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From the Editor:
Well the AGM is now over
and was a great success I
see, I would have loved to
have been there, but the
cost of traveling from New
Zealand and return would
have been too excessive
and my bank account
wouldn’t have coped with
it! I do hope that by the time this newsletter is
published, your weather up there has improved, you
have really had a rough ride with the snow, rain and
cold. The Air show season is upon us down here
now with the major displays getting ready to do their
stuff in the coming months, so we hope our weather
will stay fine for them. Our committee members
have not changed a great deal. The only change to
the committee being that Mr S Signorelli was
standing down as social events co-ordinator. Mr Ian
Kirk has volunteered to fill that role, so welcome
aboard Ian, I look forward to catching up at our next
meeting! If any reader has any subject that they
would like me to look at in future issues, please don’t
hesitate to get in touch. Bryn
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A BIG Global Welcome to:
Wayne Welch
Paul Downey
Nick McCowan
David Spink
Victor H Bagnelle
Bill Kirk
Brian Morley
Gary Smith
Robby Robinson
Savvas Spyrou
John Taylor
Tony Wood
Jeff Kerfoot
Morris Schwartz
Andy Manley
Erik Farr-Voller
Andy Ormston
Barry Collins
Steven Carroll

Book of the Month

THE ROYAL AIR FORCE
DAY BY DAY

Air Commodore Graham
Pitchfork MBE, BA, FRAES and
Air Chief Marshal Sir Glenn
Torpy is the aviation obituaries
writer for the Daily Telegraph and
Chairman of the Buccaneer
Association. He served in the
RAF for 36 years as a navigator
and was awarded the MBE for
his part in introducing the
Buccaneer to RAF service in the
maritime strike role. He is also
the author of Men Behind the
Medals (Pen & Sword, 1998),
Buccaneers (Sutton, 2002) and
Men Behind the Medals: A
Second Selection (Sutton, 2003),
as well as several books for The
National Archives. He lives at
Winchcombe, Gloucestershire
Author: Graham Pitchfork
Contributors Glenn
Torpy, Great Britain. Royal Air
Force, Royal Air Force
Museum (Great Britain)
Edition illustrated
Publisher Sutton, 2008
ISBN 0750943092,
9780750943093
Length 418 pages

