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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE GLOBAL BRANCH 
1370 HELD ON 5th March 2022 at RAF Valley 

 
 
1. The meeting was opened by the reading of the RAFA Dedication by Mr Tony Geen 
 
2. Apologies for absence: Apologises were received from Alan Roycroft, John Baxter, Paul 
Comer, Alan Burns, Martin Radwell, Mike Smailes, Anne Toledo, Pete Hazell,  
Rhys Davies, Jon Carp, Sylvia Walker, Phil Pike and Beryl Dennett Stannard (Chair of the 
Branch and Membership Committee) 
 
3. Chairman’s Opening Address 
 
Can I first, request that you all stand & take a minute to remember all those branch 
members who have passed away since our last AGM, including Alan Cottle, Mike 
Crompton, Joyce Edwards, Dave Whitter, Miss Idina Eady, Mr A J Chapman, Peter 
Bliss, Derek Twigg, Harold Andrews, DJ van der Westhuizen 

Please also remember all those friends & family members who have also passed away 
during the past exceedingly difficult 12 months. 

May they all Rest in Peace. 

At the same time let us also spare a thought for the people of Ukraine who are currently going 
through undue hardships that we can only imagine. Let us also remember those of Her 
Majesties Armed Forces who are, or may unfortunately soon be, involved in any form of 
resistance, deterrent or defense against our old Cold War foe, Russia. 

May I now offer a warm welcome to all our members here at RAF Valley & those joining us 
around the world via the internet. Also, I must welcome & thank JACK ABBOTT, the 
ANGLESEY RAFA BRANCH CHAIRMAN, & Wing Commander James Bonning OC 
4(AC) Sqn for joining us here tonight. Protocol also dictates that I offer the chair to Wing 
Commander James Bonning. Sir? No, I thought you might swiftly refuse it!!!! 
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Well, I must say that this is a bit different to last year’s AGM!!! I think I was sat in our spare 
bedroom for that one.  
May I first all offer our thanks to GROUP CAPTAIN Andrew Turk for keeping his 2021 
offer of us holding our AGM here at Valley through to 2022. It certainly has been a different 
day up here in sunny Wales. Our thanks also go to Flying Officer Aidan Rae & Flight Sgt Dai 
Lawrence, our RAFALO contacts here at Valley, without whose hard work & diligence this 
AGM would not have taken place here today.  

Our visits to the Squadrons will stay in the memory of our members for many days to come. 
It was also that little bit special to come home in 2nd place in the Hawk pull with all the 
money raised going to the RAF Associations Wings Appeal 2022, equally split between 
ourselves & the RAFA Anglesey Branch. 

It is so different from our days when we were Airmen & Airwomen, but no more 
as they are now all ………. Aviators!!!! Plus, I don’t know whether you have heard but the 
latest on the grapevine is that they are now trialing some new footwear for the armed forces, 
Vegetarian Shoes!!!!  
Would never have worked in my day, as I used to just have to whistle & my shoes jumped 
out of my locker ready to be worn again!!!! 

Right over to the business of the night. Since become a branch back in September 2015 I 
have been proud to lead one of the most stable branch committees I have ever known Let’s 
hope that this state of stability will continue. For some of your committee, having basically 
had the past two years away from any major action, I think that our members & myself will 
be looking eagerly forward to see where our branch will be visiting soon and how many new 
& different ways of raising money are ready to be put in place. I trust our membership is 
ready to respond by supporting their committee members with their attendance at the 
forthcoming organized visits by Mazza, and by offering to support Graham, our Wings 
Appeal Organizer, in what possibly is the hardest task on the committee of coming up with 
original ideas to raise money for the Wings Appeal via the internet but involving the public!! 
There is nothing worse than spending a lot of time & energy in organizing events to then not 
have the physical supports of our membership. 

With most of the main Covid restrictions hopefully behind us, I am hopefully that the branch 
can once again begin to regain its position near to the head of the branches within the 
Association by raising more Wings Appeal money each year than the previous. It would also 
be great for us to be representing the Global Branch and the RAF Association again at 
various events and locations around the country. 

