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RAFA Global Branch 1370 Minutes of committee meeting held on the 1st August 2021 at 

1900 hours 

Attendees: Mr Steve Mullis  

  Mr David Routledge 

Ms Nicky Loveday 

Mr Gerwyn Thomas 

Mrs Mazza Holland 

Mr Graham Croft 

 

Item 1: Apologies:  

 i)  Mr Andrew Thomson, Mr Richard Wiltshire 

 

Item 2: Chairman’s report 

i)  The Chairman passed on his, and the Committee’s, best wishes to the Secretary who is 

currently hospitalised and deferred his rest of his report until any other business 

 

Item 3: Treasurer’s report 

   i)  As the Treasurer was unable to attend, the following figures were supplied by the         

        Chairman: 

        Community Account: £4,872.29 

        which included £721.33 which is ringfenced for the Wings Appeal 

        Welfare Account: £461.41 

The large increase in the Community Account is because the branch has finally received its 

Membership Rebate of £1128 for 2020 from CHQ 

 

Item 4: Welfare officers report 

     i)   Nil to report, continuing to work in the background on welfare cases as normal 
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Item 5: Secretary’s report 

i)  The Secretary, in his absence, had requested that the Chairman remind ALL Committee 

members of the importance using their own Global Branch gmail accounts when dealing with 

anything branch related. Whilst it is fine to have a forwarding link from the gmail account to 

their own personal email accounts, it was pointed out that any outgoing mail that is RAFA 

related should go from the correct account. It was also mentioned that the Secretary would 

only be sending out items to the correct email address and he requested that when something 

is sent out that it is dealt with as soon as possible, so that he can deal with any ongoing work 

immediately, which reflects on the branch in a positive manner.   

 

Item 6: Wings Appeal report 

i)  With the current ongoing Covid restrictions the Wings Appeal Organiser report that 

many locations are still unable to be used for any “normal” Wings collections. He is still 

working on a Wine tasting event that could help bring money into the appeal.  

ii) The Chairman suggested that Wings Appeal Organiser get in touch with the Vice 

Chairman, who has great experience of fund raising with H4H and that whilst this joint 

enterprise might not be of great advantage in the 2021 it could show benefits next year. 

Graham Croft & David Routledge agreed to confer. 

 

Item 7: Social report 

    i) The Social Events Organiser proposed a possible branch visit to the Portsmouth historic 

dockyard which also gives the option of visiting HMS Victory, the Mary Rose Museum. It 

would also be possible to visit the D-Day Museum, which is also in Portsmouth. Mazza 

Holland was requested to firm up any possible visit with dates/prices etc so that it could be 

promoted to the membership, remembering that it is intended to be a branch visit and not one 

that was done by individuals on different dates or times. 

ii)  With reference to a future visit to the National Arboretum, Mazza Holland stated she was 

more than happy to organise a similar visit as to previous ones and would update the 

Committee in the future reference possible dates etc. 

 

Item 8: Membership report 

     i) The Membership Secretary supplied the following figures for the branch:  

Total:  586 members 

Comprising: 311 Ordinary 

    165 Lifetime 

     43 Associate 

     66 Give as you earn 

ii.) The Chairman requested the Committee’s approval to pay for the Annual 

Membership of one of our 98-year-old members as we had done previously. The 

Committee totally agreed & that the money be taken from the Welfare Account.  
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Item 9: Other Notified items 

i) Nil 

 

Item 9.1: Items raised by members 

i) Nil 

 

Item 10: Any Other Business 

i)  Zoom Account: The Chairman stated that following discussions with the Secretary, that it 

was felt prudent if the branch were to purchase its own Zoom account as against continuing to 

use the one owned by Damian Harriss for the Committee meetings etc. It was also proposed 

that any purchase be sufficient to cover for future AGM’s that are carried out online. The 

initial cost of this is £159.90. The Committee totally agreed 

ii)  Charity Registration: The Chairman stated that he had finally completed the application 

form for the branch to   gain Charity status and that it was now a case of waiting up to 8 

weeks to receive any notification back from the Charity Commission. He also stated that he 

had completed the application with the Committee membership as it was at this year’s AGM, 

rather than restart the application following the resignation of Damian Harriss.  

iii) Annual Conference Resolution: The Chairman stated that, following the Area 

Conferences last month, he had received a copy of the 7 resolutions for branch consideration 

prior to the Annual Conference being held virtually on 16th October. He requested that all 

Committee members read the resolutions and the attached guidance that he would be sending 

to them. If anyone felt that the branch needed to comment on any of the resolutions, prior to 

the actual Conference, then could they please reply to the email as requested and an interim 

Committee meeting would be arranged prior to the closing date of 27th Aug 2021 

iv) Branch AGM: The Chairman stated that he had been in touch with RAF Valley on taking 

up their offer of holding the branch’s AGM 2022 in the WO & Sgt’s Mess at RAF Valley, 

following the inability of holding it there in 2021 due to Covid-19 restrictions. The date that is 

suitable for the base is the 5th March 2022, so the AGM weekend would be from Friday 4th 

March 22 through to Sunday 6th March 22. 

Details of the AGM, links for hotel bookings etc would be posted on the Facebook page, the 

branch website, with an events page being made as well. It would also be included in the next 

edition of the Branch Newsletter. This will all be done as soon as possible to give asa much 

time to members to be able to book at the lowest prices available. 

  

As there was no other business for discussion the meeting was closed at 1955 with a possible date of 

the next meeting 22nd August 2021 at 1900 hours or 5th September 2021 at 1900 hours dependant on 

the Committee’s reaction to Item 10 iii) 

 
 

Andrew Thomson 

Honorary Secretary 

RAFA Global Branch 1370 
 