https://www.amazon.com/gp/
search?
index=books&linkCode=qs&ke
ywords=9780750943093
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Meet Your Committee (1) - Phil Boulton (Secretary Extraordinaire)
Name Known by: Phil “Mad Dog” Boulton
Enlisted July 1979 - Trade Group 9 - Assistant Air Traffic Control
My interest in aircraft and the RAF really is a result of my father and in fact is rather a
circular story. He was a staff photographer at English Electric at Warton in Lancashire, later
British Aircraft Corporation and now Bae.
I was born in Blackpool in 1957 and have many memories of conversations with my dad
about his work on Jet Provost, Canberra, Lightning, TSR2, Jaguar and MRCA which later
became Tornado.
On 11 June 1966 at the tender age of 9, I was taken
by my Dad to what was the first family’s day at
Warton. In those days you could wander about without any real restriction and I was
able to get up close and personal with the TSR2, an aircraft I had seen being test
flown along the Fylde coast by the legendary Roland “Bee” Beaumont. At school the
windows were regularly shaken by sonic booms from the test flights.
Bee was wandering around the crowd that day and I had the honour of being
introduced to him. Two things from that day stand out in my memory, firstly the sight
of Bee climbing into an English Electric Wren and finding he was far too heavy for
the flimsy machine ever to get off the ground. The second memory came later in the
day when I was stood very close to the runway. Bee carried out a full reheat take off and vertical climb to 30,000 feet in a
production Lightning, the display ended with a run and break followed by a 360-degree orbit of the airfield, again on full
power whilst keeping the aircraft within the airfield perimeter. I was hooked! On the 26th June 1970, an Avro Lancaster,
G-ASXX, flew into Squires Gate Airfield in Blackpool and became the centre-piece of the ill-fated Reflectair Museum owned
and operated by the late John Roast. I can still remember the sound of the four Merlin's thundering over my school and me
going to the airport as soon as I could to see what had made such a noise. I was very fortunate to be able to join the
Reflectair group and help at weekends, as much as any 13-year-old could, in the running of the museum. SXX would not fly
again but was able to carry out regular ground runs and I was fortunate to be on board for several of these. It was about this
time that I had my first contact with the RAF. My next-door neighbour's brother had been in the air force and I heard he had
flown on Lanc’s during the war. The next time he came to Blackpool I invited him to come to the airfield and look around the
Lancaster. It was only during this visit that I learned just what he had done. His name was Len Eaton and he was the radio
operator in Joe McCarthy’s crew of Lancaster AJ-T of 617 Squadron on the Dam Busters raid! It was such an honour to
meet this humble man.
Unfortunately, the Reflectair museum ran into financial problems and G-ASXX was dismantled and taken by road to RAF
Scampton, however, she survived as is now “Just Jane” at East Kirby. With luck I may get to see her fly again.
Life continued and in July 1979 I found myself heading for RAF Swinderby for basic training. Six weeks flew by and I was
posted to RAF Shawbury for trade training. I had a fantastic time here and managed to pass out with the highest score of
the intake and with the coveted Certificate of Outstanding Ability!
A posting to RAF Northolt followed and I happened to be on duty when the Iranian Embassy siege started in London. The
subsequent flights by the Westland Scouts of the SAS proved very interesting!
Another memorable day was the wedding of Prince Charles and Princess Diana. I was again on duty and Northolt provided
a base for all the foreign dignitaries attending the wedding. The “pan” was a real sight for aircraft spotters.
My next posting was to RAF Machrihanish, suspected at the time of being the UK’s equivalent of Area 51! This is a beautiful
but isolated part of the world and was the home of the US Seal Team 2. Whilst we had no base aircraft we had regular
flights of the C141 Starlifter in from Andrews AFB and regular training flights of MC130E’s. Detachments of US Airforce kept
me busy with operations of CH53 Jolly Green Giants and A10 Warthogs. I also had the pleasure of working the tower for a
detachment of 111 Squadron with their F4 Phantoms. I also recall visits from Vulcans on “training flights” from Waddington
to collect boxes of fresh fish landed at Cambletown! Unfortunately, at that time Mrs. Thatcher had ordered a series of
defence cuts and it became clear that the chances of promotion
and a long career in the RAF were fading so I decided to leave the
service to study Law and I am now an Associate in a firm of
solicitors in Manchester. My contact with the RAF, however, did
not end at Machrihanish and in 1999 I joined the RauxAF with the
Air Defence Support Squadron at RAF Leeming. The unit re-rolled
as a force protection squadron and was badged 609 Squadron
RauxAF. This is where the story comes full circle as Roland “Bee”
Beaumont, the man who started my love of aviation, flew
Typhoons as a flight commander with 609 Squadron during WW2.
I now live in Bury near Manchester and have two daughters and
three granddaughters. I fly light aircraft (mainly PA28s) when I get
the chance and enjoy (rather too much) good food and beer.
I am proud to be the Honorary Secretary of Global Branch 1370
and look forward to meeting you all in either the real or virtual
world one day.
Phil.
Pic 1. RAF Shawbury ( I am front row far right hand side)
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The RAF Airbus A400M “ATLAS”
Airbus A400M Atlas Military
transport aircraft
The Airbus A400M Atlas is a multi-national, fourengine turboprop military transport aircraft. It was
designed by Airbus Military (now Airbus Defence and
Space) as a tactical airlifter with strategic capabilities
to replace older transport aircraft, such as
the Transall C-160 and the Lockheed C-130
Hercules. The A400M is positioned, in terms of size,
between the C-130 and the C-17; it can carry heavier
loads than the C-130, while able to use rough landing
strips. Along with the transport role, the A400M can
perform
aerial
refuelling
and
medical
evacuation when fitted with appropriate equipment. The A400M's maiden flight, originally planned for 2008, took place on 11 December
2009 from Seville, Spain between 2009 and 2010, the A400M faced cancellation as a result of development program delays and cost
overruns; however, the customer nations chose to maintain their support of the project. A total of 174 A400M aircraft have been ordered
by eight nations as of July 2011. In March 2013, the A400M received European Aviation Safety Agency (EASA) certification. The first
aircraft was delivered to the French Air Force in August 2013. The project began as the Future International Military Airlifter (FIMA) group,
set up in 1982 by Aerospatiale, British Aerospace (BAe), Lockheed, and Messerschmitt-Bölkow-Blohm (MBB) to develop a replacement
for the C-130 Hercules and Transall C-160. Varying requirements and the complications of international politics caused slow progress. In
1989, Lockheed left the grouping and went on to develop an upgraded Hercules, the C-130J Super Hercules. With the addition of Alenia of
Italy and CASA of Spain the FIMA group became Euroflag. Since no existing turboprop engine in the western world was powerful enough
to reach the projected cruise speed of Mach 0.72, a new engine design was required. Originally the SNECMA M138 turboprop (based on
the M88 core) was selected, but didn't meet the requirements. Airbus Military issued a new request for proposal (RFP) in April 2002, after
which Pratt & Whitney Canada with the PW180 and Europrop International answered. In May 2003, Airbus Military selected the Europrop
TP400-D6, reportedly due to political interference over the PW180 engine. The original partner nations were France, Germany, Italy,
Spain, the United Kingdom, Turkey, Belgium, and Luxembourg. These nations decided to charge the Organisation for Joint Armament
Cooperation (OCCAR) with the management of the acquisition of the A400M. Following the withdrawal of Italy and revision of procurement
totals the revised requirement was for 180 aircraft, with first flight in 2008 and first delivery in 2009. On 28 April 2005, South Africa joined
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The RAF Airbus A400M “ATLAS”
the partnership programme with the state-owned Denel Saab
Aerostructures receiving a contract for fuselage components. The
A400M is positioned as an intermediate size and range between the
Lockheed C-130 and the Boeing C-17, carrying cargo too heavy for
the C-130 while able to use rough landing strips. It has been
advertised with the tagline "transport what the C130 cannot to
places that the C17 can’t". On 29 December 2013, the French Air
Force performed the A400M's first operational mission, the aircraft
having flown to Mali in support of Operation Serval. On 10
September 2015, the RAF was declared the A400M fleet leader in
terms of flying hours, with 900 hours flown over 300 sorties,
achieved by a fleet of four aircraft. Sqn. Ldr. Glen Willcox of the
RAF's Heavy Aircraft Test Squadron confirmed that reliability levels
were high for an aircraft so early in its career, and that night vision
goggle trials, hot and cold soaking, noise characterization tests and
the first tie-down schemes for cargo had already been completed. In
March 2015, the RAF's first operational mission occurred flying
cargo to RAF Akrotiri, Cyprus.
General characteristics:
Crew: 3 or 4 (2 pilots, 3rd optional, 1 loadmaster) Capacity: 37,000
kg (81,600 lb) 116 fully equipped troops / paratroops, up to 66
stretchers accompanied by 25 medical personnel cargo
compartment: width 4.00-metre (13.12 ft) x height 3.85-metre
(12.6 ft.) x length 17.71-metre (58.1 ft.) (without ramp 5.40-metre
(17.7 ft.))
Performance:
Cruising speed: 781 km/h (485 mph; 422 kn) at 9,450 m (31,000 ft)
Initial cruise altitude: 9,000 m (29,000 ft) at MTOW
Range: 3,300 km (2,051 mi; 1,782 nmi) at max payload (long range
cruise speed; reserves as per MIL-C-5011A)
Range at 30-tonne payload: 4,500 km (2,450 nmi) Range at 20tonne payload: 6,400 km (3,450 nmi) Ferry range: 8,700 km
(5,406 mi; 4,698 nmi) Service ceiling: 12,200 m (40,026 ft) Tactical
takeoff distance: 980 m (3,215 ft), aircraft weight 100 tonnes (98
long tons; 110 short tons), soft field, ISA, sea level Tactical landing
distance: 770 m (2,530 ft) (as above)
Turning radius (ground): 28.6 m.

