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Useful Contact Numbers

The Royal Air Forces Association
Central Headquarters

1171/2 Loughborough Road,
Leicester.
LE4 5ND

Telephone: 0116 266 5224

website: www.rafa.org.uk

Area Offices and other useful
Contact Details

Northern

Area HQ and North West Office
Sterling Court,
Offices 1 to 4,

Leyland Business Park, 
Leyland, PR25 3GR.

Telephone: 01772 426930

North East Office
Halifax Block,

RAF Linton on Ouse,
YO30 2AJ.

Telephone 01347 847525/847496

South-East and Eastern

South East Office
3-5 Old Bridge Street, 

Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames, KT1 4BU.

Telephone: 020 8286 6667

Area HQ and Eastern Office
1171/2 Loughborough Road, 

Leicester, LE4 5ND

Telephone: Office 0116 266 5224
Welfare: 0116 268 8781/8782

Scotland and Northern Ireland

Area HQ and Scotland Office
20 Queen Street, 

Edinburgh, EH2 1JX.

Telephone: 0131 225 5221

Northern Ireland Office
21 Talbot Street,
Belfast, BT1 2LD.

Telephone: 02890 325718

RAF Association Contact Addresses and Telephone Numbers

Wales, Midland and
South Western 

Area HQ & South Western Office
RAFA House, Chancel Lane,

Pinhoe, Exeter. EX4 8JU

Telephone: 01392 462088

Wales Office
Celynen Collieries Institute

Memorial Hall,
High Street, Newbridge, 

Newport. NP11 4FH

Telephone: 01495 249522

Midland Office
The Windermere Club, 
110 Wake Green Road,

Moseley, Birmingham. B13 9PZ

Telephone: 0121 449 9356

Overseas Area

21 Talbot Street,
Belfast,
BT1 2LD

Telephone: 02890 325718

The RAF Families Federation
13-15 St Georges Road

Wittering
Peterborough

PE8 6DL

Telephone: 01780 781650
website: www.raf-ff.org.uk

Flowerdown House
55 Beach Road,

Weston Super Mare.  BS23 1BH

Telephone: 01934 621664

Rothbury House
Rothbury,

Morpeth. NE65 7TT

Telephone: 01669 620235

Richard Peck House
1 St Thomas Road,

Lytham St Annes. FY8 1JL

Telephone: 01253 725519
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NEWS Updates and information for members and the wider RAF family

To start with I’m pleased to able to share some
highlights of 2014 with you, hot off the press. More
facts and figures can be found later in this issue, but

I wanted to mention these in particular.

•  We welcomed almost 4,000 new members
•  Around 14,000 of our members currently serve 

in the RAF
•  We supported 13,000 members of the RAF family

Following a renewed focus on increasing our membership
in 2014 we recruited the highest number of new
members since 2010. Associate membership stabilised at
around 8,000 and we want to grow those committed to
the Association and our charitable activity. We will
continue to see a decline in life members, which is
inevitable, especially as this membership option has
closed to new members. 

The average age of our membership has changed and
there are now as many members under 35 as there are
over 75. This is a very positive development for the long-
term health and sustainability of the Association.

In the medium term we estimate that membership will
settle at the 45-50,000 mark. This gives us a starting
position and will ensure the Association remains the largest
single service welfare led member charity in the UK.

We also saw a growth in the number of welfare
contacts/cases in 2014. It looks like we’ll exceed 100,000
contacts/cases and great credit should be given to the
squadrons of Honorary Welfare Officers and caseworkers
who are making such a valuable contribution to so many
people in need.

The following members were awarded National Presidential Certificates to coincide with
the 2015 New Year Honours List. This is in recognition of their ongoing support and
dedication to the RAF Association.

Mr Malcolm Oliver Bennett Aylesford/Malling Branch
Mr Colin Campbell Ayr & Prestwick Branch/Club
Mr Alan Clark Wantage & District Branch
Mr Robert William Clements Norwich Branch
Mr Leslie Nower Sandwich & Deal Branch
Mr J P O'Reilly Trowbridge Branch

National Presidential Certificates

Finally, on the financial side we have had another strong and
successful year. We will have grown our reserves (subject to
audit) to the £26 million mark, with an annual surplus in
excess of £1 million. Full details of the accounts will be
published for circulation at this year’s Annual Conference,
which I’m very much looking forward to.

Until next time.

From the Secretary General
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If you resolved to get fit this year, why
not take the opportunity to raise
money for the RAF Association at the

same time?

As this issue of Air Mail went to press
dedicated fundraisers around the country
were pounding the streets training for this
year’s London Marathon. It’s not too late,
though, if you’d like to take part in an event
to raise money for us.

Places are still available in the Edinburgh
Marathon Festival, including a 10K run, half
and full marathon on Saturday 30 and
Sunday 31 May. We also have places in the
Great North Run on 13 September and we
offer overseas challenges if you feel like
travelling further afield.

If you’re after more of a thrill, you can join
our intrepid 92-year-old fundraiser Peter
Proctor, who is hoping to jump out of another aircraft with the RAF Falcons in mid-September.

These are just a few of the ways you can challenge yourself and raise funds. If you would like information on any of the above
events you can call the fundraising team on 0800 0182 361 or email challenge-events@rafa.org.uk

You can also call the team if you’re planning a fundraising event and would like some tips or inspiration on other ways you can
raise money.

Air Mail2015 april-june 3

Fancy a challenge?

It’s duck race time again in Gloucestershire. On Monday 4
May members of the RAF Brize Norton RAFALO committee
will be on the River Thames in Lechlade raising money for

the Association.

More than 30 RAF personnel and 20 members from the 2267
(Brize Norton) and 878 (Highworth) ATC Squadrons helped out
last year. More than 6,000 people attended and the day raised a
quacking £11,500 for the Association.

Copies of the print commissioned to celebrate the
fiftieth display season of the Red Arrows are still
available.

Prints are 700 x 500mm overall and cost £100 plus postage and
packaging (£4:40 UK or £6:05 Europe). Framed prints are
available for £200, which includes postage and packaging.

To buy one or ask a question you can call Nicola on 
0116 268 8790.

Red Arrows prints
still available

Lechlade to go 
quackers again
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NEWS

The RAF Association is working with the Liverpool FC
Foundation to encourage RAF veterans to take part in the
club’s Military Veterans Barracks to Bootroom Programme.

The Association wants to make sure that as many former serving
RAF personnel in the Liverpool area as possible take advantage of
the programme.

Established in 2012, Liverpool FC Foundation's Military 
Veterans Programme re-engages ex-military service men and
women with physical activity, helping to recapture their spirit 
of service and comradeship with like-minded professional 
military personnel.

Through a range of structured activities and projects, the
programme helps to build confidence and self-belief and
promotes health and wellbeing, education and re-employment
opportunities, as well as providing a pathway to a various local
specialist support services.

Darrell Slater-Smith, Northern Area Director for the Association,
said: “I know from personal experience what it’s like to come out
of the RAF and the Barracks to Bootroom Programme is a great
way for former service personnel to find their way in civilian life.

“The RAF Association is known as a veterans’ organisation, but
many see a veteran as an older gentleman. A growing proportion

RAF veterans encouraged to go from Barracks to
Bootroom with Liverpool FC Foundation

of our RAF veterans are younger than this and need supporting in
a different way. Sport offers an ideal way to engage with this group
and I hope this is the start of a long and successful relationship.”

Andrea Cooper, Head of Liverpool FC Foundation said: “We are
delighted to be working in partnership with the RAF Association
to ensure that we engage with as many ex-service personnel as
possible. Our Military Veterans Programme has a big impact on
many individuals every week and this is part of the reason behind
its success to date.”

Photo: ©iStock.com/Michael Krinke

Association members can now
buy household appliances from
the Hotpoint Privilege Purchase

Club and get up to 30 percent off high
street prices.

David Prowse, Association Director of
Membership & Operations, said: “This is
great new benefit for our members,
offering money off the full range of
Hotpoint and Indesit appliances, from
kettles, toasters and coffee makers to
vacuum cleaners, fridges and washing
machines. To take advantage of this
discount you just need to log in to the
members portal and follow the link from
there to the Hotpoint site.”

New member benefit will help you clean up... 
and make coffee!

For those members not online, you can
order directly from Hotpoint by calling
01733 287889. Tell them you’re from the
RAF Association before ordering. Please
only use the telephone if you don’t have
access to a computer, as this isn’t a call
centre, but a small team in Peterborough.

You can save even more in April, thanks to
an extra five per cent introductory
discount. Simply use the code welcome5
when you check out on the website or if
you’re ordering on the phone, tell them
your code before you order.

Sergio Hutson, Affiliate Account Manager
for Hotpoint, said: “It is a great honour to
be supporting the RAF Association.

Hotpoint is committed to providing the
families of this community with first class
kitchen appliances and service at
genuinely discounted prices.”
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Alan Poole 1945-2015

It is with huge regret that we report the sad death of Alan Poole, member of the
RAF Association, Welfare Caseworker and Central Council Lead Member for
Welfare.

Alan joined the Royal Air Force in 1962 and undertook his basic training at RAF
Bridgenorth, before training as an Assistant Air Traffic Controller at RAF Shawbury.
His 32-year career saw him serve all over the UK and further afield  in British
Honduras and Germany. He left the Service in 1994 as a Squadron Leader.

Alan started his active involvement with the Association as a volunteer editor for
Storybook Wings. He was one of the first volunteers for the initiative and underwent
his training at HMP Dartmoor. This was just the start of Alan’s welfare volunteering.
He became a Branch Welfare Officer, taking on complex and difficult cases, helping
many people turn their lives around and overcome seemingly insurmountable
problems. This was always done with a great deal of kindness and empathy.

Not content with carrying out the practical delivery of welfare, Alan wanted to be
involved in ensuring that the Association continued to deliver welfare in the best
possible way. He became a member of the Shrewsbury Branch committee, the Area
Council and then the Association’s Central Council, where he was the Lead Member
for Welfare.

Alan was awarded the Association’s highest honour, a National Presidential
Certificate, in 2014 for his welfare work. He was doing what he did best, helping
others.

Alan married Tricia in 1971 and the couple had two children and two grandchildren.

The Association’s condolences are sent to Alan’s family.

Free wi-fi will be introduced to communal areas on
all UK RAF units in the next two and a half years.
This is part of the Association’s work supporting

those who are currently serving, helping them keep in
touch with friends and family. It is part of a larger project
which will see many stations providing wi-fi access in
their single living accommodation blocks that personnel
can pay for if they wish to.

At the time of going to press, two stations were up 
and running: RAF Shawbury and RAF Wittering.

David Prowse, Director of Membership & Operations at
the Association, said: “We react to the needs of those
serving and being able to communicate via the internet
is very important to them. By offering free wi-fi in
communal areas such as HIVEs, station coffee shops and
junior ranks messes, the RAF family, as well as contractors, can keep in touch.

“For those working away from home we hope this will help them feel better
connected to their loved ones, easing the pain of being apart.”

Gp Capt Damian Alexander, Station Commander at RAF Wittering said: “Easy
access to fast broadband is something most of us take for granted, but multi-
stakeholder projects like this aren’t easy to realise. Nonetheless, the significant
expertise of RAF Wittering’s personnel, combined with the RAF Association’s
meaningful generosity, has delivered an accessible and affordable wi-fi solution
that should benefit our whole force significantly.”

Photos: SAC Gary Kearney RAF Wittering © MoD/Crown

Keeping serving personnel in touch with their families
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NEWS

With the Battle of Britain’s 75th Anniversary this year, the
RAF Mini Club is running a celebratory tour, in conjunction
with the RAF Association. 

On 19 September, a ‘Wing of Minis’ will embark on a mission
through London and on to Dover, passing many of the key Battle
of Britain landmarks throughout the south of the country.

The Wing will consist of five squadrons of 10 Minis, each with its
own Squadron Leader. The departure point will be Bentley Priory
and the run will visit various stages and undertake challenges
along the route. Lunch and family friendly activities will be

provided at Kenley, by the Kenley and Caterham Branch, after
which all squadrons will scramble to meet the enemy head on
and travel down to the south coast past memorials and
landmarks. The final point will be the Battle of Britain memorial 
at Capel le Ferne where there will be a sunset ceremony and
Spitfire display. 

The Mini Club is supporting the RAF Association throughout 2015
at a number of activities commemorating the Battle of Britain. 

For more information visit www.rafa.org.uk or the 
RAF Mini Club’s Facebook page. 

This year will see 11 rafaYOUTH members packing their sunscreen and shorts for
an incredible trip to Cyprus.The lucky travellers were all nominated for the 2015
rafaYOUTH Cadet Award after showing outstanding commitment and effort to

aspire to the aims of the Association, often overcoming difficult or challenging
circumstances.

The group will be visiting RAF Akrotiri at the same time as the Red Arrows and hope
to see the team honing this season’s displays. They will also have the opportunity to
meet some canine members of the RAF on a visit to the Dog Section. Trips out to
local attractions are also on the busy itinerary.

Cpl Darryl Pettit of 2326 (Clay Cross) Squadron ATC was nominated for the award
because of his mature and cheerful attitude to life, despite numerous family and
personal problems. He was brought up from an early age by his grandmother, who
passed away suddenly last year.

On top of the devastating bereavement, Darryl was diagnosed with an extremely
painful spinal tumour that made him unable to walk. After weeks in hospital he was
soon back at parade nights and helping out at large charity events with his squadron.
Throughout everything Darryl has remained an incredibly helpful, polite and reliable
individual, always putting other people ahead of himself and never complaining.

Darryl is just one of the deserving young people looking forward to their trip. The
group is made up of ten Air Cadets and one Girls Venture Corps Air Cadet. An extra
place, in addition to the ten funded by the Association, has been sponsored by the
Edinburgh, Lothian and Borders Branch.

This is one of many ways in which the Association supports young people. To find out
more visit rafayouth.org.uk

rafaYOUTH is Cyprus bound

RAF Mini Club supporting the Battle of Britain
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You could win a fantastic luxury two-bedroomed mobile
home supplied by Prestige Park & Leisure Homes, plus site
fees for one year. From just £3 a go you could be in with a

chance while raising money for the Association.

For more information, terms and conditions or to enter, visit
www.rafa.org.uk/spottheplane 

If you have any questions or would like a paper entry form please
contact Jo Mottram on 0116 268 8766 or email
jo.mottram@rafa.org.uk

Your chance to win a superb
luxury mobile home worth
£100,000

Air Mail2015 april-june 7

Anumber of members and Branches have already started to
see the potential of social media and have set up their
own channels.

We’re encouraging Branches to explore social media as a means
of communicating with both members and potential members
at a local level. You can use these channels to promote Branch
activities, network with other members, discuss locally relevant
topics and recruit new members.

If you’d like to get on social media and would like a few pointers,
take a look at our social media guide in the Branch Resources
section on the Members Portal. If your Branch is already online,
make sure you mention us and share our posts, and we’ll do 
the same!

Is your Branch on social media?

Thank you if you have already renewed your Association
membership. Don’t forget that if you haven’t renewed
by 31 March then your membership will have lapsed.

Did you know you can pay your annual subscription via 
direct debit? Over 10,000 members now don’t have to
remember to pay their fees, it’s all done automatically. Not
only does this save you time and effort, but it saves the
Association money too.

You can sign up for direct debit on our website. If you’d prefer
to talk to someone in the membership team first, you can call
them on 0116 268 8762/8785.

Could this be your
last copy of Air Mail?
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The Governance Task and Finish Group, chaired by
Dr Bryan Pattison, Vice-Chairman of Central Council has two
objectives: to examine and comment on the Rules, Regulations

and Byelaws of the Association and produce recommendations
suitable for debate by Council, which can then be recommended to
Conference 2016.

The group will make recommendations following a three phase
approach. The first is evidence gathering, to which all members are
encouraged to contribute. The second phase is deliberation, reporting
and recommending amendments to Council. The third phase will be
consultation with Areas and Branches on these recommendations.

The first two phases will be carried out this year, with the final
submission to Council being circulated for discussion at Area
Conferences in February 2016. Any necessary resolutions will be
submitted to Conference 2016.

If you would like to make a submission to the group, you can email:
rules.review@rafa.org.uk or write to:

Rules Review Group
FREEPOST NEA 15647
117 ½ Loughborough Road
Leicester
LE4 5ND

This is your chance to influence the Association’s Rules, Regulations
and Byelaws for the benefit of members and our welfare beneficiaries,
so please do take the opportunity to have your say.

There’s still time to
help shape the
Association’s Rules,
Regulations and
Byelaws
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NEWS

Awebsite is the most basic form of ‘web presence’
and essential for any organisation in today’s
world. To support our Branches, the Association

has created a standardised website template. Branches
can upload and tailor content to meet their local needs,
while keeping in line with the Association’s branding.

A Branch website not only acts as a source of
information for members and potential members, but
it’s a great tool through which other information can be
accessed. Having a standardised template means that
websites look consistent, which improves the credibility
of our branches with potential members and members
of the general public. 

The TCW and 90 SU Branch has been one of the ‘guinea
pigs’ for this project along with the Aphrodite Branch
and the Penrith Branch.

Following the launch of the TCW and 90 SU Branch
website, Branch Secretary Phil Caswell said: “Feedback
from Branch members has been extremely positive and
supportive of this initiative. The fact that the site has a
standard look enables the Association branding to be
promoted and adhered to with ease.”

If you’re interested in creating a new website or wish to
adapt your current website to the new format, please
contact Dev Valand, Digital Content Manager, on
dev.valand@rafa.org.uk or 0116 268 8772. Please note
that there are costs associated with creating or
adapting a website, but Dev can explain more.

Why not visit the three new websites below to see how
yours could look:

www.rafaakrotiri.com 

www.tcwand90su.co.uk (pictured below)

www.penrithrafa.co.uk

New branch website
template is available

We’ve been busy redeveloping the members’ portal as
part of work being done to upgrade the Association’s
website and IT system. Many registered users may have

noticed that the portal now has a new look and feel. If you haven’t
registered on the members portal do so now and gain access to the
forum, member news, branch resources, member benefits and
much, much more!

We want to make sure that all your details are up to date so once
you’ve logged into the portal, please check that everything is
correct within the ‘my account' section and update where
necessary.

If you have any questions or problems logging in, please contact
the membership team on 0116 268 8762/8785 or send an email to
membership@rafa.org.uk.

New members portal
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Horrible Histories:
Blitzed Brits
11 July 2015-2016

Marking the 75th anniversary of the
Blitz, visitors to Imperial War Museum
(IWM) North in Manchester, can

discover how people lived through one of the
most challenging times in British history. 

Objects, photographs, art, film and sound
recordings reveal personal stories from 
IWM’s unrivalled collections, narrated with
the words of Horrible Histories author 
Terry Deary, with animations by illustrator
Martin Brown. Discover why war was woeful
for those who stayed at home and how they
survived being blitzed by bombs.

Step into a 1940s house, brave the Blitz
experience, sniff your way through stinky
smells and get hands on with intriguing
interactive displays.

Entry is free, but donations are welcome.

Three lucky Air Cadets had an enlightening day out to Bletchley
Park, thanks to another great free prize draw.

They were able to explore some of the iconic WWII codebreaking
huts and blocks, and learn more about the astonishing
achievements of the codebreakers whose work is said to have
helped shorten the war by two years.   

Millie Gausden 226 (Brighton No2) Sqn ATC , said: “I had an amazing
day. Some of the best bits were the exhibition about the film ‘The
Imitation Game’ and Colossus, the computer that Alan Turing built.”

James Smith 1018 (Downham Market) Sqn ATC, also enjoyed the
day. He said: "The trip was, quite simply, fantastic. Seeing the kind
of machinery that they used in the park in the Second World War
was just fascinating. Seeing the Enigma machines makes you
realise how much computer technology has evolved over the last
75 years."

The third winner was Chris Dueck from 2402 (Burghfield) Sqn ATC. For the latest prize draw visit rafaYOUTH.org.uk

rafaYOUTH winners visit Britain’s best kept secret

The Penrith Branch is auctioning some beautiful paintings in aid of the
Association.

Louisa Sandilands, wife of the Penrith Branch Vice-Chairman Gordon, painted
‘Spitfire Dropping Poppies’ (below left) and ‘The Sun Went Down’ (below right) was
kindly donated by Jacquie Brown.

To bid visit uk.ebid.net and search for the name of the painting. Happy bidding!

Bid now on original artwork

The Volunteering Team is very much looking forward to the Annual Conference, where we will celebrate the work of our current
volunteers and share details of work underway to welcome new volunteers to the Association.

The team will have a stand with some interactive elements, information being provided to new volunteers and an opportunity for
you to find out more about online training for volunteers.

Come and see the team if have any questions about how we can support you with recruiting new volunteers. If you are not going to
Conference or would like to speak to someone sooner you can contact the Volunteer Manager, Katharine Montgomery, on
volunteers@rafa.org.uk or by calling 0116 268 8794.

Meet the Volunteering Team at Annual Conference
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Date Time Event/Location

20:00 Informal ‘Meet and Greet’ evening - Floral Hall, Devonshire Park Centre

20:00 to 21:00    The President’s National Presidential Certificate recipients drinks reception
- Gold Room, Devonshire Park Centre

23:00 Close

Date Time Event/Location

08:30 to 09:10 Registration and coffee
Complimentary tea/coffee will be provided, delegates, members and guests to be 
seated by 0915 hrs - Congress Suite, Devonshire Park Centre

09:15 Parade of the Area Standards 

09:25 Welcome - by the Chairman of the Annual Conference Committee

09:30 Opening Ceremony 

09:35 Address of Welcome - by the Mayor of Eastbourne

09:45 Reply by the President 

09:50 2014 & the future presentation - by the Secretary General

10:15 Volunteering & Membership presentation - by the Director of Membership and 
Operations

10:40 Address by the Chief of the Air Staff 

11:15 Presentation of Flying Scholarship and volunteer awards

11:45 Presentation of the National Presidential Certificates (NPC)- Congress Theatre, 
Devonshire Park Centre

12:30 Lunch and NPC photographs

Outline Conference Programme 2015

Saturday 16 May

Friday 15 May

Annual Conference
2015 – Eastbourne

A
s in previous years, the Annual Conference will
begin on the Friday evening and we would
encourage as many delegates as possible to
arrive and register on the Friday. 

If you wish to attend the Conference and you haven’t returned your booking
form, please contact Kelly Brotherhood, Governance and Operations
Manager, for further information and a form.

