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From the Editor:

Once again, a warm welcome from
a sunny and blue sky in
Christchurch, New Zealand. It was
great to be able to follow the Branch
AGM On-Line while it was actually
taking place, with the clock times,
although at the opposite ends of the
day, working for us. It looked as though it went off
very well, with one or two faces missing that were
there last year when I attended. With the ANZAC
Parade and service on the horizon here in NZ we
have a very busy month ahead.
Further in the Newsletter you will find the Chairman's
AGM report including some pictures, and I would like
to welcome Damián Harriss, our new secretary, on
board, he has a BIG learning curve to overcome over
the next few months, so I wish him well, also it’s great
to see Julie pick up the “Social Events” position, I
expect their might have been some arm twisting
there? Take care everyone.
Best Regards
Bryn

Branch Committee email addresses 2018
Chairman – Mr Steve Mullis
chair.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com
Vice Chairmen – Mr David Routledge
vicechair.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com
Hon Secretary – Mr Damian Harriss
secretary.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com
Membership Secretary – Mr Gerwyn Thomas
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Hon Treasurer – Mrs Mazza Holland
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Welfare Officer – Group Capt (Rtd) Mrs Nick
Loveday
welfare.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com
Social Events Coordinator – Mrs Julie Mullis
social.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com
Wings Appeal Organisers – Mr Graham Croft
wings.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com
Conference Delegate – Mr Steve Mullis
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Branch Newsletter – Mr Bryn Holland
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We Welcome:
Gavin R Dyer
Clive Mann
Clive Elsbury
David Griffin
Dave Gibbs
Phil MartinThompson
David Owen,
Bryan Berry
Peter Bensley
Martin Watt
Roger Cleverly
Craig Smith
Alan Flello
Christopher GunnMalcolm
Thomas England
Lori Monks
Sylvia Walker

Irene Hunt
Morag Lightning
Chris Clark
Dave Is-Rees
Jan Parish
Andrew Thomson
Derek Lambert
Ian Black
Conrad Steele-Benn
Tony Wood
Mark Anderson
Fred Bree
Ken Jackson
Susan Kidston
Paul Hayward
Brad Chappell
Will Hughes
Peter Farrant
Harry Peel
Rina Maw
George Bell

THE BOY AT THE
TOP OF THE
MOUNTAIN BY
JOHN BOYNE
When Pierrot becomes an
orphan, he must leave his home
in Paris for a new life with his
Aunt Beatrix, a servant in a
wealthy household at the top of
the German mountains. But this
is no ordinary time, for it is 1935
and the Second World War is
fast approaching; and this is no
ordinary house, for this is the
Berghof, the home of Adolf
Hitler. Quickly, Pierrot is taken
under Hitler's wing, and is thrown
into an increasingly dangerous
new world: a world of terror,
secrets and betrayal, from which
he may never be able to escape.
Format:
Paperback / 224 pages.
Language: English.

£7.99

Not including P&P

https://
www.rafmuseumshop.com/
flying-to-the-edge-by-matthewwillis.html
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COVID - 19 / OUTREACH
We understand that this is a difficult time for many and we want to reassure members of the RAF Family and our Global
RAF Association Branch that we are working hard to continue to help and support you during these challenging and
uncertain times.
Around three quarters of the RAF Family are aged over 65, many live at a distance from friends and family and are
experiencing complex health and welfare challenges, often compounded by their age. Self-isolation is not making the
situation any easier and is certainly increasing social isolation and loneliness.
The average age and health profile of the RAF Family means that many of you will fall into the vulnerable and high-risk
category during this uncertain time. Consequently, the RAF Association is setting up a number of new projects including
a friendship helpline and emergency bag drops of vital provisions.
To access any of these new services below, please just call 0800 018 2361 or email opconnect@rafa.org.uk.
•
A friendship helpline that anyone in our RAF community can call if they are feeling isolated, in need of more specific
support or simply want a chat with someone friendly who understands.
•
A daily RAF-themed online entertainment slot that people can look forward to as part of their routine while they are
isolating, from quizzes to live-streamed sing-a-longs and armchair fitness sessions. You can find details here:
https://www.rafa.org.uk/operation-connect/operation-connect-entertainment/
•
Bag drops of vital provisions to the doorsteps of the most vulnerable members of our RAF family.

***** SPECIAL GLOBAL BRANCH NEWS *****
For our part, your Global Branch has decided to set up an outreach service run by volunteers which will proactively
support members of our Branch, wherever they may be in the World, to check on their welfare and offer them regular
contact (either using telephone calls, emails, video calls etc).
We are still putting the final details together of how the outreach service will work but initially we are making
the service open to any members aged over 70 years old and also to anyone with under -lying physical or
mental health issues which means they are high risk and in quarantine or self -isolating themselves for an
extended period.
If you would like one of our volunteer Branch Outreach Team to contact you on a regular basis during this
crisis, please DO NOT reply to this email but register by sending an email with the following details to:
outreach.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com **:
Your name:
Geographic location (eg UK/New Zealand):
Preferred method of contact: (telephone, email, video call or other)
Contact information eg your phone number or email address:
Preferred time of contact: (morning or afternoon or evening)
** The RAFA Global Branch is committed to protecting your personal data and ensuring it is processed fairly and lawfully.
Information you provide will be processed in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations and will be kept
confidential and only used for the purpose of contacting you as part of the Branch Outreach Service. We will aim to
contact you within 7 days of you registering to be part of our Branch Outreach service. We will do our best to
communicate with you using your preferred method and time of contact but please note that this may not always be
possible. If in the future you no longer wish to be contacted regularly by the Branch, please just let us know and we
will delete any personal information, just relating to the Outreach service, we hold about you.
Together we will get through these difficult and challenging days.
Kind regards
Steve
Mr S G Mullis
Branch Chairman
1370 Global Branch

