton is responsible 
for all work in connection with enemy bombs 
in an area comprising the greater part of 
two counties. Both by day and night, during 
recent months, he has dealt with some 200 
unexploded bombs. He has successfully 
undertaken many dangerous missions with 
undaunted and unfailing courage.”

Given the quantity and quality of dangerous 
devices that he tackled, Charlton was given 
the nickname ‘Bombs’. However, in the months 
after his GC was announced, he was too busy 
to attend his investiture.

In March 1941, he left for a Far East posting 
in Singapore, where his first task was to travel 
to China to study Japanese bombs and mines, 
with a view to learn how best to defuse them.

Some of his contemporaries were 
in no doubt of the value of his 
expert work. Major Arthur 
Hogben wrote: “Charlton 
was able to organise an 
extremely successful 
visit to the interior of 
China. He brought back 
with him a wide range 
of bomb fuzes removed 
from unexploded 
Japanese bombs. He was 
also able to arrange for a 
number of Japanese bombs to 
be delivered to Singapore.”

Charlton moved on to Java 
where he was responsible for 
organising bomb disposal 
squads. However, in 1942 he 
was captured by the enemy, 
in circumstances that are not 
clear. He was then held as a 
PoW in Java from 1942 to 1945. 
Given the brutal treatment 
of the Japanese to its PoWs, 
Charlton did well to survive his 
three years in captivity.

At one point, however, 
Charlton and 12 others 
managed to escape and 
they lived in the jungle for 
four months before being 
recaptured. At the end of the 
Second World War in 1945 he 
was released and, eventually, 
reunited with his wife 
and daughter.

Charlton finally received 
his GC from George VI in an 
investiture at Buckingham 
Palace on 11 December 
1945. The event took place 
more than five years after 
the actions for which he had 
been awarded the GC.

Charlton remained in the RAF after the war 
and, in 1946, he was promoted to temporary 

squadron leader, working from 1946 to 
1948 at Command Bomb Disposal 

(UK), 5134 Squadron. From 
1948 to 1950, he worked as 

an armament officer with 
22 Group.

He was invalided from 
the RAF, while still in the 
rank of squadron leader, 
on 7 October 1952. He 

and his wife were unable 
to find somewhere to live, 

leading to one newspaper 
headline that read: “G.C. bomb 

hero has no home.”

Charlton died in Queen Mary’s Hospital, 
Roehampton, Surrey, on 12 May 1953, aged 
46. Along with other decorated bomb disposal 
officers, he is commemorated at RAF Wittering, 
Cambridgeshire.

I have had a near-lifelong interest in bravery 
since I was a small boy and my father, Eric, told 
me of his experiences as a young lieutenant 
taking part in the D-Day landings on Sword 
Beach on June 6 1944.

Gradually, my interest in bravery grew and 
grew. Courage is a truly wonderful quality 
yet it is so difficult to understand. You can’t 
accurately measure it, you can’t bottle it and 
you can’t buy it, yet those who display it are, 
quite rightly, looked up to by others and are 
admired by society.

Wiser – and braver – men than me have 
struggled to comprehend gallantry and what 
makes some individuals risk – and sometimes 
lose – their lives for a comrade, for their 
monarch, for their country or even to help a 
complete stranger.

The late Brigadier The Right Honourable 
Sir John ‘Jackie’ Smyth, Baronet, VC, MC, was 

PoW in Java from 1942 to 1945. 

Charlton did well to survive his 

Second World War in 1945 he 
was released and, eventually, 

the actions for which he had 

“Courage is a 
truly wonderful 
quality yet it is 
so difficult to 
understand.”

Above: Mr and Mrs Charlton finally get to 
Buckingham Palace. Wilson and Alice pictured 
outside the gates on the day of his investiture. 
© IWM/Lummis files.

Below left: Flight Lieutenant Wilson 'Bombs' 
Charlton’s medal group, with his George Cross far 
left. It was bought at auction in 2012 to be part of 
the Lord Ashcroft Collection at the Imperial War 
Museum, London. © Lord Ashcroft Medal Collection.
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Stories of valour

I
n the long and illustrious history 
of the George Cross (GC), few 
men have done more to earn 
the prestigious award than 

Wilson 'Bombs' Charlton. Not only 
did he deal with an estimated 
200 unexploded bombs in just 
two months but, after his GC was 
announced, he also showed great 
courage as a prisoner of war. 

The son of a chemist, Wilson 
Hodgson Charlton, was born on 
9 April 1907 in Lanchester, County 
Durham. He was the elder son of 
Matthew and Catherine Hodgson, 
who had been married the 
previous year and the couple also 
went on to have two daughters. 
As a baby of less than a month 
old, Wilson was baptized at St 
Peter’s Church, Sacriston, County 
Durham, on 8 May 1907.

Charlton joined the RAF in 1925, 
aged just 18. After training in the 
Armament Branch, he underwent 
a pilot’s course and later joined 
25 Fighter Squadron based at 

Above: Flight Lieutenant Wilson Charlton. 
© Imperial War Museum.

Left: Made safe. Charlton (left) with recently 
defused ordnance. During the early stages of The 
Blitz he was defusing more than three bombs a 
day. © IWM/Lummis files.

Hawkinge, Kent.
In 1932, while based at RAF Worthy Down 

in Hampshire, Charlton married Alice Walter. 
The ceremony took place at Christ Church, 
Folkestone, Kent, and the couple went on to 
have a daughter, Sheila Marion, who was born 
on 7 September 1938.

In 1934, Charlton had attended a senior 
armament instructors’ course at Eastchurch, 
Kent, and an anti-gas course at Porton, 
Wiltshire. After the outbreak of the Second 
World War in September 1939, he was chosen 
for special duty bomb disposal work. 

Incredibly, during September and October 
1940, at the start of the Blitz, Charlton dealt 
with some 200 unexploded bombs at an 
average of more than three bombs every 
day. It was hazardous and challenging work 

In January 1941, Flight Lieutenant 
Wilson Charlton was awarded the 
George Cross for disposing of more 
than 200 unexploded bombs – a rate 
of more than three every day. But he 
was too busy to attend his investiture 
for another five years. On the 80th 
anniversary of his award, Lord Ashcroft
tells Charlton’s story – and how his own 
fascination with bravery germinated 
and grew.

Cold 
Courage
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the founder, first chairman, and, later, the 
President of the Victoria Cross and George 
Cross Association.

With typical wisdom, he once wrote: “Who 
can say whether it takes more courage to 
attack an angry bull elephant with a spear, 
than to disarm a very sensitive mine, or to 
have your toenails pulled out and still disclose 
nothing, or to dive into a burning aircraft to 
try to pull out members of the crew when 
the rescuer was well aware that the plane 
was carrying bombs which might explode at 
any moment.”

I have an admiration for spur of the moment 
courage, perhaps when a soldier runs into no-
man’s land to rescue a wounded friend even 
though he is aware he might be shot.

Yet, I have an even bigger respect for what 
I call ‘cold’, or premeditated, courage as 
displayed by the likes of Squadron Leader 
Wilson ‘Bombs’ Charlton. Time and again, these 
bomb disposal experts are sent to deal with 
suspect devices that will kill or maim if they 
make the wrong call.

In 2012, to my delight, I was invited by the 
Felix Fund, a charity that I support, to 
join Improvised Explosive Device 
Disposal (IEDD) operators on 
a training day at a disused 
quarry in deepest Somerset.

Under grey skies and in 
driving rain, I was given a 
fascinating insight into the 
work of the eight-strong 
team of volunteers from 11 
EOD (Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal) Regiment.

I soon realised that black 
humour was the order of the 
day: these were men who had seen 

or heard about their 
friends and comrades 
being blown to pieces 

in theatres such as 
Afghanistan and Iraq.
Warrant Officer Tony 

Kelly, then aged 38, and 
already a veteran of two 

decades in trouble-spots, told me 
he preferred to defuse large rather than small 
devices. He explained that if one of the former 
detonates “you are not going to feel a thing” 
(in death) but if one of the latter goes off, you 
are likely to wake up in hospital minus one or 
more limbs.

Long ago I decided that even if I, and 
others, cannot fully understand bravery, we 
should nevertheless embrace it, treasure it 
and champion it. Over the years my passion 
for courage transformed itself into one for 

gallantry medals. Such decorations, many 
awarded posthumously, are the tangible 
record of an individual’s service and courage.

Shortly after my 40th birthday in 1986, 
I bought a VC that I intended as a one-off 
purchase. Soon I became determined to build 
a collection. Today it amounts to more than 
200 VCs and 30 GCs, all of which are on display 
at the Lord Ashcroft Gallery at the Imperial War 
Museum, along with VCs and GCs that were 
already in the care of the museum.

I am delighted to say that this collection 
includes the medal group awarded to Wing 
Commander Wilson ‘Bombs’ Charlton GC, 
which I purchased at auction in December 
2012. 

I feel immensely privileged to be the 
custodian of the gallantry and service medals 
of a man who has every right to be regarded 
as ‘the bravest of the brave’. AM

Lord Ashcroft KCMG PC is a businessman, philanthropist, author and 
pollster. For information about his work, visit www.lordashcroft.
com. His six books on gallantry include George Cross Heroes (www.
georgecrossheroes.com). Follow him on Twitter and Facebook: 
@LordAshcroft.

“I have an 
even bigger 

respect for what 
I call ‘cold’, or 

premeditated, 
courage.”

Above: Lord Ashcroft learns of the nerves needed for modern day bomb 
disposal. © Lord Ashcroft.

Left: Lord Ashcroft: “Even if I, and others, cannot fully understand 
bravery, we should nevertheless embrace it.”  © Lord Ashcroft.
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Here, she was given the codename ‘Monique’ 
instead of her real name, Henriette. She has 
used her wartime moniker ever since.

What was her individual impact on the Allied 
war effort? Sometimes, it is best for others 
to put the deeds of the wartime generation 
into words. And for Monique, that 
honour belongs to Retired 
Air Commodore John 
Maas, who travelled to 
Belgium on behalf of 
the Royal Air Forces 
Association’s Belgian 
Branch to deliver a 
100th birthday cake. 
“Monique bringing 
that many aviators 
back to re-join the 
fight had a huge 
impact,” he explains. “The 
idea there were people out 
there to help if you were shot 
down was simply phenomenal 
for morale.”

Before the Nazis invaded her village and 
the British escapees wandered into her family 
home, Monique Hanotte’s life was like any 
rural Belgian girl. As well as the hotel business, 
her family had a small farm where she and her 
younger brother helped tend to the livestock.

The village of Rumes was a key staging post, 
situated only a mile or so from the border 
with France, split by a railway line and dotted 
with custom posts. It was the perfect place for 
a resistance cell. And Monique, a diminutive 
teenage girl in a bonnet and skirt, was to 
prove the perfect operative.

As a youngster, she attended the local school 
in the French town of Bachy just over the 
border, and travelled every day on foot. She 
was a regular sight to the customs officials and 
knew every secret path snaking through the 
hedgerows. “For me, there was no border,” she 
says. “I went backwards and forwards across it 
every day.”

From that first visit in 1940, the Hanotte 
part of the Comet Line network was up and 
running by 1942. Generally, the airmen would 
arrive by train and come to the nine-room 
family hotel opposite. Monique’s mother, 
Georgette, would cook the men a meal and 
then spend the next few days teaching them 
to properly pronounce the new Francophone 
names they had been given on their 
counterfeit paperwork. They were also given 
scraps from German magazines to make them 
appear more authentic.

After two or three days, they were given 
their final documents and a sandwich, and 

then it was down 
to Monique to help 

them on their way. 
Sometimes, she says, 

it was straight-forward; 
walking the airmen six miles 

or so through 
the patchwork of 

fields to hand them over 
to the next operative. If 
possible, she would pick 
a route that avoided the 
custom posts – and German 
pillboxes – which were 
situated around the village 
and can still be seen today.

If she did come across 
an official, she would 
pretend the men were 
new boyfriends. “You had 
to think on your feet,” 
she says. “There were 
German soldiers all along 
the border.”

Often, though, she was 
required to travel further 
afield, accompanying 
the men on buses and 
trains to Lille and Paris. 
She recalls one of many 
close encounters when 
she and two British 
airmen were travelling 
in a first-class carriage 
to Paris. At one stop, a 
Nazi officer walked in 
and asked to borrow 
one of the German 
newspapers the airmen 
were pretending to 
read. “I quickly gave 
him mine instead so 
they wouldn’t have to 
speak,” Monique says. 

“It was a very scary moment.”
Normally, once at the Gare du Nord in Paris, 

Monique would hand over the airmen to a 
resistance contact and return back home, but 
sometimes she would stay over in a safe house 
– on the fourth floor of an apartment block on 

Right: The old hotel in Rumes owned by Monique 
and her family.  © Paul Grover.
Below: Monique Hanotte in her wartime uniform.  
© Family photograph.

I was trying 
to protect my 

family and they 
were trying to 

protect me

custom posts – and German 
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M
onique Hanotte was 19 years 
old in May 1940, when two men 
walked into her family’s hotel in 
the Belgian village of Rumes and 

her life changed forever. It was a fortnight after 
Germany had invaded Belgium, and the men – 
a pair of officers from the British Expeditionary 
Force – had become separated during the 
retreat towards Dunkirk.

They pleaded with Monique’s father, a First 
World War veteran, and mother to help them 
get over the French border, just a mile or so 
away, and evade capture. They dressed the 
men as coal merchants and walked them past 
the customs post and into France.

Those officers would prove the first of nearly 
140 Allied airmen Monique’s family would 
rescue over the ensuing years. And, from that 
point on, it was Monique herself who would 
walk with them over the border or accompany 

As a teenage Belgian spy, 
Monique walked 140 airmen 
to freedom during WWII. As 
the RAF Association’s Belgian 
Branch helped Monique 
celebrate her 100th birthday, 
she talked to Joe Shute
about why she risked her life 
to save Allied soldiers as part 
of the Comet Line resistance.

Monique 
Hanotte 

them on trains to Paris and Lille. Each time she 
did so, she placed herself and her family in 
mortal danger, risking torture and being sent 
to a concentration camp.

One day shortly after the Dunkirk evacuation 
a member of MI9, the War Office department 
tasked with assisting Allied airmen shot 
down over Europe to get home, arrived at 
the Hanotte residence and politely enquired 
over coffee whether they would lend their 
daughter to the British Intelligence agencies. 
Monique became one of the most prolific 
members of the Belgian resistance network 
known as the Comet Line, which saved more 
than 800 airmen and soldiers from captivity 
during the Second World War.

Monique turned 100 in summer 2020 and 
she is one of the last surviving witnesses 
to the extraordinary bravery of Comet Line 
members. Just half a dozen or so are still 

Above: Monique Hanotte just after her 100th 
birthday. © Paul Grover.

alive. The average time between signing up 
as a member of the Comet Line and being 
captured by the Nazis was just three months. 
But just after her 100th birthday, sitting in her 
apartment with her medals – including an MBE 
– pinned to a nearby cushion and surrounded 
by birthday cards, Monique bats away any 
praise. “It was our natural instinct to help,” she 
says (in our socially distanced interview).

A master of secrecy, her reticence remains 
drilled into her after all these years. Such 
was her skill for evasion that she was later 
recruited by the British intelligence agencies 
and taken to England, where she was trained 
up as an operative with the Special Operations 
Executive (known as Churchill’s secret army, 
which waged war behind enemy lines).

Monique 
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Rue Rochechouart. On one day in 1944, she 
headed to the apartment but discovered the 
Paris network had been arrested. Monique had 
been denounced by a Belgian collaborator.

The British spymasters decided to bring her 
in. She was ordered to follow the same escape 
route taken by the airmen, over the Pyrenees 
and into Spain and then Gibraltar, where she 
was flown back to London. She was taken 
to the Royal Patriotic School – an MI9-run 
clearing centre for newly arrived immigrants 
– and then on to Manchester, where she was 
trained to be a secret agent and parachutist. 
A picture from the time shows Monique in 
the uniform of the Auxiliary Territorial Service 
complete with her parachutist wings (which 
she regretfully admits she has now lost).

She was trained up to drop into the 
Ardennes counteroffensive, but was never 
sent and remained in England. This remains 
a source of great regret to Monique as she 
was not in Belgium when it was liberated in 

September 1944.
She remained in England until the end of 

the war. She recalls joining in the VE Day 
celebrations in London in May 1945, before 
being driven back to her village by the British 
for an emotional reunion with her parents.

Despite having saved so many lives, she says 
there is not a single airmen that stands out in 
her mind today – although, after the war, she 
and her parents received numerous invitations 
to wedding receptions of British airmen they 
had saved.

During the war, she had a lover who was 
a Belgian border guard, and in 1945, they 
married, having two children together.