Cargo
Bay and
Payload:
Beyond
its
potential
as a multi
role base
platform
to cover a
number
of new and existing mission requirements what is it that makes the
A400 Atlas worth all the trouble, we know the C17/C130
combination would be easier as they are both available of the nice
shelves of the US defence industry. This is the crux of the
argument for the A400; it has to offer more than just industrial or
political benefits for it to be judged a success. Despite the numerous
development problems we have to try and look at the aircraft and its
specification in isolation, forget the political and industrial backdrop
and ask ourselves if it is worth having. To remind ourselves, the
A400M Atlas is officially defined as; “A400M is planned to provide
tactical and strategic mobility to all three Services. The required
capabilities include: operations from airfields and semi-prepared
rough landing areas in extreme climates and all weather conditions
by day and night; carrying a variety of equipment including vehicles
and troops over extended ranges; air dropping paratroops and
equipment; and being unloaded with the minimum of ground
handling equipment”. One of the taglines for the A400 is that it can
‘transport what the C130 cannot to places that the C17 can’t’ which
neatly sums it up but misses many of the other advantages of the
A400. It is no C17 and it is no C130 either but that is exactly the
point, it is not meant to be but it will always be compared to them.
The A400M is designed to replace the C130’s and C160’s in service
with the launch customers.
When defining the payload
characteristics of the A400M Atlas, Airbus Military and the launch
customers looked at four sets of influencing factors; The first is that
equipment would grow in volume and weight beyond that of the
C130 and thus decrease the proportion of inventory which could be
airlifted into austere locations on a sustainable basis. Second,
users would want to realise the operational and
economic benefit of collapsing the hub and spoke
arrangement in some scenarios. Third, the demand
for delivering heavy and bulky equipment closer to the
point of need would grow, especially for disaster
response and humanitarian support, a key aspect of
predicted future military operations. Finally, carrying
more for a given crew size within the constraints of the
payload envelope would generate savings in people,
the largest cost component.
~With thanks to: http://www.newshub.co.nz/politics/
opinion-what-will-replace-the-herc-2016071322,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/airbus_A400M_Atlas and
http://thinkdefence.co.uk/2012/09/the-airbus-a400matlas-part-2-what-is-so-good-about-it-anyway/~
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CANNON BALLS !!!