RAFA Global Branch Newsletter

Vol: 4 Issue 2 Apr/Jun 2020

Page 4

RAF Beech B200 Super King Air
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopaedia

aerial survey, air ambulance, flight inspection and
surveillance. The Beechcraft 1900 regional airliner was
derived from the Model B200 King Air. The Super King Air
family has been in continuous production since 1974, the
longest production run of any civilian turboprop aircraft in its
class. It outlasted all of its previous competitors; the only
other pressurized multi engine turboprop utility aircraft now in
production is the Piaggio P.180 Avanti.
Super King Air 200

King Air aircraft of 45(R) Squadron, based at RAF Cranwell,

The Beech King Air B200, the newest training aircraft in the
RAF inventory, is a twin-engine turboprop monoplane, which
first entered RAF service in 2004. It is used as an advanced,
multi-engine pilot trainer by No 45(R) Squadron, which is part
of No 3 Flying Training School based at RAF Cranwell, in
Lincolnshire. Prior to flying the King Air, students who have
been streamed to fly multi-engine aircraft at the end of
elementary flying training undertake survival training and
personal development training to prepare them for the rigours
of operational service. They then join No 45(R) Squadron,
and receive an additional 30 hours training on the multiengine lead-in (MELIN) course, flying Firefly 260 aircraft.
During the MELIN course, students are taught crew cooperation and procedural flying skills to prepare them for their
advanced flying training on the King Air.

The Model 200 was originally conceived as the Model 101 in
1969, and was a development of the Model 100 King Air.
The Model 200 had essentially the same fuselage as the
Model 100, with changes to the rear fuselage to
accommodate a new T-tail (in place of the 100's conventional
tail with all-moving trimmable horizontal stabilizer) and
structural changes to allow higher maximum
pressurization. Apart from the T-tail, other changes
included Pratt & Whitney Canada PT6A-41 engines rated at
850 shp (630 kW) instead of the 680 shp (510 kW) engines of
the Model A100 then in production, and a wing of increased
span and extra fuel capacity. Overall, the 200 was 3 ft 10 in
(1.17 m) longer than the A100, with wingspan 4 ft 3 in (1.29
m) greater, containing 60 US gallons (230 L) more
Fuel. Maximum Take-Off Weight (MTOW) was increased by
1,000 lb (450 kg). Three production aircraft were also built in
1972 and delivered to the U.S. Army; these three were
designated Model A100-1s by Beechcraft and were given the
military designation RU-21J; the first of some 400 T-tail King
Airs to be ordered by the U.S. armed forces. The next
model to appear was the Model 200C in 1979; this version
had a large cargo door on the LH side of the rear fuselage
with an airstair door similar to the Model 200's door built into
it. The door opening was 4 ft 4 in (1.33 m) high and 4 ft 4 in
(1.33 m) wide, allowing a large range of items to be loaded
into the cabin. The Model A200C military version was
developed concurrently. An updated and improved version
was the Model B200, which entered production in 1981 and
was fitted with PT6A-42 engines, still rated at 850 shp
(630 kW), but with improvements that resulted in greater
aircraft performance. Other changes included increased
T67M260 Firefly
maximum pressurization (to 6.5 psi differential) and changes
The Beechcraft Super King Air family is part of a line of twin- to the cockpit layout. Commencing in 1984 the B200, B200C
and their derivatives were fitted with a revised landing gear
turboprop aircraft produced by Beechcraft. The Model 200
and Model 300 series were originally marketed as the "Super retraction mechanism, actuated by hydraulic rams powered
by an electric pump installed in the LH wing. This replaced
the earlier electro-mechanical retraction system of
King Air" family; the "Super" designation was dropped in
gearboxes, driveshafts and chains and sprockets. At the
1996. They form the King Air line together with the King Air
Model 90 and 100 series. Beechcraft currently offers the 250 same time the propellers fitted were changed from 3bladed Hartzells to 3-bladed McCauleys. Forty-seven
(design. B200GT) and the larger 350i (B300) models. The
B200Cs built that year were delivered to the U.S. military,
350ER (B300CER) is available to government, military and
commercial customers for special mission operations such as with dozens more of a similar standard ordered in
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RAF Beech B200 Super King Air
subsequent years, but not given official civil model
designations. A total of 14 B200s were produced in
1989. The propeller installation changed again in 1992,
when Beechcraft started offering the option of having 4bladed Hartzell or McCauley propellers, or 3-bladed Hartzell
propellers; the 3-bladed McCauley propellers were no longer
available. From October 1995 Beechcraft offered an updated
B200 with Electronic Flight Instrument
system (EFIS) avionics, this was marketed as the "B200SE

The King Air B200 entered service with the Royal Air
Force (RAF) in 2004 as a multi-engine trainer, replacing
the Jetstream T1. The Royal Malaysian Air Force operates 4
B200T variants equipped with tactical command system,
master search radar and forward looking infrared system.