With the benefit of 75 years of hindsight, 
Monique remains insistent that she didn’t do 
anything out of the ordinary. “I was trying to 
protect my family and they were trying to 
protect me,” she says. The strength of such a 
bond is enough to bring down even the most 
powerful of enemies.

This article is reproduced here by kind 
permission of The Daily Telegraph. 

Left: Map of escape line routes, including those used 
by the Comet Line (in red), to smuggle allied airmen 
out of Nazi-occupied Europe during WWII.  © Public 
domain, created by the United States Air Force..

“The idea 
there were 

people out there to 
help [airmen] shot 
down was simply 
phenomenal for 

morale”

Above: Monique Hanotte with her wartime medals. 
© Paul Grover.

24    AIR MAIL  JANUARY - MARCH 2021



Environment

This Net Zero 40 
initiative sits within 
‘Astra’ — the name 
the RAF has given 
to its journey to the 
‘Next Generation RAF’ 
— and is a five-layer 
plan, that is simple and 
all encompassing.

Layer one: the concept
“We have described how we see 
the RAF in 2040 in as much detail as 
possible. It’s difficult to know what technology 
we will be using. Will there be mobile phones 
as we know them today, embedded data 
chips, autonomous surgery, hypersonic travel? 
There’s a lot we don’t know,” he said. “But we 
do know that a lot of our RAF equipment 
has life way beyond that time; like the new 
F35-B Lightning aircraft which has an out of 
service date of 2068. So, much of what we’re 
going to be using is known, but how we want 
to power that it is going to change, and we 
are collaborating closely with other aviation 
sectors to achieve common sustainable 
aviation imperatives.

“We want to be operating more in the data 
and digital environment, through artificial 
intelligence, connectivity and cyber. We will 
also be migrating to space, as well as being 
in the air-breathing atmosphere. Part of 
this includes operating fewer aircraft types. 
And of these we want to be operating more 
autonomous aircraft – un-crewed – than now. 
And we want to shift to synthetics [simulators] 
for a better training balance. All this means 
we will be flying less aircraft for training 

and burning fewer 
hydrocarbons while 
meeting the military 
readiness needs. 
We also want less 
infrastructure and 
to have more that is 

zero-rated.”
“We need to change 

our processes and 
accelerate them. Our 

ongoing Project Mosquito, 
the loyal wingman autonomous 

drone (we know this title is not in line 
with our shift to non-gendered language 
and we are open to suggestions to change 
this) is moving from paper to plane in this 
Parliament1. 

“That’s quite fast. But our next big 
surveillance drone – the Protector - is flying 
now and will be in service in the next two 
to three years. These changes are coming 
quickly and will help demonstrate physical 
parts of the strategy. Astra is about making 
real things happen and quickly, it’s not about 
unrealisable dreams.”

Layer two: people and places
Air Marshal Turner also talked about looking at 
human resources, pensions, pay, places, tours 
of duty, family support and accommodation. 
“We must be conscious of our learned and 
normal behaviours and of changing those to 
be more sustainable. We must also use the 

¹  Its goal is to demonstrate the feasibility of a low-cost 
remotely piloted aircraft working with Typhoons, F-35B 
Lightnings and Tempests.

insights and ideas from our people, who have 
lots of passion for all this. 

“Importantly, we don’t want to do Astra 
solely from the centre; we also want the ideas 
from the shop floor, to take quick and local 
action and generate momentum, which itself 
will keep us sustained over time.

“The Chief of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Mike Wigston and I have realised that we 
can talk all we like about cloaking drones and 
hypersonic missiles, but the younger aviators 
amongst us only become really excited 
when we say Air: Net Zero 40. This may be a 
generational thing, but it seems to be the case 
that our young people are really motivated 
by sustainability in a way that we hadn’t 
anticipated. It makes them sit up and fire 
questions and I find that invigorating. 

“If we can message our shift to data, to 
synthetic [training] and to space, it will help 
our public reputation and might help us with 
recruitment. And this is important because 
we want to become more representative of 
society: we are aspiring to be 50% women; 
30% black and minority ethnic; conscious 
and accommodating of LGBT and the other 
protected characteristics. If we can do that 
and we’re also demonstrating our climate 
credentials it will make joining the RAF a very 
attractive proposition.”

Layer three: the tech
Embracing technology is on the radar of 
the Royal Air Force as it develops a vision of 
how the organisation will look in the future. 
Technological developments in industry 
demonstrate that the way the organisation 
operates is likely to change significantly in

and burning fewer insights and ideas from our people, who have 

Far left: Looking round the latest eco-friendly 
power generating plant: this anaerobic digester 
has been providing 95 per cent of RAF Marham’s 
electricity needs since  2019. © MOD/Crown.

Left: The RAF will suggest that when infrastructure 
is repaired, it is made more sustainable – such as 
putting solar panels on C-type hangars. © MOD/
Crown.

Below: Heat source pumps under the RAF’s 
concrete and asphalt could generate power and 
reduce the need to de-ice runways with chemicals 
and vehicles. © MOD/Crown.

“I think we 
have a moral 

and ethical duty... 
I don’t think it’s 
a discretionary 

act.”
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Saving the planet while defending the nation is possible. Air Marshal 
Andrew Turner, Deputy Commander Capability, talks about the Royal 
Air Force’s vigour and passion to reduce its carbon footprint and become 
more sustainable.

A wide-ranging review of the Ministry 
of Defence’s commitment to 
NetZero 50 and how it becomes 
more sustainable, led by Lieutenant 

General Richard Nugee, is underway. 
For the RAF, Air Marshal Turner has outlined 

how he plans for the Force to be carbon 
neutral by 2040, “or by 2030 if we can.”

“I think we have a moral and ethical duty 
to do so, so I don’t think it’s a discretionary 
act. I think it’s a fundamental responsibility. 
Delivering on our operational commitments, 
not compromising operational capability, 
safety or otherwise, but doing everything 
we can within our means to have made a 
material difference.”

In November 2021, the UK is hosting and 
chairing the United Nations Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties in Glasgow, also 
known as COP26. For Defence, Lieutenant 
General Richard Nugee is currently developing 
the MOD Climate Change and Sustainability 
Strategy due to be published this year. This 
strategy will be far-reaching across, and set 
the direction for, the MOD. It will address its 
sustainability risks and opportunities to meet 
the UK Net Zero Energy Emissions by 2050, 
with the aim of meeting Government targets 

and Greening Government Commitments. The 
RAF is proactively engaged in supporting and 
influencing General Nugee’s work. 

In November 2020, Air Marshal Turner 
brought together think tanks, academia, Allies, 
industry, and RAF personnel with ideas and 
experience in environmental projects — to 
develop as many ideas as possible. 

“We ended up with 30 or 40 initiatives that 
we’re thinking about in macro terms which we 
will scrutinise and propel across the whole RAF 
wherever we can,” said Air Marshal Turner. “This 
is doable, and we are building these great 
ideas into a strategy and action plan to make 
this real and get going as soon as 2021.” 

The force has a lot to build on. In 2015, the 
UK’s second largest solar farm came on stream 
at RAF Lyneham – producing a peak output 
of 68 megawatts of power. The MOD gains a 
ground rent benefit and also, from the greener 
electricity, this solar farm contributes to the 
National Grid. In 2019, an anaerobic digester 
started producing 95% of RAF Marham’s 
energy needs, reducing carbon dioxide 
emissions by 14,000 tonnes a year and saving 
nearly £300,000 a year in energy bills. The 
fuel is locally grown crops and organic waste, 
with the residue from the digesting process 

sent back to nearby farms as fertiliser. Other 
stations are following suit in coming up with 
innovative solutions to minimise waste. 47 
Squadron at RAF Brize Norton has led the way 
in developing innovative techniques to recycle 
waste hydrocarbons utilising microbes.

“We want to use our bases as ‘petri dishes’ 
and ‘living laboratories’, like Marham, like RAF 
Leeming, like Brize Norton — developing 
ideas and then scaling them quickly across the 
rest of the estate, and for wider Defence and 
UK benefit.” Air Marshal Turner commented. 

Air: Net Zero 40

MISSING IMAGE
00_RAF CO2 reduction

Immediately above:  Air Marshal Andrew Turner 
“We’re all custodians of this earth”.  © MOD/Crown.
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hundred across the estate. We are spending 
on roofs; we could do both – have a roof that 
powers the base and, with energy storage, 
provides operational energy resilience.”

There are also other renewable power 
generating capabilities that the RAF is looking 
into beyond solar photovoltaic or anaerobic 
digestion – using biomass (such as grass cut 
to keep bird populations down and food 
waste) and turning that that into power. 
“We also want to explore wind power,” Air 
Marshal Turner expounded. “But big turbines 
cause safety problems near airfields, and 
they also have a really unusual radar return 
that disrupts air traffic control and other 
airspace management surveillance functions. 
We’re working closely with the wind farm 
technology people to try and see if we can 
attenuate, or remove, the disruptive signals. 
But we also have estate, in windy places, that 
doesn't have aircraft based on it — like RAF 
Honington. We may be able to generate wind 
power from these bases.”

Another power source being investigated 
is hydroelectricity. “We don’t have rivers or 
tidal basins, but there may be some hydro 
opportunities close to bases that we’re going 
to look at as well,” clarified Air Marshal Turner.

The aim is for the RAF to power itself 
and, ideally, export power where it can — 
and attempt to offset its carbon footprint 
completely. “Can that extra volume we 
generate offset the amount of aviation fuel 
we will burn in a year, if we also move towards 
remotely piloted aircraft, space operations and 
synthetics?” considered Air Marshal Turner. 
“We may be able to entirely offset 
the Royal Air Force demand 
on the climate and reduce 
our financial burden on 
the state. But this is 
likely to also include 
offsetting our aviation 
emissions using the 
RAF estate for carbon 
sequestration by 
planting trees and 
hedgerows which 

also improve conservation and natural bio-
diversity

Layer five: the training
The RAF could see a profound change in how 
it trains for combat. “It’s about reducing the 
amount of time we spend in schools, colleges 
and academies and maximizing the time at 
the front line, then resetting our infrastructure 
to support all that.” Air Marshal Turner sees this 
as “a way we can get out of concrete and into 
modern, sustainable buildings that are better 
insulated, which demand less power and that 
are fit for the next 100 years.”

There are also discussions about shifting the 
way in which the RAF generates operational 
capability, moving away from using aircraft at 
readiness and using synthetic environments 
instead. “We intend to increase how much 
we use simulators in every role” Air Marshal 
Turner explained. “There are also operational 
reasons why this is useful too: we don’t want 

the enemy to see us training and 
work out our battle-winning 

techniques and procedures. 
The growth in Earth-

sensing observation 
satellites is significant 
so we do not want 
to do something in 
the public domain, 
be spotted and 
have our advantage 

compromised. So, 

doing it in a secret box that wobbles on jacks 
inside a building somewhere (a simulator) 
means that our secrets will be easier 
to protect.”

The end game
The RAF is adapting fast, assimilating new 
technology and innovating with it at pace. 
“This is the DNA of our organisation,” pointed 
out Air Marshal Turner. “And actually, in an air 
force, if you don’t do that, you get left behind 
— and if you get left behind you get shot on 
the battlefield. So, it’s really important that 
we do innovate; it’s not just about a clever 
bomb or cyber weapon that can disrupt you 
before you think. It’s actually also about the 
globe, the climate, the atmosphere. We can 
use our brains, our energy and our budgets for 
that as well. The terms ‘flexibility, adaptability, 
agility and reach of Air Power’ take on a 
wider significance.”

“We’re all citizens. We have children and 
grandchildren. We’re custodians of this 
Earth for following generations. I’m not a 
climate scientist, I’m a helicopter pilot. But it 
seems obvious that something profound is 
happening in the environment and climate. 
It is likely that this is of our making, at 
least in part. If we can, we should be doing 
something about it.  As the RAF rapidly and 
proactively launches itself forward to a Net 
Zero 40 footing, we will be equalling and, in 
many capabilities, enhancing our primary and 
secondary military tasks and roles. The RAF 
will be a vanguard air force leading the way 
with our military allies and working closely 
with civil sustainable aviation colleagues. We 
will exploit appropriate common and new 
clean energy technologies, work in close 
partnership with academia and industry on 
our own innovation programme at our Living 
Laboratory at RAF Leeming, and support the 
UK’s transition to Net Zero by 2050.”  AM
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also improve conservation and natural bio-

“The aim is for 
the RAF to power 

itself, export power 
and, if we can, offset 
our carbon footprint 

completely”

Above: Hydrocarbon recycling research by 47 
Squadron has been expanded to universities and 
engineering firms to help the RAF develop the 
technology. © MOD/Crown.

Below: Discussions are underway with wind 
turbine specialists to reduce interference from 
turbines for air traffic radar. © MOD/Crown.

JANUARY - MARCH 2021  AIR MAIL     29

Environment

the coming decades as advances are further 
incorporated into Royal Air Force life and 
operations.  “There is an amazing array of 
super-clever new equipment: clothes, drones, 
space, weapons, warfare at the speed of 
light, and digital simulation, emulation and 
visualization across all we do,” says Air Marshal 
Turner. 

“We are dramatically shifting the number 
of aircraft that we’ve got which do not have 
a pilot sitting in the cockpit. If you go back 
ten years, probably only one per cent of our 
Combat Air Force was remotely piloted. Our 
plan is to get to 2040 and have 90% of our 
aircraft un-crewed. In our second 100 years, 
that’s a really big shift. So, it will be less about 
pilots like me, with wings on our chests, and 
much more about people on the ground 
looking at screens to fight wars. The aircraft 
will be lighter and so they burn less fuel. They 
will need less energy to get off the ground and 
less energy to maintain flight. If there are no 
humans on board, you don’t need the ejection 
seats, oxygen systems, life support and much 
more. So, it’s a lot more fuel-efficient, 
even though it’s still burning 
some fuel. 

The RAF is also looking 
at several ways to shift 
aircraft to being non 
hydrocarbon-burning. In 
September, the Defence 
Standard for fuel was 
amended and now 
allows for a 50 per cent 
blend in aviation fuels 
which is a significant step 
on the journey to a lower 
carbon footprint. The RAF’s 
work looking at eco and synthetic 
‘drop in’ fuels like ethanol and butanol 
as opposed to highly refined hydrocarbons for 
jet fuel and equipment fuels is also already in 
progress. 

“We’ve got work going on with Rolls-Royce 
to explore what might be possible and that 
could be really significant,” he added. “I don’t 
think we will get away from all hydrocarbons, 
but I do think we will be able to put ourselves 
in a very different place and will be affecting 
the climate in a much lesser way.” Though he 
can’t yet go into detail, Air Marshal Turner 
says: “We are investigating zero emission 
propulsion aircraft right now. That would be a 
really big step.” 

Layer four: recapitalising the RAF estate
The plans include looking at bases the RAF 
wants to be on for a long time, reducing or 
getting rid of the others, and then making the 
remainder work better. 

This will require investment. But the RAF has 
already budgeted £7billion over the next 10 
years for improving its infrastructure. “That 
budget is bigger than quite a lot of FTSE100 
companies,” Air Marshal Turner pointed out.

Plans are afoot 
to reduce the RAF’s 

demand on power; 
change the types of 

power it calls on and 
change from some of the 

things that Air Marshal Turner 
describes as “unconscious climate harm in 

our activity - like single use plastics.”
On power, the Air Marshal said: “The 

macroeconomics of this suggest that you get 
one megawatt of installed capacity out of 
five acres. The RAF has hundreds of hectares 
on which it can generate and store clean 
energy from a range of renewable energy 
technologies. I’m hoping we can get to a 
position where we can power all our needs, 
and that we can generate more, which we can 
push back into the national grid.

“First, we want to be drawing less electricity 
from the grid, by reducing our estate and 
energy demand. Then we want to make our 
estate more efficient by switching to more 
energy-efficient systems – moving to LED 
bulbs, using sensor-operated lighting and 
shifting all of our station staff cars to electric, 
having highly energy efficient equipment. 
By the end of 2020 we had 63 electric cars 
across the RAF, including RAF High Wycombe, 
Leeming, Wittering and Shawbury, and will 
roll this out across the estate to add an extra 
40 in 2021.” The potential for innovation 

stretches into every corner of the RAF estate: 
“We have gigantic bits of concrete and 
asphalt – all the heat-absorbing black stuff 
on runways and aprons. If we run warm water 
underneath them, we could be generating 
power for the station. Coincidentally, we 
could also potentially be defrosting runways 
in the winter, so we wouldn’t have to drive 
big vehicles down them and spray chemicals, 
so it should be a double operational and 
environmental benefit. We’ve got a huge 
programme of re-laying our runways right 
now, so we should explore installing ground 
source heat pumps under all of them, 
and aircraft aprons, while we’re at it, if the 
operating surface integrity is also retained. 