DID YOU KNOW?
It was necessary to keep a good supply of cannon balls near
the cannon on old war ships. But how to prevent them from
rolling about the deck was the problem. The storage method
devised was to stack them as a square based pyramid, with
one ball on top, resting on four, resting on nine, which
rested on sixteen. Thus, a supply of 30 cannon balls could be
stacked in a small area right next to the cannon. There was
only one problem -- how to prevent the bottom layer from
sliding/rolling from under the others. The solution was a metal plate with 16 round indentations, called, for reasons unknown,
a Monkey. But if this plate were made of iron, the iron balls would quickly rust to it. The solution to the rusting problem was
to make them of brass - hence, Brass Monkeys. Few landlubbers realize that brass contracts much more and much faster
than iron when chilled. Consequently, when the temperature dropped too far, the brass indentations would shrink so much
that the iron cannon balls would come right off the monkey. Thus, it was quite literally, cold enough to freeze the balls off a
brass monkey. And all this time, you folks thought that it was just a vulgar expression ?

ASSOCIATION CELEBRATIONS!! - Steve Mullis, Branch Chairman
In the final years of the First World
War, the British Army’s Royal Flying
Corps (RFC) and the Royal Naval Air
Service (RNAS) were brought together
to form a new service, on 1st April
1918, the Royal Air force (RAF) was officially constituted. In
1929, in the Sergeants’ Mess at RAF Andover, three men
named Vernon Goodhand, Joe Pearce and Warrant Officer
Bartlett met to discuss the formation of a single organisation
dedicated to the welfare of serving and ex-serving RAF
personnel; one which would replace the many smaller
organisations that had grown to keep former servicemen in
touch since the end of the First World War. And so the RAF
Association (RAFA) was born. Since 1918 many thousands
of people have served in the Royal Air Force becoming part
of the RAF Family. Like many families, the brothers & sisters
have spread themselves all over the world, quite often losing
contact with their fellow members of the family. Now there is
a method of becoming part of that RAF Family again no
matter where you reside in the world. With 2018 being the
100th Anniversary of the formation of the RAF Family there
surely is no better time or reason to once again become part

of the RAF Family. Our branch is totally
internet based and a branch of RAFA. With
over 260 members in over 25 different
countries worldwide.
Membership of the
RAFA is required within a month of joining the
pending page after which the membership will
be transferred to the branches “closed” Facebook group. We
are one of the fastest growing branches of the Association.
The Global Branch reaches parts
other branches only dream
of!!!!! :) BUT remember there
are still ex RAF bods out there
that haven't heard of us yet!!!
1. Trinidad & Tobago
2. Saudi Arabia
3. New Zealand
4. Belize
5. Switzerland
6. Bulgaria,
7. England.
8. Wales
9. Northern Ireland
10. Scotland
11. USA
12. Finland