You can reach her by phone on 0116 268 8770, via email at
kelly.brotherhood@rafa.org.uk or by post:

RAF Association,
117½  Loughborough Road,
Leicester
LE4 5ND.
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Date Time Event/Location

13:30 to 16:55 Presentation of the Annual Conference Committee’s Report by the Chairman of 
the Annual Conference Committee 
Annual Report for 2014 - by the Chairman of Central Council

Financial  & Auditors Report for 2014 - by the Hon Treasurer 

Conference Business as listed in the Agenda - Congress Theatre, Devonshire 
Park Centre

17:00 Conference closes for the day

18:00 Dinner taken at individual hotels

19:00 Bar opens for evening drinks - with a welcome from the Bognor Regis 
Branch Choir at 1930hrs - Floral Bar, Devonshire Park Centre

20:00 Gala Awards Evening. To include trophy presentations, music provided by the 
Central Band of the RAF, Heather Marie and Flt Lt Matt Little, Table Top Marching 
Display. Delegates, members and guests to be seated by 2000hrs - Floral Hall, 
Devonshire Park Centre

23:30 Close

Date Time Event/Location

09:00 Assembly of the Parade - Bandstand, Grand Parade 

09:30 Service of Dedication - Bandstand, Grand Parade

09:40 Flypast (TBC)

10:30 Refreshments - Congress Suite, Devonshire Park Centre

11:00 Presentation of Parade Trophies - Congress Theatre, Devonshire Park Centre

11:15 Continuation of Conference Business - as listed in the Agenda
Vote of thanks - Congress Theatre, Devonshire Park Centre

12:30 to 13:00 Closing Ceremony - Congress Theatre, Devonshire Park Centre

Saturday 16 May continued

Sunday 17 May
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As reported in the last issue of Air Mail, this year we are commemorating the
75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain. The Royal Air Forces Association has
a number of commemorative and other events planned with a Battle of

Britain theme. Many of these events are listed opposite, but if you have any events
planned, do let us know and we’ll add them to our national calendar. We are still
looking for your memories and recollections of the period, so please share these
with us. 

Our main commemoration service will be at St Paul’s Cathedral in London on
Tuesday 15 September. We will make as many places as possible available to
Association members and veterans, and are interested in hearing from those of you
who would like to attend the St Paul’s service. Please register your interest via the
membership portal on the RAF Association website www.rafa.org.uk. You can also
apply by post to the address below, giving your name and postal address. 

You can write to us by email at: battleofbritain@rafa.org.uk

Or by post to: Battle of Britain commemorations
RAF Association
1171/2 Loughborough Road
Leicester 
LE4 5ND

COMMEMORATING THE
ANNIVERSARY OF THE
BATTLE OF BRITAIN

On Sunday 1 February, pictured left, members of the
RAF, Air Training Corps, the RAF Association and civil
dignitaries paid tribute to members of 43 Squadron,

RAF who shot down the first German aircraft over England
during World War II 75 years ago.

Syd Graham from the Northern Area arranged the
commemoration event at the memorial site, just north of
Whitby. This was to remember not only the airmen who
defended the UK during the war, but also the fallen crew
members of the German aircraft.

Personnel from RAF Fylingdales and RAF Linton-on-Ouse,
including the Area RAFALO and members of the Northern
Area Council paraded alongside members of local Air Cadet
Squadrons. The Chairman of North Yorkshire County Council
and the Mayors of Scarborough and Whitby were also in
attendance. Prayers were said, the Last Post played and
wreaths were laid at the memorial in biting winds with over
40 guests braving the elements to pay their respects.

First commemorative event
took place near Whitby
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Latest Planned Event list*

Date Event/Location

5 June Durham Cathedral concert

12 July North Weald & Ongar sunset ceremony 

14 July Welsh Assembly event

24-26 July Silverstone Mini Club race (RAF Mini Club)

21 August Wells Cathedral concert

22-23 August Shoreham Airshow

5-6 September Scottish Air Show – Ayr and Prestwick  

13 September Truro Cathedral service

14-20 September Wings Week 

15 September St Paul’s Cathedral service
London Wings Day 

17 September Wings Collections at major UK rail stations

18 September Biggin Hill concert 

19 September RAF Mini Club Scramble
Branch Wings collections

20 September Battle of Britain Sunday 
York Minster service

24 September St Giles Cathedral Service Edinburgh and Reception

26 September Liverpool Cathedral concert

27 September Peterborough Cathedral service and parade

28-29 November Birmingham Military Tattoo

Date TBC Rugby World Cup Cultural Festival event

* correct at time of going to press
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2015 will also be the 75th anniversary of
the RAF Fighter Control/Aerospace
Battle Management specialisation.

Before 1935 air commanders were unable
to exercise any control over air defence
battles. They had no idea where enemy
aircraft were until it was too late to prevent
attacks on the UK. They also had little or no
information on where their fighter aircraft
were once they had been scrambled.

The discovery of radar in 1935 changed
everything. Air Chief Marshal Dowding
recognised that radar was a battle-winning
technological advance. As Commander in
Chief of Fighter Command he worked
tirelessly to build a system of air defence
which included innovations such as the
creation of the long-range Chain Home
radar network, the shorter-range radars
known as Chain Home (Low) and a 
Filter Centre which was based at 
RAF Bentley Priory. 

Radar information was of little, or no use in
its ‘raw’ form and required skilled analysis
to produce a coherent picture from which
the air battle could be managed. This
became known as filtering and put the
Filter Centre at the heart of Dowding’s air
defence system. 

Critical to the operation of this rapidly
growing air defence system was a new

airman trade known as Clerk Special
Duties. Clerks Special Duties were
deployed throughout the system as radar
operators, plotters and tellers at both
operations centres and at
the Filter Centre.

Every radar contact was
reported to the Filter Centre
and plotted on a gridded
map table. There were many
duplications and
ambiguities that had to be
resolved to determine an
accurate 3D track with an
identity. The product of this
complex analysis then had
to be disseminated rapidly
to operations rooms across
the UK so that commanders
could successfully manage
their part of the Battle of
Britain from a common air
picture.

Initially the filtering process
was designed and
developed by scientists and
it worked well. However,
when the RAF took over the
filtering task, the performance
deteriorated markedly
because personnel were
drafted into the job at SNCO
level from other trades

without any appreciation of the skill
required to make it work. They started to
recruit RAF personnel with a scientific or
mathematical aptitude and elevated the

ANOTHER 75TH ANNIVERSARY
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there were simply not enough sector
controllers available. Consequently it
became necessary to train ab initio
Interception Controllers; and the second
key sub-specialisation of Fighter Control
was created.

75 years on, Aerospace Battle Managers
continue the legacy of those very first
Fighter Controllers as they keep a 
constant watch over UK skies to detect,
recognise and identify all the aircraft and
control any fighter aircraft that may be
required to defend our nation. You can
read more about Aerospace Battle
Managers on page 20.

Air Mail2015 april-june 15

personnel to officer in recognition of the
importance of the task.

The first 15 RAF Filter Officers took up post
in June 1940 and the performance of the
Filter Centre improved dramatically. The
commissioning of these Filterer Officers
was the de facto birth of a RAF
specialisation known as Fighter Control. 

During the Battle of Britain, pilots initially
conducted the operational task of fighter
control, which was to become the name of
the specialisation for nearly 70 years. 

Sector commanders were delegated
tactical control of fighters within a defined
geographical area and a
team of sector controllers
assisted them. Working
from the common air
picture from the Filter
Centre, plus Observer
Corps information, and
plotted on the operations
table, the sector
controllers scrambled
fighters to meet enemy
attacks. Once airborne,
the position of the RAF
fighters was also plotted
on the operations table.
With both enemy and
friendly forces plotted on
the same operations
table, the sector
controllers could now
direct the friendly fighters
into position to counter
the enemy air threat. 

From September 1940 the
enemy changed tactics
and launched more night
attacks. The sector system
of control, with its time
lags and lack of over land

information during the night, could not
counter this new threat. 

The development of radar technology
meant that aircraft could now be tracked
over land day or night and this led to the
next significant step in the development
of the Fighter Control specialisation, the
creation of ground controlled interception
units. Initially six units were commissioned
and it seemed sensible to redeploy sector
controllers from the sector stations to act
as Interception Controllers. The results
were quite varied but the immediate
impact and success of ground controlled
interception units led to a very rapid
expansion in the number of units and
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Ruth Ure was 21 years old
when WWII broke out and
living in Hampstead with her

mother, her father having died a
few years before the war. She
immediately left her secretarial job
and started working for the Red
Cross. The general feeling in the
country was that everyone had to
‘do their bit for the war effort’. 

Ruth remembers that on the first
night of the war everyone expected
to be bombed and every night for the
first week she and her brother drove
out of London.

In 1940 she and her best friend Mary
joined the WAAF and after a short
period of training she was sent
immediately to her RAF station, RAF
Northolt. In July 1940 she started
work as a plotter in the Sector
Operations Room from which aircraft
were controlled in ‘Sector Z’ to the
west of London, enabling our fighters
to be guided on to the waves of
enemy aircraft as they swept across
the Channel.

The role of a plotter was crucial, receiving information from the Royal Observer Corps
and the radar stations around the south east coast. The plotters received detailed
information about the position, height, number of aircraft and their heading
enabling the sector controller to scramble fighters and then direct the Hurricane and
Spitfire fighter squadrons into a good position for an attack before the Germans
reached their targets.

A typical day would involve watches from 09:00 until 15:00 or 15:00 until 21:00 and a
fill-in shift from 21:00 until 09:00. The work was very intensive, standing up for long
periods of time, and wearing headphones to receive the information. They moved
little wooden markers called plots around a huge map of the south of England.

Each plotter had their own section of the map and had to listen carefully to pick out
their information. Being accurate was very important as the fighters were directed to
their targets using the information plotted on the maps.

Ruth said: “There was very little free time because of the shift system. You were
always on standby to man a back-up table in a shop in Ruislip in case the main
plotting room, which was housed in a normal RAF building on the airfield, was
attacked.

“The  work was very demanding and needed long periods of concentration. In the
back of your mind was fact that being on a fighter station we could be attacked at
any time. We certainly earned our cup of tea after a six-hour shift!” She is rightly
proud of being mentioned in Despatches.

The role of the plotter was very important and helped the fighters find and attack
the German aircraft, saving countless civilian lives in the major cities in the south and
London in particular. Ruth stayed as plotter throughout the Battle of Britain before being commissioned and becoming a Cipher
Officer in the War Cabinet office working directly with Winston Churchill. This job took her to Marrakesh in 1943 with Churchill,
when he was recovering from pneumonia and a heart attack.

After the war Ruth spent two years as a Lady Clerk at Buckingham Palace, where one of her jobs was typing up speeches for King
George VI. She remembers spending Boxing Day at Sandringham, as well as visiting Balmoral and Windsor.

Ruth is one of many plotters who worked hard to ensure the Fighter Squadrons were in the right place at the right time.

Ruth’s story

Photo above: by SAC Lee Matthews © MoD/Crown, below: © Ruth Ure.
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on the airfield, When we emerged, we found our accommodation
had been flattened and we had lost all our personal possessions.”

While on a night shift at RAF Digby, the plotters were told that the
Duchess of Gloucester, the Air Chief Commandant of the WAAF,
had arrived for an informal visit. Although it was 03:00, the
Duchess swept in, telling everyone that she wanted to see the
girls “working, not knitting”.

During the war, Vera was posted to Church Fenton and Hawkinge,
she also had short stays at Wick, Valley and Coltishall, before
leaving the Service in March 1946.

Leading Aircraftswoman Vera Goodwin was a radar plotter at
the height of the Battle of Britain, although she had only
been in the RAF a few weeks. Her over-riding memory of that

time was sleeping on the floor under their beds because of the
German raids. “The lino got more polished than it ever did
because we all had our mattresses on the floor”, she laughs.

Vera is now 97 and has had much time to reflect on her six
wartime years with the WAAF. While she recalls the great
comradeship and the lifetime friendships that she made, she 
also faced tragedy when her fiancé – a fighter pilot flying out 
of RAF Biggin Hill in Kent – was killed a year after the Battle of
Britain in August 1941, only three weeks before they were due 
to be married. 

“Death was all around us but I was so young, I did not really fully
understand the importance of what was happening. I thought I
knew everything then. As I got older, I realised the significance 
of what we had all been through. At the time I was just
concentrating on the job.

“I remember finding a Polish airman in tears, holding a letter that
told him his sister, mother and sister-in-law had been taken off to
Nazi brothels. 

Vera Goodwin from North Wales was called up early in 1940 and
reported to West Drayton. She recalls the first question that she
was asked at the recruitment centre: “What schooling have you
had?” Vera had been to Bethesda Grammar School and was
directed to a group of other recruits who all seemed very ‘posh’ 
to her.

“I was from a working class background but found myself in a
group of people with titles like `Lady this’ or `The Honourable that’.
They were used to butlers, but I had grown up with no electricity
or mains sewage – and having to get water from a pump outside,”
said Vera.

“We did 42 hours underground on one shift because of the attacks

Vera’s story
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Yvonne Axon, nee Temperley, had a
passion for flying, gaining her Wings at
just 16. When war broke out two years

later she rushed to London to sign up for the
Air Transport Auxiliary, as she wanted to
help by delivering planes from the factories
to the RAF bases.

She had around 50 air miles under her belt, but
was told she needed more than 3,000, which
was pilot standard. She joined the WAAF
instead, but only after turning down several
jobs the recruiting office offered her.

After three days of interviews, Yvonne was
eventually offered a ‘top secret role’, which
turned out to be vital in protecting the skies
over Britain.

Yvonne’s
secret story

continued on next pagePhoto: by Cpl Neil Bryden © MoD/Crown.

´
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Joan ‘Grog’ Arundel may have ended up working in medicine, as
both her grandfathers, her father and her brothers were all
doctors. Instead she helped RAF fighter controllers accurately

direct pilots to engage with the Luftwaffe during the Battle of
Britain.

Joan, or ‘Grog’ as she is known to her friends because of her maiden
name Grogono, joined the WAAF in 1939 with a school friend. She had
originally intended to become an ambulance driver, but instead she
joined up and trained as a teller in the Filter Centre at RAF Bentley Priory.
Filterers analysed the ‘raw’ information from the radar stations to create a
useful common picture of what was going on in the skies above Britain.

Training was very much done on the job and Joan was soon promoted to
Corporal and moved ‘upstairs’ to become a Filter Officer. She remembers
the plotting room as being incredibly noisy and busy for most of the
eight-hour watches, with everyone bustling around focused on their own
particular task.

Grog says she worked with many brilliant young filterers and relished the
challenge of what she was doing. It helped give her self-worth and
confidence, being able to help out with the war effort.

After mastering the job, Grog was sent to Bawdsey Manor to be a filterer
instructor. She moved 15 times during the war, going up to Newcastle to
inspect digs, to the Lake District for a course and was stationed at Watnall in Nottinghamshire when the war ended. She remembers
being exceedingly drunk on that day and being driven around Nottingham!

Grog doesn’t have any mementoes from her war days. With typical modesty she said: “I didn’t realise what we were doing would be
‘history’, so I didn’t keep things.”

She still has a huge admiration for the people who had to go around London and other cities collecting the bodies or remains of
casualties after bombing raids. Grog thinks they deserve more recognition for the harrowing work they undertook day after day.

When asked how they all coped with the enormous importance of their role Grog says: “We never thought about the stress, we just got
on with it. I don’t remember people being particularly worried, there wasn’t time, we just had to do our work.”

That attitude sums up the nature of the men and women who worked on the ground to secure our skies. They don’t see the role they
played as extraordinary, they were just doing what needed to be done. And we are all grateful that they did.
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She said: “The interviews were nerve-wracking, but I passed. 
I asked what I’d be doing, but they said they couldn’t possibly tell
me. I was told to turn up the following night with some warm
clothes. I landed up in a place called Bawdsey Manor in Suffolk
and it turned out we were the very first course on 
radar training.”

By November 1939, Yvonne was stationed in an operations room
in Dover, part of a team of 12. Between shifts, they were taken by
lorry to their accommodation half a mile away. “One did realise
how vital the job was, because we knew how little information the
fighter boys had. I really felt we were being useful. It was
wonderful knowing we could make the maximum effect with a
small amount of fighters. It topped the Germans, thank heavens,
or none of us would be here now.

“The Germans couldn’t understand why it was that every time
they came over we always seemed to have our few planes in the
right place at the right time, ready to pounce on them. After 
some months they realised it might all be down to the funny little
RAF stations on the coast and for a week they came at us eight
times a day.

Joan ‘Grog’ Arundel

“It wasn’t very nice, but there wasn’t a lot one could do, so we just
carried on. Luckily, we didn’t lose anyone. I was injured as I
travelled between our ops room and accommodation, but I didn’t
get it seen to until after the war – the job we were doing was so
vital that we were all patched up and just carried on.”

In August 1940 the ‘top brass’ realised that the radar women
would end up on the wrong side of the barriers that would be
erected if the Germans had invaded. Yvonne was promoted to
corporal and posted to Salisbury Plain where she became an
instructor.

“That was absolutely ghastly,” she explained. “My job had been so
top secret and vital that I didn’t do basic training and suddenly I
was being asked to take a parade. I’d never been taught to salute,
let alone how to march.”

Yvonne then received her commission and became a Code Cipher
Officer. She felt much more suited to this as she had always been
good at maths. She said that job made her feel ‘full of beans’.

Yvonne is one of the many men and women who worked so hard
during the Battle of Britain to secure our skies.

continued from previous page
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THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN MEMORIAL FLIGHT

Every year, the RAF Battle of Britain Memorial Flight’s
aerial ballet is a tribute to those whose valour ensured
that what might have been Britain's darkest hour

eventually became known as its finest. In that sense, this year
is no different to any other, or any yet to come. However,
given the rapidly dwindling numbers of Churchill's Few, this
75th anniversary is realistically the last major occasion that
these gallant gentlemen will be a part of. 

The Flight’s OC Sqn Ldr Dunc Mason said: “It's going to be another
huge year and the focus will of course be on the Battle of Britain,
and not forgetting the 70th anniversary of VE Day. Both will be
commemorated not just by us but by the whole historic aircraft
community and the public in general. There is an enormous
amount of activity going on and plans afoot for this year. 

“The focus for the RAF will be Fairford (venue for July’s Royal
International Air Tattoo), and we hope to bring together a large
number of aircraft that either date back to the Battle of Britain or
are representative of it. That's going to be our major item in the
middle of the year, but there are also many more that we're
involved with, all based around commemorating the incredible
events of 1940. 

“We are not only focusing on the past this year, but also looking at
how we develop in the future. We feel passionate about
honouring all veterans from the Battle of Britain, what they stood
for and what they did. We feel similarly about all personnel who
have given their lives since the inception of the RAF, and indeed
the Royal Flying Corps before that, all the way up to the present
day. There has to be that focus on the present, to help people
understand that the young men and women on the frontline now
are doing the same as those that served before them.”

While the team’s schedule of events had not been confirmed at
the time of print, one thing can be guaranteed – when the BBMF
takes to British skies this year, those on the ground will witness a
worthy tribute. It will be a timely reminder of the sacrifices made
by airmen and personnel from past to present. Perhaps above all,
it will be an apt salute to a generation of men and women that is
now, sadly but inevitably, beginning to disappear – and a
relatively small band of brothers from many nations that stood in
the storm and did not flinch.

For more information visit: www.raf.mod.uk/bbmf

Content supplied by Steve Beebee. All photographs © Crown/MoD
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75 years on from the Battle of Britain, Aerospace
Battle Managers continue the legacy of those very
first Fighter Controllers. They keep a constant watch

over UK skies to detect, recognise and identify all the
aircraft and control any fighter aircraft that may be
required to react to defend our nation from attack.

Flying Officer Adele Brown is an Aerospace Battle 
Manager (Identification Officer).

“It’s my job to analyse air traffic in the UK that’s taking 
off or inbound from either the Continent or the States. I have
to make a call – whether it’s routine civilian traffic, a military
asset or potentially an aircraft of special interest.  

“Being nosy and questioning things that don’t seem quite right
are two really important skills for this job. We can monitor the
airspace and get vital information one step ahead, which we
then pass on to the people who need it. It might seem a small
piece of information but it could often be crucial.

THE PLOTTERS OF TODAY

“Initial Officer Training at the RAF College Cranwell was a great
experience. Deploying into the field on exercise was brilliant –
it felt like going back to my youth, being outside, camouflaging
and pretending you’re in enemy territory. Then I did six months
of specialist training at the School of Aerospace Battle
Management, RAF Boulmer. It was completely different to
anything I’d done before. I qualified as an Identification Officer
and was posted to the Control and Reporting Centre. 

“One of my most memorable experiences was serving in the
Falklands as a Duty Watch Officer. I was responsible for a
number of junior ranks during the tour, and the exposure to
working in a tri-Service environment was a great opportunity
to develop as a junior officer.”

Thank you to RAF Careers for their help with this profile.

Photo: © MoD/Crown.
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This year the RAF Museum will be marking the 75th
anniversary of ‘Our Finest Hour’ with a number of
activities at both London and Cosford.

The Battle of Britain Hangar London

Step into the Battle of Britain Hangar at the Museum’s London
site and step back into the year 1940. Visitors can literally walk
through history, as every step takes you through the events 
that led to ‘Our Finest Hour’. From the rise of the Nazi party, to 
a war torn London street, to a face-to-face meeting with 
Winston Churchill. 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN 75th ANNIVERSARY AT THE RAF MUSEUM

Battle of Britain Weekend RAF Museum London

12-13 September 2015
A family weekend of free events and activities that

encompasses the entire museum grounds. There will 

be re-enactors, living history areas, film shows,

handling collection to try on uniforms, special

exhibitions and a series of lectures from noted

historians including James Holland.

Battle of Britain Weekend RAF Museum Cosford 

12-13 September 2015
The RAF Museum Cosford will be commemorating the

Battle of Britain, considered the most important event 

in Royal Air Force history, with a nostalgic weekend of

events and activities for the whole family to enjoy.

Taking place across the whole of the Cosford site,

highlights will include: engine demonstrations, live

music, lectures, themed menus, storytelling, 

re-enactors and dressing up hotspots.

The hangar focuses on the epic struggle of 1940 with a range of
exhibits including a replica Ops Room; radar machines; an
Enigma code-breaker machine; the statue of Sir Keith Park. And
of course, it holds the best and most comprehensive Battle of
Britain aircraft collection in the world, including examples from
Britain, Germany and Italy such as the Spitfire, Hurricane, Heinkel
HE111, Junkers JU87 Stuka, Junkers JU88 and ME 109. 

Admission to the Royal Air Force Museum is free of charge. For
more information on special Battle of Britain events and activities
at London and Cosford visit www.rafmuseum.org or follow
@RAFMuseum on Twitter.

All images ©Trustees of the Royal Air Force Museum
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Within the historic heart of the famous former Battle of
Britain fighter station, Imperial War Museum (IWM)
Duxford has a range of events and activities planned to

commemorate the 75th anniversary of the Battle of Britain and
the role that RAF Duxford played in the aerial battle that proved
a strategic turning point in the Second World War.

The Battle of Britain Air Show on Saturday 
19 and Sunday 20 September will remember 
RAF Duxford’s role in the Battle of Britain, as the
home of the first squadron to fly Spitfires and
also as the base for some of the RAF’s best-
known fighter pilots, including Douglas Bader. It
will honour the men and women who worked
tirelessly behind the scenes to ensure that those
iconic aircraft took to the skies to continue the
fight for aerial supremacy.

The Duxford and the Battle of Britain tour
examines RAF Duxford’s role as a typical Battle
of Britain fighter station in 1940. It looks at the
command and control systems used to win the
battle in the air, including a 1940 Operations
Room. The exhibit compares and contrasts the
iconic aircraft flown during the Battle of Britain –
the Supermarine Spitfire, Hawker Hurricane and
the Messerschmitt Bf 109. It gives visitors an
insight into the lives of the fighter ‘aces’ who
flew from RAF Duxford, telling some of their
more infamous escapades. Don’t miss this
fascinating opportunity to learn more about
IWM Duxford’s role as a Battle of Britain fighter
station. Tour dates will be announced soon.