“We’ve got another program re-roofing 
our WWII C-type hangars. Why wouldn’t 
we investigate if we can re-roof them with 
photovoltaic panels? We think we can 
generate enough power for a significant 
percentage of an RAF base electricity demand 
from a few of them – and have nearly one 

“Our young 
people are really 

motivated by 
sustainability in a 

way that we hadn’t 
anticipated.”

Top: The solar farm at RAF Lyneham is one 
of the largest in England. The RAF has other, 
operationally-safe, estate that could help it 
become CO2 neutral. © Google Earth.

Above: The RAF hopes to use more remotely-
piloted aircraft such as Reaper, which have less 
weight and burn less hydrocarbons than piloted 
aircraft. © MOD/Crown.
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we saw that nothing was actually damaged. 
That’s what we’d call a ‘Christmas tree wreck’ – 
something we could take bits off as spares.

We were also expected to improvise 
our own repairs, getting by on 
scraps of salvage. We weren’t 
taught this during training, 
so had to figure it out 
ourselves. My Corporal’s 
motto was: “there’s no 
job we can’t do”, and 
the unofficial motto of 
3 (Mobile) RSU was ‘You 
bendum, we mendum.’  I 
even heard of a Hurricane 
strut being replaced with a 
bamboo cane!

Making repairs with salvaged 
parts did come with its own 
difficulties though. I remember once 
having to change a Spitfire wing and couple-up 
the pneumatic system. We turned the power 
on, set flaps down and there was a ‘clunk clunk’ 
from the cannons on the port side. As none of 
the pneumatic pipes had been marked up I’d 
accidentally crossed two over, so when the flaps 
were set down it cocked the cannons instead! 
We lived and learned.

Our tools were those of a standard RAF 
mechanic, plus a mobile workshop with lathe 
and sheet metal cutting, drilling and folding 
equipment. Each Mobile Repair Unit also had 
a Coles crane and a Holmes wrecker, which 
was an American pickup truck with a jib on the 
back and a very powerful winch; a marvellous 
vehicle for Burma. 

I’m sad to say, though, that if an aircraft 
came to grief in the jungle, we could only 
go where our vehicles were able to reach. 
When flying over it, the jungle stretched from 
horizon to horizon, with nothing much in 
the way of landmarks except a few pagodas. 
Crashed aircraft were almost impossible to find, 
especially the smaller single-engine types.

Life in Burma
Conditions in the Far East were very difficult. 
The heat made any metal parts exposed to the 
sun too hot to touch, and climbing inside an 
aircraft to disconnect cables was especially hot 
work. 

During the monsoon rains we still had to 
work on the airstrip, so we fitted our schedule 
to be under cover when the downpour came 
each day. Our tents leaked in the rain, so I made 
my own camp bed out of bamboo poles. The 
mattress was a woven fibre mat – very rough 

“The 
unofficial motto 

of 3 RSU was ‘You 
bendum, we 

mendum'."

and itchy – with a box in each corner to prop it 
up. We also had mosquito repellent paste and 
malaria tablets. In fact, these tablets were so 

reliable that if you caught malaria 
you were automatically put 

on a charge as it meant 
you hadn’t been taking 

your pills.
The wildlife could 

also be a problem. I 
once had to deal with 
a snake in the tent we 
kept our tools in by 
following it around 

until I could kill it with a 
wooden handle. It was a 

long as I was tall. Another 
snake under my bed was 

despatched by my tent-mate 
Dennis. I also remember putting on 

my shoes one morning and feeling a scorpion 
wriggling beneath my foot. I had to shake my 
shoe as fast as I could to get it off.

The conditions weren’t the only dangers 
we faced. A Japanese attack one evening left 
two dead, with quite a few more injured. I also 

Right: The crew of an RAF Salvage Unit work on a 
crashed Hurricane. The aircraft's nose has been 
raised by the lifting boom of the wrecker, and the 
undercarriage lowered to enable inspection of 
the airframe. Two armourers deactivate the wing 
cannon watched by the unit's Chief Technical 
Officer (far right). In the foreground, two men 
keep guard with a Bren gun. © IWM CF 397.

came under friendly fire once when two 40mm 
Hurricane cannons were accidentally set off. 
They discharged 15 rounds over my head as I 
worked at a bench under the shade of some 
trees, bringing branches down all around me.

On 15 August 1945 I was with 155 Squadron 
at Toungoo, 140 miles from Rangoon, on 
detachment from 3 (Mobile) RSU. All that 
morning the squadron’s Spitfires had been 
strafing and bombing the Japanese army, 
returning from twenty-minute flights only to 
re-arm and refuel. Beside the airfield, an artillery 
battery kept up a deafening bombardment into 
the hills, only pausing to allow the Spitfires to 
land before resuming firing salvo after salvo 
right up until the 11am cease-fire. 

Suddenly, the incessant noise of the morning’s 
action stopped. The silence was awesome – 
not a sound to be heard, leaving me with the 
dawning realisation that the war had ended. 

Winding down
While some Japanese forces continued fighting 
in our area despite the end of official hostilities, 
we began to tidy up Burma. Indian engineers 
dug the hugest trench I’d ever seen near the 
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A
s a youngster in the Home Guard I 
learned how to shoot a rifle. I joined 
the Local Defence Volunteers after my 
home town of Falmouth was bombed 

in 1940, but as a crack-shot rifleman I wanted to 
become an air gunner in the RAF. I volunteered 
in November 1942 but failed the medical for 
aircrew, so I had a choice of which trade to 
pursue instead.

Growing up, I was always making things 
with wood and metal, and repairing things 
too. I therefore chose to become an airframe 
mechanic. The course was at Blackpool, were 
I spent six to eight weeks doing a range of 
sheet metalworking.

After spending some time serving in the 
UK, I was posted overseas aboard a troop ship 

Association member Frank Colenso remembers his time 
with the RAF’s Repair and Salvage Units in the Far East during 
WWII, where nothing went to waste in the effort to keep 
aircraft flying.   

to India. I was part of a 220-strong cohort 
of airframe fitters being instructed on the 
American Waco glider. However, while crossing 
the Atlantic the ships carrying the gliders 
were sunk by a U-boat. We landed in Bombay 
and, lacking our gliders, were welcomed 
into various Repair and Salvage Units (RSUs) 
instead.

I went to Risalpur in Pakistan and joined 
144 RSU in November 1944 until January 
1945, then a few of us were posted to Burma 
to join 131 RSU for three months. About 20 
of us were then sent to lower-central Burma 
to join 3 (Mobile) RSU at Meiktila This was a 
top unit, and our job was to work on aircraft 
that needed repairing and to salvage parts 
from planes that weren’t airworthy. Our patch 

was 250 miles north to south either side of the 
Mandalay road, and east to west as far as we 
could go.

The work of the RSUs
The RSUs were vital, especially early in the war 
when the RAF didn’t have much in the way 
of aircraft in the Far East. ‘Make do and mend’ 
was what kept the squadrons airworthy. We 
salvaged what we could, and I don’t remember 
ever unpacking any new parts. We were the 
‘forgotten lot’, in a way.  

I remember once when a new Thunderbolt 
squadron arrived and one veered off the firmer 
path. Its wheel sunk right down until the wing 
tip touched the ground, so of course it was our 
job to recover it. However, when it was freed 

Environment

Main image: Fitters at work 
reconditioning Rolls-Royce 

Merlin engines at an RAF 
Repair and Salvage Unit, 

Central Burma. © IWM CF 425

Below: Frank Colenso.
© Frank Colenso.

Salvage,
repair, reuse
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airfield to bury unwanted aircraft. We put 
Spitfires and Hurricanes in there, and Japanese 
aircraft too. This went on for a while, and the 
trenches were left open. In the meantime, 
chaps were going home, and they carried away 
with them that memory of trenches filled with 
aircraft. 

What they didn’t know was that a while later 
the Burmese government told us they wanted 
all the scrap metal they could get, especially 
aluminium, for recycling. So, we had the task 
of winching out all these wrecks and loading 
them onto tank transporters for delivery to the 
scrap yard. If only we had kept our hands in our 
pockets to begin with, we would have saved 
lot of unnecessary work.

Being the top unit, 3 (Mobile) RSU was 
chosen to go to Japan as part of the Allied army 
of occupation. Upon arrival we had a busy 
time working to make Spitfires from Burma 
airworthy again. Some had been aboard ships 
for up to six months, which hadn’t done them 
much good.

I remember a lot from my time with the 

Top left: Airmen of an RAF Salvage and Repair Unit 
begin recovery of a Hurricane which crash landed 
after hitting a vulture while in flight. © IWM CF 395.
Top right: Frank (far left) and comrades. A Coles 
crane towing a salvaged Hurricane is in the 
background, and a pile of scrap in the foreground. 
© Frank Colenso.
Above: An RSU convoy passes through a Burmese 
village with a recovered Hurricane. © IWM CF 395.

Left: Frank’s pocket diary. This page covers his 
transfer to 3 (Mobile) Repair and Salvage Unit. 
One amusing entry on 27 April states: “Got 
Sten gun and 120 rounds issued again. More 
to carry around!” © Frank Colenso.

RAF in the Far East, and also kept a pocket 
diary from 1939 onwards in which I recorded 
day-to-day events. The entries are only brief, 
and often focus more on what I did during my 
spare time, but are a wonderful aide-mémoire. 
‘Saw No.3 Gang show at the casino tonight… 
[locals] fighting and all got chucked out!’ reads 
one entry. Another, from the evening on which 

the Japanese surrendered, states: ‘A ‘big do’ 
with bags of hooch and everyone merry 
and singing. ’ The next day reads: ‘Day off. 
Everyone has hangover troubles’.

I’m glad I took time to write down all these 
things, though when people say “you were 
heroes in the war,” I always think: ‘better not 
let them see my diary!'

I finally got back to the UK in 1947. While 
taking three paid months of overdue leave, 
I saw a job advert in Air Mail magazine for 
aircraft mechanic types at Boscombe Down 
and Farnborough. Boscombe Down had just 
filled the last position when I arrived, so I 
went off to the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
in Farnborough. That’s how I ended up 
working with the experimental flying 
squadron, where I stayed until retirement 40 
years later. AM
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n March 2019 I was asked whether I would 
be able to travel to the Falkland Islands; 
an unusual request made even more 
interesting by the fact that the request 

came from a retired Fuerza Aérea Argentina 
pilot. Hector Sanchez and I first encountered 
each other on a very dark evening 38 years 
ago at extremely low level, near Lively Island, 
some 60 miles southwest of Stanley. His 
formation of four A4 Skyhawks was attacking 
one of HMS Fearless’ landing craft when my 
wingman and I appeared on the scene. Hector 
was the only Argentine to get home.

The plan was for my wife and me to fly down 
on the Airbridge from RAF Brize Norton (not 
a trip for the fainthearted!) and meet Hector 
in Stanley. His party included Luis Cervera 
(another A4 pilot) and Pablo Bolzán whose 
father had been killed on 8 June 1982 by my 
wingman’s Sidewinder after I had emptied my 
guns at him. We planned to visit the crash site 

Former British Navy and RAF pilot Former British Navy and RAF pilot David Morgan DSCDavid Morgan DSC was  was 
the most successful British fighter pilot of the Falklands the most successful British fighter pilot of the Falklands 

War, and the last to be involved in a dogfight. Here he War, and the last to be involved in a dogfight. Here he 
writes about his return to the islands, their wildlife – and his writes about his return to the islands, their wildlife – and his 

reconciliation with an erstwhile adversary.reconciliation with an erstwhile adversary.

Crash sitesCrash sites 
and caracarasand caracaras

and erect a small memorial, as well as trying to 
find the wreckage of a Dagger on Lively Island 
that had been flown by Hector’s best friend, 
José Ardiles. 

There had been little time to appreciate 
the wildlife of the islands during my first 
visit in 1982. Indeed, the only contact I had 

Top: Striated Caracaras – the Falkland Islands’ 
ceaseless scavengers . © Alamy.
Above: (l-r) Luis Cervera, David Morgan, Hector 
Sanchez and Pablo Bolzan in Stanley.
All images © David Morgan unless otherwise marked.

wingman and I appeared on the scene. Hector 

The plan was for my wife and me to fly down 
and erect a small memorial, as well as trying to 

Top: Striated Caracaras – the Falkland Islands’ 
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below the usual 20 knots and we were able to 
enjoy a picnic in the dunes overlooking the 
perfect white sand and azure-blue sea. Were 
it not for the penguins waddling past and the 
odd Two-banded Plover skittering through the 
sea cabbage, it could have been the Caribbean 
(on a cool day!). 

The following day, I abandoned Caro to the 
fleshpots of Port Stanley and joined Hector 
and his compatriots on another eight-hour 
boggy safari to visit the wreckage of Danilo 
Bolzán’s Skyhawk on Hammond Point. His son 
was accompanied by a dozen of his friends 
and together we built a small cairn and placed 
a simple memorial. It was quite an emotional 
few hours, but I was able to explain 
to both Hector and Pablo the 
exact details of our fight and 
show them the evidence 
of a Sidewinder warhead 
on the tail plane and 
fuselage. There was no 
doubt that the aircraft 
had been hit at very 
low level and exploded 
in mid-air. As we were 
working around the 
largest piece of wreckage, 
I realised that there was a 
pair of Tussac Birds using it for 
shelter, which somehow seemed 
very appropriate. They were very happy 
hopping amongst us and feasting on the 
massive crop of diddle-dee berries. 

Day three saw us driving around the north of 
East Falkland, past Teal Inlet to Port San Carlos. 
This is where the Harrier Forward Operating 
Base was established in May ’82 and my first 
reaction when I saw it again was “Bloody hell, 
that’s small!” And small it was – only 650 feet 
(198 metres) in length; enough to get airborne 
with a full weapon load and internal fuel. 
HMS Sheathbill (or Sid’s Strip if you were RAF) 
made a huge difference to our available CAP 
time [combat air patrol], increasing it from five 
minutes per transit from the ship to more than 
an hour. 

It was here that we had problems with 
the local wildlife in ’82, as the Upland Geese 
discovered that the tin strip was lovely and 
warm and a good place to sit. The judicious 
use of size 10 boots didn’t offer a lasting 
remedy, so a number were “liberated” and 
became the Goose Galtieri main course at 

the Wardroom Victory 
Dinner. 

Our next destination 
was the British 
Cemetery in San Carlos. 

This is a beautifully 
peaceful and well-kept 

site, not at all mournful. 
Having found a few friends 

on the list of those who have 
no grave, I spied a stunning Long-

tailed Meadowlark, but it refused to be 
photographed! I did, however, capture a good 
shot of a Dark-faced Ground-tyrant perching 
on the cemetery wall before we headed for 
Goose Green to pay our respects to Lieutenant 
Nick Taylor, who was shot down on 4 May. 

Our penultimate day in the islands was 
spent exploring the battlefields to the west 
of Stanley and gaining an appreciation of just 
what an amazing feat of arms the battles for 
Mount Longdon, Tumbledown and Wireless 
Ridge were. There is little left of the detritus 
of war; just the odd rusting gun and cluster 
bomb casing and most of the minefields 
have now been cleared. This has apparently 
reduced the pickings for the Striated Caracaras 
that scavenge ceaselessly in the mountains 
and uplands. 

And then came the long and slightly 
melancholic journey home. The wild – but 
amazingly tame beauty of the islands has left a 
lasting impression on both of us and I feel that 
I can now close the door on that part of my 

life. It was wonderful to be able to appreciate, 
at last, the wildlife and to realise that those 
of us who went south in ’82 have enabled 
the islands to flourish and grow in a way that 
probably would not have happened without 
the Task Force. AM

This article first appeared in the RAF 
Ornithological Society Newsletter, and 
is reproduced here by kind permission of 
RAFOS and the author.

Right: The burrowing Magellanic Penguin on 
Volunteer Point reserve.

Middle right: Gentoo penguins form part of the 
rookery of thousands of chattering birds.

Far right: King Penguins brooding eggs. No low 
flying allowed.

Bottom right: Were it not for [the temperature and] 
the Two-banded Plover, we could have been in 
the Caribbean.

below the usual 20 knots and we were able to 

it not for the penguins waddling past and the 
odd Two-banded Plover skittering through the 
sea cabbage, it could have been the Caribbean 

The following day, I abandoned Caro to the 

Bolzán’s Skyhawk on Hammond Point. His son 

and together we built a small cairn and placed 
a simple memorial. It was quite an emotional 

the Wardroom Victory 

The RAF Ornithological 
Society
Established in 1965, RAFOS is part of the 
broader service community of clubs and 
societies. It exists to promote an interest 
in ornithology among those associated 
with the RAF. It undertakes scientific 
surveys of bird populations, assists the 
British Trust for Ornithology’s monitoring 
programmes, and organises bird ringing 
and general birding expeditions. 
Its focus is on providing a friendly 
atmosphere for enjoyable birding while 
adding useful data for conservation.