General Characteristics
Variant

250

Crew

1–2

Capacity

10

11

43 ft 10 in / 13.36
m

46 ft 8 in / 14.22 m

Length

350i/350ER

Span

57 ft 11 in / 17.65 m

Height

14 ft 10 in / 4.52 m

14 ft 4 in / 4.37 m

Cabin L × W ×
H

16'8" × 4'6" × 4'9"
5.08 × 1.37 × 1.45
m

19'6" × 4'6" × 4'9"
5.94 × 1.37 × 1.45 m

Weights
13,420 lb /
6,087 kg

15,000 lb / 6,804 kg
ER: 16,500 lb /
7,484 kg

OEW

8,830 lb / 4,005 kg

9,955 lb / 4,516 kg
ER: 9,455 lb / 4,289 kg

Useful load

4,670 lb / 2,118 kg

5,145 lb / 2,334 kg
ER: 7,145 lb / 3,241 kg

MTOW

The Office

Super King Air" (for Special Edition). The following year the
"Super" name was dropped from all marketing and
advertising. In October 2003, Beechcraft announced
another avionics upgrade for the B200, the Rockwell
Collins Pro Line 21 suite. The B200 remains in production,
with a total of 13 built in 2009. Hawker Beechcraft (as the
company was now known) introduced the Model B200GT
updated version of the B200. The B200GT is fitted with a
new model of PT6 engine developed specifically for it
by Pratt & Whitney Canada; while still rated at 850 shp
(630 kW) the new PT6A-52 develops maximum power to an
even higher altitude than the −42 it replaces, thus further
improving aircraft performance. The B200GT and B200CGT
with large cargo door were certified by the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) on November 16, 2007 and by the end
of 2009, 97 B200GTs had been delivered.
Model 200 military variants
The United States Army, Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps
have all flown versions of the Super King Air 200. As noted
above some have been "off-the-shelf" civil versions, but the
majority have been purpose-built for the military and were
treated by Beechcraft and the FAA as a separate series, the
A200 series. A significant minority of military versions are
known purely by their military designations, with no FAA
model designations being assigned to them, although they do
have basically-equivalent civilian model counterparts. The
military designation varies from service to service, but most
are called C-12 Huron or UC-12. These are used for
personnel transport. The Army also operates the RC-12
Guardrail series of aircraft for military intelligence missions.
The Canadian Forces (CF) took delivery of two second-hand
early-production Model 200 Super King Airs leased from
Awood Air in 1990. These were given the designation CT-145
under the CF's identification system and were used as multiengine trainers, replacing Douglas C-47s. One was
subsequently returned to the lessor and a third Model 200
placed into service in order that the two aircraft used would
have the same cockpit layout. The two aircraft were replaced
by eight civilian-operated 90 Model King Airs in 1995.

Engines
Engine type
(2×)
Power or
Thrust

PWC PT6A-52

PWC PT6A-60A

850 shp / 625 kW

1,050 shp / 783 kW

Performance
Maximum
Cruise

310 kt / 574 km/h

312 kt / 578 km/h
ER: 303 kt / 561 km/h

1,720 nm /
3,185 km

1,806 nm / 3,345 km
ER: 2,670 nm /
4,945 km

Takeoff

2,111 ft / 643 m

350i: 3,300 ft / 1,006 m
350ER: 4,056 ft / 1,236
m

Ceiling

35,000 ft / 10,668 m

Ferry Range

Internal Cabin (Civil Version)
Check out the following video link:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cc922FIpbF8
~Wikipedia Facebook & WWW~
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Buzz Hope - ‘and in the morning’
Times Remembered – ‘and in the
morning’
‘Sgt (1620466) William Henry
Chambers RAF(VR) No.103
Squadron No.1 Bomber Group.
On the night of Thursday 16th
December 1943, Bomber Command
operated a total of 589 sorties; 498
crews were briefed to attack Berlin, 47
crews briefed to attack two Flying Bomb sites at Abbeville
and 4 aircraft were on Serrate operations., Minor operations
that night consisted of 35 aircraft laying mines in the Frisians
(Nectarines) and off Biscay ports and 5 aircraft to attack
Duisburg. From the night’s operations a total of 68 aircraft
(11.54%): 57 Lancaster’s, 6 Halifax’s, 3 Stirling’s and 2
Lysander aircraft were struck off charge. From the 68 aircraft
struck off charge, there were a total of 404 casualties: 330
airmen died, 54 injured, 12 became Prisoners of War, a
single airmen, Sgt (1466604) J.S. Ogg from No.7 Squadron
evaded capture after his aircraft Lancaster Mk.III JB656
coded MG-K crashed at Stompetoren (Noord Holland) 5 km
ESE OF Alkmaar, Netherlands (becoming the 159th aircraft
of No.7 Squadron to be struck off charge. Seven airmen were
interned from No.426 (Thunderbird) Squadron RCAF after
their aircraft Lancaster Mk.II DS762 coded OW-V was badly
shot up and running low on fuel, diverted to Sweden,
becoming the 35th aircraft from the Squadron to be struck off
charge.
Sgt Moore was the W/Op on Lancaster Mk.III JB658 and was
briefed along with his crew and the rest of the Squadron to
attack Berlin. Lancaster JB658, No.103 Squadron, (No.1
Bomber Group) captained by F/S Campbell RAAF took off at
16.30 hours from RAF Station Elsham Wolds, Lincolnshire.
Nothing was heard from the aircraft after take-off and the
aircraft crashed at Döberitz, Germany. (Analysis of the
aircraft losses indicate that it probably fell victim of a night
fighter?) All the Crew perished.
Crew of Lancaster Mk.III JB658
F/S (415115) Hugh Campbell RAAF aged 27, son of William
John and Marjory Reid Campbell, of Yandanooka, Western
Australia and now rests in Grave 4. H. 21. at Berlin 19391945 War Cemetery Germany. (Reference No. 5713 – Royal
Australian Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to
31st May 1945)
Sgt (545761) Philip William Alderton RAF(VR) aged 24, son
of William Henry James Alderton and Winifred Rose Alderton;
husband of Iris Alderton, of Dagenham, Essex, he has no
known Grave, but is remembered on Panel 140 at the
Runnymede Memorial Surrey. (Reference No. 50566 – Royal
Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May
1945)
F/S (1450365) Matthew Hartley RAF(VR) aged 26, son of
Matthew and Hilda May Hartley, of Manchester, he has no
known Grave, but is remembered on Panel 137 at the
Runnymede Memorial Surrey. (Reference No. 50369 – Royal
Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May
1945)
Sgt (641119) Dennis McGrath RAF(VR) aged 24 , son of
Denis and Norah McGrath, of Nenagh, Co. Tipperary,
Republic of Ireland, he has no known Grave, but is
remembered on Panel 137 at the Runnymede Memorial
Surrey. (Reference No. 50464 – Royal Air Force Roll of
Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945)
Sgt (1081184) Thomas Watson Moore RAF(VR) aged 23,