On the membership side, last year I stated that I would be a very contented Chairman if I 
could stand here next year reporting on a membership strength of over 500, well I am 
contented but not satisfied yet!!! Our membership this year has stayed consistently over 500, 
indeed it has been nudging the 600 but, as yet, we have not yet managed to break through that 
barrier. Maybe 2022 will see us continue this growth of the Global Branch. We have already 
added some 12 new members to the branch, but we must ensure that we don’t lose an equal 
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number. I always like to have a target to work towards & ensure that we keep Gerwyn, our 
membership secretary gainfully employed. In the 6 years we have been in existence we have 
certainly shown that, we as an all-inclusive virtual branch, is the way that the Association 
must move towards. 

I must also mention our other committee members without whom the branch would cease to 
have much purpose. We are lucky to have Nicky Loveday, as our Welfare Officer. A lady 
who gets on and gets her job done with no fuss or drama. She is always there too to help keep 
the rest of us in line with certain strange RAF Association rules & regulations. Our treasurer, 
Richard Wiltshire, took on the task a year ago, whilst undergoing a major change in his work 
life. Adding to his RAF pension, his Police pension by joining the NHS to save towards a 
NHS pension. A man so use to dealing with money, was definitely a good choice to take on 
the task of Treasurer. Also newly completing a full year of the task of Secretary this year, is 
Andrew Thomson, who, despite battling against his own health challenges this year & the 
task of keeping the Chairman in line, has managed it all with a smile on his face. 

All in all, I believe we can look forward to 2022 in a position of strength poised & ready to 
respond to any new challenges that this unpredictable world might decide to throw at us. 

I trust that you will have an enjoyable AGM and don’t forget to buy your raffle tickets!!!!. 
Ladies & Gentlemen that concludes my annual report to you, the Global Branch membership 
& guests. 

4. Acceptance of the Report from the Committee for the past year (Presented by the 
incoming Secretary) 
 
This is the 7th Annual General Meeting of RAFA Global Branch 1370 

This is now my second year with the branch, and still here as your Secretary – I thought I 
must be doing something right, however, no one else seems to want the job so looks like I am 
happily stuck with it! , I would like to say that this is a dedicated committee, which I 
thoroughly enjoy working with and hope I will continue to do so for some time to come. 

Over the past 12 months the Branch has continued to grow from strength to strength with 
now in excess of 500 members and continuing to increase, taking on members from branches 
now closed down for whatever reason. Ours is therefore a unique branch being ‘virtual’ 
therefore making us accessible all over the world and which has stood us in good stead 
throughout the pandemic, and now looking very much to the future. The committee continues 
to meet online every month simply because we are a virtual branch; the minutes of these 
meetings being recorded and posted on Facebook. Any questions/queries etc. can be directed 
to me and I will endeavour to quickly answer or pass to the relevant person. 

More than ever now, we actively encourage and welcome ordinary branch members to, if you 
should wish, table items/suggestions for consideration by the Committee also pointing out 
this facility is advertised through Facebook. I do understand that some are not keen on 
computers and Facebook so please in this case use normal post, which I promise I will deal 
with quickly 
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From a regulatory perspective we are governed by RAFA branch regulations contained in the 
Governance handbook. The regulatory framework is always under review by the association 
and the Branch will continue to strive to meet these obligations 

Our registration with the Charities commission has now been concluded, and so, to sum up, 
the branch has remained very active, assisting members in relevant aspects as well as in 
contributions, with some members regularly attending various shows throughout the year 
collecting monies for the Wings appeal along with other ways to help RAFA 

As your Secretary, I look forward to continuing for a few more years 

Andrew R. Thomson 

Honorary Secretary 

 

5. Matters Arising from the Committees’ report. 
 
None 
 
 
6. Report by the Treasurer including consideration of the Statement of Accounts for the 
preceding financial year. 
 
Good evening everyone, 

The first year of my Treasurer duties is nearly complete and it has gone incredibly quick.  I 
wish to thank the committee members and Mazza the previous Treasurer for all the help and 
support they have provided me over the year. I always wondered if my TG17 (Pers Admin) 
training would come in useful again. 