• 100 members

• rafornithology.org.uk for further 
information and membership forms

• Membership enquiries: 
rafos.membership@gmail.com

A pair of 
Tussock birds 

were using the 
largest piece of 

wreckage for 
shelter.
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with the local avian population was trying to 
avoid hitting Albatrosses and watching the 
Sheathbills perching unconcernedly on the lip 
of HMS Hermes’ ski-jump whilst a formation of 
Sea Harriers waited impatiently (and noisily!) 
to get airborne. This time however, I resolved 
to make more of an effort to explore East 
Falkland and its indigenous fauna. 

On our first day in Stanley, we met up with 
Hector and Luis and walked out to Stanley 
airfield. This has changed little since the war 
and the control tower still bears scars from 
my cluster bombs. It is also possible to see 
the mostly now-filled craters of Black Buck 1’s 
1000lb bombs, as they march from the edge 
of the runway up over Canopus Hill. From the 
tower we could see elegant Black-browed 
Albatross patrolling the shoreline and the 
inner harbour.

The following day was very special; Caro and 
I were driven to the Volunteer Point reserve 
to visit the penguin colonies. The journey 

Above: The remains of the Skyhawk flown by 
Danilo Bolzan

Left: Tussac Bird sheltering in the wreckage of 
Danilo Bolzan’s Skyhawk

Below left: Dark-faced Ground Tyrant, at the British 
Cemetery

Below: A wild but fearless Female Upland 
Goose — happy to peck at your shoelaces in 
search of a treat.

was a ninety-minute drive over stone tracks, 
followed by another two hours of extreme off-
road excursion. We travelled in convoy across a 
vast landscape of bog and tussac grass under 
wonderful blue skies until, cresting a hill, we 
saw the rookeries. They are on a spit of land 
between a beautiful white-sand beach and a 
lagoon and contain thousands of chattering 
(and very smelly) birds which seemed 
completely oblivious to our presence. The 
three common types of local penguin were 

all in evidence; the beautiful and aloof King 
penguins, slightly smaller Gentoos and finally 
the burrowing Magellanic. 

Many of the Kings were brooding eggs on 
their upturned feet (no low flying allowed!) 
and a number of chicks had already hatched. 
In addition, there were many extremely tame 
Upland Geese. These totally wild birds have 
no fear of humans at all and will happily peck 
your shoelaces in search of a treat. Surprisingly 
on this particular day, the wind had dropped 

with the local avian population was trying to 
avoid hitting Albatrosses and watching the 

Above:
Danilo Bolzan

Left:
Danilo Bolzan’s Skyhawk

Below left: 
Cemetery

Below:
Goose — happy to peck at your shoelaces in 
search of a treat.

was a ninety-minute drive over stone tracks, all in evidence; the beautiful and aloof King 
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Council will arrange 
for the collection 
of all this valuable 
waste material. But it 
depends on YOU – on 
how carefully YOU 
save it and keep it for 
collection”. A series of 
posters also stressed 
the public’s responsibility 
when it came to recycling. 
These posters, which began 
with the words “I need YOUR…”, 
showed drawings of soldiers, sailors and 
airmen declaring that scrap metal, rags, bones, 
rubber and waste paper were all needed at 
the front, and listed the various ways in which 
each could be transformed into items vital for 
the war effort.  

Describing exactly how waste paper could 
be repurposed, one public information film 
stated: “Paper scrap makes many things; 
things we need to win the war: anti-aircraft 
shell containers; carriers for bombs and shells; 
washers for mortar bombs and smoke bombs 
and Very lights; boxes for cartridges; aero-
engine dust covers; gun fuses; cartridge wads 
and plugs for shells.” It ended with the rallying 
cry: “Save that paper! Save that scrap!”

Not everyone was on board, however. 
“20 periodicals [make] one seat for a pilot” 
declared one poster, and while the public 
were happy to see their old newspapers 
transformed into bullet cartridges, some did 
protest the scrapping of books, manuscripts 
and periodicals as adding to the cultural 
destruction already cause by enemy bombs.

In early 1942, a revision to the Salvage of 
Waste Order made the destruction of any 
paper an offence under defence regulations. 
Individuals caught destroying paper – for 
example by using it to light fires – could be 
punished by a hefty fine or even a two-
year prison sentence. Before this, only local 
authorities had been compelled by such 
legislation, but its extension to individuals was 
supported by the vast majority of the public, 
with one mass survey estimating that 73 per 
cent welcomed the tightening of controls.

The overall success of the national salvage 
campaign was in large part due to the wide 
acceptance of recycling that it managed to 
instil in the public consciousness. The idea 
that they could be contributing to the creation 
of bombs and bullets just by placing refuse 
in the correct bins also allowed those not 
directly involved in war work to feel part of 
the collective war effort. The ways in which 
the national salvage campaign worked to 
engage the public has been termed by some 
as the ‘militarisation of everyday life’, which 

redefined rubbish and 
weaponised waste.

The overall success 
of the paper salvage 
campaign is evident; 
between 3 September 

1939 and 8 May 1945, 
a total of 4.2 million 

tons of waste paper was 
salvaged in Britain, with 

roughly half coming from 
household collection.

Warminger’s Waste Paper Yard
As well as the efforts of the general public, 
independent scrap paper yards were vital to 
the success of the paper salvage scheme. One 
such establishment was Warminger’s Waste 

Paper Yard in Norwich. 
This small but successful business was run by 

Arthur Warminger, whose son Alfred was an 
RAF fighter pilot. While still at school, young 
Alfred had set up a children’s cinema. Later, 
he set up his own cinema in Norwich, but this 
entrepreneurial streak was soon to lead to his 
greatest passion, aviation. Recognising that 
there was a captive audience at the many 
RAF stations along the east coast, Alfred 
gathered film equipment and a trailer and 
started a travelling cinema. While the eyes 
of these airmen were on the film, however, 
Alfred’s were on the Hampdens and Blenheims 
taking off on the nearby runways, and from 
these visits developed his passion for flying. 
In September 1939 Alfred joined the RAF 
Volunteer Reserve, and completed his training 

Right: Poster of a Wellington bomber showing how 
and where salvaged materials could be used. 
© IWM Art.IWM PST 14695.

such establishment was Warminger’s Waste 

Poster of a Wellington bomber showing how 

"Every bundle 
not saved is an 

irretreivable loss
of essential

material."
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D
uring the Second World War, 
reclaiming paper– or recycling 
– was the single most important 
element of the national salvage 

campaign. Britain’s peacetime paper supply 
had been almost entirely dependent on 
imports of wood pulp from Scandinavia and 
North America. The trade had involved around 
300 shiploads a year; ships which were now in 
the crosshairs of German aircraft and U-boats. 
The cost of these imports also placed a heavy 
strain on Britain’s finances.

Conscious of this overdependence on 
imports, and of the recycling efforts already 
underway in Germany, the British government 
established a salvage department shortly 
after the outbreak of war. By April 1940, local 

authorities were informed that the collection 
of waste paper was now a matter of national 
duty. “Every bundle not saved,” declared the 
Ministry of Supply, “is an irretrievable loss of 
essential material”. Publicity campaigns began 
encouraging the public to salvage everything, 
including paper, metal, plastic and rags. Even 
bones from the kitchen scraps were required as 
a source of glycerine to make explosives.

Through a process of trial and error, the 
Ministry of Information soon learned that the 
public were far more willing to recycle their 
waste if they could see the tangible difference 
their efforts made. Exhibitions were staged to 
show how salvaged materials were used, and 
often involved practical demonstrations. One 
showed how paper was shredded, pulped, 

turned into board, punched into wads then 
processed into bullet cartridges. “[It] makes 
you feel it’s worth the trouble,” noted one 
exhibition visitor when polled by a researcher.

Minister of Information, Brendan Bracken, 
believed in this ‘show-not-tell’ technique 
so wholeheartedly that he pushed for the 
approach to be used in other media. The 
‘See how your salvage helps a bomber’ 
poster, which listed the many uses recycled 
materials were put to when building and 
arming an RAF bomber, was just one of the 
results. The Women’s Voluntary Service, like 
other organisations, also got on board to 
help the salvage campaign. In a leaflet about 
the Salvage of Waste Order that was sent to 
12 million households, the WVS stated: “Your 

Warminger’s waste paper yard, 1943. © Jan Warminger.

War on Waste
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Recycling is hardly a 21st century concept. Joe Hall explores why wartime 
Britain declared recycling 'a national duty', and why such a high importance was

placed on paper salvage.
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during the Battle of Britain. Various postings 
followed, including to the Middle East to 
fly Hurricanes and a stint as an instructor, 
first in Sudan then at RAF Westwood in 
Peterborough. In 1944, however, his father 
passed away, leaving the family waste paper 
business to Alfred.  

With the government having made the 
saving of waste paper mandatory, the RAF 
allowed Alfred one day of leave each week 
to help run the business alongside his wife. 
On these leave days, Alfred would visit paper 
mills and attend meeting with suppliers, and 
soon came to appreciate the potential of 
the business.

Towards the end of the war, the keen eye 
for business which had seen him set up a 
traveling cinema was again in use. While 
flying over Norfolk’s many RAF stations, Alfred 
noticed huge piles of paper bags. These had 
contained cement, and the drive to convert 
grass runways to concrete had seen many 
thousands of bags discarded after opening. 
Ever the opportunist, Alfred approached the 
Air Ministry Salvage Officer and a deal was 
struck to collect paper salvage from local 
RAF aerodromes.

After the war, Warminger’s Waste Paper Yard 
grew into one of the largest independent 
wastepaper merchants in the UK before it was 
sold in 1980s. Alfred continued to own the site 
for a few years afterwards though, and allowed 
charities to use it as a car-park for fundraising 
events. During the RAF Association’s Wings 
Appeals, Alfred would charge a £1 donation 
for parking – unless the driver happened to 
be ex-Luftwaffe of course, in which case he 
charged £4. AM

Above: Alfred Warminger in RAF uniform.
© Jan Warminger.

Right: Public information propaganda poster 
encouraging the recycling of waste paper for 
the war effort. © Iconographic Archive / Alamy Stock 
Photo.

Alfred (right) helping raise funds for the 
Wings Appeal, c1993. © Jan Warminger.
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What has the working group achieved so far? 
Much of our work is still in the early stages. We have been added to the 
RAF’s electric vehicle trial and are getting a set of charging points and 
more vehicles by the end of the year. We are applying for grid-linked solar 
power to be installed on a building as a test case and have investigated 
biogas options. We are also working on changing both the waste and 
energy-use cultures on station to reduce waste to landfill and reduce power 
consumption. A bioprocessing trial is also in full swing, working with the 
Defence Science & Technology Laboratory and the Defence Innovation Unit 
to recycle waste fuel, oils, lubricants and other liquid chemicals

How did BSWG come about? 
Sergeant Ryan Duffy set up a Plastic Free Brize project and made early 
momentum to change how the station looks at plastic usage and 
waste. His success inspired the rest of us to build something that would 
widen the remit and push sustainability across RAF Brize Norton. The 
introduction of Astra [the RAF’s programme to encourage innovation 
across the ranks and challenge the chain of command] gave us a clear 
remit (and support) to push the green agenda even further.

How did it grow?
In late 2019 a small group of us, led by Officer Commanding Base Support 
Wing, discussed the initial scope of the group. In early 2020 I formed a 
number of sustainability programmes and projects, finding motivated 
volunteers to come and drive the ideas forward. The BSWG is deliberately 
a working group rather than a committee so other committees can 
join, and to encourage the programmes and projects to operate as 
autonomously as possible. The BSWG supports and provides direction and 
guidance rather than directly managing. This model should (and does) 
allow a large number of projects to be running concurrently with a small 
board of personnel providing oversight.

Who is now involved? 
There are now about 20 volunteers of all ranks actively involved in 
sustainability projects, all as secondary duties.  We also have our industry 
partners, infrastructure, the Station Environmental Protection Officer, 
contract management and media as permanent members within their 
core roles — as most projects naturally touch heavily on those areas.

What are you planning to do next?
Keep pushing our projects forward and expand our remit as required. 
Ultimately we are playing our part in meeting Net Zero 50 (the 
government’s commitment to reach net-zero greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050) and Astra targets.

Do you find the sustainability working group activities help your 
primary duties at all? 
There are clear links with my role as Officer Commanding Logistics Squadron. 
Much of the packaging I deal with is single use and this is something we are 
working with HQ Air to address. Working on the group with personnel from 
across the station is always going to help in anyone’s core role, expanding my 
network of contacts, particularly on such a large station.

Why do you think everyone is so keen to take part?
People in all walks of life are keen on various areas of sustainability, 
which is a broad subject. With the MOD now investing and focusing on 
sustainability these people can get involved in the workplace, bringing 
their enthusiasm with them.

How do you fit into other sustainability and environmental work in the 
RAF and Ministry of Defence? 
With online discussion and collaboration software we can share ideas 
with other RAF stations, and check in with the Defence Green Network 
and events such as the annual Defence Sustainability Conference. We are 
working closely with Astra & Green Astra, A4 Mechanical Transport and A4 
Commodities on a number of projects. 

Can you tell me about a particular project you are most proud of?
I’m proud of them all! I was really pleased to get added to the Electric Charging 
Point trial as the station wasn’t originally included. This took a little persuasion. 
Ask me again in six months when we have made a little more progress!

Do you link into the work of Defence Infrastructure Organisation at the MOD? 
We naturally link in with DIO, from both from infrastructure and energy 
perspectives. We have recently handed out copies of their Sanctuary 
magazine to BSWG members and we are tracking their yearly awards.  

Is there interest from your other RAF colleagues? 
With sustainability now high on the agenda for the RAF (Astra) and MOD, 
there is lots of interest. Net Zero 50 is an aggressive target and, as stated 
by [lead on the MOD’s climate change policy] Lieutenant General Nugee 
at a recent event, the armed forces will not be exempt, and nor should 
they be. I see interest only increasing over the next few years.

Did you have any sustainability or environmental experience before?  
Professionally or personally? 
I’ve kept it quiet (!) but I have an environmental degree and before I 
joined the RAF I was a project manager for a tech firm that, amongst other 
specialist areas, worked with off-grid micro solar and wind systems. 

Q: Have you learned anything from being deployed or 
posted elsewhere?
There is definitely something in reducing our waste and our consumption 
footprint when deployed, even if viewed from a purely cost perspective. 
I have served at multiple main operating bases, HQ AIR & MOD Abbey 
Wood. I have deployed globally on short tasks and detached out of area 
(OOA) to Afghanistan (three times) and United Arab Emirates. Being OOA 
often brings the most innovative solutions to the fore and this can only 
help push sustainable options for 
the future. AM

Further detail on RAF and other 
Ministry of Defence environmental 
projects and annual award-winners 
can be found in the Defence 
Infrastructure Organisation’s 
Sanctuary magazine, here: 
bit.ly/MOD-Sanctuary.

Environment

Above: A bioprocessing trial is in 
full swing with Defence Science 
and Technology Laboratory. 
Right: The group is pleased to 
have got onto the electric vehicle 
charging point trial, having not 
been included at the start. 
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Life of a… 

Station 
sustainability 
group

Squadron Leader Matt Beauchamp, 
chair of the Brize Sustainability 
Working Group (BSWG), discusses 
its battle against waste and 
pollution and its pride in its early 
environmental achievements 
at the RAF’s largest station.

Above: Squadron Leader Matt 
Beauchamp, chair of BSWG, 
putting his environmental degree 
and his experience with off-grid 
micro solar and wind systems to 
good use at RAF Brize Norton. 
Below left: In logistics, much of the 
packaging is single use. BSWG is 
working to address this. Below right:
The whole project developed from 
one single use plastics initiative. 
All images © MOD/Crown 2020.

sustainability 
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Branch in focus

There was high praise from the assessors. 
One wrote: “I have to say it is the most 
comprehensive governance work I have seen in 
my 11 years of working in various guises in the 
voluntary sector north and south of the border.”

Bob Bertram admitted they found the 
process ‘stretching’: “We didn't want it to be 
an exercise in ticking boxes. The Assessors 
were not slow in asking for more information; 
and we did not just provide photocopies 
of Association policies but showed how we 
actually implemented them in relation to the 
work of the branch.

Branch chairman George Prentice says: 
“While it is true at any time, I believe 
that it is even more important 
during the pandemic that 
the integrity of our branch 
is beyond reproach, 
and submitting 
ourselves to the IGGA 
process enables 
us to confidently 
project the branch 
and the Association to 
individuals and other 
welfare organisations.”