IWM Duxford is opening a new small exhibition
in its Battle of Britain Room this summer.
Duxford’s ‘People in the Battle of Britain’
features the stories and personal objects of six
people, men and women, who served at RAF
Duxford during the Battle of Britain and tells
how the battle impacted on them. Many of
these stories and objects have not been on
public display before.

There will also be learning activities 
throughout the summer, showing how
command communications helped to win the
war in the air.

Across the museum, you can soak up the Battle
of Britain-era atmosphere, in the heritage
buildings and on the historic airfield, from
which Spitfires often fly. Explore the Battle of
Britain exhibition, which looks at Britain’s Home
Defence, the recreated 1940 Operations Room
and the Historic Duxford exhibition, which tells
the personal stories of the men and women
who served at RAF Duxford.

For more information go to iwm.org.uk/duxford

All Photographs © IWM.

Imperial War Museum Duxford
Battle of Britain activity

The Operations Room in 1940. 
Photograph by Stanley Devon.

Pilots of No. 310 (Czech) Squadron, which was formed at Duxford in July 1940.

Interior of the Station Orderly Room at Duxford, Cambridgeshire, with RAF, WAAF and civilian
clerks at work. 

Armourer Fred Roberts rearms the machine-guns on Sgt Bernard Jennings’ Spitfire at Fowlmere in
September 1940.
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MEMBERS

The RAF Association has 

as many members under 35 

as there are over 75

STORYBOOK WINGS

Storybook Wings has helped 

2,600 mums and dads
in the RAF family to record stories for their 

children while they were working away 

from home

WI-FI

The RAF Association is

installing free wi-fi in six RAF

stations this year

THE RAFASSOCIATION

RAISED OVER

£9 MILLION
IN 2014

77p in every pound received 

is spent on welfare to support 

the RAF family

WAR PENSIONS

FUNDRAISING

WELFARE SUPPORT

• • • • • • D I D  Y O U  K N O W • • • • • •

UNDER 35

OVER 75=
NEW AND CURRENT
3,774 new members    joined the RAF Association   in 2014

Around 14,000    of our members currently serve in the   RAF

We delivered   welfare support to 13,000 members   of the RAF family   in 2014

WELFARE GRANTS

We released 40 welfare grants 

per week in 2014 – that’s over 

2,000 in the year!
40

per week in 2014
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£495,000
in war pensions

and AFCS

for ex-serving personnel in 2014

77p
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WELFARE

Chris Lallement joined the RAF in
1976 aged 18 and loved life in the
Service. He served for nine years

and his career saw him do two tours in
Belize and two in the Falklands, one
during the conflict.

After leaving the Service, he married 
Tina, who he had known since their 
school days.

Things started to unravel when Chris had
his first stroke at the age of 41 and he has
had another six since then. As well as the
distress caused each time, Chris has
developed vascular dementia.

In 2010, after Chris had had several
strokes, the couple sold up in the UK and
moved to the Greek island of Zante for a
more relaxed life. They rented a small-
holding, both got local jobs and
thoroughly enjoyed their life in the sun.

Sadly, after just 15 months Chris had
another severe stroke and had to return to
the UK. While she was still in Zante sorting
their affairs out, Tina fell and broke her
neck. Her son cared for her in Greece,
while Chris’s ex-WRAF mother cared for
him back home, despite being in her eighties.

As a result of his strokes, Chris has problems retaining
information and communicating what he wants to say. This
made it impossible for him to work. When Tina returned from
Zante in March 2012 they rented a flat privately and started to
rebuild their lives ‘from the teaspoons up’. After 14 months, and
with help from friends and family, they moved into what Tina
described as a dream come true. Unfortunately it wasn’t, as the
bungalow had a severe damp problem.

Living in their damp home for 19 months and experiencing
serious financial problems took its toll on Chris and he became
very depressed. He says of that period: “They were dark times
and I just couldn’t see a way out of our situation.” 

Help came in the form of a counsellor from Combat 
Stress, who told them that the RAF Association might be able
to help.

The first thing the Association helped the Lallements with was
a stay at the Wings Break hotel in Lytham St Annes. Tina says:
“Richard Peck House was brilliant and just what we needed.
After a rough couple of years it was great to go somewhere
where we didn’t have to think or worry about anything.
Whatever we needed was there and nothing was too much
trouble for the amazing staff.”

continued on the next page 

More than grants - helping Chris and
Tina feel like real people again
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After the break, Nicky Loveday, RAF Association welfare
caseworker, assessed the couple’s longer-term needs. She
helped with an application to the RAF Benevolent Fund
(RAFBF) for more suitable furniture and a mobility scooter.
The scooter in particular allows Chris and Tina much more
freedom to live a ‘normal’ life.

Nicky then set about helping the couple move house and
successfully accessed funds from the RAFBF for help 
with agent’s fees, deposit and first month’s rent on a 
new home. 

Talking about their welfare volunteer, Chris said: “Nicky is so
important to us; she is the lynch-pin that keeps everything
together. She comes round and chats through problems
whenever we need her and helps us to see that we’re not on
our own. I don’t like to think about what would have
happened to us without the support from Nicky and the
RAF Association.”

It’s not just Chris’s life that has been impacted by his medical
condition. Tina gave up work as a community development
consultant when the couple moved to Zante. She was used
to being the person signposting others to sources of help,
but found it very hard to know where to turn herself. She
said: “I’m used to being strong for other people, but when
we were in difficulty, I just didn’t know where to turn. We
had hit rock bottom.

“To watch the man you have loved since you were 11 slowly
decline is heart-breaking. To feel like you have no one to talk
to and that no one cares is awful. Nicky’s support has saved
our lives. When she suggested that we should take a break
at Richard Peck House we thought others might need it
more, but Nicky worked hard to convince us to go and we’re
so glad we did, it was like a turning point. It enabled us to
recharge our batteries to face whatever came next.

“We are really grateful for the financial help we’ve received,
but what has meant the most to us was the genuine care
and concern for our welfare shown by all the military
charities we have dealt with. We were shown respect for the
first time in a long time and we were treated with dignity.
The RAF Association helped us to feel like ‘proper’ people
again and that means so much.”
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Having helped over 2,600 families already, the team at
Storybook Wings is keen to ensure that EVERY child
separated from a parent due to duty has the

opportunity to have a story read to them EVERY night.

This separation could be due to deployment. It could be due to
a training course. Or it could be due to being seconded to a
post far from home that means the parent is working away all
week.

Whether you are regular RAF or Reservist and you feel that
Storybook Wings can help your family, please email
storybookwings@rafa.org.uk to find out where your nearest
recorder is.

If you know of someone who might benefit from a bedtime
story, please do pass this article on to them.

More stories for
happier bedtimes

2014 was a demanding year for RAF Benevolent Fund
(RAFBF) welfare staff. They were part of the Fund’s cost
reduction programme, which saw about 20 per cent of

staff leave. This was to make sure that it is financially fit for the
future and can put proportionately more towards welfare and
support for its beneficiaries. It also continued its substantial
investment in a new IT system to bring it up to date and
enable BACs payments to be used to more quickly sent
payments out to caseworking offices.

Coupled with staff changing and another ‘Reaching Out’
campaign, this unfortunately caused things to slow down.
Staff were not able to respond to applications as quickly as
they had in the past.

Improvements at the RAF Benevolent Fund
Paul Hughesdon, Director Welfare & Policy for the RAFBF, said: “I am
now pleased to report that we are now fully staffed and the
turnaround time for cases has greatly reduced. Indeed, with the new
systems, we are able to provide a very quick response on applications
and get any financial award out to caseworking organisations in short
order. However, this does depend on cases being inputted correctly
onto the system and all the relevant information being provided. 

“I believe that the Fund’s delivery is much better placed and that the
money that we ask you and your caseworkers to disburse on our
behalf will be more efficiently managed and, where possible, turned
around more quickly. Hopefully you will have the challenge to keep
up with us setting up a higher turnaround time, rather than the other
way round!”
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2014 was a year of great achievement for the RAF
Association and we all have much to be proud of.

We set out our strategic vision in the form of the 'Way Forward'
framework and strategy for the Association to 2020. This was
developed and endorsed by Council and Conference and from
this, members and employees created an integrated Business
Plan for 2015. 

We now have a greater understanding of the historical financial
position of the Association, particularly relating to the levels of
actual income, expenditure and reserves. We have increased
financial transparency, introduced project accounting, initiated
an audit of our investments and ended 2014 with a financial
surplus of over £1 million.

We have taken some time to look at how our employees are
treated and valued throughout the organisation. To ensure all
employees are treated fairly and are kept informed, everyone
now receives the living wage and the discrepancies in
remuneration among Wings Break hotel employees has been
resolved. 

Membership was, as ever, a focus for 2014. An ‘active
membership recruitment’ campaign was carried out with some
success; in 2014 3,740 new ordinary and associate members
were recruited, which is the highest figure since 2010. Among
those new recruits were Flt Lt HRH The Duke of Cambridge and
Lady Nicky Pulford, the wife of the Chief of the Air Staff.

Review of 2014
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The Midlands' biggest and best aviation event is back
this summer with a fun packed day of entertainment
planned for Sunday 14 June. You could be there, as we

have three pairs of tickets to give away to the show.

There's something for everyone with more than six hours of the
most spectacular flying you will ever see, including, for the first
time at RAF Cosford, a Swiss Hornet and the ever popular Vulcan. 

For your chance to win one of three pair of tickets (accompanied
under 16s enter free) send your name, address and telephone
number to competitions@rafa.org.uk or by post to:

Cosford Competition
RAF Association
117½ Loughborough Road
Leicester
LE4 5ND

See www.rafa.org.uk
for terms and conditions.
Closing date: 22 May 2015

Win tickets to the
RAF Cosford Air Show

It is not possible, or indeed desirable, for the Association to
work in isolation. We have therefore engaged with all four
RAF charities, as well as other military, veterans and older
person charities. We are exploring commercial
opportunities and are talking to a number of large
companies to see what may be possible. We have also re-
established positive working relationships with a number
of aviation partners, such as the Red Arrows and the
Falcons parachute display team. We have also engaged
with the RAF Rugby Union, RAF Football, HQ Air –
Community Support and the RAF Central Fund.

Welfare was another area of focus, being the very reason
the Association exists. We are still waiting for final welfare
contact figures for 2014, but we do know that there has
been an increase in the complexity of the cases, which our
welfare teams are well equipped to deal with. 

Finally, a new volunteering programme has been started
to provide cover in areas of high welfare need with low
numbers of volunteers. This will complement, not replace,
the excellent work being carried out by so many Branch
members and allow us to recognise the work that so many
of our members have done for such a long time. 

2014 saw many ways of working evolve to be more
efficient or robust, meaning we are in excellent shape to
improve further in 2015, continuing to support members
of the RAF family who need us.

Members of Bomber Command air and ground crew
are invited to RAF Scampton on Thursday 7 May for
a VE-Day themed event.

The day will run from 10:00 until around 16:00. Attendees will
have a chance to look round the newly reconstituted Heritage
Centre at RAF Scampton and see a flying display by a number of
aircraft.

During the day there will be opportunity for veterans to tell their
stories either in groups or as individuals. A buffet lunch will be
provided in the combined mess.

Anyone who is interested in attending should contact:

WO Michael Frankel on 01522 733305 or 1ACC-UWO@mod.co.uk
or Sgt Cunningham on 01522 733345.

RAF Scampton to 
host World War II
veterans reunion
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The Wings Portal has proved a great help to many
Branches already – could your Branch be next?

The system allows Branch committees to complete their
Wings Appeal returns online. Not only could this save you
time, but your Branch’s welfare rebate can be returned
quicker, so the money can be used to help people in your
area who need it.

Pete Brocklehurst, Community Fundraising Officer said: “We
recognise that people lead busy lives these days, so we’re
always looking for ways to make fundraisers’ lives easier. It is
vital that the Association makes good use of modern
technologies to support our Branches.”

Tony Baker is the Treasurer of the Dunfermline and Stirling
Branch. He used the Wings Portal for last year’s Wings
return. He said: “I’m not the most IT savvy person, so I saw
the Wings Portal as a bit of a challenge. Once I’d watched
the tutorial videos though, I was soon up and running. I
can’t recommend them enough – they explain everything
in easy to understand language, but aren’t patronising.

“I like being able to submit collections on the portal as we
do them, rather than all at the end of the year. One thing I
have found is that the more you use it, the easier it is. Our
Wings Appeal Officer just had to log on, check the information was correct and click ‘confirm’. It really is that simple.”

To sign up to the Wings Portal, two members of your committee simply have to log on to the members area of the Association’s website
and follow the links to the Wings Portal.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss the Wings Portal before you sign your Branch up you can call the Wings Team 
on 0116 268 8757/8758.

Calling all Branch
committees

Jersey Sandman Andy Coutanche drew the Wings Appeal logo on the beach at last
year’s Jersey International Air Display. 

Have you seen a bigger Wing? Have you seen one in cake form? Share your creative
Wings logo photos by emailing marketing@rafa.org.uk

Wings in the Sand
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It was standing room only at Chester
Crematorium for the funeral of
Keith Ingham-Nutbrown in January,

with many braving the cold outside to
pay their respects. As well as hundreds
of members of the public, mourners
included RAF Association members,
personnel from RAF Valley, Leeming
and Cosford, Cheshire Police, the
Royal Navy and Army, plus several
ATC Squadrons.

The Association led the effort to make
sure Keith received a fitting send-off. An
appeal on social media reached
thousands of people, with many sharing
the story.

Keith was 83 when he died, and was a
veteran of RAF service in Ceylon – now 
Sri Lanka. He had no family, and few
friends outside the care home where he
lived. Keith's most treasured possessions
included a record of his RAF service and a
few pictures of steam trains. The
Association was contacted by Reverend
Billingsley who was taking the funeral
service.

Rory O'Connor, Director of Welfare and
Policy at the Association, said: "The
response to our appeal for mourners has
been amazing. To see so many people at

Another overwhelming response honours RAF veteran

the funeral, from all three services, shows
just how much the public respects
members of the RAF family, no matter
when they served. Thank you to all who
were able to attend."

The RAF gave Keith an honour guard, and
escorted his coffin into the crematorium,
which was packed with people from all
over the UK. Standard bearers from the
Association and other organisations also
paid their respects.

A single Hawk from RAF Valley’s 208 (R)
Squadron performed a flypast as 
Mr Nutbrown’s coffin was paused outside
the crematorium. 

Sgt Andy Flanders from RAF Valley 
said: “Mr Nutbrown was a member of the
RAF family, so we were proud the
represent the service at his funeral. 
The turnout here just shows how the RAF
and the Armed Forces are held 
in high esteem by the public – it’s 
quite humbling.”

The RAF Association’s volunteers carry out a wide range of roles to support the charity. From fundraising to welfare, no
group is more tuneful than the RAF Association Concert Band.

The first, officially recognised, Association
Concert Band was formed in 1998 and this fine
group of musicians is still very much in 
demand today.

All the musicians are volunteers, some have
served in the Forces, some are ex-professional
musicians and others music teachers, but all are
players who enjoy making music together. They
contribute a significant amount of time to their
hobby and to raising thousands of pounds for the
Association and other charities. Musical Director
and Founder Peter Skellon has dedicated so
much time and energy to the band that he was
awarded the British Empire Medal in 2013.

Vacancies exist for competent players to join, so if
you’d like to find out more visit
www.rafaconcertband.org.uk 
or call 01934 820205.

Fundraising hits the right note
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Shiela is the Area Administrator for the Scotland
& Northern Ireland Area. She has been with us
for just under a year, having started as a temp.

Shiela trained as a primary school teacher and taught for
seven years. After moving to the United States she found
she had a passion for charity work. “I worked as volunteer
co-ordinator and loved it. I enjoyed meeting the great
variety of people who were so dedicated to their work, as
well as those they helped. When I came back to the UK I
wanted to work in a charity, so was thrilled to have the
chance to work for the RAF Association.”

The job of Area Administrator sounds quite
straightforward, but as with many jobs at the RAF
Association, it involves much more! Shiela said: “The
largest part of what I do is admin, as you would expect –
supporting the Area staff, sending letters out to Branches
and producing the monthly Area newsletters. No two
days are the same, though. You often don’t know until
you get in what each day will hold.”

All the Area offices are busy planning their Battle of Britain
commemoration events, and Shiela is helping with the
Scottish event.

“As well as the admin side of my job, I am helping Area
Director Joe Stanfield organise a commemorative event in
Edinburgh. I never thought I’d ever being doing something

SHIELA LARAMORE

as interesting as this when the agency sent me for an
interview. I’ve been liaising with the team at St Giles
Cathedral to find a date and looking into venues for the
reception after the ceremony.

“I know lots of people say it, but there’s no such thing as
a typical day in the office. I have become more involved

in the welfare side of things. As I am often
the first point of contact for people in
need of help, I regularly have to deal with
those in a great deal of distress. I
underwent the level one welfare course
last year, which has really helped. I have
also undertaken some welfare visits,
meaning I get to see a case from start to
finish, which is very satisfying.”

This isn’t the only time Shiela works away
from the office – she has worked on the
Association’s stand at air shows. As with
the other parts of my job, it’s the people
that make it so enjoyable. I loved meeting
the Branch volunteers at East Fortune
Airshow and the Scottish Airshow and am
always amazed at how much time and
effort they put into the Association.”

Staff in Focus

“I never thought I’d ever be
doing something

as interesting as this 
when the agency sent 
me for an interview.”
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DATE/S EVENT Location

03 May Abingdon Air & Country Fair Abingdon
04 May Lechlade Duck Race Lechlade
15 - 17 May Annual Conference Eastbourne
23 - 24 May Duxford Airshow Duxford

06 Jun Throckmorton Airshow Throckmorton
13 Jun Biggin Hill Festival of Flight Biggin Hill
14 Jun Cosford Airshow Cosford
20 - 21 Jun Weston-super-Mare Weston-super-Mare
25 - 28 Jun Goodwood Festival of Speed Goodwood
27-Jun Scarborough Armed Forces Day Scarborough
27-Jun Guildford National Armed Forces Day Guildford

11 - 12 Jul Duxford Airshow Duxford
11 - 12 Jul Swansea Swansea
17 - 19 Jul Royal International Air Tattoo Gloucester
24 - 26 Jul Silverstone Classic Silverstone
24 - 26 Jul Sunderland Airshow Seaburn
25 Jul East Fortune Airshow East Fortune
26 - 27 Jul Festival of Flight Cleethorpes
30 Jul Culdrose Airday Culdrose

6 - 9 Aug Bristol Balloon Festival Bristol
9 - 10 Aug Blackpool Airshow Blackpool
13 - 16 Aug Eastbourne Airshow Eastbourne
18 - 20 Aug Weymouth Festival Weymouth
20 - 23 Aug Airbourne Bournemouth
22 - 23 Aug Shoreham Airshow Shoreham
29 - 30 Aug Rhyl Airshow Rhyl
29 - 30 Aug Wings & Wheels Dunsfold

5 - 6 Sep Prestwick World Festival of Flight Prestwick
7 - 11 Sep Jersey Airshow St. Helier
11 - 13 Sep Goodwood Revival Goodwood
12 - 13  Sep Southend Airshow Southend
15 Sep St Paul’s Cathedral London
17 Sep Station Collections Various locations
19 Sep 75th Anniversary BoB Mini Run London
19 - 20 Sep Southport Airshow Southport
19 - 20 Sep Duxford Airshow Duxford

The Association will have a presence at many other events 
around the country, so see your Area newsletter for more 
information on these.

Please note this list is not exhaustive and that these dates and venues were as 
known at the time of going to press. Readers are advised to check in advance that
changes have not been made to venue or dates prior to considering attendance. 
The RAF Association cannot be held responsible for any changes made nor any 
subsequent loss due to any changes made by organisers of these events .

Please also note that some events may have limited access and may not all be 
open to the general public without invitation, please ensure you check with the 
organisers before travel.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
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Mae Morris has been an
Honorary Welfare Officer
for over 20 years, first

with the Ashby de la Zouch
Branch, then the Tamworth
Branch. She is now also a
caseworker for the Eastern Area.

When describing what she does,
Mae puts it quite simply: “I visit ex-
RAF people and their families,
widows and widowers when they
are in need.” There is so much more
to it than that, though, for those she
visits. She helps them regain their
independence, get out and about,
have a much-needed break or just
have someone to share their
problems with.

“I help people access grants to keep
their heads above water, tell them
about Wings Breaks, help them get

Mae Morris

mobility scooters or signpost them to
other organisations who can help, for
example the Citizens’ Advice Bureau.
It’s really rewarding when people are
able to get themselves back on an
even keel when life has thrown
problems at them.”

One of the many people Mae has
helped over the years was an older
gentleman who hadn’t been out of his
house for months. One application to
the RAF Benevolent Fund later and a
mobility scooter was delivered. This
allowed him to get out in what 
turned out to be the last six weeks of
his life. “Although it was very sad to
hear that this man had died, it was
comforting to know that I had been
able to get him the means to get
about in his last weeks. It’s also nice to
be able to help younger veterans
when they hit hard times.”

Volunteer In Focus

Mae would encourage anyone who
is interested in helping people to
consider volunteering for the RAF
Association. She said: “It’s such a
rewarding thing to do that I’d
recommend it to anyone. I had years
of experience  of visiting people in
need, but for those who are new to
it, the training you get really sets you
up with the knowledge and
confidence to make welfare visits. 

“I love volunteering for the RAF
Association and hope to continue to
do so for many years to come.”

Mae is just one of many Association
volunteers who give up hours of
time to help members of the RAF
family. If you’d like to find out more
about becoming a volunteer,
contact your local Branch or visit
www.rafa.org.uk 
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Getting Honington climbing
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Join wartime tribute act, 1940s and
1950s swing and big band singer,
Heather Marie, for an afternoon of

vintage musical entertainment with
light refreshments. 

The venue is the Lincoln Drill Hall and the
time is 2 May 2015 13:30 -16:30. Heather
Marie will be performing, along with Matt
Little and special guests. Entry is a suggested
donation of £2 on the door and proceeds will
be donated to the RAF Association. 

For more details visit ww.heathermarie.co.uk

Afternoon Tea with Heather Marie

As part of an ongoing commitment to help
serving RAF personnel, the Association is
refurbishing four of the eight contact houses

at RAF Brize Norton.

Work started in late February with the remaining three
due for completion by the end of March.

Rory O’Connor, Director of Welfare and Policy at the
Association, said: “Life doesn’t always work out as
planned and when families break up it can be difficult
for those who are serving to maintain contact with their
children. Contact houses give families a comfortable
place to stay and I am happy that the Association has
been able to fund the refurbishment of some of the
houses at Brize Norton for the benefit of the wider
RAF family.”

You can see for yourself how the contact houses have
helped two members of the RAF by visiting the
Association’s YouTube channel
www.youtube.com/RAFWingsAppeal 

Helping serving personnel feel more at home

The Association is helping adventurous personnel, their families and other
station visitors to RAF Honington get climbing.

As the home of the RAF Regiment, with nine operational squadrons, the station sees a
constant throughput of young personnel. It also hosts recruiting activities meaning
large numbers of civilians from schools and colleges visit every year, as well as many
cadets and youth organisations.