Here are the carried forward figures from 2020 into 2021. 

RAFA Global 1370 General Community Account as of 01 Jan 21:  £2834.14 

RAFA Global 1370 Welfare Account as of 01 Jan 21:  £485.91. 

Income for 2021, for obvious reasons, has not been as high in relation to previous years, 
however, we were able to pay £1,895.30 to the WINGS Appeal which I think is an 
outstanding achievement considering the challenges we have faced.  The Community 
Account ended up £307.61 compared to the end of 2020. 

Our account balances are: 

RAFA Global 1370 General account which, as of 31 Dec 21, stood at £3141.75. 

RAFA Global 1370 Welfare fund account which, as of 31 Dec 21, stood at £436.96. 
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I would like to remind everyone that a useful and easy way to raise funds is by using the Easy 
Fund-Raising App, it literally takes no effort all and has raised a total of £149.72 this year. 
Steve can give you details on how to register for this. 

Other fundraising has come via donations. 

2021 was an equally unusual year as 2020, with immense restrictions put on our everyday 
lives which hopefully now will return to complete normality, which, I am sure we are all 
looking forward to. 

I hereby present the accounts to 31 December 2021. 

Richard Wiltshire 

Honorary Treasurer 

 

7. Report by the Welfare Officer. 
 
RAFA Global Branch Welfare Support 2021/22 

Armed Forces charities, including RAFA, the RAF Benevolent Fund and The Royal British 
Legion, provide friendship and welfare support to anyone who is serving or has served in the 
Air Forces, their spouses, widows/widowers and their dependents.  Friendship and welfare 
support is provided to all eligible personnel irrespective of their membership of the 
Association.   

This friendship and welfare is usually delivered via static RAFA Branches and their 
Honorary Welfare Officers but where a Virtual Branch has been established (as in our case 
with the Global Branch), the welfare assistance is provided by the existing and well-
established worldwide RAFA Welfare team through the Regional Welfare teams. 
Alternatively, eligible personnel can request assistance by approaching SSAFA or The Royal 
British Legion direct. 

My role as your Welfare Officer is to provide help, advice and support and/or to refer any 
eligible clients from either our Branch, or people that we know, into the RAF Association’s 
Regional Welfare system.   From then onwards I am unable to keep a check on the 
progression of ‘our’ cases due to Data Protection but can chase up or hasten the Association’s 
response if I am notified of any issues by our clients.  

Over the past year, I have provided advice and signposting to individuals who wished to 
progress their own requests for assistance.  The Branch has not yet been asked to contribute 
any of our Welfare Funds to ‘our’ cases that resulted in financial assistance from military 
charities.  However, the Branch continued to use our Welfare Fund to gift another year’s 
RAFA Membership to a WAAF until she sadly passed away in 2021. 
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Should you need my help or assistance, or you know of an individual in your community who 
might benefit from friendship or welfare support from the Association or other Service 
charities (I am also a Caseworker for The Royal British Legion and SSAFA so am very used 
to dealing with clients from all 3 Services), please don’t hesitate to get in touch with me.  
Remember, people do NOT need to be members of the Association or any Service charity to 
access welfare support – they simply need to be serving or have served or be the spouse, 
widow/widower or a dependent of someone who served.   

Nicky Loveday 

Global Branch Welfare Officer 

8.  Election of the Branch officials and Branch Committee members 
 
The Secretary reminded the floor that in view of the acceptance of Resolution presented 
under para 9.1 (Branch regulations 4.2.2) of last year’s AGM minutes the present committee 
will remain elected for 3 years i.e. until 2024 
 
9. Acceptance of any resolutions forwarded by Ordinary and Associate Members of the 
Club to the Secretary at least seven days before the date of the meeting.  
 
None received for 2022 
 
10. General matters arising. 
 
There were no matters arising 
 
11. Meeting dismissed. 

 
 

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 
 
 

……………………………………………………………………………….... 
 

 
 
Andrew Thomson 
 Secretary. 
RAFA Global Branch 1370 
 

 