13. Cyprus.
14. Thailand
15. United Arab Emirates.
16. Canada
17. Botswana
18. Kenya
19. Spain
20. Australia
21. Netherlands
22. Republic of Ireland
23. France.
24. Hong Kong.
25. Poland.
26. India.
27. Indonesia
28. Germany
28½ LATVIA!!!!!
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(Forgotten Squadrons) No. 194 Squadron RAF
No. 194 Squadron RAF - Active 9 Aug 1917 – 21 Jul 1918, 14 Oct 1942 – 15 Feb 1946 & 1 Feb
1953 – 3 Jun 1959
Country:
United Kingdom
Royal Air Force:
Role: Transport - Part of No. 20th (Training) Wing, RAF Middle East Area, (1917–1918);
No. 221 Group RAF, India Command, (1942–1943); No. 229 Group RAF, Eastern Air Command,
South East Asia Command (1943–1946); RAF AHQ Malaya, Far East Air Force (1953–1957)
Nickname(s) "The Friendly Firm"
Motto(s) Latin: Surrigere colligere
Translation: "To arise and pick up"
Insignia:
Squadron Badge heraldry A Malayan Kris with a dragonfly superimposed.
Unofficial Squadron Badge A Flying Elephant.
194 Squadron RAF, though formed as a training unit in Egypt and ended as a casualty evacuation unit in Malaya, was for
most of its active service life a RAF transport squadron that flew in South East Asia.
History:
Formation and World War I
Formed as a training squadron in No. 20 Group (or No. 32 Group) at RAF El Amiriya in Egypt on 9 August 1917, it was
disbanded on 21 July 1918 into No. 16 Training Depot Station.
World War II:
Squadron Lockheed Hudson
No. 194 Squadron was reformed at RAF Lahore, Punjab on 13 October
1942 as a transport unit equipped with Hudson’s. It maintained mail and
passenger routes in India until it became an airborne forces squadron in
September 1943. Douglas Dakotas had started to arrive in May and, with
the departure of the last Hudson’s in September, No. 194 began
paratrooper training. In February 1944, supply-dropping flights to Chindit
army units in Burma began and continued for the rest of the war. In January
1945 a casualty evacuation flight was attached to the squadron and Stinson
Sentinels were used to pick up casualties form small jungle strips. After the
end of the war, the squadron was engaged in general transport duties until
disbanding at Mingladon on 15 February 1946. The squadron badge
commonly used by the squadron depicted a flying elephant and the
Squadron had adopted the motto ‘The Friendly Firm’ and although their
entire fleet of aircraft carried this crest throughout the Burma campaign,
Royal Charter never officially recognized it (That same crest can be seen
on all three books about the squadron).

Squadron Lockheed Hudson

Post-war:
On 1 February 1953, No. 194 reformed for a second time at Sembawang in Malaya from the Casualty Evacuation Flight with
Westland Dragonfly HC.2 helicopters for co-operation with security forces in Malaya. Bristol Sycamore HC.14s were received
in October 1954, but it was June 1956 before the last Dragonfly left. On 3 June 1959, the squadron merged with No. 155
Squadron RAF to become No. 110 Squadron RAF.
Aircraft operated by no. 194 Squadron RAF:
From
To
Aircraft
Version
August 1917
July 1918
Airco DH.6, Avro 504 and Royal Aircraft
Factory B.E.2
October 1942 September 1943 Lockheed Hudson
Mk.VI
May 1943
February 1946
Douglas Dakota
Mks.I, III
Dec 1944
February 1946
Douglas Dakota
Mk.IV
January 1945 September 1945 Stinson Sentinel
Mk.I
February 1953 June 1956
Westland Dragonfly HC.2
October 1954 June 1959
Bristol Sycamore
HC.14
Westland Dragonfly
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No. 194 Squadron RAF Cont.
Squadron Bases:
Bases and airfields used by no. 194 Squadron RAF,
From
To
Base
Remark
9 August 1917
21 July 1918
RAF El Amiriya, Egypt
13 October 1942 18 February 1943 RAF Lahore, Punjab Dets. to RAF Tezpur, Assam and RAF Dum Dum, West
Bengal
18 February 1943
18 September 1943 RAF Palam, Delhi
18 September 1943 8 February 1944
RAF Basal, Punjab
Det. to RAF Chaklala, Rawalpindi, Punjab
8 February 1944
9 February 1944
RAF Comilla, Bengal
9 February 1944
1 September 1944
RAF Agartala, Tripura
Det. to RAF Imphal, Manipur
1 September 1944
2 November 1944
RAF Imphal, Manipur
2 November 1944
10 December 1944
RAF Basal, Punjab
10 December 1944
19 March 1945
RAF Agartala, Tripura
Det. to RAF Imphal, Manipur and from
January 1945
September 1945
RAF Kangla, Manipur and Monywa, Sagaing Division, Burma
19 March 1945
21 August 1945
Kabab, Arakan, Burma
Dets. to Monywa, Sagaing Division, Burma;
Wangjing, Manipur and Meiktila, Mandalay, Burma
21 August 1945
15 February 1946
RAF Mingaladon, Burma
2 February 1953
1 May 1953
RAF Sembawang, SingaporeDet. to RAF Kuala Lumpur, Malaya
1 May 1953
3 June 1959
RAF Kuala Lumpur, Malaya. Merged here with 155 Sqn to form 110 Sqn
Commanding Officers:
Officers commanding no. 194 Squadron RAF,
From
To
Name
October 1942
June 1944
W/Cdr. A.C. Pearson
June 1944
December 1944
W/Cdr. R.T. Chisholm
December 1944
June 1945
W/Cdr. R.C. Crawford
June 1945
August 1945
S/Ldr. P.M. Bristow
August 1945
February 1946
W/Cdr. D. Penman, DSO, DFC
February 1953
1955
S/Ldr. G.R.G. Henderson, AFC
1955
1957
S/Ldr. C.R. Turner
1957
June 1959
S/Ldr. F. Barnes