The Association was approached to contribute towards an indoor climbing wall, which
is available to personnel and visitors alike. The funds were used for a safety screen and
to train staff to keep wall users safe.

Rory O’Connor, Director of Welfare and Policy, said: “The climbing wall was an 
excellent idea, as it not only gives those stationed at Honington something physical to
do in their down time, but offers something exciting for visitors too. It will help people
stay fit and develop their confidence.”
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Life can be full of difficult
choices, but imagine having to
decide between a life of pain or

electing to have part of one of your
legs amputated.

This was the decision facing Jnr Tech
Leigh Bland after he sustained an ankle
injury while training.

This wasn’t the hardest part of his
experience though, that was not being
able to carry his baby daughter up to
bed for the first two years of her life.

Leigh decided at an early age that he
was going to join the RAF. He became
an Air Cadet at 12, then joined up at
18. He was offered engineering as a
trade and thoroughly enjoyed the
work, which took him to Canada,
Germany, Cyprus and the Falklands
three times.

It was during a physical training
session in 2009 that Leigh’s life
changed. He sustained an ankle injury
and this, combined with surgical
complications, left him with a condition called complex regional pain syndrome (CRPS). Despite the injury having healed, Leigh’s
brain still thought his ankle was damaged. His ankle would bruise and swell up, the lightest touch felt like being hit with a baseball
bat and his skin felt like it was on fire.

By late 2010 Leigh was suffering from depression and didn’t want to leave the house for fear of the agony caused by someone
knocking his ankle. Despite injections to block the misfiring nerves, drugs and rehabilitation at Headley Court, all Leigh could
envisage was a life of constant pain. This led him to research CRPS and find out that some people in the United States have chosen to
have a limb amputated to overcome the condition. Leigh thought this might be the answer for him. He felt that he had nothing to

lose, as his ankle was of no use to him and the pain was ruling his life.

On waking from his amputation surgery in September 2013 Leigh remembers
being happy for the first time in months. He said: “I have never regretted for a
single moment the decision to have my lower right leg removed. I missed out
on so much of my daughter’s early years as I was in pain and unable to walk
without crutches. Being able to run after her in the park for the first time was
incredible. It’s something that the majority of parents take for granted, but it
was heart-breaking not being able to play properly or even pick her up when I
wasn’t sitting down.”

Leigh was approached to see if he would be interested in taking part in the
2014 Invictus Games and found he was a natural archer. He was thrilled to
reach the quarter-finals and found the whole experience incredible, especially
as he’d only started teaching himself to shoot a short time before the games.
“Training and competing have played a huge part in my rehab. To go from not
wanting to leave the house to standing on stage in front of 40,000 cheering
people at the closing ceremony was a huge achievement for me.”

The RAF Association is supporting Leigh with his bid to compete in the 
2016 Paralympic Games in Rio de Janeiro. Director of Welfare and Policy, 
Rory O’Connor, said: “The Association is here for the RAF family when they
need us. I am thrilled that we can help Leigh, as his sport is playing such a role
as part of his Recovery Pathway during his transition out of the Service and in
helping him adjust to life after the RAF. We’ll be watching his progress with
great interest.”
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Keeping Leigh on target with his
Paraympic dreams
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t’s February as I write this and there’s not much 
spring in the air yet. My motorbike remains 
� rmly under wraps, although planning this 
summer’s trip to the Pyrenees has begun. I 

hope that by the time you read this, things have 
warmed up and that the bike is back doing what it 
does best – putting a smile on my face. 

I was a bit worried that, like the bike, things would be a 
bit quiet during January and February but it’s been quite 
the opposite and we have had a busy start to the year. 
We have already paid visits to Manston, Wittering, Halton, 
Shawbury and Cosford to talk to a mixture 
of Community Support and HIVE sta� , as 
well as serving personnel and families. We 
were delighted to be able to attend our � rst 
O�  cer Cadet Fresher’s evening at Cranwell, 
as well as attending the Graduation 
ceremonies at RAF Halton and RAF 
Honington. We have hosted two visits from the Defence 
Infrastructure Organisation to talk about progress with 
the new contract with CarillionAmey, as well as meeting 
CarillionAmey themselves at their HQ in Liverpool. 

We met with the MoD AF Covenant Team to discuss the 
future of the Community Covenant and the role of our 
4 Regional Covenant Co-Ordinators, visited Reserve 
personnel at Waddington and Wittering to talk about life 
as a Reservist, attended numerous meetings in the MoD 
on issues ranging from future accommodation plans to 
the issues faced by geographically dispersed families, and 
briefed both the Future Commanders Study Period and 
the RAF Community Support Course on the issues we hear 
about that are concerning serving RAF personnel and their 
families. 

I also had a really useful one-to-one meeting with 
Anna Soubry MP, Minister of State for Defence 
Personnel, Welfare & Veterans, where I was 
able to discuss some speci� c issues 

around the application of the 
AF Covenant – IVF treatment, 
orthodontic support for families, 
Pension Sharing Orders and 
the need for better Covenant 
communications with those 
delivering services were all 
mentioned. 

I also joined my Navy and 
Army opposite numbers at a 
meeting with the Deputy Leader 
of the Labour Party, Harriet Harman MP, Vernon Coaker 
MP, Shadow Secretary of State for Defence and Gemma 
Doyle MP, a member of Labour’s shadow defence team. 
We spoke about the issues facing spouses, partners and 
families of our serving personnel – notably, employment, 
childcare, children’s education, living inside and outside 
the wire and, again, the value of the AF Covenant. It was 

especially encouraging to hear that, like the 
Conservatives, if Labour win the election they 
expect to continue to support the Covenant 
and help sustain it for the longer term. 

It’s a really enjoyable role that the Federation 
team has and, as I hope you can see, we are 
all very busy gathering evidence, advising 

on policies, answering  queries and doing our very best 
to ensure that your voice is heard by the people that 
matter. Our Covenant Co-Ordinators continue to liaise with 
Local Authorities, NHS England, DWP and the like, to help 
formulate policy, improve communications and encourage 
them to work better together to deliver the promises they 
have made on removing disadvantage caused by Service.

My biggest worry in all of this?… If it carries on at this pace, 
I’ll be too busy to ride the bike beyond the end of the road, 
let alone to the Pyrenees and back.

There’s not much 
spring in the air

I also had a really 
useful one-to-
one meeting with 
Anna Soubry MP

A Royal Air Force C17 transport aircraft at Camp Bastion in Afghanistan, during operations to return equipment to the UK during drawdown from Operation 
Herrick in July 2014. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0.  Caption writer Cpl Daniel Wiepen. Source: Army  

I
By Bill Mahon - RAF Families Federation

www.raf-� .org.uk
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For the past ten years a group of ‘young at heart’ RAF
veterans aged 60-80 have been taking regular trips to the
seaside to enjoy a break at the RAF Benevolent Fund’s

holiday home Princess Marina House. 

Much like Club 18-30, Club 60-80 positively encourages its
guests to have fun - in fact it’s compulsory! Guests can kick 
off their sandals in the summer and take a walk on the beach 
or enjoy one of the many organised day trips.

The week-long trips for groups of RAF friends first began in
2005 when the RAF Benevolent Fund (RAFBF) invited members
from RAF Association Branches and other associations to find
out for themselves what a break at Princess Marina House could
offer. Now, several Association Branches including Bexhill,
Eastbourne, Hailsham and Southend, Bomber Command
veterans and Guinea Pigs return to take in the sea air every year. 

Groups often book between November and the end of 
March to take advantage of Princess Marina House’s winter
discount offer.

Organised outings are popular with activities such as
greyhound racing, trips to the D-Day Museum in Portsmouth,
which includes lunch and a chance to hit the shops at Gunwharf
Quays or a trip up the Spinnaker Tower.

Set in glorious grounds on the Rustington seafront, 
Princess Marina House has 42 en-suite guest rooms overlooking
the seascape and golden beaches on the Sussex coast. 

Join the Princess Marina House Club 60-80

Skilled staff provide 24-hour care
and you are welcome to visit if you are the
widow/widower of somebody who has served in the RAF.

Ivor Calverley, the Association’s Regional President for the East
Sussex, said the RAFBF and/or the RAF Association could help
with the cost of trips for those unable to afford it themselves.

The warm welcome and ‘beyond the call of duty’ attitude of the
staff help make for a relaxing stay, he said. 

“Excellent accommodation, good food and a friendly
atmosphere all tends to make your stay more enjoyable”.

Enid Austen, Honoury Welfare Officer, Halsham Branch said: “As
a group, we have been coming to Princess Marina House every
year for a winter break since 2006. Because we have an RAF
background, there is a general feeling of camaraderie, making
for a very happy atmosphere.”

Although the breaks are advertised as 60 to 80, some members
are younger while others are older, so age is not restrictive. 

Groups of ten or more within a 50-mile radius are eligible for
free transport to and from Princess Marina House.

To make a booking for Club 60-80 please contact 
Shirley Steeples on 01903 784044 or email 
enquiries@princess-marina-house.co.uk

Hailsham Race Night, Anne, Marjorie, Sheila and Anne
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
HONOURING MORE THAN THE FEW

After reading ‘In Focus’ in the last issue I
wanted to endorse the article. I was a
plotter at Hornchurch and Uxbridge for
Fighter Command. I have been down the
Battle of Britain Bunker many times and
have been privileged to speak to various
groups such as RAF Cranwell, RAF
Gibraltar, Brooklands College, Rotary 
Clubs and many other organisations 
about how ‘plotting’ and radar worked in
the Ops Rooms.

Without wishing in any way to denigrate
the courage or superhuman efforts of
fighter pilots and the price many of them
paid, I always end my talks by mentioning
the dedicated ground crews whose pride 
it was to make sure that the aircraft were
repaired and serviced ready for the pilot 
to take off again on another sortie. There
might be holes to mend and other 
integral parts to fix and the engine to be
overhauled. Their experience and
expertise were always a byword.

As the article says, there always has to be a
backup team.

Helen Mills

MILITARY MEDALS REVIEW

In the last edition you printed an edited
version of the letter I sent in.

In the edited version there was no
mention made of the main point I was
making, ‘the abuse being made in the
awarding of the medal and steps I took to
counter that abuse’.

In my letter, I wrote that at that time
Singapore was part of Malaya and because
the edited version did not make things
clear I received some critical remarks as
the printed version stated the opposite.

Despite these remarks, I really enjoy
reading your most excellent magazine.

C E Duggan

The Editor apologises unreservedly for any
confusion or criticism which the incorrectly
edited version printed in the last issue may
have caused.

I would like to add to the response in the
last issue under this heading relating to
the opening of RAF Mount Pleasant.

I did four months detachment in 1988 and
John Smith came up from the Stanley

Museum to give a series of very interesting
lectures on the various aspects of the
Falkland Islands which included a video of
the making of Mount Pleasant airfield
called “80 week to Touchdown”. I managed
to get a copy of that video which tells us 
that the first ship arrived offshore at 
what was to become Mare Harbour on 
25th October 1983 and work started there
on 30th October.

The first aircraft touched down on 1st May
1985 and then a Tristar arrived on 12th May
with The Rt Hon Michael Heseltine MP and
HRH Prince Andrew who officially opened
RAF Mt Pleasant on that day.

Mr Smith also wrote a book called 
“74 days” which tells of his and others
experience of the war from a Falkland
Islanders point of view and it is well 
worth reading.

John Grant

COAST TO COAST ALONG THE
CALEDONIAN CANAL

Whilst I applaud the effort of those
involved - they are not the first RAF team
to row the Caledonian Canal. A team from
RAF Topcliffe was the first RAF team to row
the canal in 1961/2. Starting at Aberdeen,
canoeing down Loch Ness and then doing
porterage through the Caledonian Canal
then to Fort William. My skipper in the two
man canoe was WO’Bertie” Buggs; we were
accompanied by another two man canoe. I
was a Sergeant at the time. It took us four
days to do it and we had a great time.
There is a record of the trip in the RAF
News (1961/62). 

Thank you for a great magazine, keep up
the good work.

C J  Zeelie

COMMONWEALTH WAR GRAVES
IN FRANCE

About 18 months ago I stumbled across
three Commonwealth War Graves in a
gloomy North Perigueux Cemetery. The
graves of Pvt David Walker of the Black
Watch; Fg Off Alan Ernest Wraight, RAFVR
and Flt Sgt John Leslie Wilson, RAFVR were
found in a sad and unkempt condition.

Under a treaty, those graves of
Commonwealth dead which are not
looked after by the War Graves
Commission, fall under the care and
responsibility of the local Marie. These

clearly had been neglected, but to be fair
so had the many French War Graves in 
that location.

Together with the Chairman of the 
Sud Ouest (France) Branch of the
Association representations were made to
the Commission in Paris and I am glad to
report that now those memorials are in a
very similar condition to those of the
larger cemeteries in the North of France.

My point is, in this part of SW France many
RAF and Allied aircrew crashed carrying
out missions on behalf of SOE and many of
those graves are never visited by relatives
and are, not to put too finer point on this,
lonely and very very sad.

There are many ‘airmen’ here and they
need friends. This is a popular area for
British visitors and no doubt many serving
RAF personnel come here. We of the RAF
Association do what we can to visit these
graves on a regular basis but would ask
that any members visiting this area or any
area of France, to get in touch with the
local RAF Association or the War Graves
Commission and just go for a few minutes
to see those who can’t and did not go
home and more likely now have nobody to
care for them.

We shall continue whilst we can but one
day there may be no-one to care unless
those younger than us are encouraged to
take over the visiting friendship of our
fellow ‘airmen’ and not forgetting the
soldier from the  Black Watch who
probably considers it a gross indignity to
lie side by side with two ‘blue jobs’.

Peter Grey, SW France

RAF PENSIONS

Veterans of the UK Armed Forces, serving
on regular engagements, who left the
service prior to April 1975 having
completed less than 22 years for other
ranks and 16 years for commissioned
officers, made indirect contributions
towards pension but received no return.

Those who served for a minimum of 2
years beyond April 1975 are entitled to a
preserved pension pro rata their service,
on reaching the age of 60, on the same
terms as pre-April 1975 leavers.

This is an outrageous injustice which
Governments over the past 30 years have
chosen to ignore.

Francis R Humphreys
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RAF HALTON

How nice to see the Halton article, it brings
back memories of my National Service,
July 1952-54 when I was on the staff of 
‘A’ Wing at Halton. 

What wonderful times, many wartime
aircrew were still there but then reverted
back to their previous technical ranks. As I
remember the 64th, 67th and 70th entries
occupied ‘A’ Wing. I recall the Pipe Band
leading the way down to 1 & 2 Wings
workshops twice daily. Bandmaster 
WO Calton and the band mascot “The
Goat” taking the lead. What a wonderful
entry spirit they all had.

To my horror I visited 2 Wing in 1977 
only to find only 20 apprentices in total 
at Halton.

I remember the ‘passing out’ days when
the entry passing out would attempt to
enter the two WRAF blocks and also the
wonderful facilities Halton had for sports.

I always look at the reunion ads. One
Hastings ‘Brat’ Victor Truluck whom I have
visited retired as a Flt Lt Truluck, my own
cousin’s son Donald was also a ‘Brat’ while I
was there, where are you now Donald?

Any chance of more about Halton over the
years and its current uses.

Dennis Moon

Synopsis:

This book captures daily
operational life  using
pictures taken by the

author and his colleagues
during  tours of duty on the
Islands. From the first
detachments of Phantoms
and Rapiers operating
from the enhanced RAF
Stanley airfield to life at
the new airport at RAF
Mount Pleasant. The
reader is given an
insight into life from
the author's perspective as
the Commander of the Tornado F3
Flight defending the islands' airspace.
Day and night front-line fighter crews
provided Quick Reaction Alert (QRA)
working with the Royal Navy, Army
and other Air Force units to defend
the remote, and often forgotten,
theatre of operations. The author also
looks at how the islanders and the
forces based at Mount Pleasant
interact and contrast high technology
military operations with the wildlife.

An accomplished and well qualified
author, David Gledhill has a very clear
and informative writing style which
captivates the reader and gives them a
balanced amount of technical
information and of military operational
procedures. In so doing the author
engages the reader whether
knowledgeable or a layperson as he
takes them through the personal
challenge of the commanding officer of
an RAF Fighter Detachment in the
Falklands and gives the reader an
understanding of the immense

responsibility in maintaining aircraft,
aircrew and ground crew at peak QRA
readiness 24 hours a day all year round.

The book contains many relevant
personal photographs that demonstrate
the very important part of our modern
RAF history following the liberation of
the Falkland Islands and the subsequent
defense of the Islands since May 1982.

Having served a tour on the islands, as
reviewer, I was reminded of many
aspects of the Falkands that I had
forgotten and highly recommend it to
all. The book brought back many good
memories and some not so good but
above all I am reminded of the
professionalism and comradeship of all
of our armed forces.

Publisher: Fonthill Media
ISBN: 9781781552223

When making your Will your first priority should be to provide for your loved
ones and then any causes that are dear to you. Leaving the RAF Association a
gift in your Will helps us continue to support the RAF family.

These acts of generosity are one of the most valuable and lasting ways to show
your support. No matter how small an amount, an item or a percentage of an
estate, your gift helps us to provide vital support to those that need it the most.

If you would like further information about gifts in Wills or our Will-writing service,
please call Vinny Manak on 0116 268 8791 or visit www.rafa.org.uk/legacy

Every gift in every Will makes a difference

BOOK REVIEW
FIGHTERS OVER
THE FALKLANDS
David Gledhill
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1.  RAF Scampton for the second year running provided
26 volunteers who manned a Wings Appeal stall at Lincoln
Christmas Market which attracts up to 250,000 visitors over
the four day event. 

Despite very cold temperatures, spirits were high and, as
the day went on, the market got busier with everyone
soaking up the festive atmosphere as Christmas music
played from the Cathedral. 

Throughout the weekend, volunteers were fully committed
to the task at hand and thoroughly enjoyed the chance to
experience what the market had to offer. A fantastic grand
total of £6878 was raised for Wings Appeal.

Thanks to all who volunteered and gave up their spare time
to support the Association.

2. Bromsgrove & Redditch Branch member Ivan Castle had never ridden a
motor cycle or driven a car before WWII but he trained in England and America to
become one of those brave Lancaster pilots of Bomber Command. 

Ivan flew thirty missions over occupied Europe in the later stages of the war and
faced intense opposition from German fighter aircraft and anti-aircraft fire. He
recalled the three days and nights in 1944 when his 100 Squadron joined in heavy
bombardment of Stuttgart. He particularly praised the work of the ground crews
who toiled day and night to ensure that the aircraft were safe and ready to fly. His
aircraft, ND644, was eventually lost on its 116th sortie after being shot down on a
raid over Nuremburg. Fortunately two members of the mostly Canadian crew,
survived. Pictured left, Ivan Castle (right) with John Tidmarsh, a 50 Squadron

Lancaster navigator.

3.  Ile-de-France Branch. The successful crusade by a French lady to get
her home town to recognise the sacrifice of a Mildenhall based Lancaster
crew from 622 Squadron whose aircraft crashed near her home town in early
June 1944 was behind the attendance of six members from the Branch at 
an unveiling in February, of a commemorative plaque at the crash site.

Among the crew of seven were two New Zealanders, one of whom was rear-
gunner FS George Gardner, whose nephew, Bruce Gardner came all the way
from New Zealand to see where his uncle died.

Branch Secretary, Graham Scott carried the Branch Standard and Mike Close,
Events Organiser, laid a wreath. Wreaths were also laid by the Mayor and
President of the local UNC, the Australian, British, and New Zealand
Embassies, represented by Major Stephen Ward, Australian Army, 
Gp Capt Mike Blackburn RAF, and Captain Shaun Fogarty MNZM, RNZN.

All participants retired to the town hall for the traditional vin d’honneur after
the ceremony.

4.  Penarth Branch hosted an East Glamorgan and Gwent Regional
meeting late last year and Rory O’Connor, RAF Association Director of
Welfare took the opportunity to visit the Branch during the event.

Rory gave a brief on RAF Association matters and on a variety of current
welfare issues which was much appreciated by those members and 
delegates present. 

Picture shows Regional Chairman, Tich Taylor, Rory O’Connor and 
Regional President, Wg Cdr Peter Squire. 
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5.  Oxford & District Branch enjoyed a full
programme of talks during 2014 ranging from ‘The
Lonely Men of Coral Command’ on RAF Gan and a
fascinating look at ‘The Life and Career of Wernher
Maximillian Freiherr von Braun.  Last year’s outings
included a visit to Milestones Museum in Basingstoke in
May, Imperial War Museum RAF Duxford in June and
Army Air Museum at Middle Wallop in September,
formerly RAF Middle Wallop and still an operational
airfield today.

Pictured right at the Army Air Museum. l to r standing
are Clive and Enid Bower, Reg Croot, John Mulligan, 
George Reade, Ken Hicks, Philip Stevens, RAFALO 
WO Steve Guppy, Len Mansfield, seated Jenny Warner. 

6.  Retford & District Branch members and friends
visited the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight at RAF
Coningsby for a private guided tour.

As all of the aircraft were in the hangar undergoing
their winter servicing, it was a unique opportunity to
see at close quarters the ‘bare bones’ of the aircraft.
For many of the members it was their first visit to
BBMF, and they thoroughly enjoyed the occasion.

Following the tour, the group moved on to the
Petwood Hotel at Woodhall Spa for their annual
Christmas Lunch, which commenced with pre-drinks
in the Squadron Bar. 

7.  Grimsby & Cleethorpes Branch branch and
club members (pictured right), at a remembrance
service at the Strike Memorial opposite their HQ and
Club, also attended by the Deputy Lieutenant of
Lincolnshire, His Worship the Mayor of N.E.
Lincolnshire alongside friends and colleagues from
the RNA and the Parachute Regiment Association.
Four local junior schools laid wreaths they had made.
The Last Post and reveille were played and 
afterwards they all retired to the club for refreshments
where the children were treated to a short talk by the
Branch Chairman, Graham Malster, on the project to
rebuild a Lancaster cockpit. The event was folowed by
a social evening with live music and was enjoyed by a
large gathering.

8.  Cambridge, Ely, Huntingdon & District and
St Neots members pictured right, visiting the new
Heritage Centre at RAF Wyton late last year so that the
airmen of yesterday and today could get together.

Hosted by the Station’s RAF Association Committee,
they were given a tour of the Pathfinder Collection,
the tribute to No 8 Group RAF, displays to the units,
aircraft and events associated with RAF Wyton as well
as the elements that have combined to create the
Joint Forces Intelligence Group (JFIG) of today.

The visit also included lunch in the Officers’ Mess and
the chance to look at the sports car Cpl Craig Hamilton
races for the Royal Air Force. 
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1.  Driffield Branch celebrated the 70th year of its
formation last December. Over 50 members and
guests attended a luncheon at the Bell Hotel,
Driffield. The Branch was founded by five serving
airmen and there are currently 91 members.

Pictured left to right: Peter Brusby BEM (Secretary),
Jeff Ball (Treasurer), Alan Allsopp JP (Chairman), 
Mrs Kath Hyde (92 years of age and oldest active
member), Mrs Mary Ball (baked and donated cake),
Mrs Dawn Ball (Wings Appeal Organiser) and 
John Allison (Northern Area Chairman).