The challenge now is to keep 
this level of governance up-to-date 
and prepare for re-assessment after three 
years. The branch has also offered to help 

position before the pandemic and was 
able to donate £6,000 to the Association’s 
Operation CONNECT.

The Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders branch 
is believed to have been formed in October 
1931 as part of the Comrades of the Royal Air 
Forces veterans association. Consequently it 
can look forward to its 90th anniversary this 
year, still dealing with its huge territory but 
hopefully with less of the challenges thrown 
up by the pandemic. AM

other branches who may consider going for 
the award and have already had a couple 
of approaches.

Looking ahead, George Prentice is clear 
about aspirations: “Its a matter of survival. We 
have got to get through this pandemic. We 
will continue to play our part in befriending 
telephone support, funeral support and 
welfare issues such as financial, provision of 
white goods and furniture. We have self-
employed members who have fallen through 
the government support gap and we can get 
them help. I have dealt with a 97 year-old 
WWII veteran and a 17 year-old boy in the past 

months.” In 2019 (pre-COVID) the branch 
covered over 2,100 miles, making 

53 face-to-face visits and 239 
contacts via telephone and 

email. This facilitated almost 
£34,000 in funding with a 
further £19,000 granted.

George added that 
fundraising “stopped dead” 

during the pandemic. 
'Scotland's National Airshow' 

at the National Museum of 
Flight at East Fortune Airfield is 

usually the single biggest annual 
source of funds, but was cancelled in 

2019 and did not take place again this year. 
However the branch was in a good financial 

Find out more:  edinburghrafa.org.uk. Read more 
about the branch’s support for John and Tina Wren 
in Air Mail January-March 2020.

Above: (l-r) Bob Bertram formally handing over the 
branch’s honorary welfare officer role to George 
Prentice  in front of the RAF Cosford 44th boy 
entry telegraphists’ photo, where they first met in 
1961. © Edinburgh Lothians and Borders Branch.

“We didn't want it 

to be an exercise in 

ticking boxes".
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The Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders branch
of the RAF Association has members all over the 
world, and its local ‘territory’, as they call it, covers 
more than two and a half thousand square miles 
– the whole of the south east of Scotland.  

Kindness, good governance 

Despite these geographic challenges 
and the extra difficulties thrown up by 
COVID-19, the branch continues to be 

on hand to help and support more than 500 
members – including welcoming members 
transferring from the disbanded Dunfermline 
and Stirling Branch. It can now also boast a 
major good governance award which it secured 
just before the pandemic hit in early 2020.

“We have not had a club building for many 
years but that doesn't matter to us. Our 
membership is so spread out that many could 
not take advantage of it. It also means we do 
not have to sort the maintenance, licensing and 
other practical issues”, says Bob Bertram MBE, 
Branch Life Vice President and governance lead.

“Trying to organise a social event was always 
difficult. We have done things like members’ 
trips to RAF Lossiemouth or Sir Walter Scott's 
Abbotsford House in the Scottish Borders, as 
well as having meetings in ex-service clubs in 
Edinburgh and Midlothian. We have also moved 
the committee meetings around our territory 
but, despite informing members of the date, 
time and location, attendance was low.”

Sue Gillot, a former RAF fighter controller, 
is the Social Secretary for the branch. She 
says they now try to organise two social 
events a year, away from Edinburgh. “We are 
also working to engage better with the RAF 
Air Cadets: there are 17 squadrons in our 
area. I did a presentation about command 

and control during the Battle of Britain and 
answered questions about my time in the 
RAF, and there is another series of talks 
planned by a former air cadet who is now a 
commercial pilot. This helps raise the profile 
of junior membership and the Association 
itself.”  The branch also has links with the 603 
(City of Edinburgh) Squadron RAuxAF and has 
an annual Remembrance objective of laying 
(or having laid for them by RAF Air Cadets or 
Legion Scotland) at least one wreath in each of 
its five local authority areas. 

The committee is a keen participant in RAF 
Association consultations and gets involved 
in the bigger picture; three of the committee 
travelled to the Leicester headquarters to discuss 
Association and branch governance issues.

“We want to be ahead of the game. We 
think good governance is essential to ensure 
that the Association is not put at risk,” says 

George Prentice BEM, Chairman and Welfare 
Officer. “We embrace new technology 
and run a website and a Facebook page. 
These compliment the quarterly electronic 
newsletters we send out to 2,000 people, and 
the annual posted newsletter. Our monthly 
meetings are now all on Zoom. We understand 
what we want to do and how that relates to 
what the RAF Association corporately wants 
to do. We are comfortable working within 
the rules but are not backwards in coming 
forwards in making our points to HQ.”

It was this attitude that led to the branch 
going for and being awarded the Introduction 
to Good Governance Award 2020 (IGGA) last 
February. There was nearly a year of rigorous 
evidential assessment in 12 key areas, with 
support and encouragement from the award 
assessors, Dundee Volunteer & Voluntary 
Action.  The award is the quality standard for 
Scottish charities and is recommended by 
the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator 
(OSCR).

and technology

Below: George Prentice (centre) with John and 
Tina Wren. As Association Welfare Officer, 
George helped the couple relocate from Malta 
to Scotland after John suffered a heart attack 
during a visit back to Scotland in 2017. “This 
wonderful gentleman from the RAF Association 
turned up at the hospital,” recalled Tina, “and 
things quickly started settling down.” © Phil Greig.
Right: Branch Wings Appeal trading, membership 
recruitment and volunteering recruitment at 
the Scottish National Air Show in 2016. © RAF 
Association.

Above:  Air display at the 2016 Scottish National 
Air Show at East Fortune, usually a key 
fundraising event for the Edinburgh Lothians 
and Borders Branch. © Alister Firth Photography.
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branch’s adopted Combined Cadet Force, undertook her tandem skydive 
as a fundraiser for the Wings Appeal.

City of Bristol Branch
Branch members paid their respects to those who fought in the Battle 
of Britain with a socially distanced service at the Westbury-on-Trym 
memorial. The names of local RAF personnel that did not return home 
were read aloud, followed by a two-minute silence. Wreaths were laid 
by the branch vice-president Brian Stewart and branch secretary Keiran 
McGreevy on behalf of the Royal Air Force.

Dunstable Branch
Members of Dunstable Branch took the opportunity to mark the 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain at the war memorial in Priory Gardens, 
Dunstable. The event was attended by the Mayor of Dunstable Councillor 
Peter Hollick, and the Reverend Rachel Phillips, Rector of the parish church 
of St. Peter’s, who ended the service with a prayer. The simple service was 
organised by the Chairman John Gilmour. Standard Bearer Ernie Bounds 
attended, and Graham Horton laid a wreath. Also present were Susan 
Stone, Barbara Brooks and Ken Draper.

Fareham Branch
In August, members gathered for a picnic in the park at Stubbington, 
and in September the branch held a pub lunch for the first time since 
lockdown began. Here, they were able to commemorate the 80th 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain. A splendid lunch was enjoyed by 
everyone while renewing camaraderie among friends. A raffle netted £50, 
and sales of handmade soft toys a further £32 for the Wings Appeal.

Great Yarmouth and District Branch
Air and ground crew who took part in the Battle of Britain were 
commemorated in September when branch members met at the Great 
Yarmouth Minster. Attendees assembled in the presence of the branch 
standard to offer prayers, and heard the Last Post and Reveille before 
observing two minutes silence. The short act of worship was led by the 
Reverend Simon Ward, Vicar of Great Yarmouth.

Guernsey Branch
With no social restrictions in place at the time, the branch were lucky 
enough to enjoy the Battle of Britain air display in September, which 

included the BBMF and Red Arrows. The gazebo was set up and volunteers 
sent out with collection buckets, resulting in a very successful day’s 
fundraising. Guernsey locals were very generous, for which the branch 
are very thankful. Over the week, with supermarket collections and the 
air display, they collected over £5,000 for the Wings Appeal. The branch 
hope this helps – especially with UK mainland volunteers being less able 
to fundraise.

Hartlepool Branch
Careful preparations enabled Standard Bearer Dene Gillespie to be 
the busiest man in the branch over summer, representing it at Armed 
Forces Day, VJ-Day and Battle of Britain events, as well as funerals. Social 
secretary, Hazel Davis, contacted many branch members to keep in touch, 
and created a range of activities they could take part in at home, including 
puzzles, games, a jigsaw library and craft activity packs. Welfare Officer 
Dave Stacey was also busy helping to keep vulnerable members safe.

King’s Lynn and District Branch
The branch observed a Battle of Britain commemoration in September 
in King’s Lynn Tower Gardens. Branch Secretary Major (Retd) Gary Walker 
MBE arranged the event, which was attended by, among others, the 
Borough Mayor Councillor Geoff Hipperson and Wing Commander Jim 
Walls, representing RAF Marham. The Last Post was played by a lone 
bugler, the single standard on parade was lowered and the RAF heroes of 
WWII were saluted and remembered.

Leigh Branch
With a reach across Greater Manchester, Leigh Branch marked the 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain by parading the standard at: Bury 
Cenotaph; Bolton Cenotaph; Wigan Parish Church (alongside that of the 
Armourers’ Branch) at Wigan Cenotaph; and finally at Leigh Cenotaph. The 
branch was lucky to have the support of RAF and RNZAF veteran John 
‘Jacko’ Pearce – on loan from Global Branch – at each venue to help ensure 
a smooth operation. The outstanding efforts of all concerned proved that 
even in the adversity of the extended north-west lockdown, the tenacity 
of the armed forces won the day.

Mid-Somerset Branch
A ceremony was held in the church grounds of St John the Baptist in 
Glastonbury, with Branch President Group Captain Dick Whittingham 
laying the wreath. Branch Chairman John Hawkins paraded the standard 

Aphrodite Branch’s John 
Palmer. © Gillian Mauger Newcastle-under-Lyme Branch.
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Alresford and District Branch
Maintaining strict distancing and adhering to government guidelines, the 
branch laid a wreath on the memorial at St John’s Church in Alresford on 
15 September. The committee and branch members were keen to meet 
up again following the restrictions imposed by the pandemic, and despite 
a number of planned events having to be cancelled, they are still very 
much committed to finding ways to help the Wings Appeal.

Aylesford and Malling Branch
October 2020 saw the branch’s 25th anniversary. The occasion was marked 
with the launch of an updated mobile-friendly website. Highlights of the 
past 25 years include raising more than £160,000 for the Wings Appeal, 
and the annual concerts performed by the RAF Central Band (2003-2010). 
A personal highlight came in 2017 for former chairman and founding 
member, Ted Bates, who was the inaugural winner of the South East and 
Eastern Area President’s Trophy for his “outstanding contribution made in 
support of the Association”.

Aphrodite Branch
Branch member John Palmer played at the Battle of Britain memorial 
service at RAF Akrotiri before hanging up his trombone for the last time. 
For the past 14 years he performed with the RAF Akrotiri Voluntary Band, 
which plays at fundraising events as well as official occasions. In October, 
John also gave a talk to the branch of when, as a boy, a Spitfire shot 
down a Messerschmitt right in front of him during the Battle of Britain. 
A watercolour painting of the event was then presented to John by the 
Station Commander at RAF Akrotiri, Group Captain Nikki Thomas. 

Armourers’ Branch
Branch members have recently completed the Bomber County Virtual 
Challenge. Those who accepted the challenge had to run, walk or cycle 
the 493.5 miles around all WWII airfields in Lincolnshire – otherwise 
known as ‘bomber county’. Devised by one of the branch’s serving 
members, it was a way for the virtual branch to raise funds for the Wings 
Appeal. The challenge started in August and had to be completed by St 
Barbara’s Day (4 December) — the patron saint of armourers.

Barnsley Branch
The registration of former members of Barnsley Branch has now 
been transferred to Huddersfield Branch. Efforts have been made by 
Huddersfield Branch to contact and welcome members previously 

registered to Barnsley Branch, but not all records are complete or up to 
date. For this reason, would members from Barnsley Branch who have 
not already done so please contact Huddersfield Branch Secretary, 
Brian Leonard, on rafasec.hud@gmail.com to allow him to update the 
branch records.

Beccles and Southwold Branch
On 2 September the branch attended the 100th birthday celebration 
of Leading Aircraftwoman Maisie Hodge in Bungay. A presentation was 
made and a salute given to Maisie in respect of her service as a Bomber 
Command wireless operator in WWII. To Maisie’s delight, fifty residents, 
family members and staff joined in singing ‘We’ll Meet Again’ and other 
wartime songs.

Bognor Regis Branch
A COVID-19-compliant Battle of Britain service took place behind closed 
gates on the Bognor Regis Pier, conducted by the branch chaplain, the 
 Reverend Brian Shersby. The location was appropriate as during WWII 
the pier served as HMS St Barbara, a Royal Navy establishment right 
on the frontline between Great Britain and Germany at the time of the 
Battle of Britain. In other news, the branch is currently undergoing major 
refurbishment thanks to a grant of £150,000 from the Armed Forces 
Covenant Fund Trust.

Bridport and Lyme Regis RMG
The 80th anniversary of the Battle of Britain was commemorated at St 
John’s Church in West Bay in September, with members of the Registered 
Members Group joined by the Royal Naval Association and Bridport town 
mayor, Councillor Ian Bark. Adhering to restrictions, the congregation 
listened to a pre-recorded service led by RAF Association chaplain the 
Reverend Janis Moore, who gave an address which reflected on the 
courage and fortitude of ‘The Few’. Councillor Bark and the Association’s 
Jonathan Tomlin also gave addresses, and Alan Kidson read the poem 
‘Our Wall’.

Caduceus Branch
Many branch members were recognised in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List for their contribution to the fight against COVID-19. Also, Dr Andrew 
Hartle was appointed the RAF Civilian Consultant Advisor in Anaesthetics 
until 2022. Finally, Cadet Warrant Officer Annabel Garrod of KEVIGS, the 

Flying Officer Buckingham salutes the Battle of Britain memorial 
stained glass window at Westminster Abbey during a service to 
mark the 80th anniversary of the battle. © MOD/Crown 2020

Leigh Branch. 
© Vivienne Newton
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We welcome all submissions for Branch News, preferably by email to 
BranchNews@rafa.org.uk. Word count should be no more than 100 words. 
You may submit one accompanying photograph. Please abide by all social 
distancing regulations active at the time when taking photographs, 
as failure to do so will preclude publication. If sent via email, please 
attach as a separate image file and at a size of at least 1MB and 300dpi. Send 
postal submissions to the address on the inside front cover. Unfortunately 
photographs sent by post cannot be returned. Low quality pictures may not be 
published. Submission does not guarantee inclusion and where there are too 
many reports for an issue, the editor reserves the right to edit. Only submissions 
made by email will be acknowledged before publication. The deadline for 
inclusion in the next Branch News is 5 February 2021.

Branch members in attendance included Mrs Gwen Harvey and Mrs 
Margaret Robinson, both WWII veterans, who laid the wreath.

Romsey Branch
The Battle of Britain anniversary was commemorated with a service 
streamed via Zoom for those unable to attend. The challenge of 
fundraising while unable to have street collections or coffee mornings 
was overcome by Jackie Sankey, the branch’s Wings Appeal coordinator, 
in the form of afternoon tea boxes. Donations for these, plus market stall 
sales, raised £500. The total was then boosted by an extremely generous 
individual donation of £250 from branch member Clive Andrews.

Rutland Branch
In September, Dr Sarah Furness, the Lord-Lieutenant of Rutland, joined Air 
Marshal Phillip Sturley, president of the Rutland Branch, and committee 
members for a socially distanced Battle of Britain commemoration at 
the memorial Spitfire on the Oakham bypass. The brief ceremony was 
centred on the reading of the Association’s dedication of remembrance 
and a short speech by the branch’s chairman, Duncan Manderson.

Ryedale Branch
With all events postponed this year, Ryedale Branch was unable to hold 
the usual Wings Appeal street fundraising collections. However, The 
Hidden Market (antiques and collectables) in Pickering came to the 
rescue by continuing their support after re-opening and reached a total 
of £1,080 from a small display of RAF Association merchandise and a 
collecting box in their Pickering premises. Since the presentation a further 
£300 has been raised. The branch marked this magnificent achievement 
with the presentation of a Certificate of Appreciation.

Shaftesbury Branch
The branch marked the Battle of Britain anniversary with a short service 
at the town memorial conducted by the chaplain to the branch, Edred 
Bowman. During the service, two aircraft from Compton Abbas Airfield 
carried out a low flypast and a member of Shaftesbury Town Silver Band 
sounded Reveille and The Last Post. Mrs Di Marino laid the wreath and 
the Commanding Officer of 874 (Sherborne) Squadron RAF Air Cadets, 
Flight Lieutenant Andrews, also attended.

South Australia Branch
In October, branch member Frank Scott was presented with the Victory 
and Peace Anniversary Medal by members of South Australia Branch. 