son of John and Dorothy Moore, of High Howdon, Wallsend,
Northumberland and now rests in Grave 4. H. 20. at Berlin
1939-1945 War Cemetery Germany. (Reference No. 50400 –
Royal Air Force Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st
May 1945)
Sgt (1821708) Charles O’Neill RAF(VR) aged 29, son of
William and Kathleen O'Neill, of Greenock, Renfrewshire;
husband of Helen O'Neill, of Greenock, he has no known
Grave, but is remembered on Panel 160 at the Runnymede
Memorial Surrey. (Reference No. 50403 – Royal Air Force
Roll of Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945)
Sgt (1620466) William Henry Chambers RAF(VR) aged 21,
son of William Robert and Fanny Chambers, of Hull. and now
rests in Grave 4. H. 9. at Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery
Germany. (Reference No. 50326 – Royal Air Force Roll of
Honour 3rd September 1939 to 31st May 1945)
Lancaster Mk.III JB658
Lancaster JB658 was one of 550 aircraft built by A.V. Roe &
Co. Ltd. Newton Heath Manchester under Contract No.1807
and Works Order No.8545. Delivered to No.103 Squadron at
RAF Elsham Wolds, No.1 Bomber Group, but failed to return
from its third operation to Berlin on the night of Thursday 16th
December 1943, becoming the 156th aircraft to be struck off
charge by the Squadron and the 960th aircraft to be struck off
charge by No.1 Bomber Group… (AM Form 78, records only
59 hours flying time against the airframe).
Berlin Operation 16/17th December 1943 – Of the 498 crews
briefed to attack Berlin 492 were dispatched with a total of
450 (91.46%) attacked dropping a total of 1,815 tons of
explosives on the capital. The bomber route led across the
Netherlands and Northern Germany with no major course
changes. On arrival to Berlin the target was 10/10th cloud,
but the PFF sky-marking was significantly accurate with the
majority of the bomb loads dropping on the city with
considerable damage to the railway network. On return to
base the attacking force from the operations that night
encountered mist and low cloud which resulted in the loss of
many of the aircraft struck off charge.
Battle of Berlin
On Saturday 18th November 1943, the ‘The Battle of Berlin’
began and lasted a total of 134 nights/days; a total of 100
nights and 5 daylight operations took place, 29,459 sorties
were flown and a total of 78,477 tons of bombs dropped.
Berlin was attacked 17 times; a total of 9,134 aircraft were
dispatched, with 8,177 aircraft dropping a total of 29,871 tons
of bombs dropped. Such was the loss of men and material
from those 134 days and nights known as ‘The Battle of
Berlin’ Bomber Command loses mounted to a total of 1,342
aircraft ‘Struck off Charge’ and 8,641 aircrew casualties, from
these aircraft 6,481 airmen were
killed, 208 airmen injured, 1,791
airmen became ‘Prisoners of War’,
140 airmen evaded capture and 21
airmen were interned in a neutral
country…
May those that served and those that
died during the Battle of Berlin rest in
peace, ‘Brave Warriors of the skies’
Per Ardua Ad Astra
(Extract from and in the morning…’
series and from and in the morning)
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RAFA member focus: Ian T Kirk

IAN’S MUSTANG GT AT WATTISHAM AIRFIELD WITH AN APACHE

Ian Kirk will be driving from the UK through Germany, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Austria, Italy, Switzerland and
back through France via Paris to the UK, to help raise £100,000 for SSAFA, the UK’s armed forces charity.
Ian is a self employed plumber who served in the Royal Air Force from 1984-97. Ian took part in the 2018 rally and
personally raised £3000 is sponsorship, the rally consists of 50 cars with drivers and co-drivers plus support vehicles, each
member of the rally makes a commitment to raise a minimum amount of money, for the 2020 rally Ian and his co-driver are
trying to achieve a target of £5000.
Rally for Heroes 2020, The Final Run’ starts in August 2020, fundraising for this unique event is already in full swing and
‘The Final Run’, the rally headline sponsor is Collins Aerospace, it will see more than 50 cars drive across Europe through
10 countries in 10 days to raise the hoped-for £100,000.
SSAFA believes that the commitment of the UK’s forces, and their families, deserves lifelong support. It provides practical,
emotional and financial support to anyone who is serving or has ever served in Royal Navy, British Army or Royal Air Force,
and their families. Whenever our Forces need them, SSAFA will do whatever they can to help. They’ve been doing that since
1885, through two World Wars and through every conflict since. But SSAFA can only do that with the help of people who
support them.
Every five miles of the Rally represents the life of a serviceman or woman who has fallen in combat since the start of the
Afghanistan conflict. This is especially important for SSAFA, as they provide specialist support to hundreds of bereaved and
injured service families affected by recent conflicts, including Afghanistan.
With every competitor covering a distance of almost 3000 miles in recognition of the lives lost, they will drive through Europe
stopping at Cologne, Prague, Bratislava, Budapest, Salzburg, Bolzano, Chur, Chamonix and finally Paris.
Ian Kirk and his co-driver Ben will be driving his immaculate Mustang GT in this year’s SSAFA Rally For Heroes event and,
like all the drivers, he is committed to raising money for SSAFA. All drivers pay for all the event’s costs themselves, meaning
every penny they raise goes to help the charity.
If you would like to sponsor this fantastic cause, his SSAFA fundraising page is:
https://fundraise.charitycheckout.co.uk/ssafa/pf/ian-ben
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Celebrating 80 Years of Air Defence Command and Control
(and its pivotal role in the Battle of Britain)
To successfully command and control a battle, a
commander needs to (i) be able to determine the strength of
the enemy and observe its manœuvres, (ii) know where his
own forces are and (iii) be able to direct those forces in a
timely manner to surprise the enemy and defeat it.
Prior to 1935 Royal Air Force commanders were not able to
exercise any control over air defence battles; quite simply
they had no idea where the enemy aircraft were until it was
too late to prevent attacks on the UK and they had little or no
information on where their fighter aircraft were once they
had been scrambled.