Photo © Driffield Post and Times.

2.  Swansea Branch was honoured to have an
invitation to attend a memorial service at Gowerton

Comprehensive School for Pt Off Gwilym Penry Guy (22), an ex pupil
who gave his life to save his crew on 22 June 1944.

His Lancaster was on a mission to destroy a petrol plant in
Wesseling, Germany when it was hit by flak and caught fire. Gwyilym
instucted his six crew members to ‘jump or die’. They all survived,
four being taken prisoner of war and two made their way back to
the UK with the help of the Belgium resistance.

Gwyilym steered his plane to avoid the town of Asch, crashing near
the railway station destroying rail tracks which carried German army
supplied, sabotaging the war effort. His body lies in the parish
church cemetery. He is regarded as a hero in the town. Town
representatives were presented with Lancaster bomber pins.

3.  Norwich Branch Wings Appeal Officer Bob Clements was
presented with his 50 year membership badge at the annual dinner. He has
been Standard Bearer for 42 of these years. After a full replacement knee
operation he has had to give up this duty.

His work has been very successful over many years reaching the target of 
£10K+ each year. In recognition of his work, Bob was given an engraved bowl
and his wife Judy received a lovely bouquet as thanks for the ‘voluntary’ work
she gives to Bob.

4.  Edinburgh, Lothians and Borders Branch member ex-WWII WAAF 
Doris Whitley recently celebrated her 100th birthday and at her party 
Branch Wings Appeal Organiser, Susan Kidston, presented her with a bouquet
and champagne.

Originally from the Newhaven area of Edinburgh, Doris
studied music at Edinburgh University prior to the war but
volunteered for service shortly after it started.

As a Fighter Plotter she was stationed at RAF Rudloe Manor
with the HQ No.10 Group. She now lives in sheltered housing
in Edinburgh where she enjoys a 'fairly' regular visit from one
of the Branch Welfare helpers when the problems of the
world are solved and the fact that “we are all living far too
long” is thoroughly aired!

Congratulations Doris and long may those visits continue.
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5.  Ammanford Branch recently met for lunch at the "Mountain Gate", 
Ty Croes. Guest of honour was  Wales Area Vice President Tony Varney who was
accompanied by branch support officer Jim Ritchie. 

Following the meal Mr Varney presented Branch President Elfryn Jones with a
certificate to acknowledge the fifty years since the foundation of the branch. 

He then went on to replace the blue and red tassel of the branch standard with a
gold one also marking the half century.

6.  Abbots & Kings Langley Branch held an Honours Award Evening in
December to recognise the excellent efforts of the cadets of Watford 2F
Squadron ATC throughout the year.

During 2014, the cadets raised a very impressive £2390.70
towards the Wings total for the branch. The majority of this sum
was raised by three days' collecting at the Asda store in Watford.
As a thank you, and in recognition of their efforts, Branch
Chairman, Gp Capt John Rose OBE, presented certificates of
appreciation to 17 cadets, some of whom are pictured, with
John. He also presented trophies to the three cadets who raised
the greatest individual amounts. As a token of appreciation, a
cheque for £500 from the Branch was presented, by John, to 2F
CO, Simon Cooper, to purchase equipment for the Squadron. This
was gratefully received.

7.  Co. Fermanagh Branch took part in the Last Post project in
November to discuss the impact that WWI had on the local
community to remember those who had served in the RFC and
RAF and to play music from the era as a mark of
commemoration.

Well known traditional musician and piper Ian Burrows delivered
a talk on the history of WWI pipers and played some of the pipe tunes,
composed by those who served in the trenches, on the Great Highland
Bagpipe, Lowland pipes and High and Low Whistle. He also played a
moving version of the tune composed by Pipe Major Alex Stewart to the
Battle of Britain pilots ‘Tribute to the Few’.

As at every event, the Last Post was played to remember those who died.
On the Bagpipe this is the haunting tune ‘The Flowers of the Forest’. In
keeping with the event William Butler Yeats poem ‘An Irish Airman
Foresees his Death’ was recited.

8.  Penrith Branch have donated £300 to one of the respite homes,
Rothbury House in Morpeth. This donation was to pay for Christmas
dinner for its guests who were resident over the festive period. 

At a recent meeting, the committee voted to continue with this gesture
annually.Photo shows (l-r) , Gordon Sandilands (Vice-Chairman), 
Colin Lee (Rothbury House Manager) and Sean Mullett (Committee)

When submitting Branch News to Air Mail, please 
note that the wording should ideally be around

100 words, accompanied supporting photographs. 
Please note that due to space limitations, submission does 

not guarantee publication.

Please ensure that you give as much information as 
possible about those shown in any photographs and any 

copyright information relating to the photograph. 
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1.  Kenley & Caterham Branch presented the Spitfire Café in Biggin
Hill with two ‘Battle-of-Britain-Class’ Locomotive name plates. 

RAF Association member Brian Seddon made replica name plates in
original size and shape of ‘Fighter Command’ and ‘Spitfire’ which now
add to the extensive collection of WWII artefacts and pictures of
aircraft and pilots of the Battle-of-Britain which are displayed inside 
the Café. 

Brian was inspired by the large-scale model of a Spitfire dangling from
the ceiling inside the Café and thought a special twist would add to the
curiosity of the Café. 

Sally and Barry, the owners, were delighted.

2.  Sud-Ouest France Branchmembers Pam Curtis Jones, 
John Reid and David Clifton attended a ceremony in February, as
for the 71st time, the French paid their respects and laid wreaths
and flowers in Grun-Bordas (Dordogne) to the crew of Stirling
EF271 of 199 Squadron. It left RAF Lakenheath the previous
evening and had dropped supplies to the French resistance but
was shot down by a German night fighter.

For some unknown reason the seven aircrew were buried by the
Germans in a cemetery in Marseille, about 400 kms away, as they
believed them to be Americans. However, a plaque was added to
the War Memorial in Grun-Bordas and is testament to the high
regard that the local French have for these men who gave their
lives supporting the resistance

Full ceremonial honours were given to the dead aircrew by the
local Standard bearers. Photo shows the memorial and plaque
with David Clifton (l) and John Reid (r). 

3.  Gold Coast Branch (Australia) founder member, good natured
Ernest Fish, shown enjoying one of the Branch’s recent social
excursions, has been one of its most active and cheerful members as
well as being the oldest as he will be 100 years old in June. 

Initially joining 615 Squadron in 1938 he claims was known as
Churchill's Own, Ernie was trained and later served as a Wireless
Operator Mechanic in other Squadrons in India from 1942 mostly in
the Bengal area: Calcutta, Cox's Bazar, Ramu, Chittagong, Jessore
and various other areas including Madras, Quetta and Bombay.

His RAF training prepared him for many years of allied work with the
Railways and London Transport where he must have been an
equally popular a character to all. Everyone feels better after a chat
with Ernie be it family, friend or colleague.

4.  Mablethorpe & Sutton Branch At their AGM of in February, Patrick (Tom) Sawyer
was made a Life Vice President of the Branch.

Tom joined the Association in 1996 and moved to Mablethorpe in 2001. He has held
many positions with the Branch including Wings Appeal Officer, Chairman and President.
He has been very active in collecting monies for Wings Appeal.

Photo shows Tom, on the right, being presented with a certificate by Area Councillor,
Frank Barrett.
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5.  Harwich and Dovercourt Branch Social Season has been and gone.
and as in past years, members and friends enjoyed a Christmas Meal at the
Cliff Hotel in Dovercourt.

In January the Branch also enjoyed its annual Burns Night Dinner. The
Haggis was piped in and around the room, then properly addressed and
with due reverence, dispatched (see photo). An excellent meal and social
was enjoyed by all who attended. Many thanks to Colin for the Address,
Ben for the Piping, John for the catering and the Committee for the
organisation and help.

6.  Paddock Wood Branch Waitrose supported the branch’s  Wings
Appeal by organising  a collection of £515.00 from their customers.

In appreciation Ron Sawyer, Chairman of the branch and and Ken Vernon,
PR Officer for the Tunbridge Wells Branch presented a "Certificate of
Appreciation" to Waitrose Service Manager Ryan McDonald, Paddock
Wood.

7.  Rotherham Branch members Jean Philip and Kim Johnson decided after
seeing the poppies at the Tower of London on TV, to see them a bit closer. The
spectacular sight lived with them so they applied to help pick them and were
delighted to be selected and so on 20th November they arrived at the Tower
and made their way to the "Blue Gate". Instructions were given as to the lifting
and dismantling of the poppies which were made up of the head, stem and
four washers, each of which had its own place.

On the return journey both felt immensely proud to have been involved in this
spectacular event, and will never forget the experience, knowing that each
poppy they raised commemmorated one of the 888,246 who died in WW1.

At the AGM held in February, Vice
President Gilbert Eastburn presented
the shield to Jean Philip, newly elected
Chair in recognition for her hard work
on behalf of the Branch in 2014. 

8.  North Costa Blanca Branch's
annual Burns Night Supper was
recently attended by 63 members and
guests. Guest of honour was 
AM Sir Dusty Miller. The piper greeted
members and guests as they arrived
with a swirl of the bagpipes. He also
piped in the haggis and performed at
various times throughout the evening.

Member Jean Fisher was also
celebrating her birthday and was
treated to a rendition of 'Happy Birthday'. This was followed by Bob
Hunt's 'Address to the Haggis' given in an authentic Scots accent! Colin
McNae spoke of 'The Immortal Memory' in which he described Burn's
hedonistic lifestyle and achievements.

Hugh Stewart proposed the the toast to the 'ladies' the response to the
'laddies' was given by Beverley Stewart, in a quaint American accent,
both speeches being much appreciated by all. Shane Martin conducted
another of her exercises in separating people from their money, and
raised a total of €340 for Wings Appeal.

Photo shows AM Sir Dusty Miller KBE, piper and Bob Hunt, photo
courtesy of Stephen Lemon (Editor ‘The Flyer’).
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1.  Potter Heigham Branch and the Neatishead
based Brass Band Champions Norfolk Wherry 
Brass combined to perform their 11th Annual
Christmas Concert.  

Just under a hundred people were treated to a
wide range of Christmas music and carols in the
main hall of Stalham High School. A total of £600
was shared equally between the band and the
2015 Wings Appeal. Almost £8,000 has been raised
in total over the 11 concerts to date – the Wings
Appeal has profited from half of this sum.

2.  Salisbury Branch held its 16th Annual
Christmas Sunday Lunch at the Salisbury
and South Wilts Golf Club in December. 

ACM Sir Joseph Gilbert KCB CBE, Branch
President and Lady Betty attended together
with 47 members and friends (including
several new members of the Branch).

All enjoyed a super meal, good company,
good cheer and were well looked after by
Sarah and her team. A very successful raffle
was also held. As always the event was
organised by Dick Brice, Branch Secretary. 

More photos can be seen on website:
http://rafasalisbury.webplus.net 

3.  Haverfordwest Branch sent in this
unusual shot of a Sunderland Flying Boat taken at the
new Heritage Centre, Pembroke Dock. The large model is
mounted above entrance/exit canopy - a must visit
venue for Coastal Command enthusiasts with excellent
displays, café and only £2.00 entry for over 60s.

4.  Erewash Branch. AM Sir Dusty Miller KBE visited
the branch recently to present a National Presidential
Certificate to members George and Geraldine Lamb. The
couple have been the backbone of the branch for many
years, no task being too big or too small for them to take
on. Previously Standard Bearer and now Membership
Secretary, George continues to excel in his role, ably
supported by Geraldine who runs the branch raffles,
arranges one-off social evenings like ‘barn dances’,
‘country dancing’ and ‘beetle drives’ and, with George, is

a regular member of the small team who represent the
branch at many local fund-raising charity events throughout
the year.

The President’s visit coincided with the evening chosen by
the branch to present certificates and cheques to those ATC
Squadrons and individual cadets who helped the Branch to
raise another award winning amount for Wings in 2014.

With all presentations completed, the ATC cadets left the
meeting to enjoy snacks and members enjoyed a similar
treat provided by the Lambs. Geraldine said that the
presentation of the NPC should be seen as a credit to all
branch members not just George and herself.
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The Red Arrows unveil new Union flag
design on its jets

The Royal Air Force Aerobatic Team, the Red Arrows, has
revealed a new Union flag-inspired design on its world-
famous jets.

Tailfins on the team’s Hawk aircraft have received the fresh look,
reflecting British excellence. The makeover will be seen by millions
of people every year, when the Red Arrows display both at home
and overseas.

Complete with flowing red, white and blue lines, the design
emphasises the team’s important role as a global ambassador
for the United Kingdom and Royal Air Force.

The team is currently preparing for its new display season.
Squadron Leader David Montenegro, who will lead the team as
Red 1 for the first time in 2015, said: “The new tailfin perfectly
illustrates the spirit of the Red Arrows – representing the UK,
our engineering excellence and the continuing capability of the
Royal Air Force to protect our skies.”

Last year, the Red Arrows celebrated their 50th season,
performing more than 80 displays across the UK and in nine
other countries. The milestone was marked with a special, one-
off tailfin design on its aircraft, replacing the familiar three-
stripe livery the team’s jets had flown since the 1960s.

Now, instead of returning to this original paint scheme
following the season-long 50th pattern, the new Union flag
design has been adopted for the future. All of the team’s Hawk

jets will be receiving the new livery, with their distinctive
fuselages retaining red and white colours.

As the public face of the Royal Air Force, the Red Arrows assist
with recruiting into the Service, contribute to defence diplomacy
and support wider national interests by representing the United
Kingdom and its industry.

The Red Arrows’ 2015 display season is expected to begin in May.

Above: The aircraft in flight in its new livery and below in the hangar during the livery launch. Photos: © MoD/Crown.

NEWS FROM THE RAF
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NEWS FROM THE RAF

The A400M Atlas, the Royal Air Force’s newest
airlift aircraft, delivered a cargo of vital
freight into Cyprus recently on its first

operational mission as it prepares for initial
operational capability later this year. 

The aircraft, recently named  ‘City of Bristol’, flew into
RAF Akrotiri delivering operational freight, making this
training flight also Atlas’ first operational tasking. In the
Captain’s seat on this historic flight was 24 Sqn pilot, 
Flt Lt Jamie “JJ” Jackson. He said: “This flight was
incredibly significant for the RAF demonstrating the
capability of the aircraft and that we are able to use it
to support operations even before we are declared
operational. Once we were airborne the aircraft
performed well throughout all phases of flight and was
great to fly.” 

Destined to replace the C130 Hercules, the Atlas is a
significantly larger aircraft specifically designed to
carry out tactical air mobility at range, direct to the
point of need.  Wing Commander Simon Boyle, 
Officer Commanding 70 Sqn, said: “This task illustrates how we are developing the use of the aircraft in this early period.  We have been
able to support defence operations whilst continuing to grow the experience of our Force’s aircrew instructors, before they begin to train
the crews destined for 70 Squadron later this year.”  

The aircraft’s load consisted of a variety of freight. 

Atlas delivers it’s first Operational Payload

Photos: © MoD/Crown.
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17 (Reserve) Squadron begin testing UK F-35

17 (Reserve) Squadron has begun operational testing of the
UK’s first F-35B, 100 years after the unit was first established.
The squadron, which was first formed in 1915, will be
responsible for all the test and evaluation of the UK’s first 
F-35 Lightning II. 

The aircraft, known as BK-1, is stationed at Edwards Air Force Base
in California and will be operated under UK regulations. Personnel
from 17 (R) Sqn, which is made up of engineers and pilots from
the RAF and Royal Navy, will fly and maintain the jets
independently from their US colleagues - an important step
towards the UK developing its Joint Strike Fighter capability. 

A parade and flypast to mark the centenary and their new role
with the F-35 Lightning II was held at Edwards AFB recently. Chief
of the Air Staff, Air Chief Marshal Sir Andrew Pulford attended,
along with representatives from some of the UK companies
involved in the manufacturing of the F-35.

Over the last 100 years, 17 (R) Sqn has
seen action in Egypt, Burma and Japan
and the Squadron has previously
flown Hurricanes, Spitfires and
Tornados. 

Now the Squadron is flying the F-35
Lightning II, a multi-role stealth aircraft
capable of undertaking a wide range
of operations from land and sea.
Equipped with an array of advanced
sensors, highly integrated mission
systems and air to air and air to ground
weapons, the aircraft will provide the
RAF and Royal Navy with fifth
generation capability from 2018.

Commanding Officer of 17 (R) Sqn, 
Wg Cdr James Beck, said:  “For a pilot,
it’s a dream come true to fly from
Edwards Air Force Base. It’s where
Chuck Yeager flew from and now we’re
the first nation outside of America to
fly the F35 independently under our
own regulations.”

Petty Officer Gary Lister has served for 28 years in the Royal Navy,
and is responsible for maintaining the ejection seats and crew
escape system, as well as managing the weapons on the aircraft.
Petty Officer Lister commented: “The F-35 has a myriad of sensors
and technologies which means every aspect of the aircraft is
constantly being tested. This means when snags are found, they
aren’t just fixed, but analysed and scrutinised to help future fault
diagnosis and streamline the maintenance effort; it’s a hugely
complex aircraft which will give both the navy and the RAF a
superb capability”.

While testing and evaluation of BK-1 is underway at Edwards Air
Force Base, over 2000 miles away at Marine Corps Air Station
Beaufort in South Carolina, the first aircraft that will be used
operationally – BK-3 – has just arrived. Working alongside US
Marine Corps colleagues, UK personnel will fly BK-3, which will
form part of the UK’s first front-line Lightning II unit, 617 Sqn,
operating from RAF Marham and then Royal Navy’s new Queen
Elizabeth Class Carriers from 2018.

Photos: © MoD/Crown.
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XV(Reserve) Squadron unveiled a
special 100th anniversary paint
scheme in spectacular style over

the snowy peaks of the Scottish
highlands.

The Squadron had a Tornado GR4 especially
painted for their centenary in the Squadron’s
famous blue and red colours.  Pictured
above and right on a special training sortie,
this unique jet flew alongside the Squadron’s
famous ‘MacRobert’s Reply’ aircraft.

The MacRobert’s Reply  story has its roots
with the MacRobert family and World War II.
The three sons of Lady Rachel MacRobert
and her husband Sir Alexander MacRobert
were all killed within 3 years of each other in
separate flying incidents; the eldest of the
three was killed in action whilst on missions during World War II.  Lady MacRobert’s response to her sons’ deaths was to donate £25,000
to purchase a bomber for the RAF and asked that it be named “MacRobert’s Reply”.

This was the start of a tradition that the RAF has kept alive.  A succession of RAF aircraft has since carried the name.   The current
“MacRobert’s Reply” is a Tornado GR4 from XV (Reserve) Squadron, still identified by the cherished tail letter ‘F’.

Formed on the 1st March 1915 at Farnborough the  Squadron’s illustrious history has included service in both world wars flying both
fighters and bombers most notably the Hawker Hind, Avro Lancaster and Panavia Tornado. 

The Squadron’s crest shows “a hind's head affrontee erased at the neck between wings elevated and conjoined in base” and was
approved by King Edward VIII in May 1936. The badge was a modification of the hart emblem used previously, changed to highlight the
fact that the Hind aircraft was in service when the badge was authorised.

XV (Reserve) Squadron 100th Anniversary 
tail unveiled at Lossiemouth

Photos: © MoD/Crown.
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RAF Valley prepares to showcase the 
Hawk T2 during 2015

Built by BAE Systems at Warton in
Lancashire, the Hawk T2 is one of
the most advanced fast jet

training aircraft in the world. In the UK,
it is operated by IV(R) Squadron, at
RAF Valley in Anglesey. 

This highly capable aircraft will be
displayed by Flt Lt Ben Polwin and 
Flt Lt Toby Keeley, both highly experienced
instructors with IV(R) Squadron. The
display, or more accurately, the “role
demonstration” will showcase both the
aircraft and the training delivered by 
IV(R) Sqn to future fast jet pilots in the 
RAF and Royal Navy.

Flt Lt Keeley said: “I am honoured to be
given the opportunity to represent the
Royal Air Force and to showcase the Hawk
T2 for the first time during this year’s
forthcoming display season. Our role
demonstration aims to present the
dynamic capability of the Hawk T2 and
provide an insight into UK Military Flying
Training System, giving the public and
future generations of pilots an idea of what
to expect during RAF fast jet flying training.

We will fly a variety of manoeuvres, from close formation to simulated attacks and basic air combat; exactly the type of flying our
students practice to set them up for their future careers on the Typhoon, Tornado GR4 and eventually F-35. So far we have spent time
planning the sequence on our advanced mission planning facility and in the simulator but I’m excited to put it into practice soon in the
skies over RAF Valley and across the UK during the summer”.

The role demonstration team will be managed by Flt Lt Al Branson. He said: “We’ll be launching the Hawk T2 Role demo website shortly,
so people can get all the up to date news and imagery. We will also be publicising the Role Demo on the RAF Valley Facebook and Twitter
sites. The team are looking to raise money throughout the season for our nominated charity, Ty Gobaith (“Hope House”) which is a
children’s hospice in our area. It’s going to be an exciting year, so please keep an eye out for our stories throughout the season”.    

Photos: © MoD/Crown.
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The 3 February this year saw the 75th
anniversary of the first German
aircraft to be shot down and crash

on English soil in the 
Second World War. Members of the RAF
Association, serving RAF personnel and
local community representatives
commemorated this event on 1 February
2015; Chris Goss tells the story of what
happened 75 years ago.

The air war over Great Britain for the first
five months of the war had been sporadic
with occasional attacks by German
bombers generally against shipping off
the east coast.  3 February 1940 would be
no different when Heinkel 111 twin-
engined bombers of Kampfgeschwader
26 (KG 26-Bomber Group 26) listed off in
pairs from the airfield of Schelswig in
northern Germany. One of the Heinkels
was crewed by Feldwebel (Flt Sgt)
Hermann Wilms (pilot), Unteroffizier (Sgt)
Rudolf Leushacke (observer),
Unteroffizier Karl Missy (radio operator)
and Unteroffizier Johann Meyer
(engineer) of 4/KG 26.  This crew had
flown attacks in Poland from 1
September 1939 after which they had
flown a series of uneventful operational
flights against British shipping or Naval
land targets. This flight would be very
different for all four of them.
About two and a half hours after 

take-off, Wilms and his crew were
approaching Whitby on the Yorkshire
coast where they carried out an attack on
a trawler. However, their approach had
been detected by British radar and three
Hawker Hurricanes from Blue Section B
Flight of 43 Sqn based at 
RAF Acklington were scrambled to
intercept. The three RAF pilots were 
Flt Lt Peter Townsend, Fg Off Patrick
Folkes and Sgt Herbert 'Jim' Hallowes and
in poor weather conditions flew towards
where they were told the two enemy
aircraft were.