Frank was a Wireless Operator on Lancasters with 149 Squadron during 
the Second World War. In the photograph above he is seated with his 
wife Irene.

Swiss Branch
COVID-19 did not prevent the branch from holding its annual Battle 
of Britain ceremony at the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
Cemetery at Vevey on Battle of Britain Sunday, where it also belatedly 
commemorated the 75th Anniversaries of VE and VJ Days. The 
small ceremony included readings of the Association’s dedication, 
Binyon’s Ode and the Kohima Epitaph. Wreaths were laid by the 
Assistant to the Defence Attaché on behalf of the Embassy and 
by the Branch Chairman. In the absence of the branch’s bugler, 
recordings of The Last Post and Reveille were very generously 
provided by Peter Skellon BEM.

Wisbech Branch
The branch commemorated the Battle of Britain anniversary with a short 
outdoor service and wreath laying ceremony at the Walsoken Memorial 
in September. The photograph above shows George Carruthers with the 
standard and James Wise from RAF Marham.

York Branch
A small service of remembrance was held in York Minster in September, 
with the Reverend Canon Dr Vicky Johnson opening and closing the 
service with prayers. Three standard bearers also attended from York 
Branch, the White Rose Aircrew Association and the York Royal Observer 
Corps Association. The branch Wings Appeal total for 2020 at the end of 
October was £10,298.

South Australia Branch.Wisbech Branch.
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and the Reverend MacGeoch led off proceedings with a prayer. Reverend 
Craig Manley then reminded all present of the importance of the Battle of 
Britain and the contributions to victory made not only by the pilots, but 
also by the many others from many different nations. Life Vice-President 
Paul Branson then gave a moving personal account which provided an 
insight into the reality of life in wartime Britain.

Newcastle and Gateshead Branch
Unable to hold its usual large Battle of Britain parade in the city because 
of COVID-19 restrictions, the branch instead organised a smaller, socially 
distanced, event at Chevington Cemetery, the site of 42 war graves of 
WWII airmen.

Newcastle-under-Lyme
With help from the branch, the Reverend Joshua Penduck, Rector of 
St.Giles’ Church, arranged a combination of live and pre-recorded services 
to mark the Battle of Britain anniversary, which included a recorded 
blessing by the Bishop of Lichfield. Members of the branch, the Mayor 
and other dignitaries also attended a wreath laying ceremony at the 
Newcastle-under-Lyme Cenotaph. The photograph (on p.49) shows, from 
left, Association members Ian Anderson (Standard Bearer), Jim Goodfellow 
(wreath layer), and Peter Hambley (Chairman).

North Cotswold Branch
September’s Battle of Britain Service took place in the churchyard at Little 
Rissington. Special thanks were given to the Reverend Rowena King, the 
Rector, for a very moving and appropriate service, together with those 
local parishioners who attended.

Nottingham Branch
Members from the newly reformed Nottingham Branch were able to hold 
a Battle of Britain service alongside a number of VIP guests, RAFAC staff 
officers, cadets from nine squadrons, and veterans. They remembered 
The Few in a respectful service led by the Assistant Wing Chaplain, Mrs 
Amanda Sandland.

Peterhead Branch
A service was held at the RAF Peterhead Memorial Cairn to mark the 
anniversary of the Battle of Britain in September. Personnel from Remote 
Radar Head Buchan, members of Longside Branch Royal British Legion, 
and a small number of relatives also attended the necessarily reduced 

gathering. During the service, four aircraft from the Buchan Aero Club 
provided a fitting fly-past.

Pontardawe Branch 
The late Mr Martin Farthing, son of the branch’s late previous Wings 
Appeal officer Len, was a lecturer of engineering and welding at Great 
Abbington Cambridge. Martin travelled the world lecturing and giving 
Wings Appeal badges to pupils for a donation. When Martin passed 
away aged 64, his widow Sara requested donations to Pontardawe Wings 
Appeal in lieu of flowers. The donations, presented  to George Parsons of 
Pontardawe Branch, totalled £2,410. 

Poole Branch
In August, members of Poole and Christchurch branches commemorated 
the 80th anniversary of the death of Pilot Officer Cecil Henry Hight of 234 
Squadron RAF, who was shot down over Bournemouth during the south’s 
worst day of fighting in the Battle of Britain. Hight, a 22-year-old New 
Zealander, bailed out from his burning Spitfire but his parachute failed to 
deploy. Wreaths were laid by the branch and by the Royal Tank Regiment 
Association. The Deputy Mayor of Bournemouth was also in attendance, 
as was Tom Harrison, who witnessed the event as a 10-year-old boy.

Potter Heigham Branch
Local Battle of Britain commemorations were very low key due to 
restrictions, but North Norfolk District Council held a short, socially 
distanced, ceremony near to their poppy sculpture. The Sheringham and 
District, North Walsham and Potter Heigham branches were represented, 
with Standard Bearers Ray Loke (Sheringham) and Mick De’Athe (Potter 
Heigham) in attendance.

RAF St Mawgan Branch
The branch commemorated the 80th anniversary of the Battle of 
Britain outside the parish church of St. Eval, beside the memorial to the 
squadrons which served at RAF St. Eval. The service was conducted by the 
Reverend Wing Commander Andrew Turner, honorary branch chaplain. It 
was attended by branch members, Wing Commander Marshall Kennear 
MA (Officer Commanding RAF St. Mawgan), service personnel and 
members of St. Eval parish.

Roe Valley Branch
The branch held a brief wreath laying ceremony at the war memorial in 
Limavady in September to mark the anniversary of the Battle of Britain. 

St Mawgan Branch.
Potter Heigham Branch. 
© North Norfolk District Council



Culture vultures

“RAF WWII Operational 
and Flying Accident 
Casualty Files in The 
National Archives”   
by Mary Hudson
Publisher: Pen & Sword Books 

 RRP £25.00

Information on RAF casualties 
during WWII was carefully 
compiled by the Air Ministry. 
Now, these documents – 
covering operational losses and 
flying accidents – are being 
made available to the public 
through The National Archives. 
This book helps readers 
explore them.

The casualty files contain 
accounts of research into the 
fate of the missing, as well 
as documentation from a 
variety of sources, including 
captured German records, the 
International Red Cross, sources 
within enemy-occupied lands 
and letters from casualties’ 
family and friends.

Hudson’s book helps 
readers to understand these 
records, explaining where the 
information originated, as well 
as providing an understanding 
of the documents themselves.

RAF Association members can 
get 20% off this title by visiting 
bit.ly/CasFile or calling 01226 
734222 and using the code 
RAFA20. Offer valid until 31 
March, 2021.

“Modelling British 
Aircraft of World 
War II” 
by Jeff Herne
Publisher: The Crowood Press 
RRP £19.99

Aimed at modellers of all levels 
of experience and illustrated 
with more than 300 colour 
photographs, this 160-page 
book provides essential 
guidance on how to get 
started in modelling British 
aircraft of WWII.

It covers: how to prepare 
your workspace, paints and 
equipment, tips on reference 
material, construction 
techniques and painting 
recipes, advice on fitting a 
base or creating a diorama 
as well as a chapter on RAF 
camouflage and markings.

A step-by-step guide to 
building and painting the 
following models is also 
provided: 1/48 Hurricane Mk 
IIc; 1/32 Spitfire Mk IIa; 1/48 
Mosquito Mk VI; 1.48 Swordfish 
Mk II; and a 1/72 Lancaster B III.

RAF Association members can 
get 20% off this title by calling 
01672 520320 and using 
the code RAFA20, or visiting 
bit.ly/WW2Model (code not 
required online – discount is 
automatically applied). Offer 
valid until 31 March, 2021.

Culture Vultures

“The Territorial 
Air Force”
by Dr Louise Wilkinson
Publisher: Pen & Sword Books
 RRP £25.00

Covering the history of the 
Territorial Air Force from its 
creation in the early 1920s until 
1957, this book looks at the 
ideas behind the formation of 
different types of reserve for 
the RAF. It examines the way in 
which men were recruited for 
the three different groups: the 
Auxiliary Air Force, the Special 
Reserve and the Royal Air Force 
Volunteer Reserve.

While volunteering for 
military service played a 
key role in the defence of 
twentieth-century Britain, 
the underlying tensions 
associated with a class-based 
voluntary culture meant that 
the Territorial Air Force had 
to change in response to new 
pressures. This saw the pre-war 
impression of a gentlemen’s 
flying club finally give way to 
a more meritocratic culture in 
the post-war world. This book 
explores that transformation.

RAF Association members can 
get 20% off this title by visiting 
bit.ly/TerritAF or calling  
01226 734222 and using the 
code RAFA20. Offer valid until 
31 March, 2021.

“Red Hawk Rising” 
by Peter William Hall
Publisher: Pegasus Publishers

RRP £11.99

It's the 1960s during the Cold 
War in this spy thriller. Corporal 
Andy Hill is posted to RAF West 
Sanby as part of the technical 
team evaluating the new 
British surface to air missile 
programme, Red Hawk. While 
there, however, he has higher-
authority additional orders to 
covertly investigate systems 
and personnel involved in the 
programme and to close down 
security weaknesses which 
had already resulted in leaked 
information to the Russians. 

In doing this, Corporal Hill 
goes up against an old enemy, 
the Russian, Major Garasov, 
whose desire for personal 
revenge is frustrated by Andy's 
successes in foiling KGB 
attempts to gain knowledge 
vital in enabling Soviet control 
of the Red Hawk.

RAF Association members can 
get 20% off this title by visiting 
bit.ly/HawkRising or calling 
01223 370012 and using the 
code REDHAWK20. Offer valid 
until 31 March, 2021.
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Whether you are starting from scratch, 
or have already written something, 
Bound Biographies can work with you 
to produce a handsomely bound book 
for your family.

Call Wendy on 01428 643591 or email 
WendyBB@compuserve.com

WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY
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BOOKS

York Military 
Books

Military, Naval, 
Aviation & Militaria Books 

bought & sold.
 Relevant part or whole

collections always sought 

Tel: 01423 360828 
Mob: 07717 155619

www.yorkmilitarybooks.co.uk

Classified Advertising

PUBLISHERS

To advertise in the classified section please contact  JULIE LANGLEY
Call: 01780 663011 Ext: 154  •  Email: julie.langley@keypublishing.com

RATED 

ON

A civilian surgeon is taken from his routine 
practice and finds that military surgery in war 

zones distressed by civil war, humanitarian 
disasters and battlefield conflict is very 

different from the comforts 
of home and civilian surgery.

AVAILABLE TO PURCHASE AT 
BOOKDEPOSITORY.COM 
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Murray Eckett

For further details please contact me on 
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Under the radar

T
he De Havilland Mosquito 
is commonly recognised 
as one of the truly great 
designs to have emerged 

during the Second World War. 
With its twin Rolls-Royce Merlin 
engines and an airframe largely 
constructed from spruce, balsa and 
plywood, the ‘wooden wonder’ 
combined a speed, range and 
height which few other aircraft 
could match. The versatility of 
the Mosquito was also unrivalled. 
While it was not unusual for an 
aircraft to be used in a number of 
roles, it is rare for that aircraft to 
excel in so many of them.

Conceived as a fast, light 
bomber, the Mosquito first entered 
RAF service in 1941 as a photo 
reconnaissance aircraft. Its exploits 
as a bomber, target marker, 
night-fighter, fighter-bomber and 
anti-shipping 

aircraft are well known, but the 
Mosquito was also used as a high 
speed diplomatic courier aircraft, 
electronic intelligence gathering 
platform and for target towing. 

Another important function 
the Mosquito carried out was 
meteorological reconnaissance. 
Weather could cause major 
problems for Bomber Command’s 
strategic campaign against 
Germany, when cloud or fog 
obscured targets or enveloped 
home airfields to make landing 
hazardous. Unpredicted winds 
could force aircraft miles off 
course, and the ever-present risk 
of ice could bring down an aircraft 
as effectively as flak or fighters.  

Accurate data regarding the 
conditions over the continent 

was vital to the 
success of a raid. 
So PAMPA flights 
(photographic 
reconnaissance 
and 
meteorological 
photography 
aircraft) were 
introduced. 

These involved sending an 
aircraft in advance of a Bomber 
Command raid to report on the 
conditions en-route and over the 
target. PAMPA flights were initially 
undertaken by Spitfires, but by 
1942 the Mosquito took over the 
role, with its superior performance 
and twin crew members proving 
a great asset. Flying alone and 
unarmed, the Mosquito relied on 
speed and height to protect it 
from interception.

The Mosquito currently 
preserved at the RAF Museum 
in Hendon – TT.35 TJ138 – was 
allocated to 98 Squadron in West 
Germany in 1950. This squadron 
formed part of the British Air 
Forces of Occupation, and 
among its tasks were twice-daily 
meteorological flights. These 

recorded temperatures on wet 
and dry bulb thermometers at 
500, 1,000 and 1,500 feet. Above 
this altitude, temperature readings 
were then taken when a drop 
in atmospheric pressure of 50 
millibars was encountered, until 
300 millibars had been reached. 
Cloud levels, icing conditions and 
the height where condensation 
trails formed were also recorded.  

By 1954, TJ138 had been 
converted to a target towing 

aircraft, and joined a civilian anti-
aircraft cooperation unit at RAF 
Llanbedr. This unit moved to RAF 
Woodvale in 1958, where TJ138 
took over from the recently retired 
Spitfires and began operating 
with the Meteorological Research 
Flight, Temperature and Humidity 
– usually referred to as the THUM 
Flight. However, the Mosquito’s 
tenure was a short one, and it fell 
to TJ138 to undertake the very last 
THUM flight on 8 April 1959. AM

The RAF Museum’s Ewen Cameron looks at the one of the 
most versatile aircraft in RAF history, and the role it played in 
climate-related research.

Climatic conditions

Above: Mosquito TJ138 is preserved at the RAF Museum London in the colour 
scheme it first wore when it joined No. 98 Squadron in 1950. © RAF Museum.
Left: TJ138 about to lift off from a wet Woodvale runway to undertake the 
very last THUM flight. © RAF Museum.

Adopt an artefact
The RAF Museum offers members of the public the opportunity to 
adopt one of over 50 objects from the museum’s collection. 

With a more than 1.3 million items in the museum, spanning more 
than a century of RAF history, Adopt an Artefact may well appeal to 
people who just want to support the organisation or find an unusual 
gift for an RAF or aviation enthusiast.  

Find out more online at rafmuseum.org, where you can explore 
the collection and browse the items up for adoption; everything 
from lapel badges, lucky mascots and an RAF evening bag, to aircraft, 
Douglas Bader’s log book and even fragments of the Möhne Dam.
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TWO GENERATIONS:
A SHARED SPIRIT

Continue the journey with our accessories, collectibles and

giftware; all handmade in the UK from material reclaimed from

RAF aircraft.

www.icarusoriginals.com

A brand new range of  six counted cross stitch kits 
designed to honour the generation that saved the 

country, and the aircraft in which they did so.

THE FABRIC FAIRY
Invicta House • 10 Ferry Road • Golspie • Sutherland • KW10 6ST

fabric@thefabricfairy.co.uk

“Finest Hour”
• Handmade In The Highlands •

Ideal Christmas gifts, not available in shops.

For your FREE brochure, call 01408 633097
(answerphone after 5.00 pm)

or email fabric@thefabricfairy.co.uk

• Spitfi re

• Hurricane

• ‘Dambusters’ Lancaster

• Sunderland

• Mosquito

• 11 Group airfi elds, June 1940
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The latest from behind the wire

JANUARY - MARCH 2021  AIR MAIL     57

There has also been extensive 
work at RAF Gibraltar. Years of 
constant use had taken its toll on 
the Northern Military Dispersal 
and a project was put in place 
to replace a large section of its 
surface. The dispersal is the only 
parking area in Gibraltar that 
can hold the weight of the RAF`s 
C-17 Globemaster.

Back in the UK, the last RAF 
firefighters have graduated 
from the Defence Fire Training 
and Development Centre at the 
famous RAF Manston in Kent. 
The Centre is moving to the Fire 
Service College at Moreton-
in-Marsh in Gloucestershire. 

The move ends the RAF`s long 
association with Manston, which 
was one of the most famous 
airfields during the Battle 
of Britain.

The 80th anniversary of the 
Battle was marked across the 
UK, despite the restrictions 
imposed due to the pandemic. 
One of the events was held at 
RAF Digby in Lincolnshire when 
the Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight Spitfire Mk IIa P7350, the 
last remaining Spitfire still flying 
today which fought in the Battle 
of Britain, made several passes 
over the armed forces personnel, 
contractors and public associated 

with Digby today.
As the oldest RAF station, 

opening on 28 March 1918, Digby 
has a rich and notable heritage. In 
the 1920s and 1930s it was home 
to Nos. 2 and 3 Flying Training 
Schools with Frank Whittle, Guy 
Gibson and Douglas Bader all 
stationed there at one point or 
another. The station underwent a 
major refurbishment in 1935-36 
and in 1937 it became a Fighter 
Command station under Air 
Vice-Marshal Sir Hugh Dowding. 
It ceased being a flying station 
after the war but continues to be 
an important signals site for all 
three services.