Image 1 - ACM Lord Hugh Dowding

Air Chief Marshal Hugh Dowding was appointed
Commander-in-Chief of Fighter Command in 1936 and faced
a daunting task because at the time he did not have the
technology to deliver any one of the main ingredients to
successfully command and control a battle. Soon after the
discovery of radar in 1935, Dowding recognised that radar
was a battle-winning technological advance and worked
tirelessly to build a system of air defence which included
innovations such as the creation of the long-range Chain
Home radar network, the shorter-range radars known as
Chain Home (Low) and a Filter Centre which was based at
RAF Bentley Priory. It was the mix of these new
technologies which also included Identification Friend or
Foe, Very High Frequency radios and triangulation
techniques, that provided the components necessary for the
development of the first modern command and control
system which became known as the ‘Dowding System’. The
Dowding System covered the whole country and had to
coordinate and control the extensive radar system, ground
observers, anti-aircraft artillery, balloon operations,
command centres and the process for locating, directing and
controlling fighter aircraft; all these disparate components

were linked together through a telephone network installed
and maintained by the General Post Office.
The first challenge for the Dowding System was to detect
enemy attacks at ranges that would allow time to mount
effective counter attacks. The sensors of the Dowding
system – the observe element - were both the radar system
and the Royal Observer Corps. However, in 1940 the radar
system really only looked seaward from the coast and, at
that time, all overland tracking was done from reports from
visual sightings by Observer Posts. The second challenge
was to make sense of the often-confusing stream of
information from the radar stations. The radar information
was of little or no use in its ‘raw’ form and required skilled
analysis to produce a coherent recognised air picture – this
became known as filtering.
During the Battle of Britain there was only one Filter Centre
and it was based at Headquarters Fighter Command, RAF
Bentley Priory. The Filter Centre had 4 distinct tasks; first,
plotting on the gridded map table the detections sent from
the radar units. Then analysing the information and
removing ambiguities before defining and giving the radar
track unique three dimensional characteristics. The Filter
Centre then identified the track before disseminating the
‘product’ to operations rooms throughout the System.

Image 2 - Bentley Priory Filter Centre

Initially the filtering process was developed and designed by
scientists and it worked well but when the RAF took over the
filtering task, the performance deteriorated markedly. This
was rectified by specifically recruiting personnel with a
scientific or mathematical aptitude and elevating the
personnel to the status of an officer in recognition of the
importance of the task. The first 15 RAF Filterer Officers
took up post in June 1940 creating a new specialisation
known as Fighter Control.
Equally critical to the operation of this rapidly growing air
defence system was a new trade known as Clerk Special
Duties. Clerks Special Duties were deployed throughout the
system as radar operators, plotters and tellers at both
operations centres and at the Filter Centre. Initial training for
radar operators was at RAF Bawdsey; extracting information
from the radar displays was a very skilled task. Every radar
contact was reported to the Filter Centre and plotted on a
gridded map table. There were many duplications and
ambiguities that had to be resolved to determine an accurate
three-dimensional track with an identity. The product of this
complex analysis then had to be disseminated rapidly to
operations rooms across the UK so that commanders could
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Celebrating 80 Years of Air Defence Command and Control
(and its pivotal role in the Battle of Britain)
successfully manage their part of the battle from a common
air picture. The radar units were on the front line but
designated as Air Ministry Experimental Stations to preserve
secrecy. However, it wasn’t long before the Germans worked
out the importance of the radar units and in August 1940 a
number of direct enemy attacks were made against the radar
units. After one of these attacks on 12th August 1940, Air
Chief Marshal Dowding signalled the radar units expressing
his satisfaction and pride in the behaviour of the WAAF
personnel in the face of attack.

North Sea position to my left at the end of the table. On the
wall was a large clock, each 5 minute section coloured red,
yellow and blue. Our plastic plotting arrows matched the
colour of each 5 minutes, and if the plot was 15 minutes old,
the former arrows laid down were removed, and we started
again with red. Squadron numbers on duty were illuminated
up on the wall near the clock. There were 4 duty watches of
plotters, A, B, C and D watch, mixed RAF and WAAF. I was
on "A" watch. We worked around the clock on various shifts
for 3 days, then had a 24hour stand-down from 1pm one day
to 1pm the next."
"15th September 1940 was a Sunday that year and it was my
23rd birthday. "A" Watch, my watch, was on duty in the
Operations Room at RAF Kirton-in-Lindsey, on the morning
shift, 8am to 1pm. It was the usual slow Sunday morning, 2 or
3 pilots practicing take-offs and landings after breakfast.
Nothing unusual. Then Intelligence came through that the
Luftwaffe was sending over a second wave of bombers and
fighters, bigger than the first, and a message went out all over
Britain for every available pilot and fighter to report to the
South. We had 2 squadrons of Spitfires and 2 squadrons of
Hurricanes at that time, and they were all scrambled. We
plotted them off the table. After the bustle of their leaving,
there was no more activity, and it was very quiet, everyone
left to his or her own thoughts. Many prayers went up that
personnel in the face of attack. Image 3 - Northolt Sector Plotter Ruth Ure -- morning for the safe return of our pilots. We finished our shift
(Crown Copyright) Taken by SAC Lee Matthews
at 1pm, and after a silent lunch, 'Kitch' and I went to our billet,
Clerks Special Duties selected as plotters and tellers were
waiting for news."
trained at RAF Leighton Buzzard which was the
During the Battle of Britain, pilots initially conducted the
Headquarters of 60 Group. Here the WAAFs were further
operational task of fighter control. Sector commanders were
selected to be either filter plotters and tellers or operations
delegated tactical control of fighters within a defined
room plotters and tellers. The term plotters and tellers does
geographical area and a team of sector controllers assisted
not do justice to the importance of these vital operational
them. Working from the common air picture disseminated
roles. The system of telling information from the radars to the from the Filter Centre, which was further enhanced by Royal
Filter Centre and then to the numerous operations rooms
Observer Corps information, and plotted on the operations
across the Dowding System using landlines and a formatted table, the sector controllers could then scramble fighters to
telling sequence was time consuming but, as time was of the meet enemy attacks. Once airborne, the position of the RAF
essence, both the plotters and tellers had to be quick and
fighters was also plotted on the operations table based upon
precise so as not to cause additional delays which could cost triangulated information from radio transmissions. With both
lives.
enemy and friendly forces plotted on the same operations
table, the sector controllers now had the 2 main ingredients
needed to direct the friendly fighters into a tactically
advantageous position to counter the enemy air threat.
From September 1940 the enemy changed tactics and
launched more night attacks and the sector system of control,
with its time lags and lack of overland information during the
night, was not able to counter this new threat. Luckily the
development of radars that rotated to scan 360 degrees and
technical advancements which enabled an aircraft’s position
and movement to be viewed in plan position meant that
aircraft could now be tracked overland day or night and the
data provided an accurate basis for interception. This led to
the next significant step in the development of the Fighter
Control specialisation, the creation of Ground Controlled
Interception units. Initially 6 ground controlled interception
units were commissioned, and it seemed sensible to redeploy
Image 4 - Kirton-in-Lindsey Plotter Barbara Saks
sector controllers from the sector stations to act as
97-year-old Barbara Saks describes her experiences as a
Interception Controllers. Sadly, the results were quite varied
WAAF Plotter at RAF Kirton-in-Lindsey during the Battle of
but the immediate impact and success of ground controlled
Britain: "The Operations Room was a large, high-ceilinged
interception units led to a very rapid expansion in the number
room, with the huge, sloping Sector Table Map occupying
of units and there were simply not enough sector controllers
most of the space. My position was on the East Coast at the available. Consequently, it became necessary to train ab
top of the table, because I could plot upside-down easier than initio Interception Controllers; and the second key subthe right way up, facing the upper deck and the Controller and specialisation of Fighter Control was created.
Officer liaisons, and the lower deck and Non-Commissioned
~With thanks to Nicky Loveday~
Officer liaisons. My friend Joan 'Kitch' Kitchen was on the
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Airfield HISTORY - Royal Air Force Eastchurch
In May 1909 the Wright Brothers visited Sheppey and inspected the
airfield before moving on to visit the Short Brothers' factory. They
then took lunch at Mussell Manor with members of the Aero Club and
there was considerable discussion regarding the possibility of
establishing a flying school in Sheppey.
In 1910 both the airfield and the aircraft factory were relocated to
larger quarters at Eastchurch, about 2.5 miles (4 km) away, where
the Short-Dunne 5, designed by John W. Dunne, was built and
became the first tailless aircraft to fly. In 1911 Shorts built one of the
first successful twin-engine aircraft, the S.39 or Triple Twin. At this
time seaplanes had to be taken by barge to Queenborough on
the Isle of Sheppey to be launched and tested.
Royal Navy Use