Five miles south of Whitby, Peter
Townsend spotted a Heinkel 111 flying at
300 feet and at 0940 hrs he and the two
other Hurricanes attacked; his very terse
and to the point combat report reads as
follows:
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The
First of
Many
by Chris Goss

"Speed of enemy aircraft 180 [knots] seen
climbing for clouds flying north-north-
west. Fighters speed of 240 [knots].
Carried out No.1 [attack] attacking five
times. Enemy aircraft lowered
undercarriage after third attack.  Under
and top rear gunner firing from enemy
aircraft. All attacks except the first one 
were with full deflection.  Enemy aircraft
turned east. Enemy aircraft crash-landed,
undercarriage collapsing. Crashed
through hedge and stopped 50 yards
from farmhouse."

In the Heinkel, it was carnage. The
Hurricanes were spotted by Rolf
Leushacke only for him to be killed in the
nose by the first burst of gunfire. A
subsequent attack hit the starboard
engine which started to smoke and then
Johann Meyer, who was manning the

Above, an He 111. Photo: © Author.

Above, the KG 26 badge Photo: © Author.
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the farm, narrowly miss a barn and then flopping onto the
ground, its undercarriage then collapsing.

However, despite having no undercarriage, the Heinkel kept 
on going, slithering towards two cottages, the occupier of 
one looking out of his kitchen window at the bomber headed
towards him. Luckily, a row of trees then slowed its approach and
it eventually came to a halt yards from the cottages.

Police and farm workers now rushed towards the German plane
and Special Constable Arthur Barratt jumped up on the canopy-
looking inside he could see Wilms trying to burn paperwork with
Missy and Meyer to his side in obvious pain. When Wilms had
finished what he was doing, he came out but in the process of
getting out Missy and Meyer, he sneaked off and tried set the
plane on fire which the bystanders successfully managed to
extinguish.  They then removed the body of Leushacke and
waited for the military to arrive. 

All three living Germans were taken to Whitby Hospital. Wilms
had superficial wounds, Missy had a foot amputated but sadly,
Meyer succumbed to his wounds. The following day, Peter
Townsend visited Whitby not only to see the Heinkel but to visit
to surviving crew in hospital, giving Missy a bag of oranges and a
tin of cigarettes.

The bodies of Rudolf Leushacke and Johann Meyer were
removed to RAF Catterick and were buried with full military
honours, later being moved to the German Military Cemetery at
Cannock Chase in Staffordshire. Karl Missy then went to a POW
hospital and Hermann Wilms started six years as a POW

3 February 1940 proved to be a good day for the RAF and a bad
day for KG 26. 43 Sqn claimed another two Heinkels off the 
Farne Islands - one destroyed at 0930 hrs and another damaged

lower gun position, was
mortally wounded in the
stomach. Karl Missy in
the upper gun position
was also wounded in the
legs whilst, amazingly,
Hermann Wilms was
unscathed. He was faced
with one dead and two
wounded crew and a
crippled Heinkel over
two hours away from
German territory. He had
tried to hide in the cloud
but it was pointless.
Flying lower and lower
over Whitby, still being
chased by the three
Hurricane, Wilms tried to
find somewhere to 
crash-land.  

At Bannial Flatt Farm on
the edge of the moors
north of Whitby, the
farmer's wife was
horrified to see the
German bomber take out
the telegraph wires to 
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continued on next page
Above, upper and lower gunner’s position in the He 111. Photo: © Author.

Above, the observer (bomb aimer’s) position in the He 111. Photo: © Author.
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at 0940 hrs as well as another destroyed
off  Tynemouth at 1115 hrs. 152 Sqn
would claim a Heinkel destroyed at
Druridge Bay at 1100 hrs. It would appear
that the Heinkel claimed off Tynemouth
was from 2/KG 26 and flown by
Oberfeldwebel (Warrant Officer) Fritz
Wiemer-he and two crew were picked up
from the North Sea and captured whilst
two more were killed. The Heinkel that
crashed in Druridge Bay was flown by
Unteroffizier Walter Remischke who with
his crew of three were all killed.

POSTSCRIPT

In June 1945, the local council erected a
plaque to commemorate the 
crash-landing at Bannial Flat Farm. 
No commemoration occurred 50 years
after the event but this year sees the 75th

anniversary being remembered. 
John Allison, RAF Association Northern
Area Chairman, said: “This year sees the
commemoration of a number of
significant events from the World War II
including the 75th anniversary of the
Battle of Britain. We wanted to 
recognise this important local and
national incident."

Sadly, those involved are no longer
around to participate. On the RAF side,
Patrick Folkes was killed in an accident on
12 April 1940 and is still missing; his
name is recorded on the Runnymede
Memorial. Peter Townsend and Jim
Hallowes both survived the war - they
had a successful wartime career and
remained in the RAF afterwards.

Peter Townsend became Equerry to 
HM King George VI and was romantically
linked with Princess Margaret. He retired
as a Gp Capt and passed away in France
in June 1995. Jim Hallowes retired as a
Wg Cdr and passed away in October
1987. Hermann Wilms returned to
German after the war and passed away in
1974 whilst Karl Missy was repatriated in
1943 because of his wounds but before
he passed away in 1981, in 1969 he and
Peter Townsend met again, 41 years after
they first met off Whitby

Following this first 75th anniversary 
event, the RAF Association will be
holding a service of commemoration 
for the 75th anniversary of the Battle of
Britain at St Paul’s Cathedral on 
Tuesday 15 September this year.

Further services will be held around the
country in the run-up to this event. See
page 13 for the latest details.

For more information on these visit
www.rafa.org.uk

Above, the He 111 viewed from the rear. Photo: © Author.

Above, the damage to the fuselage of the crashed He 111 is clear in this photograph. Photo: © Author.

Above, a close up view of the crashed He 111 Photo: © Author.
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Many disagree as to the start of the Battle of
Britain.  Officially, 10 July 1940 is said to be the
start whilst some say 19 June 1940 (the date of

the first major bombing attack on British mainland
targets) or 1 July 1940. Andy Saunders in his recent book
‘Convoy Peewit’ offers the notion that the attacks on
Convoy CW9 code named ‘Peewit’ on 8 August 1940 could
be regarded as the start of the Battle as this day saw the
heaviest losses in the war so far.  However, one loss has
largely been forgotten until the recent discovery of
German photographs.

Just after midday on 8 August 1940, a lone Junkers 88 from
the reconnaissance unit 3 Staffel/Auklärungsgruppe 123
(3/123) lifted off from its new base at Lanveoc/Poulmic near
Brest in western France.  Its mission was to reconnoitre the
Channel, probably in advance of Convoy Peewit which had
already been attack by E-boats off Newhaven and then
Junkers 87 Stukas south of the Isle of Wight earlier that
morning and was again in the process of being attacked by
more Stukas as the Junkers 88 headed northwards.

The lone German aircraft was not missed by RAF radar as it
would appear that there was now a break in attacks on
Peetwit and so Spitfires from Red Section of 234 Sqn based at
St Eval in Cornwall were ordered to intercept.  Taking off at
1410 hrs, they headed for Falmouth where, thanks to anti-
aircraft fire, Red 3, Plt Off Edward Mortimer-Rose, spotted the
enemy aircraft. 
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Above: Alan Harker and Edward Mortimer-Rose on the wing of a 234 Sqn
Spitfire; in front of them is Sgt Jozef Szlagowski.

Above, Junkers 88 of 3/123. Photo: © Author.

The first day of the
Battle of Britain
by Chris Goss
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A Dornier 17 of 3/123 showing the unit badge and ground crew loading cameras.

Above: Damage to Theo Bauer’s gondola. Above: Battle damage to the Ju 88.

quarter as both of them popped in and out of cloud.  Soon,
Edward Mortimer-Rose joined the action with Harker attacking
from the port quarter and Mortimer-Rose from astern.
However, the Junkers 88 then disappeared into cloud, Harker
having firing 240 rounds from each of his eight machine guns.
Despite searching for another half an hour, nothing more was
seen and Red Section was ordered to land.  Much to his obvious
annoyance, Alan Harker noted that the combat was inconclusive.

However, some of the Spitfires bullets had hit their mark.  The
German crew reported afterwards that they had been forced to
abort their mission due to heavy Flak and fighter defences but
made no note that the aircraft had been hit and one of their crew
members had been mortally wounded. 20 year-old Unteroffizier
Theo Bauer was the gunner whose normal position was in the
underneath gondola.  One of the attacks had hit his gondola and
by the time the Germans landed back at Lanveoc, the gondola
was awash with Theo’s blood and it is believed that Theo was
already dead. He was buried with full military honours, his body
now lies at the German military cemetery at Ploudaniel-Lesneven
in Brittany.

Red 2, Sgt Alan Harker, then climbed to join up with Red 3 but
Red Leader failed to join them and took no further part in the
combat that followed.  It should be said that there is confusion in
234 Sqn’s combat reports for this interception.  There was
apparently no combat report filed by Mortimer-Rose whilst Plt
Off Richard Hardy, Red Section A Flt, 234 Sqn, filed a report dated
9 Aug 40 for a Dornier 215 in the same location albeit 15 minutes
earlier which doesn’t match any British or German reports.

Nevertheless, the German crew appeared not to have spotted
the approaching RAF fighters which were using the cloud as
cover.  Alan Harker had dived behind the Junkers 88 ending up
800 yds off his port beam and 800 yds behind only to lose his
prey in the cloud.  He climbed up again, then back down,
popping out in a clear patch precisely 400 yds behind the
German with both of them headed the same direction and about
to enter a cloud bank.  Wasting no time, Harker fired a three
second burst and simultaneously, the German gunner fired back.

For the next three minutes, Harker and the Junkers 88 played cat
and mouse with the RAF pilot firing short bursts from the port
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AUSTRALIA

In the last edition of World Military News it
was noted that the Australian
Government intended to buy an
additional two C-17A Globemaster III
transports for the Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF).  It has since emerged 
that they are considering up to four more
aircraft.

BELGIUM

Four NH90 transport helicopters are now
in service at Beauvechain Air Base with
the Belgian Air Component.  They also
have four naval versions on order for
maritime and SAR purposes.

EUROPE

The Netherlands, Norway and Poland are
to negotiate with Airbus on the purchase
of a joint fleet of four A330 tanker/
transport aircraft, similar to the RAF’s
Voyagers. The NATO Support and
Procurement Agency would acquire, own
and maintain the aircraft which could be
based at Eindhoven in the Netherlands.
Other nations could join the programme
in the future if they wished.

FRANCE

The French Air Force is also planning to
purchase A330 tanker/transports to
replace its fleets of C-135 tankers and
some Airbus transport aircraft.  Twelve are
likely to be ordered and deliveries would
start in 2018.

GERMANY

The German Air Force’s first Airbus A400M
Atlas transport was delivered to Wunstorf
AB on 19 Dec 14.  The 40-strong Atlas fleet
will be operated by LTG62 only and
replaces the unit’s C-160 Transalls.  The
German Air Force’s other two Transall
wings at Landsberg and Hohn will disband
in due course.

IRAQ

The first examples of Iraq’s 36 new F-16
fighters have been delivered to the US Air
National Guard facility at Tucson
International Airport, Arizona so that pilot
training can commence.  It had originally
been intended to start this training in Iraq.
However, with the current unrest in the
country, the US Government was unwilling
to take the risk of delivering the aircraft

56

RAF Typhoons, an E-3D AWACS and a
Sentinel surveillance aircraft took part in
the latest Exercise Red Flag at Nellis AFB,
NV during January and February.  The
Typhoons were tanked to Nellis by the
new Voyager aircraft for the first time. This
exercise provided an opportunity to test
out the Typhoon’s newly-acquired swing-
role capability where it can rapidly switch
between air-to-air and air-to-ground roles
in the same sortie.

The first RAF A400M Atlas is now being
used by 206(R) Sqn at Boscombe Down
and C Flt of 24 Sqn at RAF Brize Norton for
testing and training purposes respectively.
In due course, 70 Sqn will reform on the
Atlas followed, possibly, by 30 Sqn. Both
the latter squadrons will be based at RAF
Brize Norton.

An American company, AAR Airlift, has
been awarded a contract by the Ministry
of Defence to provide search & rescue 
and support helicopter services in the
Falkland Islands from Apr 2016. British
International Helicopters (BIH), which
already provides support helicopter
services there, will be sub-contractors.
Agusta Westland AW189 and Sikorsky S-61
helicopters will be used.

there at this point in time. As a stopgap
measure to help with the fight against Isil,
Iraq has acquired some second-hand 
SU-25 ground-attack aircraft via Russia.

PERU

The Peruvian Air Force has ordered two
more C-27J Spartan medium-size
transport aircraft to add to the two due for
delivery shortly.  Additionally, it is planning
to buy three recently-retired AB412 search
and rescue helicopters from the
Netherlands.  The latter country has used
them since 1994.

UNITED KINGDOM

In the last edition it was noted that No II
(AC) Sqn would, unexpectedly, continue as
a Tornado unit for a further year due to
operational requirements in the Middle
East.  However, this created a problem as
that Squadron had been due to reform
imminently as the third Typhoon unit at
RAF Lossiemouth.  The solution that has
now emerged is that No II (AC) Sqn did
indeed reform on Typhoons in January
2015 and the Tornado squadron has been
renumbered as 12 Squadron, which
disbanded last year.

WORLD MILITARY NEWS

UK - An RAF Voyager KC3 pictured at RAF Fairford. Photo: © J M Henderson.

PERU - An example of the Netherlands AB412 which the country plan to purchase.Photo: © J M Henderson.
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UNITED STATES

The first of Boeing’s KC-46 Pegasus aircraft
took to the air for the first time on 28 Dec ,
2014. The KC-46 tanker/transport aircraft
is based on the Boeing 767 airliner and is
intended to replace the Boeing KC-135
Stratotanker which has been in US Air
Force service for well over 50 years. This
first development aircraft does not yet
have any aerial refuelling equipment; the
first fully equipped aircraft should fly by
April this year.  The US Air Force hopes to
receive their initial operational aircraft 
by 2017.

The US Air Force has chosen the latest
version of the Boeing 747 as the basis of
the next US presidential transport. It will
replace the current two VC-25s, based on
an old version of the 747, that have been in
service since the 1990s. These are steadily
becoming more difficult and expensive to
maintain, especially as the US Air Force is one of
the few remaining operators of the variant.  The
new aircraft should enter service in 2022/23.

European Basing Changes

The US Air Force has chosen the base at RAF
Lakenheath as its first base for the F-35A
Lightning II in Europe. Two squadrons will be
located there, with the first aircraft due to 
arrive in 2020.  The two squadrons of F-15E
ground-attack Eagles currently based there will
remain but it is possible that the third 
squadron equipped with the air defence variant,
the F-15C, will have returned home by then. 

Less welcome news is that the US Air Force will
close RAF Mildenhall within seven years with
the aircraft currently based there – KC-135
tankers, RC-135 Rivet Joints and special forces
Hercules and Ospreys - mainly moving to bases
in Germany, starting in about 4 years’ time.  The
intelligence-gathering and support facilities at
RAF Alconbury and RAF Molesworth will also
close in the same time period and their
activities transferred to RAF Croughton.

The closures are the result of a US Defense
Department European infrastructure study of
the sites and facilities being used by US 
forces in Europe. Fifteen US Army facilities in
Germany, the Netherlands, Belgium and Italy 
are also closing.

ZAMBIA

The Zambian Air Force will take delivery of an
undisclosed number of C-27 transports, L-15
fighters, Mi-17 helicopters, additional SF 260
trainers and a new radar system this year as part
of their major re-equipment program.

UK - Airbus A400M pictured at RIAT. Photo: © J M Henderson.

USA - First flying KC46 over Washington State. Photo: © Boeing.

ZAMBIA - An example of the Italian Air Force C27.J Photo: © J M Henderson.
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Mr R W Abbott Harrow District
Mr A K Abel Bexhill-on-Sea & Battle
Mr P E Adams Rhyl & Abergele
Mr F J Adlam Frome
Mr J Akehurst DFM Eastbourne/Seahaven
Mr E W Allen North East Area
Mrs B A Allum Causeway Coast
Mr D G Archer Barry
Flt Lt A N Argent Uxbridge
Mr R F J Arnold Royston
Mrs M Arthur Jersey
Mr M Ashton Erewash
Mr E Ashworth North West Area
Mr G F Aspinwall Kenley & Caterham
Mr C S S Atkins South East Area HQ
Mrs J Bailey Thurrock
Mr M H Bailey Poole
Mrs M Baker Rothbury
Mr T H Baker Letchworth, Hitchin & District
Mr P A Baldwin Germany
Mr A L Barker Trowbridge
Mr D L Barker Eastbourne
Mr W A Barnard North Weald & Ongar
Mr K N Barnes South West Area HQ
Mr E Baron Ile-de-France
Mr L F BarrellWitham & Rivenhall 
Mr B P Bates CHQ
Mr R H Bates South East Area HQ
Mr B F Baxter Leuchars
Mr C E Baxter CHQ
Mr W K Bean Isle of Man
Mrs I G Beaumont Stowmarket
Mr D F R Beckers North Costa Blanca
Mr K A Benfield Ramsgate & Broadstairs
Mr B A Bennett Tunbridge Wells
Mr N C Bennett Sheffield
Mr T J Bennett Republic of Ireland
Mr H C J Bentley DFC Melbourne
Mr C Besant Swindon
Mr H J Best York
Mr D G Bingham Stevenage
Mrs P Black South East Area HQ
Mr J T Blackman South East Area HQ
Mr C D Blakely FRMA Scotlant Area
Mr G V Bloomer Guildford
Mrs D Bloye North Weald & Ongar
Mr A A Blythe Scarborough
Mrs E W Bone Newcastle Under Lyme
Mrs J M Booth Seahaven
Mr D H Bowley Shoreham-by-Sea
Mr L F Bradley Newcastle Under Lyme
Mr E M Brawn Isle of Man
Mr F G Brennan Guernsey
Mr D J Brewer CHQ
Mr N Brierley Exmouth
Mr P Broadley Twickenham
Mr A W C Brock

Letchworth, Hitchin & District
Mr S Brookes Aylesford & Malling
Mr D C E Brooks Nazeing
Mr E B Brown CHQ
Mr R D Bruce Teignmouth
Mr L Buckley Rugby & District
Mr W D Buckley Birmingham Sheldon
Mr H J Budgen North West Area
Mr P Bull Trowbridge
Mr B A Burns Tunbridge Wells
Mr L G Butler Oxford & District
Mr K J Byatt South East Area HQ
Mr C H Cadman Bexleyheath & District
Mr J R Callin Isle of Man
Mrs J Capon South West Area HQ
Mr A C Carter Swindon
Mrs M ChandlerWales Area HQ
Mr A N Chapman Abbots & Kings Langley

Mr P V Charles North Costa Blanca
Mr T Chattington Neath
Mr B Chittenden Taunton
Mr J J Christian North West Area
Mr K G Chuter Shoreham-by-Sea
Mrs C I S Clark South East Area HQ
Mr J Clark Itchen & Hamble
Mr P Cochrane York
Mr J A Colhoun Londonderry
Mr F Collins South West Area HQ
Mr R Collins City of Bristol
Mr E J CoomeWales Area HQ
Mr D J P Corbett Aylesbury & Halton
Mrs E Corcoran Morecambe & District
Mr E C Cox Hythe & Romney Marsh
Mr P Cox Melbourne
Mr W A Cox Burnham (Bucks)
Mrs A B Craig Bognor Regis
Mr C W Creighton Penrith
Mr O Cronshaw DFC Bury
Mr C Crook St Helens
Mr P G Cross South West Area HQ
Mr H Curtis Treorchy
Mr A F Cutt Sale
Mr I Dalgleish Driffield
Mr P Daly Harrow District
Mr H Davenport Midland Area HQ
Mrs E David North West Area HQ
Air Cdre D T Davies South West Area HQ
Mr R DaviesWales Area HQ
Mr R Davies Llanelli
Mr R Davies Coventry 
Mr T I Davies North West Area
Mrs V J Davies North West 
Wg Cdr F W Davison CHQ
Mr D N Dawes CHQ
Mr F G Day Reading
Mr T J Day Horsham & Storrington
Mr F Dell North Cornwall
Mr R E S De Naever South East Area HQ
Mrs E Dimes South East Area HQ
Mr B F Dobson Witham & Rivenhall
Miss M J Duff CHQ
Mr C Dunham South West Area HQ
Mrs S R Durrant Lewes
Mrs F Dury Tunbridge Wells
Mr E J Dyer Enfield
Mr E V Eggington Wolverhampton
Mr D A Eggleton Carterton & Brize Norton
Mr P Elson Rhyl & Abergele
Mr J T Ellis South East Area HQ
Mr H J Elsom Overseas HQ
Mrs M EltonWeymouth & Portland
Mr K Evans Llanidloes
Wg Cdr J W Everitt MBE CHQ
Mr J Ewing South West Area HQ
Sqn Ldr F Fallon North West Area
Mr D J Fann Jersey
Mr B D Fearn Perth
Mr F W Firth Newcastle Under Lyme
Wg Cdr J A Fisher Aylesbury & Halton
Mr R P Fisher Glasgow
Mr A T Fitton South East Area HQ
Mrs E Fixter North East Area
Mr J P Flight Leamington & Warwick
Mr H Flowerday South East Area HQ
Mr R A Ford Ramsgate & Broadstairs
Mr D A Fordham Romford
Mr W Forsyth Lossiemouth
Mr E Foster Tamworth
Mr S C Fountain CHQ
Mr J M FoxWorthing
Mr T A Fox CHQ
Mr D Francis Porthcawl & Kenfig
Mrs N F Franks Melbourne

Mr R N Frost Shoreham-by-Sea
Mr W C FryerWales Area HQ
Mr N Furze Burnham on Sea
Mr D W Galpin Cheltenham
Mrs M Gambell St Albans
Mr S R Gardener Bradford & District
Mr J H German Exmouth
Mr P J Gibson South East Area HQ
Mr J Gilman Tamworth
Mr D T Godbeer East Grinstead
Mr B E Goodfellow Gloucester
Mr B N C Gordon Fareham
Mr E Gordon Fleet
Mr J A Gordon Nairn
Mr P J Gordon-Hall South East Area HQ
Mrs J O Green CHQ
Mr W J Green South West Area HQ
Mr K Gregory CHQ
Mr R H Gregory Fordingbridge & District
Mr D W Griffiths MBE Haverfordwest
Mr E A Griggs Romford
Mr W F Gunn Gloucester
Mrs J M T Hall North West Area
Mr A Hallam CHQ
Mrs L M Hamilton East Fife
Mr R C Handcock South West Area HQ
Mr S Hansford Wolverhampton & District
Mr L R Harborne Chesham & Amersham
Mr J R W HardyWhitby & District
Mr W Hardy Hertford & District
Mrs J Hare Formby
Mr R Harle South West Area HQ
Mr W E Harris Llandaff & Ely
Mrs R M Hart Wokingham & Woodley
Mr D V Harvey Sevenoaks RMG
Mrs J Harvey Horsham & Storrington
Sqn Ldr P J Haward MBE Costa Blanca
Mr W D Hawkeswood Kidderminster
Mr I A Headley Frinton & Walton
Mr W J T Henderson South East Area HQ
Mr A R Henry Bexhill-on-Sea & Battle
Mr L C Henwood South East Area HQ
Mr W G Higgins South East Area HQ
Mr F A Hillard Barry
Mr D J Hillyard Gloucester
Mr W V Hines Burtonwood & Warrington
Mr H L Hing Littlehampton
Mr P M F Holder Dursley & S Gloucs
Miss J K Holdgate CHQ
Mr P Holdway Cwmbran
Mr F J Hole South West Area HQ
Mr W Holliday North West Area HQ
Mrs W Holmes Penzance
Miss E S L Hooper Brighton & Hove
Mrs H J Hooper CHQ
Mr W E Horne Erewash
Mr A J Hough Biggin Hill 
Mr M F Hudson City of Bristol
Mr B A Hughes South East Area HQ
Mr F T Hughes Sheffield
Mr L C Hulme Isle of Man
Mr R A Humphries South West Area HQ
Mr L O Hurd South East Area HQ
Air Cdre A C Impey FCIPS 