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia with thanks
For Gerwyn Thomas who asked the Question on Facebook:
“I was given this to read yesterday. Anyone remember 194 Sqn?”
More at this website: http://www.chinditslongcloth1943.com/squadrons-31-and-194-manna-from-heaven.html

This Months Smiles
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Very Interesting WWII Trivia
WW II - Little Known History and Very Interesting WW II Trivia
You might enjoy this from Col D. G. Swinford, USMC, Retired and a history buff. You would really have to dig deep to get
this kind of ringside seat to history:
1. The first German serviceman killed in WW II was killed by the Japanese (China, 1937), the first American serviceman
killed was killed by the Russians (Finland 1940); highest ranking American killed was Lt. Gen. Lesley McNair, killed
by the US Army Air Corps. So much for allies.
2. The youngest US serviceman was 12 year old Calvin Graham, USN. He was wounded and given a Dishonourable
Discharge for lying about his age. His benefits were later restored by act of Congress.
3. At the time of Pearl Harbour, the top US Navy command was called CINCUS (pronounced 'sink us'), the shoulder
patch of the US Army's 45th Infantry division was the Swastika, and Hitler's private train was named 'Amerika.' All
three were soon changed for PR purposes.
4. More US servicemen died in the Air Corps than the Marine Corps. While completing the required 30 missions, your
chance of being killed was 71%.
5. Generally speaking, there was no such thing as an average fighter pilot. You were either an ace or a target. For
instance, Japanese Ace Hiroyoshi Nishizawa shot down over 80 planes. He died while a passenger on a cargo plane.
6. It was a common practice on fighter planes to load every 5th round with a tracer round to aid in aiming. This was a
mistake. Tracers had different ballistics so (at long range) if your tracers were hitting the target 80% of your rounds
were missing. Worse yet tracers instantly told your enemy he was under fire and from which direction. Worst of all
was the practice of loading a string of tracers at the end of the belt to tell you that you were out of ammo. This was
definitely not something you wanted to tell the enemy. Units that stopped using tracers saw their success rate nearly
double and their loss rate go down.
AND YOU'VE GOT TO LOVE THIS ONE:
1. When allied armies reached the Rhine, the first thing men did was pee in it. This was pretty universal from the lowest
private to Winston Churchill (who made a big show of it) and Gen. Patton (who had himself photographed in the act).
2. German Me-264 bombers were capable of bombing New York City, but they decided it wasn't worth the effort.
3. The German submarine “U-120” was sunk by a malfunctioning toilet.
4.

Among the first 'Germans' captured at Normandy were several Koreans. They had been forced to fight for the
Japanese Army until they were captured by the Russians and forced to fight for the Russian Army until they were
captured by the Germans and forced to fight for the German Army until they were captured by the US Army.

AND I SAVED THE BEST FOR LAST.
12. Following a massive naval bombardment, 35,000 United States and Canadian troops stormed ashore at Kiska, in the

Aleutian Islands. 21 troops were killed in the assault on the island….. It could have been worse if there had been any
Japanese on the island.

Meet Your Committee (2) - Chris Mercer (WEB Master)
Name Known by: Kris (Chris Mercer)
Enlisted: 01 March1971 RAF Cosford No. 2 School of Technical Training
Craft Apprentice
Trades: Air Photography Operator/Air Camera Fitter/Photo ‘G’.
Postings: RAF Cosford, RAF Brampton (JARIC), RAF Rheindahlen, RAF
Wyton, RAF Cosford again! for ACF and Photo G Training, RAF Biggin
Hill, RAF Brampton (Support Command), RAF Coltishall, (Post Mortem
Photography).
Demob: 18 Aug 1986
After demob became Police Photographer with Kent police, promoted to
Scene of Crime Officer which later became Crime Scene Investigator.
Have loads of stories but there is not enough room in the newsletter for those . Authored one
book ‘…from an ‘ole in the ground’ It’s about exhumations of bodies!!!
Computers were coming on strong so left Kent Police in 2006 to teach staff IT at a large
Housing Association.
Retired in 2015, to enjoy hobbies like Photography, Family History Research, Web Site
construction, Real Ale (brewing and drinking), Video Tapes to Digital Format conversion,
Traveling and Local History.
Kris came about when my name was spelled incorrectly Christophe, I re wrote it to Kristof but
later dropped the last 3 letters.
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Wing Commander Ken Gatward. What an inspiring feat!