RAF Eastchurch was an Air Force Station near Eastchurch village,
on the Isle of Sheppey, Kent, England. The history of aviation at
Eastchurch stretches back to the first decade of the 20th century
when it was used as an airfield by members of the Royal Aero Club.
The area saw the first flight by a British pilot, in Britain.

In November 1910 the Royal Aero Club, at the instigation of Francis
McClean, offered the Royal Navy the use of its airfield at Eastchurch
along with two aircraft and the services of its members as instructors
in order that Naval officers might be trained as pilots.
The Admiralty accepted and on 6 December the Commander-inChief at the Navy promulgated the scheme to the officers under his
jurisdiction, stipulating that applicants be unmarried and able to pay
the membership fees of the Royal Aero Club. Two hundred
applications were received, and four were accepted:
Lieutenants C.R. Samson, A.M. Longmore and A. Gregory, and
Captain E L Gerrard, RMLI. It was originally planned that Cecil
Grace would be their instructor but, following his untimely
death, George Cockburn took his place, giving his services free of
charge. Technical instruction was provided by Horace Short. The
airfield later became the Naval Flying School, Eastchurch.
Royal Air Force Use

Towards the end of World War I, on 1 April 1918, the Royal Naval Air
Service and the Royal Flying Corps amalgamated. The station at
Eastchurch was transferred to the newly formed Royal Air Force and
In 1910 it was offered to the Royal Navy as a training aerodrome and was re-designated Royal Air Force Station Eastchurch, or RAF
Eastchurch for short. During the last few months of the War, No. 204
it was known as the Naval Flying School, Eastchurch. It was also in
Training Depot Station, the 64th (Naval) Wing and the 58th (Training)
the 1910s that the airfield was designated Royal Naval Air Station
Wing were based at Eastchurch.
Eastchurch. With the amalgamation of the Royal Naval Air
Service and the Royal Flying Corps on 1 April 1918, the station was
RAF Eastchurch remained active during the inter-war years and it
transferred to the newly formed Royal Air Force and was rewas home to No. 266 Squadron during the Battle of Britain. During
designated Royal Air Force Station Eastchurch, or RAF Eastchurch
World War II, Eastchurch was part of Coastal Command. A siding
for short.
was laid to connect RAF Eastchurch with Eastchurch railway
station on the Sheppey Light Railway. RAF Eastchurch closed in
Early Civilian Aviation
1946. The Memorial to the Home of Aviation was unveiled in near All
The members of the Aero Club of Great Britain established their first Saints' Church in Eastchurch in 1955.
flying ground near Leysdown on the Isle of Sheppey in 1909. One of
the Club's members, Francis McClean, acquired Stonepits Farm, on The site is currently used as HM Prison Standford Hill. There are a
number of new
the marshes across from Leysdown, converting the land into an
airfield for members of the Aero Club. A club house was established buildings now but
some of the
nearby at the Mussell Manor (now known as Muswell Manor).
original buildings
At the same time
survive including a
the Short
number
Brothers established
of pillboxes. The
an aircraft factory
main roads in the
at Shellbeach on Isle of
prison reflect the
Sheppey. This was the
aviation links; Rolls
first aircraft factory in
Avenue and
the British Isles and the
Airfield View,
first factory in the world
Short's Prospect
for the serious
and Wright's Way.
production of aircraft,
Left-to-right: Oswald (1883–1969), Horace
In the entrance
these being licenseto HMP
(1872–1917) and Eustace Short (1875–1932)
built copies of
Swaleside are two
the Wright ‘A’ biplane.
at Muswell Manor 1909
brass plaques; one
It was here that John
records that the
Moore-Brabazon (later
prison is built on
Lord Brabazon of Tara) made a flight of 500 yards in his Voisin
what was the
biplane “The Bird of Passage”, officially recognised as the first flight
airstrip of RAF
by a British pilot in Britain. Later in 1909, Moore-Brabazon piloted the Eastchurch and
first live cargo flight by fixed-wing aircraft. In order to disprove the
the other lists the
adage that pigs can't fly he attached a waste-paper basket to a wing owners of the
strut of his aircraft and airlifted one small pig inside the basket. Later airstrip from 1909
Moore-Brabazon, Professor Huntington, Charles Rolls and Cecil
to the end of the
Grace all used the flying club's services.
RAF use.
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The Global Branch AGM 2020