Harrogate & District
Dr C Jaeger Ile-de-France
Mr C G P James South West Area HQ
Mr J Jankowski Pontardawe
Mr L A Jeffery South East Area HQ
Mr D E Jenkins

Letchworth, Hitchin & District
Mr D A Jenner Southgate & Wood Green
Mrs W J Jessey North Costa Blanca
Mr L C B Johnson North West Area
Mrs M L Johnson Maidstone
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Mr N JohnsonMorpeth
Mr W G Jones Costa Blanca
Mr W M JonesWales Area HQ
Mr A Joyce Whitby & District
Mr D J Joyce High Wycombe
Mrs M Kaleta East Belfast
Mr G Keeble Solihull
Mr J Kelly Leigh
Mr H J Kemp North West
Mr K A Kent Eastbourne
Mr W A Kerry Frinton & Walton
Mr R R KirbyWoking
Mr R Kirkman Harare
Mr A Kitchen Sale
Mr D J Kitching Hertford & District
Mr J M Knight Formby
Mr K A Knowles Exmouth
Mr J H Th Kok Amsterdam
Mrs E Lacey Wales Area HQ
Mr N Last Hayling Island
Mr C V Lawton Stafford
Mrs I Lawton  CHQ
Mr E D Leach Neath
Mr C G Leete Bexhill-on-Sea & Battle
Miss R Lesley New Milton & District
Mr W F Letton Brecon
Mr P J Levison Angelsey
Mr F H Lewis Birmingham Moseley
Mr R Linforth Huyton with Roby
Mrs P M Lock Swindon
Mrs M Long Romford
Mr R Long Stornoway
Mr S Macdonald Perth
Mrs S MacLaren South East Area HQ
Mrs M F MacLean Hythe & Romney Marsh
Mr D Macleod Darlington
Mr D J Maddison Horsham & Storrington
Mr M F A Malton Dursley & S Gloucs
Mr D J Maple Harrow District
Mrs M Marjoram Uxbridge
Mr J Marlow Preston
Mr J H Marsh CHQ
Mr P C Marshall Aylesford & Malling
Mr H A Marten CHQ
Mr R Martin City & Central London
Mr T R Marwood Swindon
Mr A W Mason Herne Bay
Mr J Mattock Melksham
Mr N J Mattocks Bromsgrove & Redditch
Mr L R Maynard Poole
Mr I McColl Aylesbury & Halton
Mr W McCracken Leigh
Mrs M P McCreedy Amsterdam
Mr P McDonaldMelksham
Mr M C Mcleod Weymouth & Portland
Mr A J R McMillan Penarth
Mr J E Medley CHQ
Mrs K Michell Leigh
Mr F J Miller Horsham & Storrington
Mr R Mitchell Bracknell
Mr A G MitchelmoreWimborne
Mr D F Moffatt CHQ
Mr F J Monk Ramsgate & Broadstairs
Mr C G Morris Gosport
Mr D R Morris Midland Area HQ
Mr R W Morris CHQ
Mr W B Morris Scotland Area
Mr G G Moyne Streatham & Norbury
Mr G Mycock Cannock Chase
Mr R W Nevis Hull
Mr D A Newman South East Area HQ
Mr T O Newman Yeovil & District
Mr H C Noble High Wycombe
Mr J North North West Area
Mr D S Nunn Uxbridge
Mr E M E O’Donovan Bexhill-on-Sea & Battle

Mr R J Oliver Llanelli
Mr W R Owen Anglesey
Mr B J PalmerWitham & Rivenhall
Mrs M Parrish CHQ
Mr G H Parsell Plymouth
Mr P Parvin Headcorn
Mrs J Patchitt South West Area HQ
Mrs I Patton Brighton & Hove
Mr F J Peckett Hull
Mr J A Pegg Redcar & District
Mr F J Penney Ramsgate & Broadstairs
Mr W E Phimister Ayr& Prestwick
Mr P E Pickstock Cheltenham
Mr J Pilbeam CHQ
Mr D J Plumridge Twickenham
Mr J P Pollock Weymouth & Portland
Mr G Porter-Gough Belgian
Mr P A Powell Poole
Mr W Pratt Sturminster Newton & Gillingham
Mr F Raeymaekers Belgian
Mr W T Ramage Stanley
Mr M E Ranson Chingford
Mr C H Rayment Yeovil & District
Mr D H Rayner Stevenage
Mr C Regan Swindon
Mrs P Reid Leigh
Mrs E A Relf Penzance
Mr D Richards MBE

Newbury & District RMG
Mr M A Richards CHQ
Mrs S A Richards Exmouth
Mr P Robbrechts South East Area HQ
Mr A J Roberts DFC CHQ
Mr E P A I Roberts Uxbridge
Mr I Robertson Taunton
Mr A J Robinson Tamworth
Mr D B Robinson Leyland
Mr A J R Robson Gloucester
Mr J E RobsonMedway Towns
Mr F B RoeWeston Super Mare
ACM Sir John Rogers MBE DFC

Brighton & Hove
Mr J B Rogers South East Area HQ
Mrs W I Rogerson Steyning & Adur Valley
Mr V L Romani City Of Bristol
Mr F Rosindell Tamworth
Mrs C Ross South East Area HQ
Sqn Ldr J H Ross Andover
Mr L Rostron Poole
Mr A V RouseWeymouth
Mrs J E RuleMidland Area HQ
Mrs P Ruscoe Orkney
Mr A W Salisbury BEMWitham & Rivenhall
Mr J D Sampson Wrekin & Wellington
Mr R Sandercock North Cornwall
Mr G W Sanderson Brighton & Hove
Mr A T C Sawyer Torquay
Mr N W Schofield Eastbourne
Mr J C Scott Stafford
Mr B P ScourfieldWales Area HQ
Mr A W Segger Bracknell
Mr V SerpinaMalta GC
Mr H G Sharkey Carrickfergus
Mr P Sharp North Costa Blanca
Mr K W Shepherd Leek
Mr J Sheppard Ramsgate & Broadstairs
Mr R H Shillitto Uxbridge
Mr R Siggs Seahaven
Mr A J C Simm Trowbridge
Mr C B Sims Hayling Island
Mr C W Skelly South West Area HQ
Mr J W Slaughter Eastbourne
Mr A J Smith High Wycombe
Mr D Smith Stourbridge
Mr G E Smith York
Mr J SmithMidland Area HQ

Mr M D Smith Eastbourne
Mr M M Smith Dumfries
Mr R R Smith Northallerton
Mr R W Smith South East Area HQ
Flt Lt W W W Smith CHQ
Mr J D Southgate South West Area HQ
Mr H R Spinks South East Area HQ
Mr R S Stammers Biggin Hill
Mr J P Steele Burtonwood & Warrington
Mr E T Stephens CHQ
Mr J W Sterry Dartford
Mr H L Stevenson North East
Mr R E Stilwell Bexleyheath & District
Mr G J Stocker South East Area HQ
Mr W R Stokes Birmingham Sheldon
Mrs P StoneWrekin & Wellington
Mr N T L Storey Eastbourne
Mr W Sudders Falmouth
Mr G H G Sutton South East Area HQ
Mr G K Sutton Brighton & Hove
Mr B A Tabberer Tamworth
Mr D B Taylor CHQ
Mr E H Taylor Coventry
Mr J W K Taylor East Belfast
Mr W A Taylor Bognor Regis
Mr T M Telford South West Area HQ
Mr G Telfer Preston
Mr A E Thomas Christchurch
Sqn Ldr A H W Thrasher South East Area HQ
Mr J Towell Republic of Ireland
Mrs E J Troughton South East Area HQ
Mr G Trueman CHQ
Mr C J Turner Nazeing
Mrs L S Turney South East Area HQ
Mr J Tysall Rugby & District
Mr H Vasey RAF St Mawgan
Miss F E Vaughan South East Area HQ
Mr D S Veale City of Bristol
Mr J R Verrier South West Area HQ
Mrs C T Walton Midland Area HQ
Mrs J G Ward Newbury & District RMG
Mr R Warren Basildon
Mr P H Watkin Taunton
Miss J H Watkins Littlehampton
Mr J Watkiss Leighton Buzzard
Mrs W Watts Burnham on Sea
Mr T Webb Neath
Mr S H Webster 1st Natal
Mr R G Welford South East Area HQ
Mr D J WellingsWrekin & Wellington
Mr B C Westbrook CHQ
Mrs D E Weston East Grinstead
Mr G G Wheeler Twickenham
Mr D W C WhiteWales Area HQ
Mrs M B WhiteMidland Area HQ
Lady Patricia WhiteMelbourne
Mr T H White Malta GC
Mr L K Whiteside Scotland Area
Mr E H Whittles Leek
Mr M Wieland Bognor Regis
Mr E J Wihl Penzance
Mr J T Wilcox CHQ
Mr W J Wilkins South East Area HQ
Mr W Williams Ammanford
Mr P WilsonWorthing
Mr R Wilson Thurrock
Mr G T Wiltshire CHQ
Mr K J Womble South West Area HQ
Mrs J Woodhouse Hull
Mrs M M Woodruff Preston
Flt Lt J S Woods RAFVR (T) Southend-on-Sea
Mr J C Woodward Chingford
Mr D Workman Gloucester
Mrs M M Worte Bognor Regis
Mr T Wright Aberdeen
Mrs J E J Yates Brighton & Hove

Please note:  Air Mail cannot accept obituary notifications,
they must be notified to Branch and Area Offices 
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Air dropped propaganda/surrender leaflets, news, sheets,
blood chits in all languages required by researcher. Info,
squadron, dates, aircraft. Contact S E Baggett, 14 West Hill
Avenue, Epsom, Surrey KT19 8JU. Tel 01372 728404

Am I the “Last Man Standing”, or is there somebody still out
there? RAF No.1 Movement Unit (Embarkation), familiarly
known as “RAF No. 1 MU (E)”, based at Glengall Grove, London
E14 on the Isle of Dogs (Operational at Millwall Docks & with a
Detachment at Tilbury Docks) during years 1951-1954. I would
be delighted to hear from anyone who served with me there
during those wonderfully memorable years. Ex RAf retd
2527638 LAC Sydney Glass. Contact me by email on shg@indigo.ie
or by phone (or by text) to 00353 87 2532 666 (24/7). I will
respond to all messages left for me. Hopefully I will NOT turn
out to be the “Last Man Standing” and do hope that some of my
Old Colleagues may still be around! Thank you from Sydney
Glass in Dublin (Ireland) for taking the time to read this.

Seeking anyone who was stationed at RAF Shepherds Grove,
Suffolk during 1946-1949. Hopefully there may be some of 
my old colleagues still around. Contact Peter Tennant on 
01493 730601.

Seeking information on author Paul C.J. Brickhillwho penned
the 1950s classics ‘The Great Escape’, ‘The Dam Busters’ and
‘Reach for the Sky’. Brickhill was a WWII fighter pilot and POW in
Stalag Luft III (North Compound). I am an biographical
researcher and writer, presently working on a biography of the
late Australian and I seek the assistance of any members who
may have known Brickhill, or who may be aware of the
existence of writings, photographs or other material relating to
him. Any piece of information no matter how small is of value to 
the project.

Please contact me at goodone8@bigpond.net.au or via post to:
Robert P.J. Good. 16 Timperley Drive, Highfields. Queensland.
AUSTRALIA  4352

Old Colleagues

Help

RAF Butterworth & Penang Association inc RAF Glugor,
Western Hill and 114MCRU. Active Association with newsletters
and annual reunion Stratford upon Avon. Contact Secretary on
01636 650281 (answerphone), e-mail secretary.rafbpa@gmail.com or
website www.raf-butterworth-penang-association.co.uk

Welcome to any personnel who served at RAF Changi, incl HQ
FEAF 1946/71. Reunions, newsletters, contact and meets.
Call M Flack 01494 728562 or www.Rafchangi.com

The RAF Locking Apprentices Associationwelcomes contact
from former apprentices who trained at RAF Locking or RAF
Cranwell who wish to renew comradeship. Tel 01933 317357 or
www.raflaa.org.uk

Would like to hear from anyone billeted at RAF Ruislip, duty at
Air Ministry Buildings Information IB, Stanmore during 1953-
60. Can remember Les, John, Spike and Mr Kirby but have
forgotten surnames. Contact Ken Harvey on 01929 427419 or
scoobyblue66@btinternet.com

Reunions

RAF Seletar Association inc RAF Tengah. Annual Reunion 
9 - 11 October 2015 at the Sketchley Grange Hotel, near
Hinckley, Leicestershire. Local reunions also held. Contact
Membership Secretary David Taylor on 01904 593259, email
dt@deltatango.net or websitewww.rafseletar.org

103rd Entry RAF Halton Apprentices Reunion.
13 -14 June 2015 in Wolverhampton & Cosford. Contact Barry
Neal on01805 601715, e-mail tupnce@aol.com or through
www.103rd-entry.org.uk

17 (F) Squadron Centenary Reunion RAF Club 30 May 2015.
Contact Geoff: black.swan@virgin.net

XV Squadron Association Centenary Reunion Dinner at 
RAF Wittering on 29 May 2015. Further details from
secretary@xvsqnassociation.co.uk and website www.xvsqnassociation.co.uk

51st Entry Clerk Secretarial D&J Flights Hereford 1964-65.
Reunion to celebrate 50 years since passing out. Three Counties
Hotel, Hereford 22 and 23 July 2015. Phil Curtis 01487 840388 or
e-mail curtis@btinternet.com

36 Squadron AssociationReunion 2015 at The Wroxton House
Hotel, near Banbury OX15 6QB on Thursday 7th and Friday 
8th May 2015. Tel 01295 730777. For details contact 
Martyn Webster 01274 258711

RAF Hereford 49th Entry 2 Sqn (Clerks). 7th Reunion at Hilton
by Hampton Hotel, Broad Street, Birmingham 
15 - 17 May 2015. Contact Dave Beaumont on 07938 651712 or
e-mail beaumont.d@sky.com

72nd Entry Halton Apprentices 60th anniversary of passout
Reunion. To be held at Holiday Inn, Bedford Road,
Northampton 11-13 Sept 2015. Please book direct using code
AFG. Queries to David Gray 01522 720134 or
davidgray72@talktalk.net

Far East Helicopter Association: 66, 103, 110, 155 & 194
Squadrons. To register contact Dave Taylor, 7 Deerstone Way,
Dunnington YO19 5RB; 01904 593259 or dt@deltatango.net. 
No subs, free newsletter

All personnel, serving ex-service or civilian, who have served at
eitherRAF Masirah or RAF Salalahare invited to join the
Masirah/Salalah Association for contacts, comradeship and
future reunions. Contact membership secretary Colin Blakelock:
cblakelock@rogers.com. All will be made welcome.

RAF Borgentreich Block 22 1957-1959. 210 Signals Unit.
Anybody out there? Contact Charles Steward 07846211766 or
e-mail charlessteward46@yahoo.co.uk

102 Sqn Association Remembrance Day Service Sunday 
8th Sept 2015. All Welcome. Meeting at St Catherine's Church
Barmby Moor at 10.00 am for 10.15 am for service and wreath
laying followed by service at Pocklington Airfield Memorial for
further service and wreath laying. Contact Hon Sec, email
skularatne@aol.com or call 01253-885253.

Old Colleagues continued
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NOTICES
To place a notice call 01892 600191 to pay by credit/debit card
or  write to Rafatrad Ltd enclosing a cheque for the appropriate   
amount. For the postal address see page 1. 

HELP and OLD COLLEAGUES
Members:Maximum of 30 words £3.50,
Non-Members:Maximum of 30 words £20.00,
Extra words: 80p each word

REUNION
Maximum of 30 words £10.00.
Extra words 80peach word

NOTICES and FUN CROSSWORD

Easter 2015 FUN CROSSWORD
by Enigma

Solution to this crossword
can be found on page 63

Notes

11                                               12     12

Across

1 ?, Midland and SW Area of RAFA (5)
4 & 23 Ignite it to start firework (4-5,5)
9 Spent extravagantly (6,3)
10 ‘City’ near RAF Lossiemouth (5)
11 & 6 Before Ash Wednesday (6,7)
12 Busy Dr A Green might look after the lawn (8)
14 Mammal with bony plates (9)
16 Concede (5)
17 Surpass (5)
19 Sporting contest of 3 events (9)
21 Somewhere for children to be active! (8)
22 At first select large enough specimen (6)
25 Eaglewood comprising silver, iodine and lanthanum (5)
26 Activity tune. Ping! Grand piano, maybe (6,3)
27 Occurs on 5 April 2015 (6,3)
28 Greet squabbling bird (5)

13

25                                               26

14             15                       16 

27                                                                                 28

Down

1                  The Bard (4,11)
2                  Plant juice or concentrated light (5)
3                  Put aside - hush and delve perhaps (7)
4                  Speed of sound causes this sonic .... (4)
5                  Type of waves too rapid to be audible (10)
6                  See 11 across 
7                  A French man, Lee, strangely not graceful (9)
8                  C + VIII (7,3,5)
13                Ponderous, unimaginative (4-6)
15                Non-technician aircraft workers (9)
18                Masked a portion of regular VAT excise (7)
20                Cadet (7)
23                See 4 across
24                Merely (4)

1               2              3               4               5               6               7               8

9                                                                                  10

24

17                              18 19                              20                        

21                                                                         22                     23

Mildenhall Register 2015 Reunion at RAF Mildenhall 15-17
May. All who served at Mildenhall and its satellite bases plus
family and friends very welcome. Contact Geoff Reynolds 01775
841585 or e-mail mrsecretary@hotmail.co.uk. Check website
mildenhallregister.stirlingpilot.org.uk

RAF ColerneA.E.S. Blue, Red, Green, White,Brown teams and
Rectifications. Proposed reunion. Interested? Contact
jd.sawyer@zen.co.uk or 01544 260076

102 Sqn Association Reunion Sat 9th - Sun 10th May 2015.
All Welcome. Day 1 afternoon meeting in Pocklington followed
by evening meal. Day 2 Church Service at 
St Catherine's Church Barmby Moor at 10 am for 10.15 am
service followed by Service at Pocklington Airfield Memorial for
further service. Contact Hon Sec, email skularatne@aol.com or call
01253-885253.

Reunions continued
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ACCOMMODATION
including Self-Catering

CYPRUS, Pissouri (near Episkopi)
Two bedrooms, garden, shared pool,
peaceful location overlooking beautiful
bay. Five minutes to beach, tavernas and
water sports close to charming mountain
village, good restuarants and golf course. 
Telephone 01243 780381
or e-mail: sue@1aacclaim.co.uk

CYPRUS, Kyrenia
Super individual villa; beautiful garden;
large private pool. Sleeps 6 in 3 bedrooms,
all en-suite, with private balconies and air
con. Local shops and tavernas nearby. Sea
and mountain views. Airport transfers, car
hire etc. www.villanorthcyprusuk.com
or 01438 813783

Would you like to
advertise your Branch on

this page?

Our prices start from £22 for a
lineage advertisement or £43
for a boxed advertisement.

Why not contact us on 
01892 600192 to discuss 

your requirements?

Exmouth
RAF Association Branch and Club

open every day
Lunchtime & Evening

Branch Meeting 1stTuesday

Also home to the RBL, &
East Devon Branch Aircrew Association 

close to Seafront & Shops 
Coach parties by arrangement

33 Imperial Road (opposite large car park)

01395 266685

CHELTENHAMCHELTENHAM
RAFA HQ & CLUBRAFA HQ & CLUB

WELCOMES VISITING MEMBERS
Thursday-Sunday Lunchtimes
Thursday and Saturday Evenings

(Wings Coffee Bar Thurs/Fri 10am-12noon)

1 ROYAL CRESCENT,
CHELTENHAM

(Off Promenade to rear of Coach Station)
Branch Admin: Mrs Adlam 01242 516285
Branch Treasurer: Mrs Blake 01242 233225

RAF ASSOCIATION
CLUBS

CLUB & BAR OPEN DAILY
except Christmas Day

BOWLS SECTION - SNOOKER ROOM
Entertainment every Saturday

Quiz Nights, Line Dancing etc on Weekdays

Restaurant Open for Lunches/Snacks
Telephone Club for Opening Times

New Members and Visitors Welcome

Waterloo Square, Bognor Regis PO21 1TE 
Tel 01243 865615 

website: www.rafa381.co.uk

BOGNOR REGIS RAFA

CORNWALL
The Gremlin Club

Chapel Street, PENZANCE
Cornwall’s only RAF Association Club

Open every day
Telephone Number: (01736) 363720

RAFA
Visiting Weymouth

Call at the WINGS CLUB
MAIDEN STREET (Near Old Harbour)
Open daily - MORNING and EVENING
LUNCH AVAILABLE (Monday to Friday)

Chairlift available

Telephone: 01305 785581

When in TORBAY or
SOUTH DEVON

visit the

RAF ASSOCIATION CLUB
7 Scarborough Road

TORQUAY
LUNCHTIME FROM 12 Noon

Evenings 5pm - 11 pm

The Teignmouth Branch
& Roundel Club
Teignmouth, Devon

B&B, Lunches
Enquiries Tel: 01626 774375

e-mail rafateignmouth@btconnect .com
Regimental Blazer Badges and Ties, Cuff Links,

Hand Painted Heraldic Shields/Car Badges, Medal Mounting Service
also Miniatures. Specialist Manufacturing Service Available.

Send SAE for enquiries
.

RADNOR REGIMENTAL (Est. 1919)

Chandos House, 14 Vale Square,
Ramsgate, Kent CT11 9DF
Tel/Fax: (01843) 580389

email: wheatleyward@btinternet.com

BADGES and MEDALS

BOOK PUBLISHING
Authors invited to submit manuscripts,

all categories including Poetry
New Authors welcome
A.H. STOCKWELL LTD,

Dept. 827 Ilfracombe, Devon, EX34 8BA.
Tel 01271 862557

www.ahstockwell.co.uk
Publishers For 100 Years

Weston-super-Mare
RAF Association Branch Club

Open Wed to Sat
Lunch & Evenings

Except Thursday lunch
Coffee Mornings on

Wednesdays at 1100hrs
Branch meetings 2nd  Wed of Month

• Open for Parties, Meetings.

• Hot Food available – pre book

• Visit during Day trips to

Weston and Flowerdown

• Will open for Coach trips

• Close to beach and Shops

21-22 Alexandra Parade  (Opposite Odeon)

Telephone: 01934 644024
or 01934 515883

EASTBOURNE BRANCH CLUB
Open  Tuesday - Sunday

Telephone 01323 723551
Opening hours 11.00am - 3.00pm

and 7.00pm - 11.00pm
E-mail dave@condor1.co.uk

BOOKFINDING SERVICE
All subjects. Also CDs and DVDs.