From Spitfires to the world of 
unmanned aerial vehicles, namely 
the RAF`s first Protector RG Mk1 
aircraft which has successfully 
completed its first flight after 
coming off the production line. 
The latest milestone in the UK 
Protector programme follows the 
announcement last summer that 
the first three aircraft were being 
manufactured following the award 
by the Ministry of Defence of a 
£65 million contract to General 
Atomics – Aeronautical Systems 
Inc (GA-ASI).

This is the first of the three 
Protector aircraft currently on 
order. The contract includes 
an option for a further 13, to 
complete the planned fleet of 
16 aircraft that will more than 
double the capability currently 
provided by Reaper. The UK and 
Belgium have agreed to explore 
collaboration on the MQ-9B 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft System 
(RPAS), known in the RAF as the 
Protector RG Mk 1, which both 
nations are acquiring.

Aircraft and bases would be 
nothing without the skills and 

Association members 
receive a discount on 
subscriptions to the RAF’s 
fortnightly publication 
RAF News. Call RAF News/
Johnson Press on 
01909 517 331 or email 
rafnews@jpress.co.uk. 
You will need to give your 
Association membership 
number to subscribe. RAF firefighter at the Defence Fire Training and Development Centre, 

Manston. © MOD/Crown.

Standard bearers on the altar at Westminster Abbey’s 2020 Battle of 
Britain service. © MOD/Crown.

Spitfire P7350 was part of the display marking the 80th anniversary of 
the Battle of Britain at RAF Digby. © MOD/Crown.

dedication of the RAF personnel 
behind them, and four RAF 
Weapons System Officers have 
recently graduated from a 
demanding course provided by 
the Royal Navy at Culdrose in 
Cornwall. The 16 week course 
taught them the fundamentals of 
airborne navigation and tactical 
mission command, allowing them 
to locate, identify and monitor 
targets and also to direct search 
and rescue missions.

Finally, the RAF`s Falcons team 
has a new leader. In October, 
Flight Lieutenant Ash Grey-
Smart officially handed over 
the prestigious role of Officer 
Commanding RAF Falcons 
Parachute Display Team to 
Flight Lieutenant Chris Wilce 
for the 2021 season.  Although 
this year’s display season was 
cancelled due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Falcons 
have been conducting essential 
military parachute training for the 
2021 season. Flight Lieutenant 
Wilce said: “It is an honour and a 
privilege... I hope that 2021 will be 
full of exciting opportunities for 
the team and our supporters, and 
together we can bounce back with 
the rest of the nation from what 
has been a difficult 2020.” AM

The latest from behind the wire

NEWS FROM THE RAF A roundup
by Mike Curtis
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The largest military 
exercise to be run by 
the Royal Air Force in 
the United Kingdom for 

over a decade was held at the end 
of October and into November. 
Exercise Crimson Warrior saw RAF, 
Royal Navy, United States Marine 
Corps and United States Air Force 
fast jets, multi-engine aircraft 
and helicopters operating from 
a number of RAF stations across 
the UK. 

At its peak, Crimson Warrior 
involved more than 70 aircraft 
conducting high intensity 
tactical training together over 
the North Sea and the North 
East of England. The exercise was 
a development of the regular 
Cobra Warrior exercises, widely 
regarded as the most challenging 
training for aircrew and also 
the final step for those seeking 
to become Qualified Weapons 
Instructors (QWI), Qualified Multi-
Engine Tactics Instructors, QWI 
Intelligence, Surveillance and 
Reconnaissance and Qualified 
Space Instructors Course.

The expanded Crimson Warrior 
included training scenarios for 
the new F-35B Lightning stealth 
fighters and also the helicopters 
that will form the Carrier Strike 
Group Air Wing for next year’s 
operational deployment of 
the aircraft carrier HMS Queen 
Elizabeth. 

The exercise director Group 
Captain Rob Barrett said Crimson 
Warrior challenged participants 
in the full range of air and space 
power roles. It had also been a 
challenge to organise and run, 
not least in the context of the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Before Crimson Warrior, HMS 
Queen Elizabeth embarked the 
largest number of warplanes 
anywhere in the world onto her 
deck as it was prepared for its 
Carrier Strike Group Air Wing 
role. Lightnings of 617 Squadron 
landed on the carrier off the east 

coast of Scotland in September, 
along with F-35Bs of United States 
Marine Corps. Usually based at 
Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, in 
Arizona, the VMFA-211 squadron 
arrived at 617`s base at RAF 
Marham to work up with the RAF 
aircraft, before embarking on HMS 
Queen Elizabeth for the biannual 
exercise codenamed Joint Warrior.

Autumn was a very busy time 
for exercises involving the RAF. 
At the beginning of October, 
RAF Coningsby hosted a number 
of F-15E Strike Eagles from the 
USAF base at Lakenheath in 

Suffolk for three days. Through 
the Agile Combat Employment 
(ACE) concept, the USAF is 
testing new ways of deploying 
its aircraft during potential 
crises. Aimed at increasing 
flexibility and improving combat 
effectiveness, the Mission 
Assurance Exercise saw the Strike 
Eagles operate alongside the 
Coningsby Typhoons.

“ACE means fighting on the 
move, with small units and small 
footprints,” said USAF Colonel 
Jason Camilletti, Commander of 
the 48th Fighter Wing. “Exercising 
elements of ACE enables US 
forces in Europe to operate from 
locations with varying levels of 
capacity and support, ensuring 
[crews] are postured to deliver 
lethal combat power across the 
spectrum of military operations.”

The RAF`s other Typhoon base 
at Lossiemouth in Scotland 
has reopened after extensive 
renovation, including a £75million 
revamp of its runways. The work 
was required to handle the new 
squadron of nine P-8A Poseidon 
maritime patrol aircraft. During 
the work, Lossiemouth`s Typhoons 
were deployed to the former RAF 
Kinloss, now Kinloss Barracks, with 
the Quick Reaction Alert aircraft 
operating out of their old base 
at Leuchars.

RAF Falcons conduct freefall training from the 
ramp of a Hercules. © MOD/Crown.

RAF Regiment training during Exercise Crimson Warrior. © MOD/Crown.



Our new Connections
for Life service fights
loneliness with friendship.

Call: 0800 018 2361 Visit: rafa.org.uk/connectionsforlife
To receive support, email: enquiries@rafa.org.uk
To volunteer, email: friend@rafa.org.uk

Loneliness affects tens of thousands
of people across the RAF community. 
Whether you’re a veteran struggling
to adapt to life after service, or a family
member facing difficulties alone,
loneliness can be devastating to your
mental and physical health. 
Connections for Life is the new way that the RAF 
Association is fighting loneliness with friendship.
We’ve combined our befriending and telephone 
outreach services into one powerful force to end 
the misery of isolation and loneliness.

A friend when you’re all alone
A regular chat with a friend can make the world 
of difference when you’re alone. If you’re someone
who’s lost touch with your family or community,
Connections for Life can match you with a caring,
friendly volunteer who can bring laughter and
companionship into your life again. It’s a wonderful
way to gain confidence, spend time with someone
who shares your interests, and reconnect with the
outside world. 

To bring friendship into your life, simply get in touch 
with our Connections for Life team on 0800 018 2361. 
Or you can email enquiries@rafa.org.uk or visit 
rafa.org.uk/connectionsforlife to start getting the 
caring support you deserve.

Could you become a volunteer?
Connections for Life depends on a dedicated team
of volunteers. Because the pandemic has left so many 
more people in the RAF community cut off from friends 
and family, we urgently need more volunteers to step 
forward and offer friendship over the telephone.

If you’re able to offer some of your time, please get in 
touch with our Connections for Life team at 
friend@rafa.org.uk or via the telephone number
or website detailed below. It’s easy to sign up as a
volunteer, and you’ll receive all the training you need
to bring companionship and joy to someone in the
RAF community who’s struggling right now.

Fighting loneliness with friendship
In the RAF, we’ve always looked out for our own –
that’s something that will never change. Now, through
Connections for Life, we can make certain that no one
in the RAF community ever feels alone or left behind. 

“It’s hard to get out and 
meet people, and you 
feel ever so lonely.”
RAF veteran
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Crossword

1 2 3 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11

12 13

14 15 17

16 17

18 18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26 28 27

Across
1 Our membership and welfare charity (4)

3 Hollow talk! (5,5)

9 Perform Lieutenant – you stupid fellow (4)

10  Chemical decomposition induced by ionizing 
radiation (10)

12 Segregating (9)

13 To insert text with elapsed type of mail (5)

14 RAF four-striper (5,7)

18 Not disposed to do good to others (12)

21 A tendon (5)

22  Depend on with punished inside for affected 
elegance (9)

24  Fish for small fruit and get vegetable  
disease (10)

25 Yield to tennis ace by the sound of it (4)

26  Penetrate with oxygen to my intestinal wall 
incision (10)

27 A swelling form left out (4)

New Year 2021 Crossword
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aram sang - masan gar - mara sang - aram snag - anagram
s – sam

arang - naga arm
s - anam

 rags - nam
a rags - m

ana rags - aram
 sang - m

asan gar - m
ara sang - aram

 snag - anagram
s – sam

arang - naga arm
s - anam

 rags - nam
a rags - m

ana rags - aram sang - masan gar - mara sang 

by Enigma

Down
1 Thrushes with blood coloured limbs for flying (8)

2 Start a 2nd innings immediately after the 1st (6,2)

4 Well-known place in Florida (5)

5 Driver trying to get into your boot! (9)

6 Does Banksy do this? (4,8)

7 Oppose naughty sister (6)

8 Plan of action starts terribly messy, perhaps (6)

11 Greeting on 1/1 (5,3,4)

15 Repugnant (9)

16 Ready to be controlled (8)

17 Hear boy and girl find synthetic fabric (8)

19 Flee from eastern space, somehow (6)

20 K or N on board (6)

23 Marketplace in favour of some rum (5)

The solution to this crossword can be found at the 
bottom of page 64.
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Flight       
      Path 

from the new  
RAF Association  
Puzzle Book

Cognitive challenges, survival skills, visual abilities, memory tests and 
knowledge training. This is the second in our series of devilish brain 
teasers from the RAF Association Puzzle Book.

If these two puzzles just aren't enough, you can wait for your next issue 
of Air Mail, or buy a copy of the whole 256-page book from rafa.org.uk/shop, 
Waterstones, The Works and other high street and online book sellers.

Flight Path 2 
Mission 14: Plot the correct flight path

About the author: Described as “The king of puzzles” Dr Gareth Moore has produced more than 100 puzzle and brain-training books for children 
and adults, including The Mindfulness Puzzle Book, The Mammoth Book of New Sudoku and The Ordnance Survey Puzzle Book. He is also the 
creator of the daily brain-training website BrainedUp.com, and runs popular puzzle site PuzzleMix.com. Find him online at DrGarethMoore.com.

Flight Path 1 
Mission 13: Plot the correct flight path

Briefing:  
Draw a path that joins the two black dots, travelling horizontally or vertically from 
dot to dot. The path cannot visit a dot more than once, or cross over a shaded 
square. Digits outside the grid reveal the total number of dots visited by the path in 
certain rows and columns. Those without a number may have any number of dots 
visited. Solutions are on page 64.

4 2 3 3 1
1
3
3
2
4

5 5 4 2 1 2
3
1
2
3
6
4
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Mr A M Pleasant Bedale and RAF Leeming
Mr J Pleasants Wimborne
Mr L Potter Kings Lynn and District
Mr B Prime Hinckley and District
Mrs J Prudhoe Rothbury
Mr B Pugh Llangollen
Mrs B F Ramsey  
Thornton Cleveleys
Mr C Read Wisbech
Mrs E Richards Wales, Midland and South Western  
 Area HQ
Mr R A K Robinson Aylesbury and Halton
Mr D J Roe Sheffield
Mr D Sanderson Barnstaple and North Devon
Mr P Savage Hinckley and District
Mrs M E Sawyer Torquay
Mr J Saxey-Santillo Windsor and Eton
Mr A Sayers BEM Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District
Mr J Schembri Malta GC
Mr T Scott Biggin Hill RMG
Mr M Shilcock Headquarters
Squadron Leader P E Skinner Kenley and Caterham
Mr M Smart Norwich
Mr L Smith European Area HQ
Mrs J M Spencer Retford
Mrs P Stay Warminster RMG
Mr B Stelfox Barrow-in-Furness
Mr S Stringer MBE Eastbourne
Mr R Sturdy Newcastle-under-Lyme
Mr R Sykes Darlington 
Mr C Taylor Newcastle and Gateshead

Mr G E Thomas Porthcawl and Kenfig
Mr D Thorogood Chelmsford
Mr B W Thurgood Darlington 
Mr J Tickner Headquarters
Mr M Tieman Tamworth
Mr B Veale Hull
Mr H Wagner Wisbech
Mr A Walker Hartlepool
Mr L Watts Llandaff and Ely
Mr T Webb Bury St Edmunds
Mr R Welbelove RAF St Mawgan
Mr D Whittle Southampton and Eastleigh
Mr J Whitwell South East and Eastern Area HQ
Mr S Wilbur Hinckley and District
Mr B Williams Lincoln
Mrs K Williams Oldham
Mr S Williamson Romford
Mr D Winter Orpington RMG
Mr G Wise Cranbrook and Hawk RMG
Mr R G Wright York
Mr D Yeodal Melksham
Wing Commander M Young MBE Sheffield

We specially remember those members who  
had reached or passed their 100th birthday

Mrs D Boyes Ryedale
Wing Commander E Chelmick MBE 1066
Mr R W Sargent Frome
Mr C Shorten Worthing

100

www.rafmct.org.uk

Royal Air Force
In Concert

2021
7.30pm 21 May - De Montfort Hall, Leicester

7.30pm 10 June - CAST, Doncaster

7.30pm 2 July - Hawth Theatre, Crawley

7.30pm 3 July - Winter Gardens, Weston-Super-Mare

3.00pm 3 October - Corn Exchange, King’s Lynn

7.30pm 9 October - Palace Theatre, Newark

7.30pm 21 October, 4 November, 9 December - Winston Churchill Hall, Ruislip

Provisional dates subject to Covid19 regulations

62    AIR MAIL JANUARY - MARCH 2021

Mr J Abbott Birmingham Sheldon
Mr P Addison Ryedale
Mr P J Alexander Bexleyheath and District
Mr W A Alleyne Darlington 
Mr S Anderson Cambridge
Mr R Andrews Barnsley 
Mr J Austin Headquarters
Mr D Bailie Headquarters
Mr H Bailiss Harrow District
Air Marshal Sir J Baird KBE CStJ Ely
Mr D S Barnes Formby
Mr N Bartlett Chelmsford
Mr R Beaumont Market Harborough
Mr G Bell Kings Lynn and District
Mr P Bennett Headquarters
Mr H R Bentley Northwich
Mr R Bishop Dursley and South Gloucestershire
Wing Commander B Blakebrough Eastbourne
Mr J Bland Colchester
Mr F P Booth Leicester
Mr C J Brazier Evesham
Mrs H Brennan Hartlepool
Mr K Bridge Leigh
Mr A Bristow Headquarters
Mr R Brocklebank Exmouth
Mr E Brook Anglesey
Mr M G Broom Headquarters
Mr I Brown Headquarters
Mr S J W Brown Headquarters
Mr W Buckley St Davids and Solva
Mr H Cam Baron Grantham
Miss M A Carnell Burnham-on-Sea
Mr D Chivers Headquarters
Mr M Clarke Eastbourne
Mr G Clarke MBE Stourbridge RMG
Mr J Clarke Witham and Rivenhall
Mr W B Clay Stourbridge RMG
Mr R P Clowes Dunstable
Mr M Coote Mid-Somerset
Mr L W Cope Uxbridge
Mr T W Corder St Neots
Mr G Corrigan Bury St Edmunds
Mr M Cottenden St Neots
Mr L Croft North Walsham
Mr G F Curtis Romford
Mr C R Cuthbert MBE Llangollen
Wing Commander J Dickson
AE CVO MBE North Cornwall 
Mrs P Dunn Bebington 
Mr R Eden Christchurch
Mr J Edwards Wolverhampton and District

We record with sadness the passing of the 
following members of the RAF Association