The leap year weekend of 2020 saw the Branch hold its 5th AGM at the St Neots RAFA Club. It only seems like yesterday that we were
hosting the first one in Newbury. Since then we have travelled to Cleethorpes, RAF Fylingdales and Witney for RAF Brize Norton. As usual
the event was spread over the whole weekend with members travelling many miles to attend the Friday evening meal & “practise”
session!! Indeed this year the furthest one travelled from was Dunfermline in Scotland.
Each year we see old and new attendees at the AGM, and this year proved to be no different, meeting up with names we knew but faces
we had never met.
The Friday evening was the chance for a good catch up, good food & a few drinks before catching a few premier hours of sleep.
Saturday morning saw the vast majority of us travel just 10 miles down the road, cameras at the ready, to visit the Shuttleworth Collection
at Old Warden (see photos). This was a great place to visit, it’s aircraft & vehicles from an age long before most of us were born. With the
rest of Saturday as “free time” it was an opportunity to gird our loins ready for the business end of the weekend.....The Annual General
Meeting.
19.00hrs sharp, as usual, saw the gavel bring the meeting to order with 27 people present including members, partners & guests.
Research showed we were hitting our normal average for attendees. With the AGM going out “live” on the internet it was nice to see we
were being viewed as far away as Mombasa and New Zealand, truly a Global Branch!!!
Once the normal business was dealt with, which included the insertion of a new Branch Secretary, Damian Harriss, we moved on to a
brilliant presentation by Officer Commanding the BBMF, Squadron Leader Mark Discombe. It gets harder each year to come up with top
people to come and give us a presentation, there cannot be many branches that have had Red 3 & the Officer Commanding BBMF attend
their AGM over the years!!!!
A super buffet laid on by the RAFA club was enjoyed by all after the AGM and of course we had our normal raffle with some super prizes
in it. The auction for the 3 Spitfire print donated by Dreamworks Aviation Images is heading down under to New Zealand after a successful
bid by Jake Anderson of £75.
Well done and thank you Jake.
Work now begins on the AGM for 2021, location and date currently unknown but watch this space and get your names down to join us
wherever it is.

Shuttleworth Trust - Some Visit Photo’s with thanks to Paul Downey
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Meet Your Committee
Damian Harriss (Hon. Secretary for Global Branch 1370)

April , May
& June Birthdays
Philip Boulton, Steve Signorelli,
Ken Herts, Damian Harriss,
David McAlister, Robin Ward,
Richard Wiltshire, Andrew Sollitt,
Dean Zimmer, Andrew Quinn,
Andrew Manley, Paul O'Brien,
Raymond Stokes, Mark Gipson,
Kevin O'Neill, Stephen Loxham
Graham Marsden, Colin Middleton
John Pearce, Thomas Gilbert,
John Clawson, Chris Mercer,
Mary Palmer, Glen Pagdin,
Andy Walker, Kris Aylett,
Stephen Shakeshaft, Brian Morley,
Paul Phillips, Steven Carlisle,
Paul Patterson, John Hannaford,
Peter Cross, Diane Child,
Catherine Halkett, Guy Livingston,
Barry Higgs, Kevin McIntyre,
Geoffrey Anstey, David Beardsall,
Dave Langford, Patrick Cobb,
Paul Stephens, Derek Plummer,
Nick Mitchener, John Singleton,
Rob Thomas, John Oliver Taylor,
Steve Mullis (WOW!!), Ken Daynes,
Louisa Lumsden, David Petersen,
Paul Larkin, Brian Watling,
Derrick Stone, Clive Buckland,
Geoff Clarke, Tony Plunkett,
Terry Boissel, Dave Frost