W

ing Commander Ken Gatward flew down the Champs-Elysees at 30ft to
leave the French Tricolour over the Arc de Triomphe. The pilot then
attacked the Gestapo headquarters with 20 mm shells. Wing Commander
Gatward was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and hailed a hero by
the French government after the war. Inspiring: Wing Commander Ken Gatward became
an international hero after dropping the French flag on the Arc de Triomphe in occupied
France. The incredible story of how an RAF pilot flew down the Champs-Elysees to drop a
French flag over Nazi-occupied Paris has emerged after his medals were put up for sale.

Glen Martin

Wing Commander Ken Gatward managed the 'impossible feat' of flying his Bristol
Beaufighter down the Champs-Elysees at 30ft before dropping the French Tricolour over
the Arc de Triomphe. The daring act was a symbol of hope to the occupied French as the
Arc honours those who fought and died for France in the French Revolutionary and the
Napoleonic Wars. The British pilot then headed towards the Gestapo headquarters which
he peppered with 20mm shells - helping to boost morale in Paris when it was most needed.
The attack sent the German SS troops running for their lives, to the delight of the Parisians
who had seen them as an invincible enemy up until that point. The brave pilot volunteered
for the dare-devil mission to boost the morale of the French and put the wind up the
Germans. Wing Commander Gatward’s inspirational antics were celebrated in British
newspaper cartoons and raised the hope and morale among the British and French. One of
the cartoons depicted his aircraft doing a loop around the Eiffel Tower, with the word ‘Hope’
written in the sky using his trail smoke. He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross
and, after the war, he was hailed a hero by the French government who presented him with
a huge bottle of Champagne and a Tricolour in Paris. Wing Commander Gatward’s medal
set, that includes his DFC with bar and a Distinguished Service Order, have now been put

Daring: Ken Gatward needed to fly his Bristol Beaufighter at 30ft
down the Champs-Elysees for the mission.

up for auction after the recent death of his widow. Legend: The incredible feat in June 1942 gave a much-needed boost to French morale
and was celebrated in the press with cartoons similar to the one shown above. Being sold with it are the pilot’s log books and the wooden
commemorative Champagne case inscribed with the words ‘In Remembrance of Your Flight over Paris’. A souvenir booklet featuring a
sketch of the moment Wing Commander Gatward and his observer dropped the Tricolour over the Arc de Triomphe with German army
trucks on the ground is also being sold. James Grinter, of
auctioneers Reeman Dansie of Colchester, Essex, said: 'Ken
Gatward’s act of bravery is a real Boy’s Own story. “He was
asked to volunteer for the ‘unsafe mission’ which was aimed
at boosting the morale of the French and British people as
well as undermine the Germans. This is June 1942 and the
real dark days of war for the French and this was to
demonstrate that the Germans weren’t invincible.” “Wing Cdr
Gatward was chosen for the sortie as he had demonstrated
a skill for accurate flying during low-level attacks on enemy
positions after Dunkirk. The British had been informed the
Auctioneers, Reeman and Dansie are selling Gatward's medal set
Germans held daily parades down the Champs-Elysees and
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Wing Commander Ken Gatward. What an inspiring feat! Cont.
he was asked to strafe the parade. He
and his navigator, Flight Sergeant George
Fern, took off from Thorny Island, near
Portsmouth, on June 12. After reaching
Paris, he flew at just 30ft before Flight
Sergeant Fern released the flag down the
flare shute and over the Arc de Triomphe.”
Mr Grinter said: '”it is an amazing story one of those that makes the hairs on the
back of your neck stand up. He flew down
the Champs-Elysees at second floor
window height. It was an incredible act of
bravery and a real audacious attack. He
attacked the Gestapo HQ and SS troops
were seen to run for their lives. As he
turned for home, the Germans came out
and shook their fists at him.”
Helping the war effort: Ken Gatward's
audacious flight significantly helped the
Understated: Ken Gatward's bland log book entry for 12th June 1942 reads 'dropped Tricolour on Arc
morale of the French. The attack gave
D'Triomphe, shot up German HQ, dead bird in radiator...
Parisians one of the greatest thrills of the
war and had a huge effect on the morale of the French and at home. When Wing Commander Gatward returned, he entered a very bland
entry into his log book to record the daring raid. Wing Commander Gatward was awarded a second DFC in September 1944 for taking
part in an aerial attack on a German convoy in Norwegian waters. He spent 30 years in the RAF before retiring. He lived in Frinton-onSea, Essex, with wife Pamela and died in 1998 aged 84. His medals and other items were expected to sell for 8,000 pounds at auction.