Mrs M Ellis Colchester
Mr H Elsner Melton Mowbray
Mr D Field North Cornwall 
Mr R E Fieldhouse Gloucester
Mr E Fitton Letchworth and Hitchin
Reverend R A Garden Dover and District
Mr A F Gayfer Torquay
Mr A Geddes Gloucester
Mr W Goddard Mid-Somerset
Mr R Golds Shoreham-by-Sea
Mr P F Haines Headquarters
Squadron Leader J Hampson Sheringham and District
Mr G Hancock Coventry
Mr R Hannis Leigh
Squadron Leader M Hardwick Armourers
Squadron Leader E E Harnett Newmarket RMG
Reverend A Harrison Republic of Ireland
Mr L Haynes Norwich
Mr M Heather York
Mr L Heaton Kings Lynn and District
Miss C Hogan Grimsby, Cleethorpes and District
Mr B Holland Lowestoft
Mr J W I Holtham Stone and District
Mr B Hyde AE* Hythe and Romney Marsh
Mr R Hyde Rutland
Mr A R Ingram Northampton and District
Squadron Leader W James Camberley and District RMG
Mr C R Johnson Headquarters
Mr G Johnson Thornton Cleveleys
Mr D T Jones Headquarters
Mr T Keeley Sud-Ouest
Mr A H Kenyon Headquarters
Mr R Kibble-White Burnham-on-Sea
Mr J D King Great Yarmouth and District
Mr P Kirk Great Glen
Mr A Laing Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders
Miss D S Lambert Hull
Mr W Law Headquarters
Mr F P Le Duc MBE Headquarters
Mr W Littleboy Norwich
Mr W Lockley Lincoln
Mr K Lodge Fareham
Mr J J Madden City of Bristol
Mr A McCreadie Armourers
Mr G McDonald Rothbury
Mr J S McGrath Barnsley 
Mr R McLachlan Moffat and Lockerbie RMG
Mr C N Mentz Christchurch
Mr P C Miller Lincoln
Mr J Millett Littlehampton
Mr A T Mills Aylesford and Malling
Mr J Morgan Pontardawe and District
Mr J Morgan Towyn and Aberdovey
Mrs I Narramore Cape Town
Mr H Nockemann Fareham
Mr S Norton Bishop Auckland
Mrs M O'Neill Whitley Bay
Mrs J Owen Boston
Mr D Palmer Bury St Edmunds
Group Captain K Parfit Dursley and South Gloucestershire
Mr J Parker Preston
Mr E Parkin Ripon and District
Mr R Parsons Eastbourne
Mr L R Peachey Bury St Edmunds
Mr P Pearson Yeadon
Mr T Platt Llangollen
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Remembering

Thomas James Keeley.
© Family archive

Allan Scott. 
© RAF Benevolent Fund

Honouring those 
who have departed
Ron Cooper 
Bomber Command veteran Ron 
Cooper has died aged 98. After 
an engineering apprenticeship at 
the Boulton Paul factory, he joined 
the RAF and flew Wellington 
bombers with 37 Squadron. His 
WWII postings included Italy, 
Germany, Africa, and the Middle 
East. Ron then served in Palestine 
as an instructor. In 2011, at RAF 
Cosford’s Wellington Bomber 
Conservation Project, he received 
a heroes’ welcome and shared his 
knowledge and experiences with 
the conservation team. Sergeant 
Mark Jones, RAF Association 
Liaison Officer at Stafford Branch, 
arranged for a guard of honour at 
the crematorium, and the branch’s 
Ann Crofts also captured the 
event on camera for Ron’s great 
grandson – currently serving with 
the RAF in Iraq.

Thomas James Keeley
Having joined the RAF in 1947, 
Thomas took part in the Berlin 
Airlift before being selected for 
aircrew in 1950. He served with 
Coastal Command until 1959, and 
was then recruited to Bomber 
Command as an Air Electronics 
Officer. He endured the early 
1960s stand-off between the 
Soviet Union and America, before 
serving in Singapore later that 
decade, where he was made 
officer in charge of the combined 
services football team and led 
them to victory in the President’s 
Cup. A veteran of 37 years’ service, 

Thomas James Keeley died aged 
91 in August 2020. 

Ken Parfit
Ken was posted to an air 
navigation school in Canada 
before joining 61 Squadron to 
fly Lancasters. His first of many 
Bomber Command operations 
was in northern France in support 
of Canadian soldiers on D-Day. 
Ken flew a further 29 operations 
with the Pathfinder Force. After 
the war he became Commanding 
Officer of 84 Squadron in Aden, 
then of 30 Squadron at RAF 
Fairford. In 1974 he became CO 
at RAF Episkopi in Cyprus. When 
Turkey invaded the island a 
few weeks later, Ken worked to 

support refugees and with the 
repatriation of families to the UK. 
He was then posted to Ankara, 
Turkey. On leaving the RAF in 
1977, Ken worked for British 
Aerospace in Saudi Arabia until 
his retirement. In 2015, he was 
awarded the Légion d’honneur 
by the French Government for his 
role in D-Day. Ken died aged 96 in 
August 2020.

Allan Scott DFM
Allan Scott began his RAF service 
in November 1940, and flew more 
than 80 types of aircraft during 
his career. But it was his time as a 
Spitfire pilot for which he will be 
most remembered. It is thought 
that Allan shot down 13 enemy 

aircraft during the war, flying 
Spitfires in numerous battles 
including the siege of Malta. He 
was awarded the Distinguished 
Flying Medal. Alan also flew 
Mustangs to escort heavy bomber 
raids into Germany and later 
worked as a test pilot. In 2013 
he published his memoir, ‘Born 
to survive’, and in 2018 he took 
to the skies in a Spitfire to mark 
the 100th anniversary of the RAF. 
Squadron Leader Allan Scott died 
in September 2020 aged 99. 

Henry Wagner
Henry Wagner was born in March 
1923. Though Irish by birth, he 
gained UK citizenship and was 
called up in August 1942. He 
became a navigator and served 
on Halifaxes with 51 Squadron. In 
the early hours of 18 December 
1944 his squadron set out on a 
dawn raid on Duisburg, but bad 
weather caused his aircraft to 
be late. Badly damaged over the 
target, the crew were ordered to 
bail out. Henry was the only one 
to survive. He landed behind 
enemy lines and was captured 
after six days on the run. After 
enduring the ‘long march’ Henry 
was finally liberated, returning 
home on 15 May 1945. Henry 
Wagner passed away in October 
2020, aged 97.

Ron Cooper. © Family archive

Henry Wagner. 
© Family archive

Ken Parfit. 
© Family archive

Correction: In the previous issue’s 
'Remembering' we mistakenly stated that 
Robert Gill was the recipient of the DFC. He 
was in fact awarded the DFM.
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Notices

Notices
OLD COLLEAGUES
Do any ex-WAAF members 
remember me, Corporal Hilda 
‘Penny’ Penfold? I did basic 
training at RAF Bridgnorth in 
1941, then at RAF Bridlington 
on the Equipment Assistant 
course. I was later stationed at 
RAF Mildenhall (July/Aug 1941), 
RAF Lakenheath (Feb/Mar 1942), 
RAF Waterbeach (Sept 1944), 
and RAF Wratting Common. If 
so, please call 07751 827 815 or 
email: h.mac1920@outlook.com

Does anyone know of Slim Betts, or 
any others, who served at RAF Benson in the Fire and Crash Rescue
section under Flight Sergeant Proctor? Then, at RAF Takali Malta 
Fire and Crash Rescue, again under Flight Sergeant Procter and Flight 
Lieutenant Peter King? Peter and I played rugby for the rarely beaten 
Takali Hawks rugby union team. I also played for RAF Benson, Transport 
Command UK and Malta Command, teams. If you can put any in touch 
with me – SAC John (Jock) Smith 4245475 – I would be most grateful. 
Email: smithjmelbourne@icloud.com 

I would appreciate any information about an old colleague, Squadron 
Leader Hines, who was CO RAF Unit Maralinga, South Australia, from 
about 1958-61. Please email: Sirarthurlawrence@btinternet.com

SAC Archie ‘Paddy’ Hartin is looking for ex-servicemen who would have 
been stationed in Iraq, Catterick, Locking or Ballykelly between 1957 
and 1962. Eddie ‘Jock’ Monroe, Dia Reece, Brian ‘Chunky’ Willis, 
Geordie Railton, Reg Woodward, Paddy Keenan, Charlie Bolton, 

Submit your notices – free for all members
Notices is a free member benefit to help you keep connected 
with people and places from your time in the RAF or the RAF 
Association, or to announce news of births, marriages, christenings, 
engagements, and more. For inclusion in the next issue, email your 
text to notices@rafa.org.uk, post it to the address on the inside 
front cover or call 0800 018 2361 by 5 February 2021. 

Make sure to include an email address and/or telephone number 
within your message so readers can contact you. This is a service for 
members only.

Jock Bell, Gerry Frith and Alex Southgate plus many more. Call 0115 
9050162 or email: kellyhartin@hotmail.co.uk

I would like to contact Flight Lieutenant John Harrison-Broadley, an 
Avro Lincoln B2 pilot I met in July 1953 when serving as an Engine Fitter 
with 83 Squadron, RAF Hemswell. He always acknowledged me – an 
LAC ‘erk’ – despite our difference in rank, as an officer and gentleman 
should. His colleagues (but not I) nicknamed him ‘Hubbly Bubbly’, 
though I’m not sure if he was aware of this. Please email:
alison.scrimshaw@live.co.uk or call 0115 925 6392.

Do you know Paul Brown? Born 1951 in Scropton, Derbyshire and 
joined RAF Brize Norton in 1968. He was/is a keen biker and owned 
a 500cc 'Goldie'. He went to Nottingham in the early 1980s and did a 
course at the university. His Mum recently passed (had moved from 
Scropton to Hatton), but neighbours have no knowledge of Paul or 
his siblings (sister Hazel). No embarrassment to the family intended, 
but is he alive, well and happy? I would love to hear! Contact Mrs 
Sharron Claypole (nee Ward) at claypole432@btinternet.com or on 
07846 771297.

OTHER
RAF Changi Association, including HQ FEAF, invite enquiries for those 
who served there from 1946-70. Free welcome pack available from Mr. 
M. Flack, 01494 728562.

SOLUTION: 
NEW YEAR 2021 
CROSSWORD
Across: 1  RAFA;  
3  Empty words;   9  Dolt;  
10  Radiolysis;  12  Isolating; 
13  Paste;  14  Group Captain; 
18  Uncharitable;  21  Sinew;  
22  Refinedly; 24  Angleberry;  
25 Cede;  26  Enterotomy;  
27  Stye.

Down:  1  Redwings;  
2  Follow on;  4  Miami;  
5  Tailgater;  6  Wall painting; 
7  Resist;  8  System;  
11  Happy New Year;  
15  Abhorrent;  16  Obedient; 
17  Terylene;  19  Escape;  
20  Knight;  23  Forum.

SOLUTION: FLIGHT PATH
Chapter 1: Mission 13                       Chapter 1: Mission 14

42331
1
3
3
2
4

554212
3
1
2
3
6
4

Hilda ‘Penny’ Penfold. 
© Family archive
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RAF TEDDY BEAR
by Merrythought 
Code: MRY-RAF

FACE MASKS & PPE

BEAR IN A PLANE
Plush Spit� re 
with Teddy
Code: BIP

£20.00

To order please call 0800 018 2361
or visit rafa.org.uk/shop

RAF TEDDY BEAR
by Merrythought 

LIMITED 
EDITION

by Merrythought 
MRY-RAF

by Merrythought 

£100

BEARS

HOMEWARE

RAF DISPLAY TEAM FACE MASK 
(Pk of 3) in Black or White
Code: DT-MASK- BLACK / WHITE

RAF DISPLAY TEAM FACE MASK RAF DISPLAY TEAM FACE MASK RAF DISPLAY TEAM FACE MASK 

£10.00

KIDS FACE MASK 
– Aircraft Design
Code: FFP-Mask-Kids

RAF HYGIENE 
HOOK KEYRING
Code: RAF-HHK

FACE MASKS & PPE

RAF DISPLAY TEAM FACE MASK KIDS FACE MASK 

£3.00

KIDS FACE MASK 

£5.00

CLASSIC PLANES 
MUG – Set of 4
Code: LP34040

CLASSIC PLANES 
LAPTRAY 
- Bean Bag Base 
Code: LP46280 

CLASSIC PLANES 
– Set of 4

£15.00

CLASSIC PLANES 
COASTERS 
– Set of 4
Code: LP46275

CLASSIC PLANES 
PLACEMATS 
– Set of 4
Code: LP46276

CLASSIC PLANES CLASSIC PLANES 

£8.00

£4.00

CLASSIC PLANES TRAY 
– Large
Code: LP46279

CLASSIC PLANES TRAY CLASSIC PLANES TRAY 

£6.00

£10.00

HOMEWARE
CLASSIC PLANES CLASSIC PLANES 

- Bean Bag Base 

£12.00
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CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

Support the RAF family 
with our newest ranges:

A

B

C

D

E

HATS
Red Arrows Fur Pom Pom Beanie - in Red / Grey/ Navy/ Oatmeal
Codes: RA041C-BC412- CRED / LGRE / NAVY / OATM  ............................£14.00

RAF Kids Pom Pom Beanie – in Bright Red / Bright Royal / 
Burgundy/ Navy / True Pink
Codes: RAF007KC-B406B - BRED / BROY / BURG / OATM /FNAV / TPIN £14.00

RAF Beanie – in Heather - Burgun / Grey / Oat / Red / Royal
Codes: RAF006C-B425- HBUR / HGRE / HOAT / HRED /  HROY ...............£10.00

Red Arrows Fur Pom Pom Beanie - in Red / Grey/ Navy/ Oatmeal
Codes: 

E

RAF Kids Pom Pom Beanie – in Bright Red / Bright Royal / 
Burgundy/ Navy / True Pink
Codes: 

F

F

RED ARROWS CABLE KNIT 
GLOVES – Navy
Code: RA041-B497

RED ARROWS LUNCH 
BAGS – Navy / Pink
Code: RA032BAG-QD435-NAVY / CLPK NEW

RED ARROWS SLIPPERS 
– Child/Junior/Adult
Codes: 
CC-Slippers-
Hawk- 
Child / Junior 
/ Adult/ Adult

£25.00£18.00

RED ARROWS BACKPACK
Code: RA027BAG-BG155-CRED

£30.00

RA032BAG-QD435-NAVY / CLPKRA032BAG-QD435-NAVY / CLPK

RED ARROWS BACKPACK

RAF Beanie – in Heather - Burgun / Grey / Oat / Red / Royal
RAF006C-B425- HBUR / HGRE / HOAT / HRED /  HROY

GLOVES 

RED ARROWS BACKPACK

RAF006C-B425- HBUR / HGRE / HOAT / HRED /  HROY

RED ARROWS BACKPACKRED ARROWS BACKPACK

Codes: RAF006C-B425- HBUR / HGRE / HOAT / HRED /  HROY

RED ARROWS BACKPACK

RAF006C-B425- HBUR / HGRE / HOAT / HRED /  HROYCodes: 

RED ARROWS BACKPACKRED ARROWS BACKPACKRED ARROWS BACKPACK

RAF Beanie – in Heather - Burgun / Grey / Oat / Red / Royal
Codes: Codes: 

G

G

– Navy

£20.00

100% of profi t goes to supporting RAF family.

SCARVES
RAF Tartan Ladies Scarf Code: 787-S6 ......................................................£21.00

RAF Ladies Silk Scarf Designed By Lady Hillier - in Twill or Chi� on 
Codes: LHS- T / C ....................................£60.00

RAF Association Ladies Scarf (New Crest) – Silk Code: 809-S-RAFA1-S ...£30.00

O�  cial RAF Snood - Blue Code: RAF002-B900 .......................................... £8.00

RAF Tartan Ladies Scarf A

RAF Ladies Silk Scarf Designed By Lady Hillier - in Twill or Chi� on 
Codes: 

B

RAF C

O�  cial RAF Snood - BlueD
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WANT TO RETURN TO SERVICE OR ARE YOU 
CONSIDERING AN INTER SERVICE TRANSFER?

JOBS AVAILABLE NOW
We offer a wide range of opportunities to suit you:

SEARCH RAF RECRUITMENT
REJOINERS & TRANSFEREES

0345 605 5555
/rafrecruitment   @RAF_Recruitment

REJOINERS & TRANSFEREES

•  Fast entry
•  Up to age 57
•  Pay and benefits
•  Re-entry at different 

Rank levels
(Subject to experience)

Offering full regular terms and conditions of service, 
and the ability for shorter engagement lengths. 
If you served in The Royal Navy or the Army 
there are also opportunities for you in 
the Royal Air Force

and the ability for shorter engagement lengths. 
If you served in The Royal Navy or the Army 
there are also opportunities for you in 
the Royal Air Force
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