Here’s wishing you all a

“Very Happy Birthday”
From us all at the Branch

Hi all, I am Damian Harriss and hold
the position as the newly elected
(arm twisted) Secretary within the
Branch. I Joined the RAF in 1989 as
a Supplier - (Blanket Stacker - Duvet
Technician - Logistics Technician)
and served at RAF Hereford
(Training), RAF Wyton, RAF
Brampton, RAF Coltishall, RAF
Akrotiri and finally finishing my
career 17 years later at RAF
Marham along with many
detachment’s around the globe Falklands 3 times, Basra, Incirlik
AFB.
Within my time, I also worked for UKMAMs flying and assisting
on my favourite aircraft the C17 Globemaster. I also had the
fortunate chance of doing a job swap, whilst in the Falklands on
my 2nd tour with a navy equivalent and spent 3 weeks aboard
HMS Edinburgh, for there 3 week trip of South Georgia.
I am also rejoining the RAF as reservist hopefully this year as a
mover.
Growing up in Suffolk, My earliest memories of RAF life was
joining my local Air Cadet Sqn and gaining the rank of Corporal.
It was then I took a fancy to joining the real thing and I have
never looked back. I left the RAF in 2006, through
compassionate reasons and started working at Stansted Airport
within Security working for then BAA. I then went onto private
security for 3 years - Working in Baghdad, Najaf and Mosul
Airport in Iraq and Kabul Airport in Afghanistan. I then went
back to Stansted Airport within Aviation Security working for
now Manchester Airport Group.
In my spare time, I love being around my family. I have 4
children and married to Denise. I am an avid Ipswich Town
supporter - Bring on the jokes. I also love cricket - Following
Essex. I love charity work and since 2010, I have raised nearly
£50,000 for different charities, such as Help four Heroes,
Walking for the Wounded, Combat Stress, RAF Benevolent
Fund and RAF Wings Appeal, also Cancer research and British
Heart Foundation. This is through visiting 92 football league
clubs in 92 hours, national three peaks, Yorkshire 3 peaks,
running, cycling. the list goes on.
I am a keen follower and representative of Slimming World and
have lost just over 5 stone within the last 7 months
Please send me an email and say hi
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Kilroy Was Here - An anecdote from the 2nd World War
He is engraved in stone in the National War Memorial in
Washington, DC- back in a small alcove where very few
people have seen it. For the WWII generation, this will bring
back memories. For you younger folks, it's a bit of trivia that
is a part of our American history. Anyone born in 1913 to
about 1950, is familiar with Kilroy. No one knew why he was
so well known - but everybody got into it, I even remember
seeing him around public places in the late 60s MMMM.. So
who was Kilroy?
In 1946 the American Transit Association, through its radio
program, "Speak to America ," sponsored a nationwide
contest to find the real Kilroy, offering a prize of a real trolley
car to the person who could prove himself to be the genuine
article. Almost 40 men stepped forward to make that claim,
but only James Kilroy from Halifax, Massachusetts, had
evidence of his identity. 'Kilroy' was a 46-year old shipyard
worker during the war who worked as a checker at the Fore River Shipyard in Quincy.
His job was to go around and check on the number of rivets set (completed). Riveters were on piecework and got paid by
the rivet. He would count a block of rivets and put a check mark in semi-waxed lumber chalk, so the rivets wouldn't be
counted twice. When Kilroy went off duty, the Union riveters would erase the mark. Later on, an off-shift (non-union)
inspector would come through and count the rivets a second time, resulting in double pay for the (union) riveters.
One day Kilroy's boss called him into his office. The foreman
was upset about all the wages being paid to riveters, and
asked him to investigate. It was then he realized what had
been going on. The tight spaces he had to crawl in to
check the rivets didn't lend themselves to lugging around a
paint can and brush, so Kilroy decided to stick with the waxy
chalk. He continued to put his check mark on each job he
inspected, but added 'KILROY WAS HERE' in king-sized
letters next to the check, and eventually added the sketch of
the chap with the long nose peering over the fence and that
became part of the Kilroy message.
Once he did that, the riveters stopped trying to wipe away his
marks. Ordinarily the rivets and chalk marks would have
been covered up with paint. With the war on, however, ships
were leaving the Quincy Yard so fast that there wasn't time to
paint them. As a result, Kilroy's inspection "trademark" was
seen by thousands of servicemen who boarded the troopships the yard produced. His message apparently rang a bell with
the servicemen, because they picked it up and spread it all over Europe and the South Pacific.
Before war's end, "Kilroy" had been here, there, and everywhere on the long hauls to Berlin and Tokyo. To the troops
outbound in those ships, however, he was a complete mystery; all they knew for sure was that someone named Kilroy
had "been there first." As a joke, U.S. servicemen began placing the graffiti wherever they landed, claiming it was already
there when they arrived.
Kilroy became the U.S. super-GI who had always "already been" wherever GIs went. It became a challenge to place the
logo in the most unlikely places imaginable (it is said to be atop Mt. Everest, the Statue of Liberty, the underside of the Arc
de Triomphe, and even scrawled in the dust on the moon. As the war went on, the legend grew. Underwater demolition
teams routinely sneaked ashore on Japanese-held islands
in the Pacific to map the terrain for coming invasions by
U.S. troops (and thus, presumably, were the first GI's
there). They took great delight in posting signs with the
message to greet the invading troops. On one occasion,
however, they reported seeing enemy troops painting over
the Kilroy logo. In 1945, an outhouse was built for the
exclusive use of Roosevelt, Stalin, and Churchill at the
Potsdam conference. Its' first occupant was Stalin, who
emerged and asked his aide (in Russian), "Who is Kilroy?"
To help prove his authenticity in 1946, James Kilroy
brought along officials from the shipyard and some of the
riveters. He won the trolley car, which he gave to his nine
children as a Christmas gift and set it up as a playhouse in
the Kilroy yard in Halifax, Massachusetts..
And the tradition continues...
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INFORMATION & EVENTS PAGE
RAFA 1370 GLOBAL
BRANCH 2020 Trip
Options:






IBCC in Lincoln & BBMF @ RAF
Coningsby incl: overnight hotel
Stay with Branch Social
Yorkshire Air Museum & Allied Air
Force Memorial, incl: overnight
hotel Stay with Branch Social
4 day trip to Spanish RAFA
Branch based near Malaga,
including visit to Gibraltar

For further information keep an eye
on the Facebook page, or contact
Julie Mullis via:
social.rafaglobalbranch1370@gmail.com

We're open daily from
10.00am
(Parking Charges Apply)
Also Support us at:
COSFORD
&
DUXFORD
https://
www.rafmuseum.org.uk/
london/

The RAFA Global Branch's Dirty Half Dozen
Team fundraising for The RAF Association (RAFA)
Event: The RAFA Global Branch Dirty Half Dozen, on 10th September 2020
Friday 10th September 2020 at RFC Rendcomb Airfield , The Whiteway , Cirencester , Gloucestershire, GL7
7DF will see 6 members/supporters of the RAFA Global 1370 Branch take to the skies like no sane person
ever should, tied to the top wing of a bi-plane. Crazy, stupid or just plain idiotic? Maybe yes to all three points,
BUT they are doing it for one reason only and THAT is to raise money for the RAF Association and that
means The RAF Family. In order to do that all of us crazy people need YOUR help.
Without YOUR help it is
totally pointless us turning
up on the 10th. So please,
please folks dig deep and
donate to our cause. Our
thanks will be never
ending. You might hear it
in our screams from
1,000ft!!!!
We provide welfare
support to the RAF family
Charity Registration
No. 226686 (England &
Wales) - SC037673
Scotland)

We are working with The Recycling Factory to raise funds through the
recycling of unwanted inkjet cartridges.
The RAF Benevolent Fund receives up to £3.50 for every recyclable inkjet
cartridge! To download your freepost label, please visit The Recycling
Factory on the link below
https://bit.ly/2WOqg2r?fbclid=IwAR0JylIezMbSAIsY8pIWYWPnYGJHrK2CuEXPp4Gw9JgsiK9VZAg_2hmN4