Books mailed abroad. Visa/MC welcome.
BARLOW MOOR BOOKS
29 Churchwood Road,

Didsbury, Manchester, M20 6TZ
Telephone: 0161 434 5073

e-mail: books@barlowmoorbooks.co.uk

BOOKS and SERVICES
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Easter Crossword Solution

FOR SALE

Societies etc

The Blenheim Society
HELP US TO KEEP HER FLYING

Do you want to preserve living history? Do you want
to help raise money to keep the only airworthy

Bristol Blenheim in the world which has now been
repaired and is flying again, as a fitting memorial to
all the ground crews and those that flew and fought
in Blenheims during World War Two, but especially
the many that lost their lives doing so? Then why not

join THE BLENHEIM SOCIETY, her support
organisation, for a mere £15 annual subscription 
(£7 for juniors)? Members receive three journals a
year and there are several activities organised

throughout the year to enjoy as well.

For more information, please contact:
The Hon. Treasurer, 25 Herongate Road,

Cheshunt, Herts EN8 0TU
Tel: 01992 442608

www.blenheimsociety.org.uk
E-mail: r.j.scott@ntlworld.com

CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Boxed

Size per issue

8cms £113
7 cms £98.99
6cms £84.75
5cm £70.62
4cms £56.50
3cms £42.38

Lineage

Private (Max 25 words) £21.95
Extra Words (each) £0.86

Trade (Max 25 words) £25.82
Extra words (each) £1.03

Classified prices shown include VAT

Call us on 01892 600192 to
discuss your requirements

FLYING CLOTHING and LOG BOOKS
WANTED: Helmets, goggles, masks,
boots, gloves, parachutes, lifejackets,
rations, escape kits etc. Anything
considered. Unbeatable prices! 
Contact: D Farnsworth, 192 Broadway,
Derby. DE22 1BP  Tel/Fax: 01332 345729

AIRFIX and all other unmade model kits
wanted. All subjects. Aviation and military
books also sought by serving collector.
Contact Richard with details
on 07801 257323

WANTED

AVIATION ANTIQUES All plastic kits and
Die cast aircraft models wanted. Also
aviation/military books, uniforms, curio’s.
Collections purchased. Contact 27A, The
Grove Biggin Hill Kent TN16 3TA or 
mobile 07973885754

AVIATION PAINTINGS
Original Paintings for your Home or Office.

Limited Edition Prints now Available
For free colour brochure write to:

NIGEL W. MORRIS
Associate of the Guild of Aviation Artists.

1 Headington Road,
Saughall Massie,

Wirral.
CH49 4GG.

Telephone 0151 678 0834

Across: 1 Wales; 4 Blue-touch; 
9 Lashed out; 10 Elgin; 11 Shrove; 1
2 Gardener; 14 Armadillo; 16 Yield; 
17 Excel; 19 Triathlon;21 Playroom; 
22 Sample; 25 Agila; 26 Tuning peg;
27 Easter Day; 28 Egret

Down: 1 Will Shakespeare; 2 Laser; 3
Shelved; 4 Boom; 5 Ultrasonic; 6
Tuesday; 7 Ungenteel; 8 Hundred
and eight; 13 Flat footed; 15
Mechanics; 18 Larvate; 
20 Trainee; 23 Paper; 28 Only

SHELTERED HOUSING

ROYAL AIR FORCES ASSOCIATION
HOUSING LTD

The Sheltered Housing Scheme, situated
in Storrington, West Sussex, provides
accommodation for all ex-RAF retired

personnel, their dependants and
widows/widowers. The scheme consists of

32 self-contained flats, each suitable for
occupation by up to two people.

There is a communal lounge, laundry
facilities, guest suite, care call system and
resident Manager. The location is near the
village and amenities with excellent bus

and community services.

Please contact, the Scheme Manager, on
01903 744701 for further information.

EX-RAF AIRCREW SURVIVAL INSTRUCTOR
seeks WW2 hidden escape and evasion
aids, buttons compasses, silk maps. WHY.
Articles are for my own personal collection
- not commercial gain.
Contact 01760 723460.You could advertise 

your company or service in
this space for as little 

as £22 per issue.

Why not contact us on 
01892 600192 to discuss 
your requirements?

Air Ministry
Fire Bell  Wanted

Bell like this sought.
Collector prepared to 
pay good money. 
Alexander (Bath)

01225 465532
E-mail:

vontutschek@btinternet.com

WRITE YOUR LIFE STORY
Whether you are starting from scratch,
or have already written something,
Bound Biographies can work with you
to produce a handsomely bound book
for your family. Call Wendy on 01428
643591 or e-mail
WendyBB@compuserve.com

BOOKS and SERVICES continued

RAFATRAD Ltd
For all your membership and 

RAF memorabilia items

See our website

www.rafashop.com

RAFATRAD Ltd
Unit 3, 5 Sybron Way,
Millbrook Ind Estate
CROWBOROUGH

TN6 3DZ

Why not call our order line on
01892 600191
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RAF ASSOCIATION

Blazer Badges and Buttons
Blazer badge Full Associate gold wired B18A 14.99
Blazer badge Ord Member Cut Out gold wired B17M 13.99
Blazer badge Ord Member Cut Out cloth B17MCL 10.49
Blazer badge Ord Member Full gold wired B17F 14.99
Blazer badge Ord Member Full Badge cloth B17FCL 10.49
Blazer badge WRAF Branch gold wired B29 14.99
Button Large Chrome 20 mm B20L 5.49
Button Small Chrome 17 mm B20S 5.49

Clothing

Baseball cap - Sky blue RBC 11.99
Bow Tie Ordinary Member Striped ready made T10B 12.49
Cravat Ordinary Member Striped Polyester T10CR 15.49
Forage Cap inc RAFA buttons & badge state size S13 73.49
Std Bearer cqap inc buttons & badge state size S10 75.49
Scarf with crests - Ladies Long Dark Blue Poly S20 28.49
Tie Full Associate Polyester T15 12.49
Tie Ordinary Member Silk RAF with RAFA Crests MR29 23.99
Tie Ordinary Member Silk Striped MR10 20.49
Tie Ordinary Member Silk Striped Crest MR9 23.99
Tie Ordinary Member Striped/Crested Poly T9m 12.49
Tie Ordinary Member Striped/Crest Clip-on Poly T9CM 12.49
Tie Ordinary Member Striped Polyester T10m 12.49
Tie Ordinary Member Striped Clip-on Polyester T10CM 12.49
Tie Ordinary Member 25 Year Member Poly   TY25m 15.49
Tie Ordinary Member 50 Year Member Poly       TY50m 15.49
Tie Ordinary Member 60 Year Member Poly   TY60m 15.49
Tie RAFALO serving RAF Liasion Officer Poly T21 12.49

Gifts
Car badge with bar fitting B22 16.49
Coin holder £1.00 (holds £5.00) C5 3.49
Credit card case Leather LR4 19.99
Corkscrew Silver Plated boxed C8 17.99
Cufflinks and tie slide Crest boxed CTS4 28.99
Fridge magnet Oblong (crest or logo) F2 3.49
House flag 6’ x 3’ H5 61.49
Keyfob Leather -  Association Crest K3 7.49
Letter opener Plastic (crest or logo) L1 4.49
Letter opener Nickel boxed L4A 18.49
Mug - Brew for the Few B4F 5.99
Pennant - Full Wording gold wired P2 38.99
Ruler 6”  (dedication/motto) R5 3.49
Table flag with pin (6” x 3”)Assoc crest M3 7.99
Tankard 1 Pint Pewter boxed T3RAFA 42.99
USB Memory Stick (2GB - twister style) USB 12.99
Wallet Leatherwith ID window boxed LR6 25.49
Wall shield - boxed S4m 48.49

Lapel and Stud Badges
Branch Associate lapel badge B14 4.49
Full Associate lapel badge B13 4.49
Ordinary Member stick pin 50mm long B9 3.99
Ordinary Member mini stick pin 40 mm long B10 3.99
Ordinary Member lapel badge B11 3.99
Ordinary Member stud badge B12 3.99
Ordinary Member 25 Year badge B25m 4.49
Ordinary Member 50 Year badge B50m 4.49
Ordinary Member 60 Year badge B60m 4.49
Silver/Marcasite Crest Brooch boxed B16 63.99
Std Bearer Cap badge B24 14.49
Wings Appeal - Chinook stud badge LB25 4.99
Wings Appeal - Harrier stud badge LB26 4.99
Wings Appeal - Hercules stud badge LB27 4.99
Wings Appeal - Hurricane stud badge LB21 4.99
Wings Appeal - Lancaster stud badge LB20 4.99
Wings Appeal - Lightning stud badge LB32 4.99
Wings Appeal - Mosquito stud badge LB23 4.99
Wings Appeal - Red Arrow stud badge LB28 4.99
Wings Appeal - Sea King stud badge LB29 4.99

Wings Appeal - Sentry E3D stud badge    LB33 4.99
Wings Appeal - Spitfire stud badge LB22 4.99
Wings Appeal - Tornado stud badge LB30 4.99
Wings Appeal - Typhoon stud badge LB31 4.99
Wings Appeal - Vulcan stud badge LB24 4.99
Wings Appeal - Wings stud badge LB70 4.99

ROYAL AIR FORCE

Blazer Badges and Buttons
Bomber Command badge gold wired B25 17.99
Cap badge (staybrite) Queens crown S14 10.49
Coastal Command badge gold wired B26 17.99
Fighter Command badge gold wired B27 17.99
RAF badge Kings Crown gold wired B19A 14.99
RAF badge Queens Crown gold wired B19 14.99
RAF badge Queens Crown cloth B19CL 10.49
RAF Regiment badge gold wired B40 16.49
Squadron/Station wired badge (order - 6/8 wks) B99 16.49
Button Large Chrome 23 mm B21L 5.49
Button Small Chrome 16 mm B21S 5.49
Button Gilt Domed Cap14 mm B21CS 4.99
Button Gilt Domed Large 24 mm B21DL 4.99
Button Gilt Domed Small 18 mm B21DM 4.99

Clothing
Baseball cap Black with embroidered crest B98 19.49
Bow tie (ready made) Polyester T13 12.49
Bow tie & cummerbund Set T12 26.99
Bow tie RAF Tartan ready made T27 26.99
Bow tie and cummerb’d RAF Tartan M/L/XL T29 50.99
Children’s flying suit RAF Olive state size FS 28.99
Children’s flying suit Red Arrows state size RA 28.99
Cravat Polyester T30 15.49
Cummerbund T11 16.99
Forage Cap inc RAF buttons & badge state size S13RAF 73.49
Handkerchief Polyester 12” square T4L 5.99
Handkerchief Silk 7.5”x 6.25”  T4 10.99
Scarf Wool (college type - felt backed) S5 36.49
Scarf Tartan Ladies (long) S6 24.49
Stable belt RAF M/L/XL (new style buckle)  S16 38.99
Sweater V Neck - RAF Chunky Acrylic 36/38-40  RVSH 49.99
Tie Bomber Command Polyester T17 15.49
Tie Clip-On Polyester T20CM 12.49
Tie Coastal Command Polyester T18 15.49
Tie Fighter Command Polyester T19 15.49
Tie National Service TYNS 12.49
Tie Polyester T20 12.49
Tie RAF Regiment Polyester T40 14.99
Tie RAF Tartan T26 23.49
Tie RAFVR Polyester T14 15.49
Tie Silk MR6 20.49
Tie Warrant Officer TYWO 12.49
Trouser belt - 1” webbing  34 - 44 T2 17.99
Trouser belt keyring with clip K4 7.99

Gifts
1:72 Die Cast Spitfire MkI model boxed AC001 18.49
1:72 Die Cast Hurricane MkI model boxed AC003 18.49
1:72 Die Cast Typhoon MkIb model boxed AC013 18.49
1.76 Die Cast David Brown Tractor (Olive) boxed   DBT001 8.49
1:76 Die Cast David Brown Tractor (Sand) boxed    DBT005 8.49
1:76 Die Cast RAF Scammell Pioneer boxed SP005 17.49
1:76 Die Cast Tilly, Tractor, Land Rover (sand) bxd SET23 19.49

Bookmark Brass blue enamel etched crest LB5B 5.99
Car badge with bar fitting B28 16.49
Card - BBMF - single blank card CB12 3.49
Card - Blenheims - single blank card CB1 3.49
Card - Halifax - single blank card CB3 3.49
Card - Hercules - single blank card CB14 3.49
Card - Hurricane - single blank card CB2 3.49
Card - Lancasters - single blank card CB4 3.49
Card - Lysander - single blank card CB9 3.49

Order by telephone or online. UK: Price shown includes postage and packing costs.
Overseas Orders: Card payment only - postage added at cost. Card payments min £5. 
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Order Code    Price £

Order Code    Price £
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Card - Mosquito - single blank card CB5 3.49
Card - Red arrows - single blank card CB13 3.49
Card - Spitfire - single blank card CB8 3.49
Card - Stirling - single blank card CB6 3.49
Card - Sunderland - single blank card CB7 3.49
Card - Typhoon - single blank card CB10 3.49
Card - Vulcan - single blank card CB15 3.49
Card - Wellington - single blank card CB11 3.49
CD - We Will Remember Them (various) CD5 11.99
CD - At Last (Heather Marie) CD6 11.99
Coaster Single - “Flying with the RAF’ C6 3.99
Coaster Single - “Fry’s Cocoa/Pilot “ C7 3.99

Cufflinks blue enamel etched crest boxed LB5C 12.49
Cufflinks Gilt Crest round boxed CS5 26.49
Cufflinks - RAF Roundel boxed CS11 12.49
Cufflinks Red Arrows Crest boxed CS4 14.49
Cufflinks Wings Silver Plated boxed CS6 15.49
Dog tag & chain - Red Arrows Diamond Nine DTC1 6.99
Fridge magnet - Flying with the RAF F6 3.99
Fridge magnet - For Freedom F5 3.99
Fridge magnet - Fry’s Cocoa F7 3.99
Fridge magnet - Let’s Go  Wings for Victory F9 3.99
Fridge magnet - WAAF Bile Beans F10 3.99
Fridge magnet - Winston Churchill F8 3.99
Hip flask stainless steel roundel/wording boxed FL2 13.49
Jigsaw - Battle for the Skies 1000 piece J3 18.49
Jigsaw - Biggin Hill Wings 500 piece J1 14.99
Jigsaw - September Sortie 1000 piece J5 18.49
Jigsaw - Their Finest Hour 1000 piece J4 18.49
Jigsaw - The Waiting Game 636 piece       J2 15.99
Keyfob Leather - RAF Crest K2 7.49
Keyring Flying with the RAF K5 4.99
Keyring Let’s Go, Wings for Victory K6 4.99
Keyring Red Arrows cloth K12 5.99
Lancaster cufflinks Silver Plated boxed     CS7 15.49
Lancaster keyring Silver Plated  boxed K7 10.49
Letter opener Brass enamel blue etched crest    L2 7.99

Letter opener Nickel boxed L4B 18.49
Memo block showing aircraft M15 9.49
Metal Wall Plaque “Join the RAF” M11 17.49
Metal Wall Plaque “Never has so much..” M12 17.49
Notebook & pen - Red Arrows Diamond Nine NP1 5.99
Pen “Ace Pilot” boxed PEN1 15.49
Pen “Clear for Take Off”boxed PEN2 15.49
Pennant - RAF Crest gold wired P3 38.99
Pennant Sqn/Station to order 6/8 wks gold wired P1 38.99
Playing cards - Dawn of Flight PC1 8.99
Playing cards - Bof B and the Blitz PC2 8.99
Playing cards - Warplanes PC3 8.99
Ribbon RAF 1 1/4” wide price per metre R4 7.99
Silver/Marcasite Sweetheart brooch boxed R3            109.49
Spitfire cufflinksSilver Plated boxed CS8 15.49
Spitfire keyring Silver Plated boxed K8 10.49
Table flag with 10”pin RAF M5 7.99
Tankard one pint Pewter - RAF boxed T3RAF 42.99
Tea towel - Battle of Britain T23 6.49
Tea towel - Bomber Command T24 6.49
Tea towel - Coastal Command T22 6.49
Tea towel - Help the RAF, Join the WAAF   T33 8.49
Tea towel - RAF (red - aircraft) T31 6.49
Tea towel - RAF Ensign & Lancaster T43 6.49
Tea towel - Salute to the Women T25 6.49
Tea towel - Spitfire and Hurricane T32 6.49
Tea towel - Union flag T34 6.49
Teddy Bomber Command with kit bag        TED1 46.49

www.rafashop.com Telephone: 01892 600191
Teddy Flt Lt Uniformed with kit bag TED2 46.49
Tie slide Enamel blue etched crest boxed LB5TS 8.99
Tie slide Wings Silver Plated boxed CTS6 15.49
Tornado cufflinks Silver Plated boxed CS9 15.49
Tornado keyring Silver Plated boxed K9 10.49
Typhoon cufflinks Silver Plated boxed CS10 15.49
Typhoon keyring Silver Plated boxed K10 10.49
Vulcan keyring Silver Plated boxed K11 10.49
Wallet Leather - RAF Wings boxed LR8 19.99
Wall shield - RAF Crest boxed S12 48.49
Wall shield - Sqn/Unit/Station - to order boxed S99 76.49
Watchstrap nylon - RAF colours W1 9.99

Lapel and Stud Badge
75th Anniversary of the Battle of Britain stud badge B33 2.99
Bomber Command stud badge boxed LB1 5.99
Coastal Command stud badge boxed LB2 5.99
Fighter Command stud badge boxed LB3 5.99
Maintenance Command stud badge boxed LB4 5.99
“My Daughter is Serving” Badge boxed R7 18.99
“My Son is Serving” Badge boxed R6 18.99
RAF Crest Mini stud badge boxed B32 3.99
RAF Ensign Badge boxed B31 4.99
RAF Etchedstud badge boxed LB5 5.99
RAF Medical stud badge boxed LB13 5.99
RAF Police stud badge boxed LB14 5.99
RAF Regiment stud badge boxed LB15 5.99
RAF Wings pin badge Silver Plated boxed   LB17 15.49
Strike Command stud badge boxed LB6 5.99
Support Command stud badge boxed LB7 5.99
Transport Command stud badge boxed LB8 5.99

Wings - Gold/Blue Enamel Kings Crown boxed LB10 7.99
Wings - Gold/Blue Enamel, Queens Crown boxed LB12 7.99
Wings - Gold effect  Queens Crown boxed LB16 7.99
Wings - Silver/Blue Enamel Kings Crown boxed LB9 7.99
Wings - Silv/Blue Enamel Queens Crown boxed LB11 7.99
WAAF brooch badge boxed LR2 5.99
WRAF brooch badge boxed LR1 5.99

Prints
Pencil print (A3) Buccaneer Limited Edition P15 22.99
Pencil print (A3) Canberra PR9 P19 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Harrier 1 Sqn montage P14 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Jaguar Limited Edition P16 22.99
Pencil print (A3) Lancaster ED865 P7 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Lightning F3 XP762 P8 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Nimrod R1 P18 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Phantom FGR2 P20 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Sea Vixen 899 NAS P4 14.99
Pencil printt (A3) Spitfire MK392 P9 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Tornado GR4 ZA462 P10 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Typhoon ZJ809 P11 14.99
Pencil print (A3) Vulcan XH558 P12 14.99
Pencil print (A3) 78 Squadron montage P17 14.99
Air Sea Rescue Launch Ltd Edition print P25 28.49
Come into My Parlour Ltd Edition print P28 14.99
The Drop 1917 46 Sqn Ltd Edition print P26 14.99
The Drop 54 Sqn Ltd Edition print P27 14.99

MISCELLANEOUS

Gifts
Apron Cotton - Union Flag U2 13.99
Double Oven Glove - Union flag U3 11.49
Medal Holder - plastic - takes 5 medals M10 7.99
Napkins pk 12 - Union flag when folded U4 6.99
Table Flag with 10”pin Union 6” x 3” M4 7.99
Wooden Base for Table Flags M7 7.99

Glassware: UK only. RAF or RAF Association crest.
Extra wording available call for pricing. Items available:- Wine or Whisky
glasses (pairs or sixes), Clock Scalloped Crystal, Decanter (Wine, Whisky or
Ships), Gilded Hurricane, Spitfire or Lancaster in Decanter,
Paperweight,Tankard Straight Sided One Pint, Vase.

RAFATRAD LTD, UNIT 3, 5 SYBRON WAY, MILLBROOK IND ESTATE, CROWBOROUGH, TN6 3DZ UK
A wholly owned subsidiary of The RAF Association,Registered Charity No:226686 (England  Wales), SC037673 (Scotland) to who profits are donated.

Order Code    Price £ Order Code    Price £
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B33 – £2.99
Battle of Britain
75th Anniversary
Enamel Badge

29mm dia.  

AC013 – £18.49
Typhoon Mk 1B
1:72 Die Cast Model

CS11 – £12.49
RAF Roundel
Cufflinks

DBT001 – £8.49
David Brown Tractor

Olive colour
1:76 Die Cast Model

DBT005 – £8.49
David Brown Tractor

Sand colour
1:76 Die Cast Model

SP005
RAF Scammell Recovery Truck

RAF Blue 1:76 Die Cast Model
£17.49

Website : www.rafashop.com     Telephone: 01892 600191
RAFATRAD LTD, UNIT 3, 5 SYBRON WAY, MILLBROOK IND ESTATE, CROWBOROUGH. TN6 3DZ UK

Debit/Credit Cards £5.00 min. Prices include UK postage and packing. Overseas postage charged at cost.
If ordering by post: Cheques (no cash) payable to ‘Rafatrad Ltd‘ with order.

SET23 – £19.49
3 Piece Set - Tilly, Tractor, Land Rover

1:76 Die Cast Models

CD5 – £11.99
We Will Remember Them
Honouring The Service And Sacrifice Of The Fallen In Music, Poetry And  Words
Including: For The Fallen (Laurence Binyon) read to the music of Barber’s Adagio for Strings • Nimrod from ‘Enigma
Variations’ (Elgar) Halle • Be Ye Men Of Valour – Winston Churchill • The Lord’s My Shepherd The Mormon Tabernacle
Choir • The Soldier – (Rupert Brooke) read to the hymn Abide With Me • Their Finest Hour – Winston Churchill 
• Spitfire Flypast • RAF March Past RAF Central Band • The Dambusters March RAF Central Band 
• Colonel Bogey March • The Last Post .. and more

Including reminiscences, actuality and speeches from the last 100 years of conflict; from The Great War to Afghanistan.

CD7 - CD and DVD - £11.99
Our Finest Hour Relive the sounds of the nation at war 75 years on

Selections include:
Churchill’s speeches - ‘We shall fight them on the beaches’; ‘Never in the field of human conflict’; ‘This was their
finest hour’. Two Spitfire flypast; RAF March Past Central Band of the RAF; There’ll Always be an England –
Jack Payne; Vera Lynn and much more. CD playing time over 1 hour, DVD playing time approx 1 hour.

2015 Gift ideas

SET01 – £42.49
Battle of Britain 75th Anniversary Set

Gladiator, Hurricane and Spitfire
1:72 Die Cast Models

Prices include UK packing and postage
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