Honour: Ken Gatward was presented with a Tricolour by the grateful
French in 1949.

In remembrance: Ken Gatward was also presented with a crate of Champagne by the French government.

RAFA Global Branch Newsletter

Volume 2 issue 2 April 2018

Page 12

“and in the morning” - Buzz Hope
‘and in the morning…’
No. 141 Squadron was formed on Tuesday 1st
January 1918 at Rochford, Essex as a Home
Defence Squadron for the London Area. The
Squadron moved to RAF Biggin Hill on Friday
8th February 1918. On 1st March 1919, it
moved to Tallaght County Dublin Ireland and on
14th December 1919 moved to Baldonnel and was disbanded the
following year, on Saturday 1st February 1920. Monday 4th October
1939 saw the reforming of No.141 Squadron at RAF Turnhouse,
Edinburgh, Scotland, initially equipped with Mk.I and Mk.II Gloucester Gladiators the Squadron converted to Blenheim If’s during
November 1939, then during April 1940 converted to Boulton Paul Defiants and became operational on Monday 3rd June 1940 with the
first operational sortie being flown on Saturday 29th June 1940. Operating out of RAF Turnhouse, Edinburgh from Wednesday 4th October
1939, transferring to RAF Grangemouth, 3 miles NE of Falkirk, Stirlingshire on Thursday 19th October; returning to RAF Turnhouse on
Friday 28th June 1940. After the fall of France and at the opening phase of the Battle of Britain the Squadron moved to RAF W est Malling
in Kent on Friday 12th July 1940. Friday 19th July 1940 was a ‘black day’ for the Squadron!
On a single daylight encounter the vulnerability of the Defiant was identified;
No.141 Squadron struck off charge seven aircraft with 12 aircrew
casualties; 10 killed and 2 injured after a severe mauling by Me.109’s
during a Convoy Patrol off Dover all within a 15-minute time-period. The
Squadron being withdrawn to RAF Prestwick on 21st July 1940 and redesignated a night fighter unit. On Saturday 4th December 1943, the
Squadron moved to West Raynham, Norfolk, its role changed to ‘intruder’
operations, flying Beaufighter’s over occupied Europe, using the Serrate
radar detector, becoming a ‘Founder’ Squadron of the newly formed No.100
Bomber Group. The Squadron serving in Bomber Command flew a total of
223 operations; flying 1,214 sorties for the loss off 17 aircraft (1.40%), a
further five aircraft were struck off charge due to non-operational incidents.
The Squadron serving in Bomber Command suffered a total of 35
casualties. The Squadron claimed a total of 70 German aircraft destroyed,
four probable and 21 damaged in the air with a further seven claimed as
destroyed and three damaged on the ground. In doing so saved many a
bomber from an untimely demise. The Squadron also claimed attacking 58 trains, seven ships and a number of motor transports.
Resting Places of the dead that died in Bomber Command: 23 airmen rest in five different Countries in 15 cemeteries, the remains of
Captain H.J.B. D'Hautecourt and Lt. C.E. Kocher were repatriated to France after the
cessation of hostilities. Two airmen have no known grave and are remembered on the
Runnymede Memorial.
The average age of those that died was 25 years, 22 days.
No.141 Squadron can also be credited with performing a very valuable service in the
development of the ‘Serrate’ system and its introduction to No.100 Bomber Group. The
Royal Air Force, Fighter Command and Bomber Command can be very proud of No.141
Squadron and its achievements during the Second World War.
Per Ardua Ad Astra
(Extracts from ‘and
in morning…’ series
and from the ‘and in
morning…’ data
base. Photographs –
Crown Copyright)
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A selection of Branch AGM Photo’s for the History File, Stolen from our Fb Page
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Upcoming Events

Please now trample me in the rush to offer to sell some of these raffle tickets at just £2 a ticket to you friends & family,
with all proceeds going the 2018 Wings Appeal. Just PM me now & I will get them to you. Please note though they can
ONLY be sold to people with a UK Address. - Steve Mullis

